Ry Court-martial o ci 


Prone „руаш AI8 


Garcia at ibang heneral: 


Wina 21" TV! Text 2910 now! 


trial? 


= Sports/ A30 EA 
GM Antonio 
powers RP chessers 4255 


past Colombians £55] zi 
iut" Bd 


m Lifestyle] Ci 
Juan Luna 


masterpiece a top 
seller in Singapore 


= Metro/ А24 


Barangay 
tanods tapped 
for tax drive 


ти Extertainment/A33 


‘Martin, Pops 
have moved 
9a beyond the pain’ .! 


E 


Official denounces 
PNP payroll racket 
By Christian V. Esguerra 

and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


WHEN it comes to making money some 
Philippine National Police officials are so in- 
genuous that they can squeeze gold out of a 
stone. Or.so some of their comrades in uni- 
form claim. 
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Even Church not spared 
from financial woes 


By Blanche S. Rivera. ч 


IT WOULD be heaven оп c 
earth if there were no 
such thing as taxes. 
Or would it? 
Although the Church is 
‘exempt from taxes, 
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Garcia, aide 
own houses 
near Makiling, 
say neighbors 


By Fe Zamora 


STO. TOMAS, Batangas—Nestled 
at the foot of Mt. Makiling, San 
Antonio Heights is far from the 
madding crowd. 

Sometime in 2002, Lt. Col 
George Rabusa, then the budget 
officer at the office of the military 
comptroller, bought a house on 
Мейо Street for P1.6 million. His 
salary then was P17,000 a month 

Two months later, Rabusa’s 


le Bit e ST a 
boss, Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, 


LOCATION, location, location. New York, Ohio, and now at the foot of Mt. 
bought a two-story house on Vera 


Makiling. Aside from condominiums and a house in the United States, Maj. Gen. 


Carlos Garcia owns PI .é-million home (left) in San Antonio Heights, Sto. Tomas, Batangas. His 
‘Col. George Rabusa, also owns a house (right) in the same subdi 


former budget officer, Lt. 


Congress can’t pass 
budget bi 


Drilon says 
'03 budget 
may again 
be reenacted 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


IT'S DEFINITE. 

Congress will end up reenacting for 
the second straight year the 2003 na- 
tional budget, Senate President 
Franklin Drilon said yesterday. 

Drilon acknowledged that it would be the 
first time that Congress would be reenacting a 
budget twice 

He said that based on consultations he had 
with officials ofthe House of Representatives, 
Congress would not be able to pass by the end 
ofthe year the P906.7-billion national budget. 
that Malacafiang had proposed for 2005. 

“From all indications and in my meetings 
and consultations with House appropriations 
committee chair Rep. Rolando Andaya, the 
(2005) budget could only be finished by 
February" he said in a phone interview. 

Drilon earlier pointed out that the decision. 
of the House to adopt a modified line item 
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DOTHEHUSTLE лесс 
President Macapagal-Arroyo leads 
former classmates in a dance number 
during yesterday's homecoming at her 
alma mater Assumption College. 
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WHO says a flyover is not a home? Squatters live under the Katipunan flyover in Quezon City. 


Life under the Katipunan flyover 


By Volt Contreras 


BRUCE Vergara, 34, had a hard time 
sleeping. 

He and his family lived in a two-room 
shanty beneath the Katipunan flyover in 
Quezon City. He often went ro bed with 
Ош eating. But it was not his empty stom- 
ach that kept him from getting a good 
night's sleep. 

‘Vergara could stave off hunger pangs 
by reading pocketbook romances he 


li this year 


would borrow from a neighbor. What 
kept him awake was the vehicular traffic. 
thundering on the flyover just above. 

When asked about real-life romance, 
the father of three could not even recall 
when he and his wife got married. 

“It was a civil mass wedding officiated 
by the mayor in 2002," he finally said, 
wrinkling his nose. The air reeked of 
urine and unwashed bodies. 

Poverty can be measured in ways other 
than the statistics that land on the desk of 


Street about three blocks away, 
also for P1.6 million. 

When Rabusa bought his house 
here, he was about to move to his 
newly built home in the AFP Offi 
cers Village at Fort Bonifacio in 
Taguig, Metro Manila. 

Like Garcia, Rabusa is under 
investigation by the Office of the 
Ombudsman for alleged unex- 
plained wealth estimated at P50 
million consisting of real estate, 
cash deposits and vehicles. 

Garcia became the subject of 
an Ombudsman investigation on- 
lyin September this year, after US 
authorities sent over information 
that they were looking into the 
generals financial status for al- 
eged violations of the Anti-Mon- 
ey Laundering Law. 

On Thursday, the Court of Ap- 
peals issued a freeze order on the 
40 accounts of Garcia, his wife and 
sons in six banks and in the AFP 
Savings and Loan Association Inc. 

A report by the Office of the 
Ombudsman showed that Garcia 
and members of his family had 

“GARCIN АЗ! 


General 
restricted 
to quarters 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


HE ESCAPED the media glare 
when they brought him out of the 
hospital literally under the cover 
of darkness. But he won't escape 
the glare of publicity today—un- 
less he comes up with another ex- 
сизе. 

Discharged by doctors after 
eights days of confinement at the 
University of Sto. Tomas Hospi- 
tal, Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia was 
immediately placed under mili- 
tary custody pending an investi- 
gation into charges of unex- 
plained wealth against him. 

Garcia was also summoned to 
appear at today's resumption of 
House committee hearings into 
alleged corruption in the Armed 
Forces. 

Garcia, under investigation by 
the Ombudsman and facing 
court-martial, was moved out of 
UST at around 1:30 a.m. yester- 
day and confined to his house at 
Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City. 

Security people shooed away 
media photographers as a convoy 
of ambulances and other vehicles 

GENERAU A21 


terrre 


pollsters, economists and government of- 
ficials. 

Poverty was written all over Vergara’s 
face and reflected in his home: His shanty 
has a dirt floor, one light bulb, a kitchen, a 
bedroom with a wooden bed and a таг 
where the whole family sleeps, and a toi- 
let which is a hole in the ground adorned 
with a plastic cover. 

‘The shanty is just one among 300 box- 
like dwellings under the Katipunan fly- 
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Poll shows world disenchanted with Bush war policy 


By Amando Doronila 


A GLOBAL opinion poll suggests that if 
а majority of voters in eight countries 
had their way, Sen. John Kerry would 
‘sweep US President George W. Bush out 
of the White House by a landslide in the 
Nov. 2 presidential election. 

Leading newspapers polled voters in 
France, Spain, Japan, South Korea, 
Canada, Britain, Mexico, Australia, Is- 
rael and Russia, and found that an aver- 


age of 63 percent of respondents in the 


only 27 percent for Bush. 

In only two of the 10 countries did 
Bush poll ahead of Ker- 
1y—in Israel (50 percent to 
24 percent), and in Russia, 
(52 percent to 48 percent). 

Whether the survey will influence 
the attitude of voters in the United 
States is hard to know, but what is im- 
portant is that it reflects the extent to 


Which public opinion in countries, 
10 countries would vote for Kerry, and which are natural US allies, has soured 
toward Washington. 


ANALYSIS 
they have of Bush. 


ma, one of the 10 papers which con- 

ducted the survey, summed up the ex- 
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planation of the worsening view of 
America: “It’s Bush, stupid!" 

‘The unprecedented survey, initiated 
by Canada’s Quebec-based La Presse, 
was conducted in September in part- 
nership with nine other newspapers, 
which ran identical polls for simultane- 
ous publication at the weekend. 

The newspapers were Australia's The 
Age and Sydney Morning Herald, 
France's Le Monde, Japan's Asahi Shim- 

POLL SHOWSIAI9 
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‘The survey suggests that the alien- 

ation can be traced to Bush. 
It shows that the rest of the. 
world has a more positive 
view of Americans than 


‘A commentator for Mexico's Refor- 
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Arbet 
Yongco was 
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By Jolene В. Bulambot CEBU CITY—More than a thousand 

PDI Visayas Bureau people yesterday came, wept and 
bade their final farewells to lawyer 
Arbet Sta. Ana-Yongco, the private 
prosecutor in the parricide case 
against cult leader Ruben Ecleo Jr. 
who was gunned down last week. 

Yongco's relatives, friends and colleagues 
all cried out for justice for her as she was laid 
to rest at the Benevola Memorial Gardens in 
Barangay Pulpogan, Consolacion, about 13 
km north of this city. 

The family placed two chicks inside the cas- 
ket before it was lowered to the ground. An 
old saying has it the chirping of the chicks 
would bother the killers conscience. 

Yongco was shot dead at about 8:45 a.m. 
оп Oct. 11 by a gunman who entered her of- 
fice on the ground floor of her home in Baran- 
gay Zapatera in this city. 

She was still in her nightdress and was 
holding а frame of Bible verses when her hus- 
band, lawyer Filemon Yongco, found her 
slumped on a sofa. 


Handled Ecleo case 

An autopsy showed she had sustained 
five gunshot wounds—two in the head, опе = 
in the neck, one in the shoulder and one in 
the arm. 

‘Among the angles being looked at by police 
were the cases she was handling, particularly 
the parricide case against Ecleo, who stands 
accused of killing his wife Alona Bacolod- 
Ecleo. 

But lawyer Orlando Salataridre maintained 
that his client Ecleo had nothing to do with 
the killing, 

Ecleo, “supreme master” of the Philippine 
Benevolent Missionaries Association, is out 
on Pl-million bail and is in Manila undergo- 
ing treatment for a heart ailment. 

A wake was held for four days at the 
Rolling Hills Funeral Homes in Mandaue City, 
before Yongco's body was transferred on Sat- 
urday to the social hall of the Integrated Ваг, 
of the Philippines building at the Capitol Site 
in this city. 


Faithful wife, loving mother 

Yesterday, her remains were brought to the 
Capitol social hall, which is near the IBP 
building, where a requiem Mass was said for 
Yongco, a staunch advocate of women and 
children's rights. 

Fr. Alex Trocino, who officiated the Mass, 
asked her family and friends to accept what 
happéned and to learn to forgive. 

"Learn to forgive. Every time we refuse to 
forgive our enemies, its not our enemies who 
hurt the most but it is Jesus,” he said in his 
homily. 

lemon Yongco thanked all those who con- 
doled with him and his three children—Arfel, 
11; David, 6, and Sofia, 3. 

“Iosta faithful wife, My children lost a lov- 
ing and dedicated mother. The presence of 
the people here lightens the sorrow,” Filemon 
said in his eulogy. 

Filemon and his children wore white. Many 
of those who attended the funeral were clad 
in black. Some wore black armbands. 


Born-again Christian 
‘After the Mass, Yongco's body was brought 
to the Benevola Memorial Gardens where her 
church, Praise Cathedral, paid her another 
tribute. 

Yongco had been a born-again Christian. for 

13 years. Filemon is a Roman Catholic. 
5 E Pastor Noel Centino described Yongco as 
a dud good Christian "who believed in a 
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а - y More rallies 
Yongco's sister, Fides, sang her favorite 


e: ^ SOE - 
e - e . song, “Amazing Grace.” 
^ 3 Her mother Betty Sta. Ana broke down af- 
$ =x : ER ter taking a last look at her daughter's re- 
А е mains and cried out for justice. 

> ^ Purita Sanchez of Lihok Filipina said the 
^ group will hold an indignation rally on Oct. 
21 at the Capitol grounds where they will also 

hold a testimonial for Yongco. 
"We will be wearing white on Oct. 21. We. 


will celebrate the life of Arbet who had 
ж - touched and inspired so many of us. The na- 
IN TOUCH WITH TOMORROW. tee 
2. - ti-violence groups would be arriving. We 
would all condemn the brutal killing,” she 
said. 
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Most gov't agencies out 
of Manila by January 


By Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau and Charlie C. Senase, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


THE GOVERNMENT is bent on transferring the. 
main offices of major government agencies from 
Metro Manila to the provinces by next year. 

Land Reform Secretary Rene Villa, whose de- 
parement will be among those to be relocated, 
said that by January next year, most Cabinet de- 
partments will be spread out across the country. 

Villa said plans to relocate various depart- 
ments to Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, the 
Visayas and Mindanao are a calculated gam- 
ble for President Macapagal-Arroyo to pump 
prime local economies despite the ballooning 
budget deficit which has hampered many 
government programs. 

Villa told Cordillera officials of the former 
Department of Agrarian Reform in Bagui 
City on Saturday that it would entail a huge 
cost to relocate the Department of Land Re- 
form (DLR) to Iloilo in January 2005. 

The DLR is the result of the three-way 
merger of DAR, the National Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples and the Presidential Com- 
mission on the Urban Poor on Sept. 27. 

Other departments to be relocated are the 
Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) which will be transferred to the Bicol 
region; the Department of Agriculture (DA) 
to Davao City, the Department of Tourism to 
Cebu City and the Department of Transporta- 
tion and Communications (DOTC) to the 
Clark Special Economic Zone. 

"Ms Arroyo's decision to distribute her Cab- 
inet departments out of Manila is deliber- 


e... We have always complained that our 
government is over centralized, that every- 
thing belongs to Manila," Villa, a former pres- 
dential assistant for Western Visayas, sai 

Local governments in the Visayas and Min- 
danao had been the most vocal about “the 
tyranny of Manila,” he said. 

He said that relocating key government de- 
partments would ensure that investment cap- 
ital would follow to the provinces and also 
jumpstart Metro Manila's decongestion drive 
against squatters. 

‘The regions hosting the departments were 
selected for the social and economic condi- 
tions prevailing in their areas, Villa said. 

He said the DLR is moving to Пойо which 
has the biggest undistributed CARP (Compre- 
hensive Agrarian Reform Program) lands in 
the country to date, while the DOT will be 
based in Cebu because Cebu City and Boracay 
Island in Aklan draw record numbers of for- 
eign tourists. 

The DPWH will go to Bicol which has the 
lowest infrastructure density, based on cur- 
rent surveys, while the DOTC is suited to 
Clark, where airport services could make it 
the logistics center of Asia, he said. 

In Cotabato City, a ranking Palace official 
admitted, however, that the DA central office. 
‘which will be put up in Davao would not hire 
new employees. 

“In line with austerity measures, the gov- 
ernment will not hire new DA employees 
even if early retirement by some Manila- 
based personnel would happen,” said Vir- 
gilio Leyretana of the Office of the President 
for Mindanao. 


Brunei monitors arriving 


By T] Burgonio 


А 10-man team of peace monitors, this time 
from Brunei, is arriving in Manila on Wednes- 
day to monitor the implementation of agree- 
ments between the government and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front, foreign affairs offi- 
cials said yesterday. 

The team is headed by Lt. Col. Haji Amin- 
uddin Ishan bin Pehin Orang Kaya Saiful Mu- 
lok Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin or Lt. Col. 
Aminuddin, commanding officer of the 2nd 
Battalion of the Royal Brunei Land Forces. 

‘The delegates, who are flying in aboard a 
Royal Brunei military plane, will be welcomed 
at Villamor Air Base by a host of government of- 
ficials, including Secretary Teresita Quintos De- 
les and Foreign Undersecretary Rafael Seguis. 

‘They are the second batch of monitors to 
arrive in Manila. A S1-man Malaysian contin- 
geht flew in on Oct. 9 to monitor the imple- 
mentation of the ceasefire agreement, among 
other things, on the ground. 

Malaysian Maj. Gen. Zulkifeli Bin Mohd 
Zin is the overall head of che international 
monitoring team (IMT). 

“This is another historic moment in the 
Philippine peace process and also the first 
time for Brunei to send a contingent to Min- 
danao as their active contribution to the 
Philippines quest for peace," Seguis said. 

Brunei, he said, has consistently supported 


the government's efforts at finding a solution 
to the 30-year-long insurgency in the south- 
em Philippines. 

"Теза mere compliance with what had been 
agreed upon. But, definitely their arrival will 
boost the implementation of the agreements,” 
Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesperson, said in a 
phone interview. 

‘The monitoring of the ceasefire agreement be- 
tween the government and the MILF by foreign- 
ers, the repositioning of troops from a former 
rebel stronghold in Mindanao and the dropping 
of charges against rebel leaders were set as con- 
ditions for the resumption of peace talks. 

Monitors from Libya, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
Indonesia and Japan are expected to follow. 

Kabalu, however, said the arrival of the 
monitors was marred by reports that govern- 
ment troops had killed a rebel during a raid 
оп a precinct of the MILF 108th Base Com- 
mand in Barangay Lumabao, Salipada K. Pen- 
datun, Maguindanao, before dawn Saturday. 

‘The raid was apparently prompted by re- 
ports that members of the Pentagon kidnap 
for ransom gang had sought refuge in the 
area, he said. 

"Definitely this is a violation of the cease- 
fire agreement,” Kabalu said, adding that 
rebel commanders would lodge a complaint 
with the Coordinating Committee on the Ces- 
sation of Hostilities. “We'll see what happens 
when the CCCH investigates this." 


Solon urges restraint during Ramadan 


By Carlito Pablo 


A MINDANAO lawmaker yesterday 
called for restraint among govern- 
ment forces and combatants of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front to pre- 
vent armed clashes for the duration of 
Ramadan which started Friday. 

Rep. Faysah Dumarpa (Lakas, Lanao 
del Sur) said the calm which could be 
achieved during the month-long Islam- 
icholiday of fasting would “augur well 
for the resumption of peace talks.” 

"Peace is a goodwill gesture that 


the two sides can accord to each oth- 
er,” Dumarpa said. "This will build a 
conducive atmosphere before the two 
sides face each other again at the ne- 
gotiating table.” 

Dumarpa noted that everything was 
in place for the resumption ofthe talks. 

He cited, in particular, the arrival 
of the International Monitoring Team 
to oversee the implementation of the 
ceasefire agreement between the 
government and the MILE 

“They will be deployed in Cotabato, 
General Santos, Шап and Zamboan- 


“ga. The peace monitors will be in the 
country for about a year to monitor 
the peace process," Dumarpa said. me. 

The monitoring team includes 51 
members from Malaysia, which is 
brokering the talks. 

The two sides earlier agreed to re- 
sume talks after Ramadan with Kuala. 
Lumpur as host. 

"There is no reason for the MILF not 
to sit down with the GRP (Government 
Republic of the Philippines),” said Du- 
marpa, chair of the House committee 
on social service and development. 
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Javier left tape foretelling his death and naming suspect 


By Nestor Р. Burgos Jr. "..1 have to play cat and  CastrojasofAntiqueRegionalTri- questions about the real master- pang case.” Perez lost four of her Cabrera was standing near the 
PDI Visayas Bureau mouse with the goons of Pacifi- al Court Branch 12 cleared Pacifi- mind of Javier's murder and has relatvesinthePangpangincident. old provincial capitol when he 
г cador,” he had said. cador and three of his co-accused prevented Antiquefios from find- If the same court decision was saw Javier running and falling in- 
SAN JOSE, Antique—Days before — AfterJavierwasslainonFeb.ll, of Javiers murder and the ingclosureinthe 18-year-oldcase. rendered a few years after toa lagoon after the former gov- 
he was brutally gunned down, for- 1986, Roces gave a copy of the tape ‘wounding of five others. “Some of the accused have Javier's death, his supporters ernor was hit in the shoulder. 
mer Antique Gov. Evelio Javier had to Javier's sister, Nona, who tran- Castrojas said the prosecution been convicted but why is it that would have raged, she said. As several gunmen chased 
foretold his tragic fate and who he _ scribed its contents. The slain gov- failed to prove that Pacificador the mastermind is free? This is 2: = x Javier, one of them fired toward 
thought would be responsible forit. emor had told Roces to play the had masterminded the killing. the second time that (Arturo) Antiqueños resigned Cabrera, hitting him in the left foot. 
"Should anything happen to tape over radio stations if “апух Тһе judge said the evidence Pacificador has gotten away with But while Javier's supporters “still think of that day and for 
mie... there is nobody else who has thing untoward” happened tohim. showed that Pacificador’s son murder while his men were con- have criticized Pacificador’s acquit- many years 1 trembled and hid 
themotivation to have meliquidat. Рог 18 years, Antiquefios had Rodolfo and lawyer Avelino victed,”said Javiersson Gideon, tal, many Antiquefos todayhad re- whenever 1 heard loud noises,” 
edexceptMz (Arturo) Pacificador” been hoping that Javier's killers "Воб" Javellana were behind the Gideon was referring to the signed themselves to the eventual said Cabrera, 58, who was among 
Javier said in a taped message and the brains behind his murder killing. Javellana and seven oth- killing ofseven supporters ofhisfa- outcome of the case because of the the 29 witnesses presented by the 
recorded shortly before the Feb. 7, would be brought to justice. ers, mostly security men of the theron May 13, 1984 in Pangpang, long years of litigation. prosecution. 
1986 snap presidential election. н if former assemblyman, were con- Sibalom, Antique, which became “Time heals and Antiquehos While he had hoped that Pacifi- 
, Javier gave the tape for safe- Pacificador denial victed of Javier’s murder. known asthe Pangpang Massacre. know who had Beloy (Javier) cador would be found guilty, 
keeping to newspaper publisher Ике Javier, his family and sup- But Castrojas pointed out that the Аз in the Javier murder case, killed,” said Perez. Cabrera said justice has been 
Joaquin “Chino” Roces of The porters believed that it was his younger Pacificador had not present- Pacificador was acquitted in the For Mariano Cabrera, however, served “even just a little" for 
Manila Times, one of the more political rival, former Assembly- ed evidence in his defense because Pangpang Massacre while his the healing and forgetting may Javier and victims like him. “Cer- 
prominent figures in the anti- man Arturo Pacificador, who had he has not been arrested. Rodolfo bodyguards were convicted. take longer and be harder. tainly, life will go on,” he said. 
Marcos movement at the time. ordered his death. Pacificador fled to Canada after the 9 Cabrera was among the five ‘That life will go on is certain for 
tin his message, Javier de- ButPacifcadorrepeatedydenied killing, where he remains to this day Softened by time who were wounded when gun- Pacificador, now a free man. Until 
seribed the volatile situation in his involvement, байтїп; he was Javellana also maintained his Antique Gov. Salvacion Zal- menfiredatJavierattheSanJose the last seconds of the six-hour 
‘Antique before the elections and the victim of political persecution. innocence. “My Lord and Iknow  divarPerez said the decision public plaza while he was moni. promulgation of sentence in 
the cases of violence that he And in a controversial ruling the truth,” he said. should be respected and accepted toring the canvassing of votes of court, Pacificador was not sure 
blamed onPacificador’scamp. on Oct. 12, 2004, Judge Rudy Pacificadors acquittal has raised "even fi's painful ike nthe Pang- the snap presidential elections. which way the decision would go. 
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Nursing schools catch 
new CHEd chief's eye 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


‘THE NEW chair of the Commission on Higher 
Education has listed as one of his priorities 
the regulation of nursing schools that have 
proliferated due to the high demand for nurs- 
es abroad. 

At formal turnover ceremonies Friday, Fr. 
Rolando de la Rosa OP said the DepEd would 
have to decide whether or not to grant per- 
mits to new nursing schools. 

“Nursing schools have mushroomed,” he 
noted. 


Moratorium ordered 

The CHEd, which oversees all public and 
private colleges and universities, had ordered 
a moratorium against new permits for nurs- 
ing schools in August. 

Dela Rosa, at the same time, applauded the 
pledge of some 6,000 new doctors to serve in 
the country for at least three years before 
seeking employment abroad. 

Hundreds of doctors have turned to nurs- 
ing to avail themselves of job openings in the 
United States and Europe. 

Dela Rosa replaced Bro. Rolando Dizon FSC 


who resigned on Sept. 25 due to ill health. He 
is reportedly suffering from cancer. 

De la Rosa was rector and president of the 
Colegio de San Juan de Letran in Calamba, 
Laguna, prior to his appointment. He was rec- 
tor and president of the University of Santo 
Tomas from 1990 to 1998. 


Absences, discrimination 

While past CHEd officials attended the 
turnover ceremony, two outgoing commis- 
sioners—Manuel Punzal and Roqaiya 
Maglangit—snubbed the affair. 

Punzal and Maglangit had asked Mala- 
cafiang to replace-Dizon due to his pro- 
longed absences to undergo treatment 
abroad and his alleged discrimination 
against Maglangit. 

Maglangit had complained that of all the 
commissioners, she was the only one not ap- 
pointed officer in charge of CHEd by Dizon 
during any of his absences. 

Maglangit has been replaced by Basilan 
State College president Luningning Umar. 
Punzal is still awaiting word from Mala- 
cafiang which should decide soon whether to 
re-appoint or replace him. 


20,000 new public school 
tutors on the way—solon 


By Carlito Pablo 


HELP is on the way for the woefully under- 
manned public schools. 

Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. (L? Camarines 
Sur) yesterday said 20,000 new teachers 
would be hired in 2004 and 2005, describing 
the development as the "biggest teacher re- 
cuiitment in history" 


Teacher shortage 

“The new teachers will be deployed in 
schools reeling from the teacher shortage, es- 
pecially those with teacher-to-pupil ratios of 
more than 1 to 200," Andaya said. 

Andaya said that in a briefing by Depart- 
ment of Education officials during last week's 
House hearing on the DepEd's 2005 budget, it 
was brought out that the public schools 
lacked 22,761 teachers this school year. 

Andaya said 10,000 new teachers are set to 
be hired this year and they will be reinforced 
by 10,000 more in 2005. 

Andaya noted some public schools are so 
packed with students and there are not 


enough teachers that these schools are called 
"karaoke classes." 

"These are what we call karaoke classes 
because teachers use karaoke machines in 
their lectures so they can be heard," he 
said. "These are the standing room only 
classes." 

Andaya said public elementary and high 
schools need 5,000 new teachers a year to 
cope with the 250,000 increase in annual stu- 
dent enrollment. 

"The government hired 86,278 teachers 
from 1992 to 2004 
and yet we are still 
confronted with 
yearly teacher short- 
ages," Andaya said. 

The DepEd is ask- 

ing Congress for a 
budget of P112 bil- 
Бой in 2005, or 13 
percent of Mala- 
cafang’s proposed 
national budget of 
P907.6 billion. 
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Plane carrying fish crashes in Palawan; 2 


By Christian V. Esguerra 

THE CAPTAIN and co-pilot of a plane 

carrying a cargo of live fish crashed 

shortly after takeoff in Palawan Satur- 

day afternoon, killing the two officers. 
А search and rescue team found the 

bodies of Capt. Liserio Flores and First Of- 


ficer Julex Anipan on Mt. Tagpao in Baran- 
gay Borac, Coron town, where their twin- 
engine BN-2A Islander had gone down. 
Flores and Anipan, employees of Pa- 
cific Airways Corp., were on their way 
to Manila when their plane was report- 
ed missing at around 3 p.m., according 
to Lt. Col. Restituto Padilla, Philippine 


Air Force spokesperson. 

The Air Transportation Office was still 
trying to determine the cause of the crash 
which occurred some five nautical miles 
northeast of the Coron airstrip, Padilla 
said, but Sr. Supt. Rey Lafiada, Palawan 
Provincial Police Office director, said 
heavy rains may have brought zero visi- 
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pilots killed 


bility to the area, causing the twin-engine 
Islander to crash into the mountain, 

Members of the Air Force's 505th 
Search and Rescue Group, the Coron 
police and the office of Mayor Marjo 
Reyes recovered the bodies of the pilots 
at 8:30 a.m, yesterday. 

Reyes said this was not the first time 
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Napocor urges more power use in daytime 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—The National Power 
Corp. is encouraging its customers, par- 
ticularly manufacturing firms, to use 
electricity during times of the day when 
power generation is cheaper to help the 
state power firm conserve йз ой reserves. 

‘The Energy Regulatory Commission 
has allowed Napocor to offer pricing 
based on “time-of-use (TOU)" rate 
schedules because Napocor spends P32 
billion a year on oil to run its gasoline- 
fueled turbine plants. 

Urbano Mendoza Jr, manager of 
Napocor’s power economic development 
division, said Napocor has become more 
vulnerable to oil price fluctuations which 


have also affected small ой players. 

Based on an evaluation of power 
consumption in Luzon, manufacturers 
will need to change production sched- 
ules from the usual 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. toa 
new schedule that starts at 9 p.m. and 
ends at 8 a.m. the following day to take 
advantage of the lower power rates. 

According to Napocor, electricity in 
the Luzon grid from Monday to Satur- 
day from January to June 2003 cost 
Napocor PL8294 per kilowatt-hour 
(kWh) at 1 aum. This increased to 
P2.1055/kWh at 9 a.m. and reached its 
highest cost at PS.3865/kWh at 9 p.m. 
but later dropped to P1.98517kWh. 

Mendoza said the TOU will change 
lifestyles but the workload shifts would 
generate enough savings that would 


enable Napocor to reduce expenditures 
and consequently power rates. 

The TOU can also delay the projected 
power crisis by 2007, he said. 

Mendoza said ће Electrio Power In- 
dustry Reform Act (Epira) of 2001 pro- 
hibits Napocor from developing new 
plants. Thus, the state firm must maxi- 
mize the use of all its power plants until 
theseare eventually auctioned off. 

The ERC has granted Napocor provi- 
sional authority to increase its rates by 
48 percent or roughly 97 centavo/kWh. 

But Napocor also wants the TOU to 
become mandatory оп all provincial 
power distributors and major industries 
by 2005, Mendoza said. 

But rural electric cooperatives are 
cautious about this scheme. 


Gerardo Verzosa, manager of 
Benguet Electric Cooperative, which 
supplies electricity to Baguio and 
Benguet, said the TOU rate is “the pred- 
icate for open access" that threatens 
most provincial power distributors. 

"Open access” is the ideal scenario 
promoted by Epira, which empowers 
Consumers to select their electricity 
supplier 

"The Association of Philippine Electric. 
Cooperatives was critical of Epira be- 
cause it provides few safeguards for 
provincial power distributors against the 
buyout threats from private competition. 

Verzosa said Beneco would study the 
impact of the TOU on provincial con- 
sumers before it decides whether to 
support the scheme. 
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Solon vents ire on spam messages 


By Carlito Pablo 


sue when the House tackles the pro- 
posed budget of the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communica- 
tions for 2005 next week. The DOTC 
regulates telecommunications com- 
panies. 

Mitra also said he would ask the 
Department of Finance if the senders 
of the texts are paying the 10 percent 
value-added tax (VAT) on the promo- 
tional messages. 

“If an e-load customer pays VAT, 
then it would be unfair if the spam 
messages are not covered," he said. 

What has rankled Mitra is the fact 
that spam messages violate the priva- 
cy of mobile phone users. 

“Phone companies have no right to 
give away our numbers to other par- 
ties and they themselves don't have 
the right to assault us with sales 
pitches that we had not solicited in 


Send Caribbean 
troops to Haiti, 
RP urges UN 


By TJ Burgonio 


the first place,” Mitra said. 

He said the practice is so pervasive 
that the spam messages cover "every 
imaginable sales gimmick from col- 
lege basketball game tickets to Valen- 
ines Day flowers to department 
store sales." 

"While phone firms have been ag- 
gressive in pitching products, we 
have yet to receive public service 
text messages from them," Mitra 
said. 

He said the public would appreci 
ate it if, for example, phone compa- 

advised them on flooded Metro 
Manila streets after a storm so mo- 
torists could avoid these areas. 

“The value-added service we ex- 
pect from phone companies is not 
text [ads] but messages that fill the 
information void during times of 
emergency,” Mitra said. 


EVERYONE with a cell phone in this 
exting capital of the world is familiar 
with these annoying and unwanted 
messages. 

Called junk or spam text messages, 
these are sent by service providers 
themselves or companies offering 
goods and services, and they usually 
come ata bad time when one is in the 
bath or driving a car. 

Now Rep. Abraham Mitra (LR 

lawan) wants telecommunications 
companies to stop bombarding their 
clients with such texts and is seeking 
toban them. 

“They (telecom firms) should be 
reminded that we paid for telephone 
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E THE PHILIPPINES has proposed that coun- 


tries ín the Caribbean deploy troops to neigh- 
boring Haiti to help UN peacekeepers quell a 
fresh outbreak of violence in the typhoon-rav- 
aged country. 

Department of Foreign Affairs officials said 
Ambassador Bayani S. Mercado, deputy per- 
manent representative to the UN, made the 
proposal during a closed-door briefing at the 
UN Security Council last week after a fresh 
wave of violence broke out in Haiti in the past 
two weeks, leaving at least 50 people dead. 

"There is clearly a breakdown in the rule of 
law" Mercado said, referring to the violence 
instigated by pro-Aristide militants who had 
threatened to undermine the international 
community's efforts to restore security and 
stability in the disaster-stricken state. 

Mercado, the charge d'affaires of the 
Philippine mission to the UN, pointed out that 
UN peacekeepers “badly needed" reinforce- 
ments to prevent large-scale violence that 
“might erupt" at anytime. 

‘The UN Department of Peacekeeping Oper- 
ations had assessed that the over 3,000 troops 
on the ground would have to be doubled “to 
maintain credible peacekeeping presence” in 
Haiti. 

"It is apparent that the limited force com- 
plement of the UN peacekeeping mission in 
Haiti due to the delay in the deployment by 
contributing countries is affecting its effec- 
tiveness,” Mercado said, 

UN peacekeepers took over in August from 
the US-led Multi-National Interim Force 
which was deployed in February to restore or- 
der in the istand following President Jean 
Bertrand Aristide's ouster. 
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CIVIL LAW (FAMILY CODE)/REMEDIAL 
LAW (EVIDENCE)—Burden to prove that 
properties are conjugal or not—The bur- 
den is on petitioners to prove that the sub- 
ject properties are not conjugal. The pre- 
sumption in Article 116, which subsists 
"unless the contrary is proved," stands as 
an obstacle to any claim the petitioners 
may have, The burden of proving that a 
property is exclusive property of a spouse 
rests on the party asserting it and the evi- 
dence required must be clear and convinc- 
ing. Petitioners failed to meet this stan- 
dard. The tax declarations are, not suffi- 
cient proof to overcome the presumption 
under Article 116 of the Family Code. All 
property acquired by the spouses during 
the marriage, regardless in whose name 
the property is registered, is presumed con- 
jogal unless proved otherwise. The pre- 
sumption is not rebutted by the mere fact. 
that the certificate of title of the property ог 
the tax declaration is in the name of one of 
the spouses only. Article 116 of the Family 
Code expressly provides that the presump- 
tion remains even if the property is “regis: 
tered in the name of one or both of the 
spouses.” [Citations omitted. [Justice Car- 
pio, First Division, Villanueva vs Court of 
Appeals, G. R. No. 143286] 
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RP needs defining tourism landmark, says Barbers 


By Jerome Aning 


HOW ABOUT an infrastructure land- 
mark in the Philippines that would 
become a byword in the international 
tourism market like China's Great 
Wall, Cambodia's Angkor Wat or In- 
donesia's Bali resorts and Borobudur 
temple? 

He does not have an “edifice com- 
plex" but Philippine Tourism Authori- 
ty general manager and chief execu- 
tive officer Robert Dean Barbers said 
there was a need for a structure that 
would be *the" ultimate Philippine 
landmark that would symbolize the 
country abroad. 

Barbers said tourism development 
in the country must be patterned af- 
ter Malaysia's to make a significant. 
impact in the world market with the 
end view of attracting tourists and in- 
vestors, 

‘The PTA chief recalled visi 


mer Malaysian Prime Minister Ma- 
hatir Mohamad's advice last month 
that in order to draw world attention 
‘in the field of tourism, one must build 
world-class infrastructure. 

‘The former Malaysian strongman 
gave a very clear example on how to 
get noticed by the world when he 
built the world's current tallest build- 
ing, the Petronas Towers in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Barbers admitted the country 
does not have the capability to at- 
tempt to build skyscrapers of that 
magnitude. What the country 
needs, he said, "is to plan and devel- 
op a tourist attraction that would 
definitely be the byword landmark 
ofthe Philippines in the internation- 
al tourism market.” 

Barbers, a former councilor of 
Makati City, said there were many ar- 
eas in the country that still need im- 
provement in infrastructure so that 


they could compete with other coun- 
tries in terms of tourism facilities. 

He cited Cebu City as a good loca- 
tion for long-term development as a 
tourist haven because of its location 
in the middle of the country. He said 
Cebu boasts a unique combination of 
cosmopolitan living, a financial cen- 
ter with an international airport and a 
seaport, and beautiful white sand 
beaches just outside the city. 

So will Cebu City soon have its 
unique world-renowned landmark 
like Paris’ Eiffel Tower, Rio de 
Janeiro's Statue of Christ the Re- 
deemer, Seattle's Space Needle or 
New York's Statue of Liberty? 

Not yet, said Barbers. What is im- 
portantis to first change the country's 
image as the "Sick Man of Asia” and 
put it back into the the limelight as a 
place ideal for investment and a safe 
tourist destination. 


ing hard for national objectives not only in the 
field. of infrastructure but in good gover- 
nance, peace and order, sustainable economy 
and human development. 


Aggressively promoting these objectives to 
the world would end the Philippine's general- 
ly negative image abroad, he said. 
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St. Luke, Evangelist. 


Ist Reading: 
Gospel: 

The Lord appointed seventy-two oth- 
er disciples and sent them two by two 
ahead of him to every town and place, 
where he himself was to go. And he said 
to them, "The harvest is rich, but the 
workers are few. So you must ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send workers to 
his harvest. Courage! 1 am sending you 
like lambs among wolves. Set off with- 
out purse or bag or sandals; and do not 
stopat the homes of those you know. 

"Whatever house you enter, first bless 
them saying: "Peace to this house; If a 
friend of peace lives there, the peace shall 
rest upon that person. But if not, the bless- 
ing will return to you. Stay in that house 
eating and drinking at their table, for the 
worker deserves to be paid. Do not move 
from house to house. 

"When they welcome you in any town, 
eat what they offer you. Heal the sick who 
are there and say to them: "The kingdom of 
God has drawn near to you. 

Commentary 

Let's think about Luke, whose feast is to- 
day. He was in the first wave of foreign con- 
verts to the Faith, and his Gospel could be 
said to be for foreigners: for people who were 
not familiar with Jewish Law and custom. It 
is distinctive in many ways. 

-It was not written for Jews but for Gen- 
tiles, in other words, for the likes of you and 
me. For example, he seldom quotes the Old 
Testament, and never refers to Jesus as Rabbi 
(a Hebrew title), but as Master (a Greek ti- 
tle). He traces the genealogy of Jesus not 
from Abraham (the founder of the Jewish 
race) but from Adam (the "founder" of the. 
human race). He alone tells the parable of 
the Good Samaritan (a non-Jew). He has a 
habit of giving people and places the Greek 
equivalent of their Hebrew names: Golgotha 
becomes Kranion, the Place ofthe Skull 

-Women feature very distinctively. For ex- 
ample, the nativity story is told from Mary's 
point of view. Other women are: Elizabeth, 
Anna, the widow of Naim, and the woman 
who anointed Jesus’ eet, 

-It is especially а Gospel of prayer and 
praise. He shows Jesus praying at all key mo- 
ments of his life. Luke alone has the parable 
ofthe Friend at Midnight. The phrase “prais- 
ing God" occurs more often in Luke than in 
all the others together: see especially the 
three great canticles, the Magnificat, the 
Benedictus and the Nunc Dimitis. 

-What we would lack if we didn't have 
Luke's gospel: a) the infancy stories, b) sev- 
enteen parables, c) the three canticies men- 
tioned above. 
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6 US soldiers killed, 
2 choppers crash in Ir 


BAGHDAD—Two American hel 
copters crashed in Iraq, bring- 
ing the US death toll to six in un- 
der 24 hours, while US war- 
planes pounded a rebel check- 
point in Fallujah as violence 
marred the start of the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan, 

Christians gathered for Sunday 
Mass after coordinated bomb attacks 
on five Baghdad churches sent chills 
through the rapidly shrinking reli- 
gious community, on edge over the 
nation's rampant lawlessness and ris- 
ing tide of Islamic extremism. 

‘A brief statement from the US mili- 
tary announced that two reconnai 
sance helicopters had crashed in 
southwest Baghdad on Saturday 
evening, killing two soldiers and 
wounding two others. 

The incident was under investiga- 
tion and US officers refused to specu- 
late on whether the helicopters had 
been shot down. 

The deaths followed the killing of 
four US troops in a series of bombings 
in various parts of the country report- 


of attacks during Ra- 
madan evoked memories of the holi- 
day last year when insurgents 
stunned Iraq with their most serious 
campaign until that time, leaving 82 
US soldiers dead. 

On the eve of the holy month on 
Thursday, two bomb attacks hit the 
previously impregnable fortress-like 
Green Zone in Baghdad, home to the 
Iraqi government and the US Em- 
bassy, leaving five people dead, four 
of them US civilians. 

More than 1,000 American and 
Iraqi troops sealed off the rebel hub of 
Fallujah for a third straight day in 
their hunt for Jordanian fighter Abu 
Mussab al-Zarqawi, the country’s 
most wanted man blamed for some of 
the deadliest attacks since last year’s 
invasion. 

Late Saturday, US warplanes struck 


AUS Army soldier on a Bradley tank views smoke rising into the sly after his 
colleagues destroyed a seized Katyusha rocket, which was found in an empty 


yard next toa school in Baghdad, Oct. 17. 


Fallujah in what the US army billed a 
raid “against an armed al-Zarqawi 
terrorist checkpoint” controlling the 
flow of people in and out of the city, 
which the Iraqis and Americans want 
tamed before January elections. 

Fallujah general hospital reported 
three dead. 

Local cleric Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Jadu indicated that a delegation from 
the city was ready to return to the bar- 
gaining table with the government, but 
conditioned this on a halt to US air 
strikes and the release of fellow nego- 
tator Sheikh Khaled Hamoud. 

The team severed dialogue with 
the Iraqi government Thursday amid 
an escalation of the air strikes and a 
threat by Iraqi Prime Minister lyad 
Allawi that Fallujah must surrender 
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Zarqawi ог face invasion, 

Rebels have unleashed a string of 
car bombings since Friday, killing 
three US soldiers and their translator 
by the porous Syrian border, consid- 
ered a channel for weapons, cash and 
professional Jihadists. A soldier in the 
northern battleground city of Mosul 
also died Friday in a car bomb attack. 

А US Marine was wounded Satur- 
day when a suicide car bomb detonat- 
ed alongside a tank in the town of 
Khalidiyah between Fallujah and Ra- 
madi, the two cities viewed as the 
heart and soul of the resistance. 

The deaths brought to 1,089: the 
number of US soldiers killed in Iraq 
since the US-led invasion in March 
2003, according to an official Pen- 
tagon tally AFP 


Poverty drives truckers to defy Iraq risks 


By Louis Meixler 


HABUR BORDER GATE, Turkey—The line of 
trucks at the Turkish border crossing into Iraq 
stretches for 7.5 kilometers, a sign that de- 
spite kidnappings and beheadings, thousands 
of Turks are still willing to risk heir lives to 
haul cargo to Iraq. 

Selahattin Turan is one of them. 

The last time he drove a load of drinking 
water toa US military base in Iraq, Iraqi gun- 
men shot out one of his tires, dragged him 
from his cab, kicked him unconscious and 
tossed him into a drainage ditch. 

But with a family of eight to feed and few 
other jobs in the impoverished Turkish south- 
east, Turan says he's likely to go back to Iraq 
next month. 

“To survive Ihave to go,” said Turan, who 
has been driving to Iraq for the past 17 years. "I 
can't do anything else... and feed my children." 

In other parts of the world, the story is sim- 
ilar 

Моге than 100 Filipinos have managed to 
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sneak into Iraq from Turkey for 
jobs, and thousands have protest- 
ed in Manila to demand that the 
government reverse its decision 
and allow workers to travel to 
Iraq legally, officials in Manila 
said. 

In Pakistan, workers have de- 
fied a government travel advisory 
to seek out jobs in Iraq that can 
pay three times the average an- 
nual income of US$800. 

The dangers are extreme. 
Dozens of foreigners have been tak- 
en hostage by militants. Thirty have 
been killed, including six Turks. 

Two truckers from Deger 
‘Transportation, the company 
that Turan works for, are current- 
ly hostages—one so far for seven 
weeks, the other for two weeks, 
company president Mehmet 
„Emin Deger said. One other 
` trucker from the company has 
been killed. 

Many companies, including 
Turkish firms, have pulled out of 
Iraq citing the risks and many 


Ў truckers are refusing to go there. 


‘Those who go are demanding ex- 
tra pay ifthe trip takes them to 
dangerous areas of central Iraq, 
often several hundred dollars for 
each trip, truckers said. 

Some 2,000 trucks cross the 
border every day from Turkey, 
and that trade is crucial to the 
overwhelmingly Kurdish south- 
east of Turkey, the poorest region 
ofthe country. 

Turkish exports to Iraq hit 
USS1.2 billion in the first nine 
months of the year and are ex- 
pected to reach 0551.5 billion by 
the end of the year, Ercument Ak- 
soy president of the Turkish-Iragi 
business council, said. 

То improve security, many 
‘Turkish truckers hauling supplies 
for Iraqi civilians began unload- 
ing late last year in overwhelm- 
ingly Kurdish northern Iraq, 

has been spared much of 
the violence of the insurgency. 
Iraqi truckers drive those sup- 
plies to the rest of Iraq. 

Turkish supplies for US bases, 
mostly gasoline and water, are still 
hauled directly to bases іп the center 
of Iraq, but those vehicles now go in 
‘convoys escorted by US Humvees 
with mounted machine guns. 


Most of the recent attacks 
against Turkish truckers have tar- 
geted those convoys which truck- 
ers say are poorly guarded, 

Deger, whose firm mostly 
transports gasoline to US bases, 
says his business has fallen 80 
percentin the last few months, 
with drivers afraid to ply that 
route and the US military looking 
for other suppliers. 

Servet Yagmur said that when 
he last drove to Iraq, on Oct. 7, 
insurgents hita gasoline truck in. 
his convoy with a rocket pro- 
pelled grenade, damaging the ve- 
hice, but not harming the driver. 

“I promised myself I would 
never go to Iraq again, but when 1 
came back to Turkey, I couldn't 
find anything else to do so now 
Рт going back again,” Yagmur 
said as he waited in a 1.5-km line 
of tanker trucks waiting to cross, 
‘That line is separate from the 7.5- 
km line of trucks that haul civil- 

n supplies, mostly to the Kur- 
dish areas of northern Iraq. 

Turan was driving the last 
truck of an oil convoy in August 
when a black Opel pulled behind 
his truck. 

“Two men in the back seat 
flashed a Kalashnikov assault ri- 
fie at him and ordered him to pull 
over, Turan said. There was no 
Humvee behind him, 

Terrified that he was about to 
be kidnapped, Turan began 
swerving his truck to the right 
and left, hoping to run the car off 
the road. 

"The men inside fired three shots 
into the windows of Turan’s truck, 
shattering a side window, Turan 
said, Then they shot out one of his 
tires sending his truck skidding in- 
toa nearby field, he said. 

"Two men wearing ski masks 
ran from the Opel to the truck 
and wrenched Turan out of the 
cab. 

‘Throwing him to the ground, 
they began kicking him in the 
head until he went unconscious, 
Turan said. 

"When I opened my eyes I saw 
опе man was pointing a Kalash- 
nikov at me, but the second man 
stopped him,” Turan recalled. 
“Thanks to God and him I wasn't 
killed.” AP 
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NEW YORK—Major US newspapers began 
rolling out their presidential endorsements 
Sunday, with the nation’s leading daily tip- 
ping its hat to Democrat John Kerry and a raft 
of sttaller papers following suit. 

їп a lengthy editorial Sunday, The New 
York Times tore into President George W. 
Bush’s "disastrous tenure" and said Kerry of- 
fered "more than just an alternative to the sta- 
tus quo.” 

“We look back on the past four years with 
hearts nearly breaking, both for the lives un- 


Poll: Bush, Kerry 
still in dead heat 


NEW YORK—President George W. Bush 
and challenger John Kerry were in a 
dead heat 17 days before Election Day, 
according to а poll out Saturday, al- 
though Kerry won the three debates. 

Bush, preferred by 48 percent of likely 
‘voters and Kerry by 46, were separated 
byless than the margin of error of plus or 
minus four percentage points, the Time 
poll said. 

Bush lost the third debate Wednesday 
by nine points, the poll said, 

‘Thirty percent of voters said the three 
debates had made them lean toward 
Kerry, while only 17 percent said so of 
Bush, 

Registered voters said Kerry beat Bush 
overall in the debates, by 57-25 percent, 
in the poll taken Oct. 14-15. 

Respondents included 1,000 reported 
registered voters and 865 likely voters 
‘The margin of error for registered voters 
was plus or minus three percentage 
points, while that ofthe likely voters was 
plus or minus four points. 

The poll also showed that Kerry's 
views better expressed voters’ positions 
54-39 percent. 

Kerry had a better understanding of 
the issues by 49-40 percent. АЕР 
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necessarily lost and for the opportunities so 
casually wasted," the Times editorial board 
said. 

It enumerated a litany of complaints, from 
the war in Iraq to tax cuts for the well-to-do, 
to Bush's “disrespect for civil liberties and in- 
ept management.” 

Kerry by contrast "has qualities that could 
be the basis for a great chief executivé, not 
just a modest improvement on the incum- 
bent," the Times said, citing wide knowledge, 
clear thinking, a willingness to “re-evaluate 
decisions when conditions change” and a 
“strong moral core.” 

‘The Times’ backing is one of the most cov- 
eted and influential of any endorsement dur- 
ing the US presidential campaign, although 
given the newspaper's somewhat left-of-cen- 
ter tendency not entirely unexpected. 

The Washington Post, The Los Angeles 
Times and the Wall Street Journal have yet to 
announce their presidential picks. 

But with early voting beginning in many 
places Monday a raft of smaller and regional 
US dailies took sides Sunday, with most of 
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New York Times, other dailies endorse Kerry 


them lining up behind the Democrat from 
Massachusetts. 

The Dallas Morning News, from Bush's 
home state of Texas, was an exception, 
declaring: "Americans want and need a presi- 
dent with a backbone steeled by courage and 
aheart tendered by compassion.” 

“Though he has stumbled and fallen at times, 
‘Mr, Bush has always risen to fight the next 
round. Its called conviction. It's called sticking. 
Tes called guts," the Dallas paper said. 

As for Kerry, "his record of vacillation can- 
not be overcome in a single campaign. What's 
more, aside from indulging in the fantasy that. 
he can persuade the Europeans to contribute 
to the Iraq effort, Mr. Kerry's Iraq policy is not 
substantively different from Mr Bush's," Sev- 
eral other papers joined the Times in backing 
Kerry Sunday—the Dayton Daily News of 
Dayton, Ohio, the Star-Tribune of Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, The Boston Globe, the San 
Francisco Chronicle and The Miami Herald. 

Boston, Massachusetts is Kerrys home 
town, and San Francisco is a known bastion of 
liberalism. 
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headed crime group 


LIMA—Former president Al- 
berto Fujimori, who is in ex- 
ile in Japan, headed a "crimi- 
nal organization" that mur- 
dered 25 people in the early 
1990s, the Peruvian Foreign 
Ministry told Japan Saturday 
їп support of an extradition 
request against Fujimori, 

Japan had asked Pert to 
provide an explanation for its 
extradition request against 
Fujimori, who as the son of 
Japanese immigrants ob- 
tained Japanese citizenship FUJIMORI 
in 2000. 

Japan has refused to extradite Fujimori, 
66, due to his Japanese citizenship and the 
lack of an extradition treaty between Peru 
and Japan. 

Foreign Minister Manuel Rodriguez said 
the document supporting the extradition re- 
quest argues that, as head of state from 
1990-2000, Fujimori “intervened as chief of 


a criminal organization pro- 
tected in the state appara- 
tus," and the criminal group 
was responsible for the: 
killing of 15 people in 1991, 
and nine students and a pro- 
fessor in 1992, 

"The former president, as, 
co-perpetrator, not only had 
known but had approved the 
acts of the Colina group,” a 
paramilitary group accused 
of committing the murders, 
says Peru's document sup- 
porting the extradition -re- 
quest. 

Peru submitted a second extradition re- 
quest on Friday, citing embezzlement and 
forgery accusations against Fujimori, Japan 
said Saturday it would examine Peru's new re- 
quest 

Fujimori has rejected the accusations and 
plans to run for president in Peru's 2006 elec- 
tion. AFP 


N. Korea has developed nuclear 
weapons, says Japanese official 


TOKYO—North Korea has already completed 
the development of plutonium-based nuclear 
‘weapons with the help of Pakistan, a senior 
Japanese official said in comments published 
Sunday. 

The remarks by Chief Cabinet Secretary Hi- 
royuki Hosoda represent the first time a 
Japanese official has confirmed North Korea's 
claim to have manufactured nuclear 
weapons, the Sankei Shimbun said. 

“North Korea is near finalizing develop- 
ment of nuclear weapons," Hosoda told a rul- 
ing party meeting in the western town of Shi- 
mane on Saturday, the Sankei said. 

Pyongyang has not finished developing 
uranium-based nuclear weapons, but has 
completed the development of a plutonium 
bomb similar to the one dropped by the Unit- 
ей States on Nagasaki at the end of World War 
П, Hosoda said. 

"It is urgent to make (North Korea) aban- 
don them,” Hosoda said, without giving any 


evidence to back up his claims. 

Hosoda said North Korea and Pakistan had- 
cooperated in the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons. “It is disgraceful,” he said. 

Pakistani nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer 
Khan publicly confessed in February to leak- 
ing nuclear secrets to Iran, Libya and North 
Korea 

Pakistan has refused to allow he Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the 
UN's atomic watchdog, to interview Khan to 
discuss the international nuclear black mar- 
ket he used to run. 

А North Korean foreign ministry 
spokesperson said last month the Stalinist 
state would never dismantle its nuclear 
‘weapons unless the United States drops its 
“hostile policy” towards the country. 

Six-nation talks aimed at convincing North 
Korea to give up its nuclear weapons pro- 
grams have failed to make concrete progress. 
so fat. АЕР 
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Gaza future grim after Israel pullout 


GAZA CITY—The future looks grim for the 
lawless and impoverished Gaza Strip unless 
its internal security disputes are quickly re- 
solved and its economy is not frozen out by Is- 
rael if it pulls out as planned in 2005. 

The Gaza Strip, occupied by Israel since 
1967 along with the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem, is one of the-most densely popu- 
lated places on earth. 

According to latest 
World Bank figures, 
70 percent of the 1.3- 
million population 
are living below the 
poverty line and un- 
employment stands 
ар 44 percent, 
Around 60 percent of 
the population is un- 
der 18 years of age. 

With the growing 
economic crisis, Israeli- 
imposed restrictions 
on internal travel, reg- 
ular deadly incursions 
by the Israeli army and 
its own intra-Palestini- 
an power struggles, 
Gaza is in trouble. 

"The Palestinian 
economy remains 
severely — depressed 
‘compared to its pre-in- 
tifada level four years 
ago,” a recent World 
Bank report said. 

Palestinian | gross 
domestie product is 
23 percent lower 
than in 1999. Taking 
population growth 
into account, real 
GDP per capita is 
some 35 below the 
level before the Pales- 
tinian intifada or up- 
rising broke out in 
September 2000. 

“An unemploy- 
ment rate of about 25 
percent in 2003, 
compared to 10 per- 
cent at the eve of the 
intifada, further re- 
Aeets the fact that the 
Palestinian economy 
funetions well below 
its potential," the re- 
port said. 

“Young people are 
particularly hit by un- 
employment: 37 per- 
cent of young people 
were unemployed at 
the end of 2003, 
against 14 percent on 
the eve of the intifada 
in September 2000," 
itadded. 

Stability and ac- 
cess to world markets 
are the key to Gaza's 
future success, said 
Lionel Brisson, direc- 
tor of Gaza opera- 
tions for the UN Re- 
lief and Works Agen- 
су for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA), 
which provides es- 
sential aid to some 
635,000 Palestinians 
in Gaza. 

з "To see it positively 
Thave some difficulty. 
unless both condi 
tions are met,” Bris- 
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— 
Xe eR KABUL, Afghanistan—Interim leader Hamid 
а Karzai held а commanding lead Sunday in the 
race to become Afghanistan's first popularly 
elected leader, as results poured in from its 
k vote for president. 

Still, rivals and a senior adviser to the сс 

пуз electoral commission said it was too ear- 
& ly to call the election with only 5 percent of 
the ballots counted so far. 

(OF 410,000 votes tallied by Sunday morning, 
Karzai, the US-backed favorite installed as a 
transitional president after the fall of the Tal- 
iban in 2001, had cap- 


Karzai widens lead in Afghan po 


day, killing two soldiers and wounding three 
others, one of them critically. 

There was also a rocket attack on Kabul 
late Saturday, hitting three homes near the 
airport and injuring one woman 

About 1,000 people have died in political 
violence so far this year, and insurgents re- 
main active, particularly in the lawless south 
and east. 

Afghans are aching for peace after conflicts 
dating back to the Soviet occupation of the 
1980s, and the UN-backed election, which 


tured 67.3 percent. 

‘While polling day 
Oc. 9, was mostly 
peaceful despite threats 

Е from Taliban rebels to 
sabotage the vote, vio- 
Jence by suspected anti 
government militants 
has resurfaced in re- 
cont days. 

An assault Friday in 
eastem Kunar 
province on a truck 
killed up to five peo- 
ple, including 
children and a pol 
man. Karzai described 
itasa terrorist atrocity 
committed by "ene- 
mies of Islam." 

Meanwhile, the US 
military said a home- 
made bomb hit an 
American Humvee 
Jeep on patrol in the 
southern province of 
Uruzgan on Thurs- 
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‘The repossession of the 21 Israeli settle- 
‘ments in Gaza after the planned 2005 pullout 
of Israel troops and the 8,000 settlers there, 
will not give the territory a massive financial 
boost, Brisson said. 

"The only possible way for Gaza to develop 
is through an indispensable link with the Is- 
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erated huge interest. According to one initial.4 
estimate, 8 million of the 10.5 million regis“ 
tered voters cast ballots. E 
Counting began slowly on Thursday aft&t' 
five days of delays as a panel of foreign ee 
perts probed electoral fraud allegations sub: 
mitted by the 16 candidates. i 
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‘The debates 


EU NE last look at the American presidential debates, 


before the last two weeks of the nastiest US elec- 
tion season in memory overwhelm the rest of the 

»world in millions of dollars of negative advertising. 

> ' It is now commonplace, except in some hard-core Re- 
“publican websites and in parts of the Fox News Network, 
to say that Sen. John Е Kerry of the Democrats won all 

three of the debates. Even going by 
EDITORIAL е Republicans ridiculously low ex- 

SDa pectations of US President George W. 
“Bush especially in the third debate, the incumbent did 

; not do well at all. 

*, The result is reflected in the surveys of the last three 

«weeks. Before the first debate, Kerry was behind by as 

nuch as double-digits. After the first one, the numbers 
vegan to tighten. By the end of the third debate last week, 
«the presidential contest was—in the racing language ap- 
».propriated by the polling firms—a dead heat. 
n But we think Kerry was only the second biggest winner 
ТЧр the debates. By far the bigger winner was the tradition 
" of debate itself. 
uw As story after story in the US media noted in the run-up 
. to the first debate, American presidential debates have 
“Become increasingly “spun.” The reality of any de- 
"pate—what the candidates said, how they argued, what 
«policies or programs they presented or deconstruct- 
ved—had proven inferior to perceptions about the debate. 
‘The most famous, or notorious, example: Al Gore’s per- 
“formance against Bush in the first debate of the 2000 
election. Instant polls and the consensus of analysts were 
‘unanimous: Gore, the policy wonk, had decisively beaten 
«Bush, the Texas cowboy. 
' So much for reality: Gore's theatrical sighing in the first 
debate—apparently to signal to the viewing public his 
„distaste or contempt for Bush's answers—began to at- 
tract more and more attention. In a matter of weeks, me- 
-dia “buzz” about Gore's melodramatic sighs had reversed 
the results; more people perceived Bush to have won that 
, firstand most crucial round. 

"yy This year, the pre-debate stories dutifully noted the role 
ofspin and the politics of perception. Adding into the mix 
“the substantial lead Bush enjoyed going into the first de- 
"bate and the undoubted spinning skills of Bush strategist 
“Karl Rove, it became conventional wisdom to suggest 
- that the debates had become nothing more than elabo- 

fate political choreography, a once-every-four-years ritu- 
‘al dance that didn't hold much political relevance or offer 
Much political substance. 

7, That notion was shot down from the very first debate. 

To be sure, there was ground for all the cynicism. The 

;rules of the debate did not promise much: the candidates 
Zere not allowed to directly pose questions to one anoth- 
és, the time limits were strict, only one debate featured 
"questions from the audience, and so on. 

г But then small changes took place. The candidates, 
‘but especially Kerry, used their two-minute answers 

"jo address questions to one another, even if only 

"fhetoritally. The candidates, but especially Bush, 
could not wait for the moderator's signal before 
"charging back with a rebuttal. Above all, the TV net- 
“Works covering the event did not consider themselves 
“Bound to the candidates’ agreement (pushed by the 

»,Bush campaign) to disallow two-camera shots or 

»éplit-screens. 

"V^ Asa result of these small changes, but especially of the 

“Vast, more than 60 million Americans (and we dare say 

p millions more watching overseas) saw genuine drama 

i'unfold on screen. 

*. The United States, we hear all too often, is a 50:50 

“nation, deeply divided between the conservatives 

“whom Bush represents and the liberals who supported 
Gore and now support Kerry. (The reality is much more 
^complex, as the brouhaha over Vice President Dick Ch- 
meney’s lesbian daughter demonstrates.) What viewers 
iw in the three debates proved that strong convic- 
"tions can overflow strict time limits or overtake the 
-best-laid plans. 
We think this year's three contests strengthened this 
laudable political tradition, not because Kerry won all of 
| Жет, but because contrary to all expectations, they 

! proved to be real debates. That allowed millions of voters 
to take stock of the challenger, and the political process to 
finally hold the incumbent accountable. 
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‘THE DEATH anniversary of painter Hugo Yon- 
топ Jr. passed yesterday, Oct. 17, without any 
fanfare, not even a whimper, from the local art 
community. Yonzon was one of the best, most 
prolific, most versatile, fastest-working Fil- 
ipino painters—and I've seen a lot of them. In 
fact, he should have been honored asa Nation- 
al Artist, but he had no clique, no lobbyists, no 
drumbeaters in the award-giving bodies. 

Not that Yonzon didn't have any friends. He 
had plenty of them (and I'm proud to be one of 
them): journalists, fellow painters, cartoon- 
ists illustrators, art collectors, gallery owners, 
etc. But unlike some artists who park them- 
selves for hours at the desks of cultural editors 
of newspapers gossiping and wasting time, 
Yonzon had no time for that. He was too busy 
providing for a huge family. 

For unlike other painters, who usually had 
regular 8-5 jobs as principal means of liv 
hood (as art teachers, or as newspaper, maga- 
zine or advertising agency artists, etc.) while 
doing some painting on the sideline or as a 
hobby, Yonzon, for the most part of his career, 
lived entirely from his paintings. During his 
early days, he was the art director of Adcraft, a 
pioneering advertising agency, but he soon left 
the job to draw editorial cartoons, comic strips 
and illustrations for newspapers and maga- 
zines—and yes, to paint. 

He was a member of the triumvirate 
Malanglary Alcala-Yonzon, versatile car- 
toonist-painters who were not only contempo- 
raries but were very close family friends, com- 
padres, gambling buddies, billard addicts, 
barkada, partners in sexcapades, etc. Until AL 
cala got married to a beautiful salesgirl of 
Aguinaldo's Department Store—whom Alcala 
courted almost daily with his two partners be- 
hind him as morale support—the triumvirate 
enjoyed the bohemian night life together. 

Together with other cartoonists, they set up. 
the Bughouse art gallery in Mabini. That was 
back in the 505, when the Philippine Art 
Gallery on Arquiza was the center of the Philip- 
pine world of modern art. The cartoonists en- 


GOD or Fate seems to be really playing tricks 
on this country. The Oakwood mutineers must 
be kicking themselves in the ass. Barely had 
the spit dried on their apology to their com- 
mander in chief than their accusations were 
bolstered by the scandals rocking the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines today. Comes now 
proof that corruption there is far deeper and 
‘more prevalent than even they had led us to 
suppose. 

‘The proof came initially—and almost provi- 
dentially—from an unexpected source. Maj. 

ia's son was held by US immi- 

ies after failing to report he 
was carrying $100,000 into America. Garcia, 
the ex-AFP comptroller, would later try to ex- 
plain it away as a loan from friends here and 
abroad, which only made matters worse. Some 
are luckier than others? That sounds like some 
are smarter than others. 

Subsequent investigation showed that was 
only the tip of the iceberg. Between 2002 and 
2004, Garcia's transactions amounted to an 
eye-popping P185,539,963. This does not in- 
clude his assets in 40 banks and pieces of prop- 
erty in the United States, among them a house 
in Ohio and a Park Avenue condominium in 
New York. Garcia not being that high up in the 
AFP the conclusion could only be that either he 
was an exceptionally clever operator to have 
been able to rip the AFP off that way or, as Sen. 
Aquilino Pimentel baldly says, he was acting 
on behalf of his superiors. There is litle evi- 
dence to suggest he was an exceptionally 
lever operator. 

Of course, 1 would like to add my voice to 
the chorus calling on the Senate and other in- 
vestigating bodies to leave no stone unturned, 
as they like to put it. The moss-covered one 
Garcia represents is bound to yield big worms 
underneath. But 1 would also like to point out 
three things about these iniquitous doings that 
have so far eluded public notice, and outrage. 

The first is the nature of the pillage. It is not. 
only that it is huge—the pillage in some other 
Asian countries is bigger—it is that much of it 
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visioned the Bughouse as the gallery for car- 
toons as PAG was for serious art. 

The PAG it was that popularized most of the 
present icons of neo-realist art: Vicente Man- 
ansala, Hernando R. Ocampo, Cesar F Legaspi, 
Aruro Luz, Fernando Zobel, Ramon Estella, 
etc—and a young cartoonist who dared 
branch into serious painting, Malang. 

The PAG, run by writer Lyd Arguilla, had a 
"feature wall" for young artists, and during 
one exhibition of the latest neo-realist paint- 
ings, several of Malangs first tentative at- 
tempts at serious art were featured there. 
There were only about two dozen pieces, and 
all of them were tiny, measured in few square 
inches. Malang aptly called them “miniature 
paintings.” But they were beautiful pieces, in 
bright decorative primary colors, even if their 
subjects were mostly barong-barongs, squat- 
ters, sidewalk vendors—all visible from the 
second-floor windows of the newsroom of the 
Manila Chronicle on Aduana Street, Intra- 
muros, where Malang worked as an artist. 

Malang was then drawing his Kosme the 
Cop comic strip in the daily and the spot car- 
toon Chaingang Charlie in the weekly This 
Week Magazine; and painting his “miniatures” 
while waiting for the editors to assign him art 
work for the evening. 

At this time, Yonzon was already into seri- 
ous painting, but he was also drawing cartoons 
and comic strips (Sakay and Moy) for the 
Manila Times and comic magazines after his 
work at Adcraft. Every afternoon, he would 
walk from Adcraft on Dasmarifias, across the 
Jones Bridge, to the Chronicle in Intramuros to 
have merienda with Malang and us in the This 


Three things 
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is being transferred abroad. Garcia's wife and 
two sons are American citizens, and Garcia has 
been steadily stashing money in the United 
States. In two months alone this year, January 
and February, he remitted P49.7 million and 
made dollar transactions worth P36.96 mil- 
lion. Along with the $100,000 seized from Gar- 
ЧаЗ son at the San Francisco airport last De- 
cember, these come up to a pretty penny. 

The one reason I've always thought a 
"lifestyle check" on public officials was not just 
inutile but actually inimical to fighting corrup- 
tion was that it gave added incentive to the cor- 
rupt to spirit their loot abroad. A “lifestyle 
check" does not make public officials, civilian. 
or military, honest, it makes them careful. It 
does not fil public officials, civilian or military, 
with a burning desire to live simply, it fills them 
with a desperate sense of need not to get caught 
stealing. A “lifestyle check" merely prevents the 
corrupt from flaunting their ill-gotten wealth 
locally. it doesn't prevent them—or their pa- 
trons, in all probability Garcia isn't doing this 
for himself alone—from doing so abroad. 

In these cash-strapped times, that is abso- 
lutely criminal. The crime isn't just corruption, 
itis treason. It should be treated as such. That 
is what makes our pillage far more harmful 
than that of other Asian countries, We bring 
the loot out, That isn't just money that is lost to 
the taxpayers, that is money that is lost to the 
nation. 

‘The second is the time frame of the pillage, 
much of it happening during the last three 
years. Corruption in the military has always 
been rife, bur it flourished mightily in the last 
three years, during President MacapagalAr- 


Week staff for ideas for their cartoons, Alcala, 
who was drawing Kalabog en Bosyo, Siopaw- 
man, Tipin, etc. for the comic books, was also 
into some serious painting, mostly watercol- 
ors, at that time, but he soon gave that up to 
devote ай his time to comic strips. 

During these sessions, the cartoonists 
picked our brains for ideas for cartoons, and 
usually they left in the evenings with the next 
day's cartoon output already clear in their 
minds. 

When we all left the Chronicle during a labor. 
dispute and dispersed to different newspaper 
publications, Malang concentrated оп paint- 
ing—very successfully (all his exhibits were. 
sold out). When 1 went to The Evening News 
and later the Daily Express, Yonzon followed as 
editorial cartoonist and illustrator. Alcala stuck 
1o his comic strips but at the Express, assigned 
him to make the full-page "Slice of Life" on the 
back page of the Weekend Magazine. 

It was at this time, meanwhile, that Yonzon 
produced his best and most numerous paint- 
ings. While waiting for work at the Evening 
News and Express art departments, he would 
use the time to paint his oils on canvases, ex- 
changing stories and banter with the other 
artists all the time. Before anyone noticed, the 
painting was finished, which was immediately 
bought by collectors. At home, he painted in 
his garage, which he converted into a studio. 
The paintings were bought even before they 
were finished, During his lifetime, Yonzon held 
very few one-man exhibits because he could 
not accumulate enough paintings for such a 
show, They were all snatched up by buyers be- 
fore the paint could even dry on the canvas, 

All three—Malang, Yonzon and Alcala— 
have been nominated separately for National 
Artist. They all deserve it. The question is who 
should get it first; the latter two are dead. My 
suggestion is to give it to all three of them at 
the same time, Or to give it to them as a tri- 
umvirate, for together they combined the arts 
of cartooning and painting to their greatest 
glory. 


royo's time, Much of Garcia's transactions oc- 
curred between the period 2002 and 2004. So. 
did Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes's sudden in- 
crease in wealth. In but one year, from 2002 to 
2003, Reyes’ bank deposits rose 5,381 percent, 
from P75,000 to P4,111,111. His net worth also. 
rose by almost a hundred percent during the 
same period, from P4.8 million to P8.3 million. 
He has the same explanation as Garcia: he has 
rich relations who decided to bequeath. 

"What were the last three years? They were 
the period when GMA waged her "war against 
terrorism,” a "war" that put the reins of gov- 
ernment in the hands of the generals, particu-, 
larly those involved in national security. A 
"war" that turned any criticism against it—par- 
ticularly the destruction of accountability—in- 
to an act of terrorism. I did keep saying at the 
time it wasn't fighting terrorism, it was fo- 
menting it. Corruption naturally followed in its 
wake. You have a situation where you cannot 
question anything government does, particu- 
larly with respect to military operations, you 
guarantee pillage. 

GMA may not escape blame there. She it 
‘was who created that situation. 

Which brings me to the last point. Why in- 
vestigate the military alone? At the very least, 
as Rex Robles adduces, it's not just the generals. 
who are being investigated by US authorities 
for deposits abroad; its also three Cabinet offi- 
cials. Which again is a crime of treason, apart 
from corruption. Malacafiang's reaction to this 
has been to bristle at the thought and demand 
that Robles prove it, the same reaction ithad to 
Bishop Oscar Cruz's charge that government 
was coddling gambling lords, A contrast with 
the way GMA herself went out of her way to 
find proof against Acsa Ramirez after she had 
falsely accused her of being part of the erime 
she had reported, 

At the very most, you want to see who expe- 
rienced a sudden improvement in fortunes in 
recent years after desperately knocking on 
doors trying to find work only a decade ago, 
look at one Mike Arroyo. 
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IN OUR time heroes don't come aplenty. But in. 
Tolosa, Leyte, its a red-letter day today as the ob- 
servance of “Signal Day” ushers in the 60th an- 
niversary of the landing at Leyte Gulf of Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur's troops, which started the 
“re-taking” of the Philippines from the Japanese 
forces. Today's celebration brings local officials 
led by Leyte Gov. Carlos Jericho Petilla, Leyte first 
district Rep. Remedios Petilla, Tolosa Mayor Hi- 
lario Caadan and Vice Mayor Erwin Ocaña, as 
well as national officials, war veterans, diplomats 
and civil society, to Tolosa, to recall and extol the 
heroism of a former Boy Scout and his two 
friends, The three heroes of Leyte, in their early 
30s then and with families of their own, were 
credited with having saved thousands of lives in 
the province during MacArthurs landing, by 
guiding Allied fire to their targets instead of let- 
ting it fall indiscriminately. Their families will be 
оп hand to receive honors for their forebears. 

Accounts recall that 60 years ago, Valeriano 
Tbaiez Abello, dubbed in Leyte as the "last hero 
of World War Ii,” sensed that something big was 
going to take place when he noticed Japanese 
military officers conferring endlessly with their 
troops, On Oct. 18, 1944, Abello, then 31 years 
old and who worked in Tacloban's forestry of- 
fice, saw a fleet of Allied warships darkening 
the eastern horizon of Leyte Gulf. From the 
beach he saw two men facing each other on two 
different ships and signaling furiously. As a for- 
mer Boy Scout trained in semaphore, he knew 
they were going by a code and he realized this 
had to do with the bombings that could precede 
the landing. 

Abello, familiar with map-reading as а 
forestry personnel, wanted to signal the allies 
about enemy fortifications. But his family and 
neighbors dissuaded him as the Japanese were 
already positioned on the shore. But he 
couldn't be stopped. The next day, he evacuated 
his family to barrio Telegrafo; then, on the 
beach, he used two white sheets tied to sticks 
and warned US Warship No. 467, which was a 
kilometer away, not to land as Japanese troops 
were all over the place. He signaled that he 


AS visitors flocked to Davao City these past 
weeks, Vice Mayor Luis Bonguyan boasted that 
the city is proving to be the “Capital of Min- 
danao.” The vice mayor may be accused of blow- 
ing his horn. But the recent activities, hosted by 
the city to highlight not just the island's trade and 
tourism potentials but also the Mindanao peo- 
ple's quest for peace, are a testament to the is- 
land's strategic importance, both economically 
and politically. 

Even Malacafiang could not ignore this. After 
several visits to the areas that “delivered” large 
votes for her in the last elections—Cebu province, 
in particular—President Macapagal-Arroyo final- 
ly came to Davao City on Sept. 16 and delivered а 
31-minute speech at the 13th Mindanao Business. 
Conference, which was attended by businessper- 
sons not only from Mindanao but also from the 
other parts of the Philippines and from the neigh- 
boring Asean countries 

Federalism, trade liberalization and easing of 
requirements in the exploitation of the island's 
rich mineral resources were but a few of the buz- 
zwords during the conference. 

, In the same gathering, the President also 
‘boasted that she has two Davacefios in her Cabi- 
net: former Davao del Norte Gov. Rodolfo del 
Rosario, the presidential adviser on new govern- 
ment centers, and Presidential Assistant Jesus 
Dureza, chair of the Mindanao Economic Devel- 
opment Council (Medco), 

‘Two weeks later, President Arroyo was again 
back in Davao City to grace the opening of the 
month-long WOW Mindanao Tourism Exposition 
that showcases the “sights and sounds" of the is- 
land's provinces and cities. Since its opening Oct. 
“1, the WOW Mindanao Expo has attracted thou- 
sands of visitors, including ambassadors from 
five Latin American countries and US Ambas- 
sador to the Philippines Francis Ricciardone who, 
expectedly, was met with loud protests from pro- 
gressive groups. 

Ricciardone was in Davao to launch the so- 
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knew where the enemy fortifications were and 
that he wanted to come aboard to tell the Amer- 
icans. Given the go-signal to come aboard im- 
mediately, Abello talked to two friends, Antero 
Junia and Vicente Tiston, who readily joined 
him on a little boat. As Junia's son, Rafaelito, 
recalled in the 2002 celebrations, his mother 
objected to his father's adventure, but the latter. 
couldn't be stopped, too. As the three men pad- 
dled the one-kilometer distance, their boat was 
shelled by the Japanese, capsizing it. They 
braved three shellings before being hoisted up 
the US destroyer. Asa result of the briefings, the 
US fleet was able to avoid firing into the civilian 
Populace in several towns. 

‘One of the lapses of history, however, is that 
Abello applied for veteran status after the war, 
but he was never granted it. Perhaps, it can 
now be rectified. 

Earlier this month, Speaker Jose de Venecia a 
dressed the United Nations Security Council in 
New York to propose the establishment of an "In- 
ter-Religious Council" as a special unit of the UN 
system or of the Security Council. With the contin- 
uing war in Iraq (nearly four months after ће 
tumover of the reins of government from the 
Americans to the Iraqi interim government), the 
recent elections in Afghanistan (the first free elec- 
toral exercise after the country’s liberation by the 
US and its allies from the Taliban), and the contin- 
uing clashes between the Israeli and Palestinian 
forces, JDV's proposal is an innovative idea that is 


most relevant today. Such an interfaith council, he 
said, is "an idea whose time has come.” 


As JDV argues, the religious sector, com- 


Elements of peace 
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called “virtual US consulate” for Mindanzo, 
which members of the Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan (Bayan) claimed would be used by the US 
government as its "virtual spy house" in Min- 
danao in the “global war on terrorism.” 

Indeed, the continuing interest of the US gov- 
erment in Mindanao has become more and 
more evident in recent years, especially with the 
now permanent Balikatan exercises. Incidentally, 
the Davao City Council and the city’s barangay 
captains have passed separate resolutions oppos- 
ing the holding of any Balikatan exercise any- 
where in the city, noting that it is not "in the best 
interest of the Davaoefios,” а stand also ex- 
pressed earlier by Mayor Rodrigo Duterte. 

One very noticeable feature in the ongoing 
WOW Mindanao Expo at the SM City grounds is a 
"Peace Pavilion" where visitors are requested to. 
sign a manifesto supporting the quest for peace in 
Mindanao. The presence of the pavilion mirrors 
the fact that amid the buzz and gliter, amid the 
grandiose plans of politicians and economic man- 
agers, the clamor for peace persists. Rightly so, 
considering that Mindanao has long been a hotbed 
of two of Asia's longest running rebellions—one 
being waged by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, 
the other by the communists’ New People's Army. 

Ironically, while these high-profile activities 
are going on, the people of Mindanao are yet to 
hear the progress in the resumed peace talks be- 
tween the government and the MILF in Malaysia. 
It is reassuring to note, however, that the cease- 
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posed of the various faiths in the world, has 

the “moral influence” to help the Security 

Council in resolving conflicts, particularly 

those with “religious undertones.” But the re- 

ligious sector, he said, has not been fully 

tapped by the international community as an 
fective tool for peace-making. 

The above-cited three “politico-religious 
conflicts,” unmistakably have religious un- 
dertones which, sadly, have only exacerbat- 
ed the problem of religious intolerance and 
misunderstanding in many parts of the 
world. 

Doubtless, in the last few days, many of us 
were reminded of how badly needed are the in- 
pats of am interfaith council: US warplanes are 

mbing the Iraqi city of Fallujah, followed by en- 
circlement moves by US and Iraqi troops, just 
when the Muslims’ holy month of Ramadan is 
starting. Curiously, the bombings and ground 
troop movements were justified as a way to help 
ensure the peaceful observance of Ramadan 
amid threats from Iraqi militants. One is tempted 
to ask, couldnt these conflicts have been dis- 
cussed by rational religious leaders? 

De Venecia has tirelessly espoused the idea 
of an interfaith council in various forums in 
Asia and Africa over the past three years, since 
the Sept. 11, 2001 bombings in the US. I recall 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo espoused 
the idea during her state visit to the US last 
year and, in fact, she and JDV proposed it to 
President Bush at their Oval Office meeting. 1 
also recall that in the first three days or so af- 
ter 9/11, among the first things Bush did was 
to gather various Muslim leaders based in the 
US to show that the bombings were the handi- 
work of just a few aberrant Muslims. JDV's 
idea has the endorsements of new UN General 
Assembly president Jean Ping and the Perma- 
nent US representative to the UN, former Sen. 
John Danforth. 

Let's all hope and pray that the word's most 
powerful leaders could bring this idea to life 
and make it a working reality. 


fire inked by both parties appears to be holding, 
especially with the presence of the international 
monitoring team that for the past weeks has been 
visiting the island's "armed conflict areas.” That 
the ceasefire is holding surely provides a breather 
to hundreds of thousands of Mindanao refugees 
who have been displaced—economically espe- 
cially—for the past several decades, 

What is not reassuring, though, is the fact that 
every time the stalled talks is to resume, there are 
“unseen hands" that are apparently bent to "sabo- 
tage" it. The MILE on several occasions, has re- 
peatedly denied any organizational connection to 
the so-called al-Qaida-linked Jemaah Islamiyah. It 
even opened its camps for inspection to the gov- 
emment and members of the monitoring team. 
Yer, the same issue is again being resurrected by 
so-called “military intelligence experts," apparent- 
ly to further muddle the talks. Recently too, there 
was also a news report, quoting military sources as 
saying that MILF chair Hadji Ibrahim Murad is los- 
ing organizational control of his followers. “The 
report is unfair" commented Dureza, who once 
headed the government panel, adding that it does 
not augur well for the success of the talks. 

But а fruicful outcome of the peace talks would 
be buta part of the solution that the people of Min- 
danao have long been advocating. At the recent 
Mindanao Convention of Lawyers, also held in 
Davao City, Supreme Court Chief Justice Hilario Da- 
vide Jr, aptly summed up the elements required for 
peace in Mindanao: “Our country cannot enjoy the 
genuine blessings of justice, peace and develop- 
ment unless we have these in Mindanao. For Min- 
danao is a big portion of the Philippines and the 
whole suffers when even a small part of it suffers. 
Thus, we see the Philippines, and even its furure, 
through Mindanao... By peace, we do not refer to 
the ‘chilling silence of the grave’ or to the absence of 
war, strife or conflict. By genuine peace is meant an 
environment which nurtures understanding and 
harmony among peoples of different religions, be- 
liefs, practices, traditions, even idiosyncrasies.” 


60 years after MacArthur’s return 


‘THE FRENCH, in commemorating the 60th an- 
niversary of the D-Day landing in Normandy, con- 
ferred the French Legion of Honor on every veter- 
an who managed to attend the ceremonies. The 
Philippines, in commemorating the Leyte Land- 
ing, the equivalent (in the Pacific theater of the 
wat) of the Normandy invasion, is giving every 
veteran who manages to show up a consuelo de 
bobo: a commemorative token to pin on their 
chest. 

IuQuen writer TJ Burgonio in his Sunday arti- 
cle on the 60th anniversary commemoration, in- 
advertently points out the difficulties involved in 
properly commemorating the Leyte Landing, say- 
ing that “MacArthur's landing on Leyte, together 
with... Osmefia, set the stage for the Battle of 
Leyte Gulf, described by historians as the largest 
air-sea battle recorded in history, at least up to 
that time.” The difficulty revealed by Burgonio is 
the need to hedge—because the events being 
written about have become so remote. There is 
no need to qualify any statement about Leyte 

f: it was—and is—the Jargest naval battle in 
istory, period. But it was a prelude to the inva- 
sion, not the other way around. 

Оп ће Internet, you can find an interesting i 
terview done some years back, with one of Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur's aides. The aide, "Doc" Ege- 
berg, has some little-known vignettes about 
MacArthur, 

Egeberg says that before MacArthur stepped 
ashore on Leyte in October 1944: 

“He was very anxious to get back. During the 
"Battle of Leyte Gulf there were tense moments. 
We were watching the night firing at the mouth of 
the gulf when we suddenly saw magnesium 
flares; those flares make the sun pale in compari- 
son. MacArthur became very excited: "Му God, 
they haven't got radar! We'll win... he knew 
without radar the Japanese couldnt find our 

. With radar, the enemy could have sunk our 
ships and annihilated our landing force." 

As for the famous "1 have returned" speech, 
«Egeberg had this to say: 


THE LoNc View 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


"[MacArthur] had told our communications 
people that he and President Sergio Osmefia (of 
the Philippines) would make a speech after they 
had landed. As he was going over his speech the 
night before, he said, ‘Doc, I know the term Thave. 
returned’ has been said a lot, but I've got to say it” 
He read the speech to us, which wasn't very long, 
and wanted our opinions on it. I thought it was 
very good until he got to one point. It said, . and. 
the tinkle of the laughter of little children will 
again be heard on the streets.’ I said: ‘My God, 
General, you can'tsay that! Thats a time-honored 
cliché! The rest was straightforward, but he got 
sentimental at that point, ...He followed my ad- 
vice maybe three times. He also told me to remain 
with Osmefia because he probably would not like 
the feeling of being ashore... 

“He was afraid that Osmefia might want to re- 
turn to the cruiser too soon. We maneuvered into 
a quiet grove where they could set up the commu- 
nications equipment. We were to broadcast to a 
ship offshore and they, in turn, would broadcast 
his message to the world. Well, MacArthur gave 

is short speech and Osmefia gave his. Then, as 
soon as he could, probably a month later, 
Macarthur had a ceremony on the steps of the 
capitol of Leyte, at Tacloban. He said, "We are 
turning over the governing of this province to 
you, the Filipino people.’ He wanted to give them 
power as soon as he could.” 

Egeberg too, discussed his view as to how Fil- 
ipino people regarded MacArthur: 

"They looked on him as a leader. In fact, on Lu- 
zon, every time we would stop somewhere, peo- 
ple would come dragging a man in and wanting 


MacArthur to pull out a pistol and shoot him. 
They accused individuals of being collaborators 
with the Japanese. So MacArthur had to come to 
а conclusion—unless the accused man was at the 
governors level or he had become extremely 
wealthy during the Japanese occupation, he 
didn't think that the person should be labeled а 
traitor or collaborator. In fact, many thought that 
Gen. Manuel Roxas y Acuña was a collaborator. 
But MacArthur had known him, and he didn't 
think he was the kind of man to do that. He made 
the decision that Roxas wasn't a collaborator. And 
Ithink MacArthur was right. Sometimes you have 
to deal with the enemy to save your people. 
MacArthur said to me, You watch, Roxas will be 
president someday" And he was. Right after Os- 
mefia.” 

‘The French still view the Normandy invasion 
as the start of the liberation of France. Indeed, 
their parting of ways with their American allies 
took 20 years. The irritation felt by the French 
over the subsequent, post-liberation gloating of 
the Americans became a serious rivalry when 
Gen. Charles de Gaulle decided, after the way the 
United States erept to the brink of nuclear war 
during the Cuban missile crisis, that America had 
risked its allies without even a by-your-leave as to 
the actions it was planning to undertake. The 
same, in a sense, should apply to the Philippines. 
Leyte was the beginning of liberation which was 
desired and sought by Filipinos. What happened 
asa consequence of that liberation should not de- 
tract-from what it represented at the time—and 
what it will always represent: the kicking out of a 
hated invader. 

The interview of "Doc" Egeberg by Al Heming- 
way can be found at_htrp://historynet.comy 
wwi/bltherealmacarchur/index. html. The official 
website of the Leyte Landing 60th Anniversary 
Commemoration can be found at hirp://www.dot 
peve.gouph/Events/Leyte%20GulM™20Landings/ 
‘programme%20o!%20activities. html. 


Comments are welcome at wiww.quezon.ph 


ny 
Improbable stories ' 


WITH OIL prices reaching unprecedented highs, the buz- 
zwords in the country now are "energy conservation" and 
"alternative sources of energy" 

In keeping with the mood of the times, the I nquinen pub- 
lished last Oct. 7 an article in its Motoring section (Another 
‘water-powered engine in the works"), written by Tessa 
Salazar, about the invention of Glenn Castillo that uses the. 
hydrogen compo- 
ment of water to run 
a motor vehicle. 

The report stated 
that a prototype of 
his invention was 
displayed at the 
Manila Hotel and 
that Castillo's sports 
utility vehicle, which 
is fitted with this gizmo, runs on 80 percent hydrogen and 20 
percent diesel. 

A reader, RV de Vera, who gave the impression that he is 
а car enthusiast, found the story too good to be true. He 
wrote: “Are you gullible or totally ignorant? How could you 
be so naive to even publish as banner story the water-pow- 
ered and hydrogen gas reactor whatever of whoever that 
guyist!! 

"tts a hoax. For your basic info, it takes millions of volts if 
not hundreds of thousands, to convert water to hydrogen, 
this process is called electrolysis, and anything else is called 
bullshit. 

“Filipino inventors they are not, scammers and big fat 
liars, they are. One big fat lie is most believable. Nauto na- 
man kayo (You fell for it) 

“For your guidance, Scandinavian countries and those 
with surpluses of power are at the forefront of electrolysis. It 
is now being piloted by BMW in its cars, and Mercedes-Benz 
launched a fleet of buses to be fueled by hydrogen that came 
from water that came from HUGE POWER PLANTS and con- 
verters. 2 

"Itain'teven viable now because of the costs in converting 
a gallon of water versus the huge electric bill. How can you 
be so naive? You obviously don’t read enough car magazines 
and journals. You have just made even more gullible readers 
believe the hoax.” 


Palabrica 


Response 

Pretty strong statements from the reader. He must have 
been so discomfited by the reported invention that he-did 
mot mince words in criticizing the Inquire for giving it 
prominent space in the Motoring section. He probably thinks 
its rightful place is “Ripley's Believe it or Not.” 

If somebody else wrote the article, 1 may have quickly 
shared the reader's thoughts. But considering the stature of 
the writer, who has written countless reports about motor 
vehicles through the years, 1 felt the reader's letter deserved 
to be shown to her so she can comment on it. And her re- 
sponse was equally strong. € 

Addressing the reader, Salazar replied: “... I've gotten 

inos taking in everything that foreign magazines 
tell them hoók, line and sinker. Challenging a ‘120-year-old 
supposed sole truth’ that only fossil fuels are the viable 
means of running an engine is not the height of stupidity. Not 
thinking of an alternative is. 

“Visit <fuelcellsworks.com> (where the INQUIREN'S water- 
powered article was recently posted). It is a network of a 
team of science researchers worldwide who compete against 
each other on hydrogen fuel research from different coun- 
tries. Glenn Castillo is among those competing. 

"If our own Department of Science and Technology [be- 
lieved) this inventors story, why wouldn't I write about his 
invention? And if the invention was exhibited for three days 
at фе Manila Hotel under the scrutinizing eyes of 3,000 
members of the business community and engineers recently, 
why should I not write about it further for the public to de- 
cide? 

"You and I are invited, along with many other scientists, to 
watch demos of this and other inventions at the Filipino In- 
ventors' Society office in Quezon City. Castillo is willing to 
talk to you for the complete address. 

“Obviously, you think that only the Western developed 
world can solve the problems it created for itself and for the 
rest of the world, And that weakness is bringing the rest of us 
down.” 

Information 

By reproducing excerpts of the two letters, it is not my in- 
tention to start a debate on who is right and who is wrong. I 
will leave that matter for the experts to decide. 

‘This is not the first time that the newspaper has been tak- 
еп to task by some readers for writing about ideas or 
schemes that, in their opinion, are too good to be true or, to. 
put it bluntly, outlandish. i 

When a report about the benefits of virgin coconut oil 
came out recently, two readers complained that the In- 
quinen was “peddling half-truths that had long been dis- 
proved by scientific findings.” They questioned the exper- 
tise and competence of the people who espouse the view 
that coconut oil is а more healthful alternative to soy- 
based products. 

‘Stories about persons or animals with extraordinary, (or 
freakish) physical characteristics often raise eyebrows from 
readers who, aside from questioning the merit of publishing 
them, wonder if these accounts are true or were made up on- 
lyby the writers to meet their reportorial quotas. 

While I respect the readers’ right to criticize the editorial 
contents of a newspaper, I think it is not fair to shoot the mes- 
Senger for reporting the news that the reader either does not 
like, does not believe in, or is beyond his level of comprehen- 
sion. 

Whether or not an event, personality or something is 
newsworthy or deserving of publication is a judgment call 
that the editorial staff is called upon to make every day. They 
draw on their training, experience and, most of all, gut feel- 
ing in making those decisions. 

It is up to the people to believe or disbelieve the things 
they read in the newspaper. But woe to the newspaper that 
earns a reputation for inaccuracy or exaggeration; its credi- 

ity will suffer with consequent adverse effects on its via- 
bility. 

‘The jury is still out on whether motor vehicles can run on 
water or not. Suffice it to say that if some of our ancestors did 
not keep an open mind about the things that were thought to 
be heresies at that time—like the world is flat and the sun re- 
volves around the earth—we probably would still be com- 
municating through animal skin drums. 

The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad- 
dress: "The Readers’ Advocate" c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
‘Makati City. Or through fax nos, 897-4793 to 94, or reader- 
sadvocate@inquirercom ph. 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The Хош Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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Textbooks for review 


1 WISH to put to light the alleged 
errors contained in textbooks be- 
ing used by our high school stu- 
dents today. While so much has 
been said about the issue, it is my 
duty to assure our students and 
parents that necessary steps are be- 
ing taken to address this problem. 

"The book “Asya: Noon, Ngayon 
at sa Hinaharap,” published in 
1998 and reissued in 2001, 
rently being evaluated by a 
pendent panel of historians. 
“Asya” is due for replacement in 
June 2005. For this reason, recall- 
ing the book may not be neces- 
sary; teaching notes will be di 
tributed instead once the com- 
plete report by the external evalu- 
ators has been submitted, in time 
for the start of the second 
semester in November. 

The same process will be ob- 
served for the books "Science and 
Technology 1 and I" and 
“Kasaysayan ng Daigdig” to put to 
rest allegations of error. Teams of 
experts and external evaluators 


Appalling gov't suppression of dissent 


IN OUR nation’s brief history, vio- 
lent dispersals of protest actions 
are not bizarre. This is because the 
suppression of legitimate forms of 
dissent in the form of violent dis- 
persal is state policy rather than 
an act of last resort. 

Still, we are appalled by the Ше- 
gal and violent dispersal by the 
combined troops of the Philippine 
National Police, the Bureau of Fire 
Protection, and private security 
guards of ordinary government em- 
ployees picketing in front of the 
Government Service Insurance Sys- 
tem building. At least 20 from our 
delegation меге hurt and scores 
hospitalized in that incident. 

This is appalling because those. 
who were gassed and hosed 
down—street sweepers, clerks, 
engineers, health workers, ac- 
countants, all civil servants—were 
only holding a peaceful rally and 


are being constituted to review 
these books. 

To calm down the apprehen- 
sions of our educators and learn- 
ers, 1 have ordered the review of 
all textbooks currently being used 
mot only in public secondary 
schools but also in public elemen- 
tary schools. Again, teams of ex- 
perts will be engaged to review 
these books. 

‘The Department of Education - 
has introduced reforms in text- 
book evaluation and distribution 
since 2002, particularly in adopt- 
ing a two-tiered process for text- 
book evaluation. Most of these 
books in question were evaluated 
before these reforms were intro- 
duced. 

My request to media and the 
general publicis to give the DepEd 
а chance to.thoroughly and com- 
pletely review all books in ele- 
mentary and high school. The pro- 
cess of external review is consid- 
ered to ensure objectivity and fai 
ness and to determine once and 


for all the integrity of instructional 
materials. 

We also assure students, par- 
ents, teachers and taxpayers that 
ме will exercise due diligence in 
our review process. We will not 
sacrifice quality for expediency, 
but we will not sit, either, on this 
process without urgency. By the 
third quarter, the DepEd will re- 
lease the results of our review of 
all textbooks. 

Twish to invite experts and con- 
cerned citizens to join in our pro- 
cess. We thank the media for their 
activism; but beyond the head- 
lines and editorials is a process re- 
quiring the cooperation, involve- 
ment and patience of everyone. 

We encourage the public to 
reach us by texting us at 262 for 
‘Smart and 2327 for Globe sub- 
scribers. We can also be reached at 
telephone number 6337208. 

—FLORENCIO B. ABAD, 

secretary, 

Department of Education, 
Ortigas, Pasi 


A nation in siesta 


GOD created the Philippines as an 
agricultural country rich in natu- 
ral resources. But Filipinos do not 
seem to appreciate this. We have a 
Jot of of idle lands, mountains and 
seas. And parents prefer that their 
children become professionals, 
with white-collar jobs. So they sell 
their lands justto be able to give 
their children education, which is 
now a luxury nowadays. 

Children of farmers are bom 
deep in debt inherited from their 
ancestors. Before the war, Chinese 
women were yayas, now itis the 
reverse. Many Filipino women are 
the housemaids of foreigners. 

ipinos are more intelligent 
than many foreigners, but because. 
of their colonial mentality, most. 
behave as if they are inferior to 
other peoples. And they think the 
color of one's skin makes fora bet- 
ter or lesser person. 

We hear of economic experts 
from the most prestigious univer- 
sities. But they do not contribute 
to the Philippine economy; in- 
stead they go abroad and apply 
there what they have learned 
here. 

Business—until lately, even ed- 
ucation—is controlled by foreign- 
ers. Filipinos lend their talent to 
naturalized Filipinos and obse- 
quiously serve as dummies or sub- 
ordinates. Patriotism is sacrificed 
on the altar of globalization. Con- 
quered through religion, then 
through arms, the Philippines re- 
mains a subjugated country, con- 
trolled by other states through 
economic measures. Poor Pinoys! 

Industrially, our country cannot 
compete even with Taiwan, much 
A less with Japan, China and Korea. 
101 MatimyasBldg, -We cannot even produce cars. 
E.RodriguezStAve,QC The tendency of many Filipinos 

7 to blame the weather and take 
siesta—a practice leamed from 
the Spanish colonizers—should 
be corrected if we want progress. 

—JULIAN M. MALONSO, 
92 New York S! 
Cubao, Quezon City 


expressing their disgust over the 
leadership of GSIS president and 
general manager Winston Garcia. 
On reported orders from Garcia, 
these GSIS card-bearing members 
were forcefully driven away like 
filthy, unwanted guests. 

Our message during that rally 
was simple: Garcia should not stay 
‘a minute longer at the GSIS. Un- 
der his watch, the GSIS has be- 
come insensitive to our needs. 
Hundreds of thousands of em- 
ployees have been denied their 
right to avail themselves of the 
agency's benefits owing to the er- 
roneous policies of its president. 
Garcia unabashedly enjoys unlim- 
ited powers to inappropriately di- 
vert reserve funds and place them 
in questionable investments, such 
as high-priced paintings. 

We call on the immediate resig- 
nation of Garcia and a thorough 


investigation of his alleged in- 
volvement in irregularities should 
be made. We also appeal for a 
‘change of policies with respect to 
the suspension of loan releases, 
the high-interest rates of salary 
loans, the unjust increases in con- 
tribution, the unfair retirement 
benefits and investment policies 
resulting to misuse of funds. 
Ordinary government workers 
continue to suffer inequities as a 
result of inequitable state policies 
even as they try very hard to hon- 
estly earn a living. Fat cats in gov- 
ernment, like Garcia, continue to 
enjoy being valuable political al- 
lies of the President even as they 
bleed state firms dry. 
—ROMAN M. SANCHEZ, 
National Food Authority 
Employees Association, 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 
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A forgotten Boy Scout hero 


PART of this years 60th Leyte 
Landing celebration is the Signal 
Day which will be held today, Oct. 
18 in Telegrafo, Tolosa, Leyte. Ex- 
actly 66 years ago to this day, a 
young Boy Scout of America, а 
member of Troop 129, bravely 
stood on the shores of Telegrafo, 
defying Japanese bullets, to send 
‘a message to the approaching US 
naval fleet. Introducing himself 
with the use of semaphore (a sys- 
tem for sending signals taught as 
basic scouting skill flags, he 
warned that the American bom- 
bardment could result in heavy 
casualties of civilians caught in 
the line of fire of the advancing 
liberation forces. He did not hesi- 
tate for a second when ordered, in 
a messgereply to "соте 
aboard." 

Nota few civilians saw this feat. 
‘And immediately after the war, his 
heroism easily became the talk not 
only of Tolosa, but also of Leyte. 
To this day his heroism is still be- 
ing told and retold: 

With help from barriomates An- 
tero Junia and Vicente Tiston, he 
took a banca, and together they 
rowed toward the nearest ship. 
On the way, a cannon fire from 
atop Mt. Inapusong, a hill located 
some three kilometers from 
Tolosa town proper, almost hit 
them, overturning their banca and 
throwing them off to sea. An 
‘American PT boat picked them up 
and brought them to a battleship, 

On the ship, the young Boy 
Scout, Valeriano 1. Abello, was 


Capricious authority 


ON OCT. 1, 2004, Health Secre- 
tary Manuel Dayrit reportedly is- 
sued an administrative order "to 
take effect immediately" stipulat- 
ing that the 20 percent discount 
оп senior citizens’ purchases of 
drugs/medicines shall be limited 
to generics. 

If this is true, Dayrit, in effect 
amended—even worse, violat- 
ed—Par. (a), Sec. 4 of RA 9257, 
which states: "(a) the grant of 
twenty percent (20%) discount 
from all establishments relative to 
the utilization of services in hotels 
and similar lodging establish- 
ments, restaurants and recreation. 
centers, and purchase of 
medicines in all establishments 
for the exclusive use or enjoyment 


separated from his two compan- 
ions. He was brought to the war 
room of the command ship. There, 
ship officers were surprised to find 
out thata “native” had pretty good 
skills in reading the map and us- 
ing the compass. Then, one by 
one, he indicated the Japanese 
gun emplacements in that part of 
Leyte, including the type of can- 
mons installed in each. Asked why 
he knew about those guns, he told 
them he was a member of a local 
guerrilla unit attached to Col. Ru- 
репо Kangleon. 

It is an acknowledged fact in 
Tolosa—and in Leyte, for that 
matter—that had it not been for 
his bravery, thousands of civilians 
and Allied soldiers could have per- 
ished, a large number of naval 
ships destroyed, and much need- 
ed war materiel gone to waste. Or, 
maybe, the Leyte Landing would 
have taken a little longer and 
would be celebrated much later 
than Oct. 20 

Some say that his feat could 
have been the most heroic act of a 
Boy Scout during World War П 
anywhere in the world. 

It is a pity that Tatay Yayong is 
remembered only because the ev- 
er grateful people of Tolosa care to 
remember him. Tatay Yayong de- 
serves a place in the Libingan ng 
mga Bayani, but who cares? What 
а way to honor real Filipino 
heroes! E 

—ALLAN C. IBANEZ, 
Tanghas, Tolosa, Leyte, 
seven_allan@yahoo.com 


of senior citizens, including funer- 
al and burial services for the death 
of senior citizens.” 

The Senior Citizens’ Advisory 
and Advocacy Group pleads with 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to di- 
rect Secretary Dayrit to immediate- 
ly recall his Oct. 1 order limiting 
the application of the mandated 20 
percent discount to generics. 

Dayrit's order is a capricious 
and utterly illegal imposition, tan- 
tamount to arrogant abuse of au- 
thority. 

—RAMON ALFONSO A. FUENTES, 
president/CEO, 

Senior Citizens’ Advisory 

and Advocacy Group, 

POBox 136 Araneta Center, 
Cubao, Quezon City 
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Now, Meralco delivers its services via the Internet. Simply log on to www.meralco.com.ph for: 
* Locations and contact details of all Meralco branches 
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Marcos money to fund new land body 


By Vincent Cabreza Officially, only DAR сап access officials about these changes, 364% legal backbone, Villa told  NCIP have asked indigenous peo- 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau the Marcos funds, Villa said. stressing thatthe DLR officiallyre- the INQUIRER. ples to decide in an emergency as- 
The directive subordinates placed theiragencyon Sept. 27. Не admitted that DLR now has sembly tomorrow whether thoy 
BAGUIO CITY—President Macapagal-Arroyo will use the NCIP and PCUP under the new de-* He said Ms Arroyo took two supervision over three proprietary are willing to reduce the NCIP- 
recovered P3bilion Marcos deposits, which are meant растоп, by making Петерис weels to decide tat the NCID inmunes DARS Cetus of powers for a share in the Mars 
ы т d IA ive cha underseeretaries, should fall under the supervision wnership Awards (Cloa) and funds that are now entrusted to: 
озат запеа E Jand reform in urban areas "BO 364 also rescues DAR from of DAR, and not the Department NCIPS Certificates of Ancestral Do- DAR. 
hte a ? dissolution in 2008 when it is ex- of Environment and Natural Re- main Titles (САРТ) and Certificates NCIP admits to have issued only 
Land Reform Secretary Rene Villa partment ofLand Reform (DLR), ресей to complete the distribu- sources, where it was originally of Ancestral Land Titles (ALT). 28 САРТ, and no САЈТ, since its 
onSaturdaysailthisistheratonale "The МОР has been considered a tion of 835,000 hectares of land, intended to be merged. DAR and МСР had originally creation because it never received” 
behind Executive Order 364, which powerful insitutonbecause talone Villa said. EO 364 defines the merger as clashed over jurisdiction when enough government subsidy. 
combined ће Department of Agrar- grantstitles ‘over all ancestral lands. “Congress will not likely ex- part of the governments stream- agrarian reform officials ven- Villa said EO 364 ensures that all. 
fan Reform, the National Commis. EO 364 now gives DLR the tend for a second time (the Com- lining operation to stop a grow- tured into agriculture lands that three agencies have a single finan.’ ` 
sion on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), mandate over “agrarian reform, prehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- ing P200-billion deficit. are also claimed by indigenous cial resource for their administra- 
and the Presidential Commission on urban land reform and ancestral gram)," Villa said. But Malacafiang alerted DLR’ peoples, Villa said. tive expenses, making the Marcos 
the Urban Poor (PCUP) into the De- domain reform.” He briefed the DAR Cordillera коа suit that would challenge EO Seven commissioners of the  fundsan “indirect source” for NCIB" 


SECOND ТОМЕ) .. iie KMU leader slain in Tacloban 
16-year-old boy owns up to killing of TV anchor лев its yoo end TH 


PDI Visayas Bureau motorcycle driven by Devaras at, 
By Nestor P. Burgos Jr ‘ment in the crime but later admit- He said Gonzales’ gun hit his arm and woman talking outside the about 10 p.m. on their way home 
PDI Visayas Bureau tedbeingoneofthethreemenwho and it made his (Tommy's) gun саг The couple, he added, went TACLOBAN CITY—Unidentified after attending a picket of dismissed 
attacked Misajon and Ma. Teresa point at Misajon’s stomach. back inside the сагала locked the assailants on Friday night shot employees of the Leyte Metropoli- 
ШОШО CITY—A lójearold boy Bacabac in Barangay San Rafael in Мізајоп, 29, died from a bullet door and windows after they saw dead a labor leader and wounded (ап Water District in front of the. 
‘owned up tothe killing of television Mandurziao District on Sept. 23. wound in the stomach two days them approaching. his companion along Paseo de LMWD office on Mabini Street. 
news anchor Christopher Misajon, Tommy confessed his involve- after the shooting. iik, he said, smashed the Legaspi Street this city. Upon reaching Paseo de 
sayingheshothimbyaccident. — mentin an affidavithemade Friday Tommy said Gonzales told him window of the driver's seat while Sammy Bandilla, 27, and coor- Legaspi Street, two men riding a 
"Tommy (not his real name), night, He was assisted by lawyers they were going to waylay and Tommy and Gonzales pointed dinator ofthe Kilusang Mayo Uno motorcycle drove alongside 
surrendered to reporters of dyOK Eduardo Jalbuna and Jose Naran- roba meat vendor but decided to their guns at Misajon. in Tacloban, suffered a bullet them. One of the two men then. 
Aksyon Radyo in lloilo on Friday jo, chair and member, respectively, rob the two victims after their The suspects fled taking with wound at the back ofhishead. Не fired at them, hitting Bandilla 
and was turned ovtr to the Man- of the lloilo chapter of the Integrat- original target failed toshow up. ет the bag with cell phones died while being brought to the and Devaras. Bondilla was sitting 
durriao District police station, ed Bar ofthe Philippines. He said they saw a car enter and P500, said Tommy. hospital, between Devaras and Susaya. , 
He was the second suspect to. Tommy said he was pointing а the secluded area close to where City Prosecutor Efrain Baldago Ніз companion Bernardo De- Сме? Supt. Dionisio Coloma, 
surface after Rosenie Gonzales, shotgun atthe leg of Misajon when they were waiting for the meat said the statements of Gonzales varas was hit at his back. Another Easter Visayas police director, said 
who surrendered on Oct. 10. Gon. it accidentally fired after the victim vendor at around 1 a.m. of Sept. and Tommy jibed except for mi- companion, Jovito Susaya was he ad formed a task force to identi- 
zales, 24, initially denied involve- partied the gun held by Gonzales. 23. He said they later saw а man nor details, unharmed, fy and arrest the perpetrators. 
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WORKERS 
from the 

Davao City 
government 
prepare the 

circuits of 

lights to be 
installed on 
trees in public. 

K" parksas the 
city prepares 
for Christmas. 
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Tarlac execs support inquiry 
on Luisita ‘agrarian reform’ 


By Jo Clemente 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


TARLAC CITY—The city council and 
the provincial board have endorsed a 
House of Representatives resolution 
seeking an inquiry into the stocks dis- 
tribution option (SDO) to implement 
the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Law at Hacienda Luisita. 

‘The SDO scheme at Luisita was imple- 
‘mented in 1989. I entails the distribution 
‘of shares of stocks to farm worker benefi- 
aries in lieu of actual land distribution. 

But Tarlac’s representatives are 
more cautious. 

Rep. Jesli Lapus said as a member 
of the Aquino family (Lapus is a 
cousin of former President Corazon 
Cojuangco Aquino, whose family 
owns Hacienda Luisita), he would 


e 
PICC Plenary Hall 


Just leave the issue to the other repre- 
sentatives because his intentions 
might be misunderstood. 

Tarlac Rep. Gilbert Teodoro Jr. said 
the issue of agrarian reform “would be 
a continuing debate unless there is a 
paradigm shift and the core of the dis- 
cussion (includes] fair market value." 

Teodoro, who is also related to the. 
Cojuangco family, said he too would 
leave it to his colleagues in the House 
to decide on the issue. 

The third Tarlac representative, 
Rep. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino ЇЇ, is 
ason of former President Aquino. 

Members ofthe Tarlac City council and 
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Tarlac 
passed their respective resolutions en- 
dorsing House Resolution 155 authored 
by party-list Representatives Crispin Bel- 
tran, Rafael Mariano and Liza Maza. 


The resolution seeks to conduct a 
general inquiry, in aid of legislation, 
of ће SDO scheme at the Hacienda 
Luisita Inc. (HLI) and to review the 
governing administrative orders and 
memorandumof agreement. 

The local legislative bodies look at 
the congressional inquiry to resolve 
the labor dispute at the 6,000-hectare 
sugar plantation, 

Last month, about 300 farm work- 
ers were retrenched by НЫ, including 
officers of their union, 

The provincial board resolution said 
HR 155 was a "timely and relevant un- 
dertaking" as the board members also 
believed the congressional inquiry 
would “pave the way for a comprehen- 
sive discussion and settlement of related 
issues, including the labor problems be- 
setting Hacienda Luisita.” 
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Palawan tribes get help 
for ancestral land title 


By Jofelle P. Teso 


+ PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—The Pala'wan and 
Molbógs are among the many indigenous 
peoples (IPs) who have longed to have their 
ancestral domains titled. 

But like many others, they have to fight day 
by day to get the rightful heritage from their 
ancestors. 

Now, there's a spark of gray light that keep. 
their hopes high. Akbayan Rep. Risa Hon- 
tiveros on Friday urged the governmentto ex- 
pedite the release of the Certificate of Ances- 
tral Domain Title (CADT) of these southern 
Palawan IPs. 

Tn a press conference for the World Food 
Day and Indigenous People's Month celebra- 
tion of the Samahan ng mga Katutubo sa Dulo 
ng Тітов Palawan (Sambilog) and Task Force 
Bugsuk, Hontiveros said the government 
must act to deliver social justice to the indige- 
mous communities who have been displaced 
from their ancestral lands during the martial 
law period, x 

The Pala'wan and Molbogs live in Bugsuk 
and Pandanan Islands in southern Palawan, 
where business tycoon Eduardo Cojuang- 
co's Jewelmer Pearl Farm is located. 


Banned 

The fishermen are banned from entering 
the 9,800-hectare pearl farm that Task Force 
Bugstik said used to be the traditional fishing 
grounds of the Molbogs and Pala'wans. 

Hontiveros said the IPs have lived on theis- 
lands of Bugsuk and Pagdanan since time im- 

ial. 

They were removed during the martial 
law regime through a land-swap deal with 
Cojuangco. 

In 1979, Cojuangco's brother Manuel, en- 
tered into a joint venture with a French Part- 
ner Jacques Branellec to establish Jewelmer 
Pearl Farm Corp., a pearl farm between Bug- 
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sukand Pagdanan, 

“This is a clear violation of the IPs basic hu- 
man rights," Hontiveros said. 

On Friday, she went to Bugsuk and Pag- 
danan, an 8-hour road trip and 3-hour boat 
ride from capital Puerto Princesa City, to join 
Sambilog and other IPs in celebrating the 
Word Food Day and the Indigenous Peoples 
Month. 

As a symbol of their fight to reclaim their 
ancestral domain, the Sambilog members, 
riding more than 100 fishing boats, entered 
the fishing grounds that were off-limits to 
them. 

Hontiveros joined them along with some 
nongovernment groups and the Task Force 
Bugsuk. + 

They had a short ceremony followed by the 
gearing of their hooks and line to the water, 


Arrests 

Lawyer Dimby Ballesteros of the Task 
Force Bugsuk said when Sambilog entered 
„the prohibited fishing grounds last April as a 
symbolic protest, the company guards ar- 
rested 12 fishermen for fishing without a 
permit. 

Jewelmer also had Pala'wan chieftain 
Rodolfo Calo, three foreigners and a local 
Journalist blottered in the police records for 
Joining Sambilog in the festival, 

Ballesteros said there were attempts to 
have a dialogue with Jewelmer regarding the 
claims but there has been no response from. 
the company. 

Itisa known fact in Palawan that Jewelmer 
is operating without a permit from the 
Palawan Council for Sustainable Develop- 
ment, an environmental policy-making body 
in Palawan, 

Tt also doesn't have an environmental com- 
pliance certificate from the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources. 

Hontiveros also called for these agencies to 
look into the matter. 
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World buffalo congress 
SCIENCE CITY OF 
MUÑOZ—About 
200 foreign scien- 
tists, breeders and 
entrepreneurs in the 
research, produc- 
tion and trade of wa- 
ter buffaloes will at- 
tend the World Buf- 
falo Congress on 
Oct.20-28 at the 
Shangri-La Hotel in 
Makati City. Dr. Lib- 
ertado Cruz, presi- 
dent o the Interna- 
tional Buffalo Federation, said 400 Filipinos will 
also join the congress, which is in time with the 
holding of the annual scientific convention of the 
Philippine Association of Animal Scientists. 
Cruz, executive director of the Philippine 
Carabao Center based here, said the theme of 
the congress is “Buffalo-based Enterprises: De- 
velopment Prospects under Changing Trade 
Regulations and Customer Demand." 

Anselmo Roque, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Tamaraw month 
CITY OF CALAPAN— Government and nongo- 
четтеп! groups have lined up a series of activi- 
ties this month to observe Tamaraw month as 
proclaimed in Oriental Mindoro in 2002. Activities 
include а biodiversity seminar on Oot, 20-21, bio- 
diversity camp on Oct. 22-28 at Saclag Ecological 
School in San Teodoro; and competitions like bio- 
diversity quiz, costume contest, on-the-spot es- 
say writing, on-the-spot poster making, song 
composition and photo contests 

Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Patrol boat for Mindoro 

CITY OF CALAPAN—A P1.2-mlllion patrol boat 
arrived In this city on Oct. 6 from the Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), to be 
delivered to Oriental Mindoro's southernmost 
town of Bulalacao, where several apprehension 
have been made by the local government, said 
Emelito Gibe, BFAR aquaculturist. This is the third 
patrol boat in the province, the others being in 
Pola town and this city, Madonna T. Viola, РОГ 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Asians want Bush ousted, but Kerry worries business 


HONG KONG—Most Asians want 
George W. Bush voted out of office in 
next month's US presidential elec- 
tion, even though many are unaware 
who his challenger is. 

But many of the region's business 
leaders would rather have John Kerry 
kept out of the White House as they 
are particularly put off by the Demo- 
стао more protectionist trade 
stance, 

“Bush and who? John who?” asked 
Desy Darman, a civil servant in the In- 
donesian capital Jakarta. 

"(Bush) is maybe too arrogant to- 
ward the less developed countries, 
Its probably better to replace him,” 
Darman said, reflecting strong anti- 
Bush sentiment among Asian people 
which, more than Kerry's policies, 
colors views of the US election in this 
vast region. 

Nearly everyone has an opinion, 
mostly negative, of Bush's US-led war 
on Iraq and not just in Muslim-domi 
nated Indonesia, Malaysia and Pak- 
istan. 

Surveys in Japan, which has sent 
troops to the war-torn country, show 
almost 80 percent of people oppose 
the war and a recent online poll there 
showed 56 percent of 1,730 respons- 
es favored Kerry against 21.5 percent 
for Bush. 

“Many of the correspondents dis- 
approve of Bush in connection with 
the war in Iraq,” said the site's opera- 
tor, Yoshiaki Hirai. 

Australians also backed Kerry—de- 
spite giving Prime Minister John 
Howard, Bush's friend and ally in 
Iraq, а fourth term in the country’s 
elections last week. 

A recent poll conducted as part ofa 
global exercise involving 10 newspa- 
pers around the world saw 54 percent 
of respondents in Australia support- 
ing Kerry while only 28 percent 
backed Bush. 


Apathetic about poll 

Some Asians—particularly in In- 
dia, Thailand and China—are apa- 
thetic about the US poll, but others 
have strong views crystallized by US 
foreign policy issues that affect them 
at home—the war on terror; econom- 
ic policies on protectionism and out- 
sourcing; and potential regional flash 
points such as North Korea and Tai- 
мап ү 


BUSH (right) making a point as Kerry consults his notes during the third and 


final presidential debate Oct, 13. 


viewed by the region's conservative 
business leaders as strong on the 
economy, while Kerry scores more 
highly with the public, media and in- 
telligentsia on international issues. 
1n Pakistan, a key ally on the front- 
line of the war on terror, mostly Mus- 
lim citizens widely oppose US-led 
military action in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, but are not totally anti-Bush. 

"It is an assumption, that may not 
be fully true, that Republicans are 
pro-Pakistan," political analyst Hasan 
Askati Rizvi told AFR adding “there is 
a general feeling that if Kerry wins he 
will pursue nuclear non-proliferation 
and democracy issues more strongly 
than Bush." 

Tn Indonesia, home to the world's 
largest Islamic community and the 
scene of three major bombings 
blamed on an al-Qaida-linked group, 
there is widespread interest in the 
poll, according to political analyst 
Sudjati Djiwandono. 

“1 think in terms of popularity 
many support John Kerry because the 
mame of Bush is closely connected 
with the attack on Iraq Sudjati said. 


REUTERS 


is one of the few countries where the 
local populace supports Bush. 

South Koreans, concerned chiefly 
with US policy toward North Korea, 
are split over Bush's perceived hawk- 
ish stance, 

“Conservatives definitely маш 
Bush to be reelected, while liberals 
who support peaceful engagement 
with North Korea oppose him and 
think inter-Korean relations will be 
better if Kerry wins,” said Lee Nae- 
young, political science professor at 
Korea University. 

‘Along with business leaders in 
Japan, Korean executives fear a Kerry 
win will spark trans-Pacific trade fric- 
tion, while India's booming informa- 
tion technology sector is wary of Ker- 
туз promise to fight outsourcing of 
‘American jobs. 


Undecided 

Indians generally are uninspired 
by Bush or Kerry, unable to decide 
whom they dislike least, says S. Sude- 
shana, professor of political science at 
Delhi University. 

"It is Hobson's choice. One feels 


dre 


rest of the world.” 

Many ordinary Chinese display a similar 
apathy. “We common people don't pay too 
much attention,” said Li Wenxia, a Beijing 
woman. "That's something we leave for the 
leadership." 

An unsigned opinion piece on the People's 
Daily website said Kerry might adopt a tough 
position on the two crucial issues of Sino-US 
trade and Taiwan, 

Taipei, however, reportedly fears Kerry 
will swing the other way, appointing pro- 
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Beijing officials. 

Kerry, who has played up bis military ser- 
vice in Vietnam, can count that country on his 
side, even though most Vietnamese have nev- 
er heard of him. 

‘The communist government has studiously 
avoided commentary, but one Vietnamese 
diplomat told AFP: “I think Vietnam would 
support Kerry because he has travelled many 
times to Vietnam and he understands better 
the situation here than Bush, who is a war- 
mongering president.” 
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The “Republican incumbent “is 


Poll shows world disenchanted ... © 


From page Al 


bun, Britain's The Guardian, Spain's El Pais, 
South Korea's JoongAng По, Russia's 
Moscow News, Mexico's Reforma, and Israel's 
Haaretz. The newspapers have a combined 
circulation of more than 12 million. 

The Age published the survey results on 
Friday. The Australian results show that 65 
percent of Australians like to see Kerry in the 
White House—a figure close to the global av- 
erage of 63 percent. Only 28 percent want 
Bush to win, 

Fifty-four percent of Australians say their 
opinion of the United States has declined in 
the past two or three years—reflecting the av- 
erage across the 10 countries. The Australian 
public's unfavorable view of Bush and of the 
United States runs counter to the stout sup- 
port by the government of newly reelected 
Prime Minister John Howard for the Ameri- 
can-led invasion of Iraq. 

Most of the people surveyed, according to 
the results published by The Age, have a fa- 
vorable view of Americans, with the Russians 
showing a more positive view than the rest. 
Nearly 90 percent of Russians have a favor- 
able view of Americans, compared to 72 per- 
cent of those surveyed in Australia and 62 
percent in Britain. Only 43 percent of 
Spaniards, however, like Americans. 

Fifty-five percent of Australian voters op- 
pose the US war on Iraq. In the AgePoll sur- 
veys over the past 14 months, however, oppo- 
sition to the war is higher in Canada (67 per- 
cent), France (77 percent), Spain (80 per- 
cent), Japan (71 percent), Mexico (83 per- 
cent) and South Korea (85 percent). 

‘The strongest supporter of Bush and the US 
war on Iraq is Israel. Seventy percent of Israeli 
voters support Bush and 68 percent say the 
United States was right in invading Iraq. 


Cross-section of views 

Here's a cross-section of views from various 
newspapers: 

‘The Guardian—"There is growing hostility to- 
ward the US among British voters, fueled by a 
strong personal antipathy toward President 
George Bush. It is so strong that the British would 
back (Kerry) by a margin of more than two to one 
ifthey had a vote in next month's election." 

Moscow News—‘Anti-American sentiments 
have prevailed in Russia for years but the results 
of our survey reveal an unexpectedly high share 
of respondents displaying a favorable attitude 
toward the US. What has happened? The poll 
was carried out days after the tragedy in Beslan 
‘= On Sept. 1, 2004, Bush was the first foreign 
leader to call President Vladimir Putin and offer 
him ‘aid that may be needed.” 

Le Monde—"It could not be more clear: 72 
percent of the French population wishes for 
John Kerry's victory ... while the incumbent is 


‘Surveys in the Philippines show it 


backed by only 16 percent.” The hostility "is 
presentin all age groups and across almost all 
political affiliations." 

Asahi Shimbun— Since World War II, the 
Japanese have admired the US asa champion 
of democracy and freedom. But the other 
view is the US as a bully with aggressive poli- 
cies that puzzle and even anger Japanese." 

Haret2—"Israel loves America and it loves the 
‘American president ... АЙ they want to know is 
that the Americans are on their side in the impor- 
tant and difficult struggles they have to endure." 

The survey results could have a double- 
edged effect on America voters. The interna- 
tional hostility toward Bush helps reinforce 
Kerry's argument that Bush had rushed the 
United States to war with Iraq unilaterally 
without broad international support. 

On the other hand, the survey results could 
buttress the contention of Bush—in his de 
bate with Kerry—that he would not allow oth- 
er nations a veto over US security interests 
and that he would do whatever it takes to de- 
fend American lives, even at the risk of hostile 
reactions in other countries, 


48-48 tie 

How the survey would affect American vot- 
erg preferences may be considered in the 
light of the closeness of the presidential race. 
Latest US poll surveys show the two can 
dates in a 48-48 tie. 

"The global survey results suggest that most of 
the world are watching the US election with keen 
interest and signal that the intemational commu- 
nity has placed 4 high stake in its outcome. 

‘The survey, however, sends a message to 
American voters of the existence of 
widespread anti-American opinion that they 
сап ignore only at the peril of courting inter- 
national isolation. 

The survey results were published following 
the third TV debate last week between Bush 
and Kerry. An instant poll of American viewers 
showed Kerry won the debate. ABC News found 
that 42 percent of viewers believed Kerry won, 
with only 41 percent for Bush; CBS News, 39 
percent for Kerry and 25 percent for Bush; 
Gallup, 52 percent for Kerry and 39 percent for 
Bush; and CNN online, 78 percent for Kerry and 
18 percent for Bush. The last poll gave Kerry a 
clean sweep ofthe three debates, 

"The TV debate series has clearly benefited 
Kerry, but not to the extent of assuring his vie- 
tory, It has allowed him to nail down Bush toa 
tie (48-48 percent) in the most recent poll 
and to wipe out a nine-point lead posted by 
Bush before the debates, 

In closing the gap, Kerry has repeated the 
feat that he had achieved at the Democratic 
Party primaries, He won the Democratic Party 
nomination after an amazing comeback at the 
primaries in which he had to overhaul a large 
deficit at the start 
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Congress can’t pass budget bill this year 


budget system in tackling'the proposed bud- — In contrast to lump-sum appropriation, line 
get for next year would mean that more time item budgeting, which specifies the actual 
‘was needed for deliberations. projects and their funding, would require the 
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executive department to enumerate the num- 
ber of school buildings to be put up and the 
length of the roads to be built, 

Under the reenacted budget, legislators 
would still be able to get their pork barrel, 
which was supposed to have been reduced by 
40 percent under the proposed 2005 national 
budget, according to Minority Leader беп 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 

"It would be depending on their closeness 
to the President,” Pimentel said. The minority 
leader said the same system would be fol- 
lowed without accountability because 
lump-sum appropriations would still be in 
place. 

Last year, Congress had to reenact the 2003 
budget after it failed to pass the proposed 
2004 national budget on time, 

Some lawmakers like Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
had asked whether there were legal questions 
that may arise from the reenactment of a bud- 
get forthe second time. 

Drilon said he did not see any legal problems. 

‘The reenactment of the budget may delay 
the passage of the eight tax measures being 
pushed by Malacafiang. 

Credit rating institutions are set to downgrade 
the credit standing of the country unless tax 
measures were immediately passed into law. 

The chair of the House committee on ways 
and means appealed to international finan- 
cial institutions to give Congress time to act 
оп pending tax measures. 

Rep. Jesli Lapus (NPC, Tarlac) noted that his 
committee would wrap up deliberations on the 
so-called “sin taxes” on tobacco and aleohol by 
the end of the month. 

‘The sin taxes will be the third revenue mea 
sure completed by the ways and means com- 
mittee after completing hearings on the pro- 
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posed tax amnesty bill and the one on the lat- 
eral attrition of government employees. 

Lapus said the committee would tackle 
next the review of fiscal incentives. “The pri- 
ority shown by the committee on ways and 
‘means on the four tax bills has sent good signs 
to the international financial market, which is 
on close watch over the country's moves to act 
on tax measures," he sai 

Lapus said the panel would resume hearings 
today on the indexation of taxes on sin prod- 
ucts, particularly on aleohol-based drinks. "We 
hope to terminate the hearings on the pro- 
posed indexation of sin taxes next week." 

Drilon said senators would review the mea- 
sures pending in the chamber in a two-day 
seminar they would attend next weekend. 
"We will look at which of these bills would be 
enacted and determine which of them would 
be enacted in the first, second and third years 
(ofthe 13th Congress)." 

Drilon was referring to the legislative re- 
form agenda that senators would forge in the 
Oct. 22-23 seminar workshop. 

He said that after the senators firmed up 
the reform agenda, they would present this to 
the Legislative Executive Development Advi- 
sory Council to “seek consensus" from mem- 
bers, including colleagues in the House. 

Drilon said the Senate was stil awaiting the 
House version of the budget. Up to now, the 
House appropriations committee has yet to come. 
up with its committee report on the budget. 

“We can't tackle it (budget proposal) until 
(the House) submits it to us," the Senate Pres- 
ident said. 

As early as last month, Drilon had already ^ 
expressed doubts on the passage of the pro- 
posed 2005 budget due to time constraints. 
With areport from Carlito Pablo 


Life under the Katipunan flyover 
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over—an almost subterranean colony with- 
out airor sunshine. 

And some more economic indicators: Ver- 
gara, who sometimes worked as a construction 
‘worker ora scavenger, did not own a radio, a TV 
ога cell phone. The last time he and the wife 
had extra money to see a movie was in 1997. 

Only his eldest, who is now 6, has been 
baptized. The other two kids, a 4-year-old and 
an eight-month-old baby, had never been 
photographed. 

During the interview, Vergara, a high 
school dropout, said he only had P20 in his 
pocket, His wife kept all of their life sav- 
ings—a hard-earned P400. 

He said the thickest wad of bills that ever 
passed his hands was P10,000—that was 
when he worked as a delivery boy in 2002. 


Not the begging kind 

For dinner that day, Vergara said his family 
would eat the laing they had for lunch. In case 
the children were still hungry, he had bought 
а bunch of bananas and a kilo of sweet pota- 
toes which were in a corner of his home, be- 
side his mud-caked rain boots. 

The produce had come from the backyard 
ofa private homeowner who had hired him to. 
do some demolition work. Vergara had paid 
P70 for them, although the bananas and pota- 
toes grew wild in the yard and could have 
been given away for free. 

"It felt wrong to just get them without pay. 
ing," he said, stressing that he had not crossed 
over to begging. 

Not just yet. 


Earrings for rice 

Elsewhere beneath the flyover, another 
family struggles to find the next meal. 

Merlinda Dado, 57, used to be a labandera 
(washerwoman) earning P200 a day untit she 
got sick last month and stopped working. 

She had to pawn her 18-year-old daugh- 
ter's gold earrings to buy rice. 

The widow and her daughter would often 
rack up debts at the nearby sari-sari store for 
their usual diet of eggs, instant noodles, cof- 
fee and sugar, which had been repacked and 
sold at P1 per sachet. 

During the interview, Dado said she did not 
have a single centavo in her purse, having 


spent her last P10 for coffee, creamer, and 
sugar—which was all she and her daughter 
had for breakfast. 

Lunch was a slice of ginataang tambakol 
(fish dish) and two strips of eggplant, sent” 
over by one of her six other children—all mar- 
ried and living with their own families in 
nearby Barangay Escopa II. 

“Didiskarte na lang ako (ГЇЇ find a way)," 
Dado said wryly when asked what she 
planned to have for dinner. Meaning, she 
would ask for food from her other children. 

Or maybe her daughter would bring home 
something from her P150-a-day job in a pic- 
ture frame factory, she said. 

Compared to the Vergaras who live in a dim 
shack with partitions, the Dados live in a dark 
and sad hole-in-the-wall. It has a small bed 
for mother and child, a low table that held a 
water jug and a dish rack. 

Ovérhead was a light bulb, and a clothes- 
line with some newly washed underwear. 
There was a plastic drawer where a giant Hel- 
lo Kitty stuffed toy shared space with a tiny 
image of the Sto. Nifi. 

There was a poster of Heart Evangelista, 
which was once a full-page newspaper ad of a 
cell phone service provider endorsed by the 
young star. Beside Heart was a framed high 
school diploma, and a bunch of artificial flow- 
ers fashioned from recycled drinking straws. 

“tisa gift from a former neighbor,” Dado said. 

Like the Vergaras, the Dados do not own a ra- 
dio, TV ora cell phone. They do not have a toilet. 

"Nakiki-banyo kami duon sa isa kong anak 
(We use the bathroom in the home of one of 
my children)," Dado said. 

Vergara and Dado are just two residents of 
the squatter colony living beneath the flyover. 
The colony began with 12 families in 1996 
and swelled to 80 families in just cwó years. 

Today, there are an estimated 300 families 
living there and grouped into "Areas 1 to 4" 
for census purposes. 

The residents get water and electricity 
from lines tapped from Escopa proper and 
pay a collective billing system devised by local 
authorities. 

Vergara said there were two suicides last 
year: A teenage boy and his father decided to 
escape from poverty by hanging themselves, 
It was a first in the community and a sign of 
the increasingly desperate times. 


Even Church not spared .. 
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the country’s bishops have confessed that they, 
too, are plagued by financial problems and are 
preparing to impose cost-cutting measures in 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines. 

CBCP president Davao Archbishop Fernan- 
do Capalla said the CBCP offices had been or- 
dered to conserve light and water, and to pre- 
pare for more austerity measures. 

‘The CBCP media office, for example, will 
be open to reporters only from 1 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m, starting today unless there is a scheduled. 
press conference in the morning. 

“We have financial problems. We need to 
conserve light and water—this includes the 
use of the media office,” Capalla told re- 
porters in an interview Friday. 

Сараја said CBCP secretary general Msgr Her- 
nando Coronel would meet with CBCP employees 
‘on Nov. 30 to discuss other conservation measures. 
and to examine if there was a need to streamline 
the CBCP’ various episcopal commissions. 

“don't know if this includes cutting down on 
personnel. It would have to be done if there is 
по money: But this is only temporary" he said. 

‘The financial problem, Capalla explained, 
was caused by the nonremittance of money 
for CBCP operations for the period between 
2002 and 2003. 

Because of the change in CBCP personnel, 
the bishops were not reminded to submit 


* their annual shares to the conference. The 
contributions received this year were used to 
pay for last year's deficiencies, Capalla said. 

^ bishop's contribution to the CBCP is 
based on the number of Catholics in his dio- 
cese. For example, the quota for the diocese of 
Lingayen-Dagupan is around P39,000 for 
873,245 Catholics in the area. 

Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop and former 
CBCP president Oscar Cruz said the diocese 
was receiving contributions from priests who 
had been informed of the amount needed for 
the CBCP donation. 

Aside from paying for the usual utilities, the 
CBCP spends for security, maintenance and 
salaries of the administrative staff, Then there's 
the cost of holding the plenary assembly con- 
vened twice a year and the cost of transporting 
bishops who come from all over the county to 
attend monthly plenary council meetings. 

Capalla said the CBCP would soon revise 
the contribution scheme. 

Instead of basing the contributions on the 
number of Catholics per diocese, it would be 
based on the incomes of Catholics in the dio- 
tese. 

"That is more reasonable. The suggestion 
has been presented to the bishops by mail. It 
will be discussed and possibly approved in the 
plenary assembly this January” said Capalla, 
"who will celebrate his first year as CBCP pres- 
ident in December. 
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Official denounces PNP payroll racket 


From page Al 


A top PNP official yesterday 
gave details оп how ünserupu- 
lous officers had allegedly pock- 
eted hefty amounts, as Mala- 
cafiang endorsed moves for the 
‘Ombudsman to widen its investi 
gation into the lifestyles of public 
Officials to include policemen. 

One fertile source of police cor- 
ruption is the budget item allo- 
cated for the pay and allowances 
of the PNP's 115,000 officers, ac- 
cording to the official, who had 
held key posts in the office of the 
PNP comptroller. 

Since allowances, unlike 
salaries, are not “fixed,” a com- 
mander can claim in behalf of his 
men, say, as much as P10 million 
representing their uncollected 
combat pay, specialist pay or oth- 
erallowances. —- 

Combat pay is received by offi- 
cers deployed in critical areas, 
such as those infested by commu- 
nist rebels. Specialist pay goes to 
"technical" people, like bomb ex- 
perts, one senior superintendent 
explained. 

“What happens is some offi- 
cials tell their, men that they 
won't receive their allowances for 
this year because there's no bud- 
get for that,” another senior offi 
cer told the INQUIRER. 

“But later on, he claims the un- 
paid amount without telling his 


Garcia, aide 
own houses 
near Makiling, 
say neighbors 
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said. 


transferred at least $404,230 to the United 
States without the required authorization 
from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

The money was apparently part of the 
5785630 (about P44 million at today's exchange 
rate) that Garcia and his family transferred to the 
United States between 1993 and 2003. 

Garcia has been found to have several 
pieces of real estate in the United States—a 
$765,000 Trump Park Avenue condominium 
in New York City, a $750,000 apartment at 
222 East 34th St., also in New York City, and a 
house at 625 Vancouver Drive in Westerville, 
Ohio, of still undetermined value. 

He also owns a two-story house under con- 
struction at No. 11 Jaime St. in Carmel Subdi- 
vision, Quezon City and a summer home at 
No. 7 Cliff Drive in Barangay Loakan Proper 
in Baguio City. 

А homeowner, who lives about two blocks 
from Garcia's house at San Antonio Heights, 
told the Inquirer that "General Garcia never 
lived here.” 

Curious homeowners, who inquired from their 
land developer, were told that the Garcia house 
‘was "being donated to the Couples for Christ" 

‘The house of Rabusa had been occupied by 
his parents-in-law until May this year. When 
visiting the subdivision, the colonel and his 
wife socialized with the neighbors. 


For sale 

Rabusa's father-in-law, Felix Arevalo, re- 
portedly said that the house was being sold 
because his daughter, Debbie, was relocating 
to the United States with her three children, 
and that the colonel needed somebody to oc- 
eupy the Rabusa home in the AFPOVAI. 

"Thats what he told us," а neighbor said. 

Arevalo, a retired police major, confirmed 
reports that he was selling the house for P2.7 
million because “my wife is scared of the howl- 
ing wind that slams against Mt. Makiling.” 

“tes terrible there, especially from October 
to February" Arevalo told the INQUIRER. 

He said Rabusa did not own the house. “I 
bought this from the proceeds of the sale of 
my house in Sta. Ana," he said. 


No record 

Citing a certification from the BSR the Om- 
budsman report said Garcia's wife, Clarita, 
and sons Juan Paolo, lan Carl and Timothy 
Mark "have no record of a Foreign Currency 
Declaration submitted to the Bureau of Cus- 
toms Departure Operations Division and to 
the Anti-Money Laundering Council from De- 
cember 2003 to January 2004.” 

"The said certification signifies that when 
the respective members of the Garcia family 
left the country, no authority as required by 
law was secured from BSP and that when they 
left the country, they failed to disclose in the 
Foreign Currency Declaration Form that they 
меге carrying out foreign currencies in excess 
of $10,000," the report also said. 

^ BSP circular requires any person to de- 
clare in writing his foreign currency holdings 
and "to furnish information on the source and 
purpose" of the transport of the currency. 

‘Those who violate the circular could face 
from two to 10 years imprisonment and a 
maximum fine of P200,000. 

‘The report said Garcia “also failed to truth- 


men that he already got the mon- 


last month, the senior offi- 

the budget officer of a 

involved in the investi- 

gation of high-profile crimes tried 

to claim his men's unpaid special- 
ist pay for 2003. 

It was not clear if the budget 
officer got the money but the 
source said the claim was a clear 
manifestation of an existing mul- 
timillion-peso racket. 

The other official who had 
worked with the “comptroller 
family" said the PNP was bent on 
keeping secret the alleged irregu- 
larity to avoid agitating ordinary 
policemen. 

"Вака mag-amok pag malaman 
nila na ginigisa pala sila sa sarili 
nilang mantika (They might run 
amok if they realize that they are 
being fried in their own fat)," he 


Fake signatures 

‘The source said some officers 
had gotten away with it because 
budget officials usually only 
asked them to have the recipients 
sign a name list, attesting that 
they got their respective checks. 

But the signatures were al- 
legedly faked by the officials 
themselves. 

The scheme, the official ex- 
plained, could not have been 
pulled off without the blessing of 


ministration. 


los Garcia. 


PNP Director General Edgar 
Aglipay yesterday said he was 
‘open to a similar investigation if 
only to make the police force a 


General restricted to quarters 
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carrying Garcia, other officers, doctors 
and nurses rolled out of the hospital 
compound. 

Moments earlier, as people got into 
the vehicles at the back portion of the 
hospital, the lights in the area were sud- 
denly shut off, preventing the media 
men from recognizing those getting in- 
tothe ambulances. 

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Narciso 
Abaya ordered the transfer of Garcia to 
his quarters upon the recommendation 
of AFP Surgeon General Rafael Regino. 


In military custody 

"General Garcia is already in full cus 
tody of the military" Lt. Col. Daniel 
Lucero, Armed Forces information offi- 
cer, said ina statement. 

“Не has been restricted to quarters, 
he cannot leave his quarters," Lucero 
explained to the INquinen later. 

А "task group composed of military 
doctors, military police and other secu- 
rity elements," including Lucero him- 
self, fetched Garcia from UST. They 
chose an ungodly hour to do it ostensi- 
bly to keep the transfer out of camera- 
men's glare. 

Lucero refused to say if there were 
other ranking military officers who ac- 
companied the general. 

He said Garcia was initially supposed 
to be transferred to the V Luna Medical 
Center in Quezon City. But the plan was 
shelved after Regino assured his superi- 
ors that the Camp Aguinaldo Station 


key members of the PNP's Office 
ofthe Comptroller, 

The office is composed of the 
comptroller himself, a deputy, an 
executive officer, and five subor- 
dinate officers for budget, fiscal, 
management, accounting and ad- 


To solve the problem, the 
source said the PNP should issue 
checks representing uncollected 
allowances straight to the recipi- 
ents, The name list or voucher sys- 
tem should be eliminated, he said. 


Aglipay backs probe 

“This alleged racket is on top of 
the fund conversion scheme that 
has purportedly been e 
the police force for many years. 

Fund conversion involves con- 
verting into cash check payments 
for undelivered goods and ser- 
vices. The cash is then pocketed 
by the officers involved, with the 
suppliers of the supposed goods 
getting their cut. 

Public concern about corrup- 
tion in the military and the police 
was heightened after the Om- 
budsman and Congress launched 
а probe of the alleged unex- 
plained wealth of former Armed 
Forces comptroller Maj. Gen. Car- 


a PNP for the people.” 


best for the PNP” 


Hundreds of millions — 
‘Another irregularity is popu- 
larly known within the PNP as the 
"throwback"—through which a 
commander gets a hefty cut from. 
the PNP budget, allocates it to a 
“ghost” project and receives a 
kickback or throwback in return, 
the source from the comptroller 


office said. 


P10 mi 
PS million," he said. 


g in 


a "conservative e 


Hospital could take care of the general. 

‘As soon as Garcia got to his quarters, 
military officials became particularly 
strict on media people entering Camp 


Aguinaldo. 
Media barred 


Lucero admitted that at least 15 mie- 
dia men—including this INQUIRER re- 
porter—had a hard time entering the 
camp. 

A number of soldiers and camp em- 
ployees said there was an order to keep at. 
bay reporters and photographers who 
might ry to sneak into Garcia's house. 

Garcia’s house is located at the 
camp's Officers Row, a residential area 
for military generals composed of bun- 
galows. 

But sneaking into Garcia's quarters 
might be next to impossible, assuming that 
reporters even got past the Aguinaldo 
main gate, 

‘At least 10 soldiers guard Garcia 
round-the-clock in line with Abaya’s re- 
striction order on the general, accord- 
ing to Lucero. 

Doctors and nurses from the camp 
hospital also monitor Garcia's condition 
regularly. 

“Appropriate security is now being 
applied at the vicinity of (his) quarters 
to ensure his safety” Lucero said. 

Lucero denied the military was hid- 
ing Garcia, 

“We are not protecting him and he 
has to answer all the allegations against 
him," he said. 

President. 


Macapagal-Arroyo last 


t8 


'SOMETIMES IT TAKES MORE THAN TWO TO MAKE A’ BABY 


“truly professional organization, 


“In the first place, tl 
we all want for the PNR” he told 
the Inquinen. "I want only what's 


“Ies as simple as ‘I throw you 
fon and you give me back 


For maintenance, operations, 
and other expenditures (MOOE), 
which represent one-third of the 
PNP budget, the PNP collects 
around 5 percent each for a com- 
mander's reserve and gender de- 
velopment program and around 7 
percent for National Police Com- 
mission projects, the official said. 
Even if the collection is legal, 
he said, some commanders pock- 
et a portion of the collection to 
the tune of P100 to P300 million, 


Palace: PNP is next 

They allegedly do so by look- 
ing for "end users," or recipients 
of a non-existent project alloca- 


is what 
Mindanao. 


ficer 
source claimed. 


project. 
“Intolerable” 


Expanded probe 


investigators.” 


Bunye said such an Ombuds- 
man lifestyle check would run 
parallel with the lifestyle check 
being conducted by the PNP on 


its officers. 


week also ordered court-martial pro- 
ceedings for Garcia, the highest ranking 
military official in recent history to be 
placed under investigation for graft. 

Garcia was admitted to the UST hos- 
pital on Oct, 10 because of what doctors 
said was obstructive sleep apnea, а con- 
dition wherein a patient stops breath- 
ing for long periods during sleep. 

"The ailment kept him from attending 
the following day the House defense 
‘committee's inquiry into the alleged un- 
explained wealth he had amassed. 

А second hearing was subsequently 
scheduled at the UST compound but 
Garcia also snubbed it, again citing his 
condition. 


Punish those involved 

Senate President Franklin Drilon 
said the only way to get to the bottom of 
charges of corruption in the military 
was for a "full investigation" to be con- 
ducted and for those guilty to be pun- 
ished. 

This was in order to "strike fear in the 
hearts of the people" involved in cor- 
ruption in the military Drilon said in a 
phone interview. 

Drilon said he supported the full inves- 
tigation of the corruption charges against. 
Garcia now being done by the military, 
the Ombudsman and the House. 

He acknowledged that corruption in 
the military arose from the practice of 
fund conversion and that it would be 
difficult to stop the practice because on 
paper it would appear that everything 
was in order. 


Just like the experts you'll meet at Fatima Fertility 
Center. Dr. Rosalie N. Macali, heads the Department 
of Obstetri 
Raymundo, leads the Fatima Fertility Center. 


‘Our goal is to provide specialists and faciles for the |" 
treatment and diagnosis of infertility. From basic wark- |: 
Ups to exciting advances in technology, Fatima Fertility 
Center offers a menu of services. So now couples |: 
have access to a myriad of treatment options that 
brings them a step closer to concelving and having 
the baby of their dreams. 


See us today. We promise It will be a productive visit! 


Crows AND FACILITIES 


Basie Байу Workup 
Follicular Monitoring 
Regulate Menstrual Cyclos 
Regulato Ovulation 
Hormonal Assay 

ме Laparoscopy 


“Facts are open to members of Pion Society of 
reset log eral. 


Free consultation for the month of June. 


tion. Common end users, the 
source said, are units based in the. 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 


“For a stash of say, P10 million, 
50 percent may be distributed 
among end users in the region 
"while the rest goes back to the of- 
ased in Camp Crame,” the 


‘Among officers involved in the 
alleged racket, the source said, 
throwback is “tolerable,” consid- 
ering that the end user really use 
the allocation for a legitimate 


throwback, 
said, happens when officers sim- 
ply transfer the loot to end users in 
a region for purposes of documen- 
tation and get their cut back—but 
the project exists only on paper. 


Asked if President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo favored the inclusion 
of the PNP in the lifestyle checks 
being conducted by the Ombuds- 
man, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said: “That is precisely the 
reason why there is a move to 
strengthen the Office of the Om- 
budsman and to give them more 


fatima fertility center 


"The policy of the Palace is to 
make public officials, including 
the PNP officers, accountable,” 
Bunye said. 

Bunye said Ms Arroyo had en- 
dorsed both the PNP and Om-" 
budsman lifestyle checks because 
“it’s always best to come out with 
ап honest-to-goodness investiga- 
tion and give substance to the 
principle of transparency for ай: 
public officials.” 

Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo: 
has asked for a P1-billion budget " 
so he can hire more agents and 
expand the reach of his office's 
probe to include not only the 1.4 
million government employees 
but military and police officials as. 
well. 

Marcelo earlier lamented that 
he had limited manpower—s0 : 
prosecutors attending to 2,000 
graft cases, and 37 graft investi 
gators watching over the entire, 
bureaucracy, including the PNP. 
and the AFP. 

It was only in recent months 
that the Ombudsman added 50 
more prosecutors and 55 тоге” 
graft investigators to beef up its 
strike force. : 

Initially, the Ombudsman had 
concentrated its lifestyle probe- 
on the three most corrupt agen- 
cies of government—the Bureau- 
of Internal Revenue, the Bureau 
of Customs and the Department 
of Public Works and Highways. 


he 


House committee chair Rep. Вой 
Golez (Катрі, Parafiaque) said Garcia - 
had no more medical excuse not to a 
tend today's congressional hearings. 

Golez said Garcia's release from the 
hospital and his transfer to his quarters 
at Camp Aguinaldo meant the general» 
was now fit to face Congress. 7 

“He should have no more medical ехе 
cuses,” Golez said. "He should be 
brought to the committee by the AFP 
[with] his security detail." 

Abaya and Col. George Rabusa, a for- 
mer budget officer of the AFR have also 
been asked to appear at the hearings 
being conducted by the House commit- 
tees on defense and on banks. 

Rep. Prospero Pichay (Lakas, Surigao 
del Sur) said that Abaya must ensure 
Garcia's “good health and full coopera- 
tion with the probe into AFP anomalies." 

is [Garcia's] impending retire- 
ment should not excuse him from these 
paramount tasks,” Pichay said. 

Garcia's case has boosted public con- 
cerns about corruption within the military s 
Just a year after President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo crushed a rebellion by 300 junior of-: 
ficers and enlisted men who accused their’, 
generals of enriching themselves. 

‘Analysts have said that unless Ms Ar- 
royo weeds out corruption within the 
force, it could lead to more coup at- 
tempis by disgruntled soldiers, 

Accusations of massive graft also trig- , 
gered uprisings that toppled dictator: 
Ferdinand Marcos in 1986 and President ; 
Joseph Estrada in 2001. With reports 
Christine О. Avendaño, Carlito Pablo + 


WE'RE WITH YOU ALL THE WAY 


Who would have thought that making a baby would 
involve so many people? Because for some, procreation 
is a union of man, woman and a team of experts 
In infertity. 
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fully disclose” his foreign currency holdings 
in his Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Net 
Worth (SALN) in 2003 as well as in all his 
SALNs since he was commissioned in 1971. 
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PDEA probes shabu ‘pilferage’ at drug lab 


By Nelson Е Flores 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Drug Enforce- 
ment Agency is investigating re- 
ports that antinarcotics agents 
smuggled shabu (metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride) out of 
an alleged illegal drugs laborato- 
ry raided Tuesday last week in 
Parafiaque City. 

In an interview with the Inou- 
n, PDEA Director General Ansel- 
mo Avenido Jr. said a team of in- 
vestigators was already looking 
into reports that some PDEA 
agents took boxes of shabu from 
the alleged drug laboratory using 
several service vehides of the 
agency. 

Avenido said he was coordinat- 
ing the investigation with the se- 
curity personnel of Multinational 
Village as he called on witnesses 
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to come out in a bid to uncover 
the truth, 

Reports quoting a village secu- 
rity officer showed that PDEA 
agents went in on board a Toyota 
Revo van, a Mitsubishi L-300 van 
and a Honda CRY, which were all 
empty. 

to and during Tuesday's 
raid, the report said, the vehicles 
came out of the village loaded 
with boxes. The report also 
claimed that the agents were part 
of the stake-out team. 

During the raid, PDEA men ar- 
Tested two Chinese and seized 
several containers of ephedrine 
amd other ingredients used in 
making shabu. 

‘Amid reports of the shabu pil- 
fering, a fire hit the stockroom of 
thealleged illegal drugs laborato- 
ry on Nazareth Street. 


“Compact & Affordable ' 


| EPSONSTYLUS, CX 


ыл PRINTER GOPIER .. „= 


Saturday morning's blaze that 
began at about 5:30 a.m. de- 
stroyed the stockroom that re- 
portedly stored some of the 
chemicals used in the manufac- 
ture ofthe illegal drug. 

Consequently Avenido ог 
dered an investigation of the fire. 
as he denied allegations that it 
started during a drinking spree by 
PDEA personnel guarding the 
site, 

“| went to the site while the fire 
was in progress and talked to the 
guards on duty None of them 
smelled like they were drinking," 
Avenido stressed. 

He, however, confirmed that 
there were women and two other 
individuals inside the site but 
they were there delivering break- 
fast to the guards. 

Avenido said that based on the. 
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initial report of arson investiga- 
tors, itappeared that the fire was 
caused by leaking chemicals 
which reacted to water seeping 
out ofanearby pipe. 

"Despite the fire, the bulk of 
the evidence found inside the lab- 
oratory was not damaged,” 
Avenido said. 

He belied reports that a fire 
bomb was used in trying to burn 
the place down or that a faulty 
electrical wire was responsible 
for the blaze. . 

Earlier, Parafiaque Mayor Flo- 
rencio Bernabe said he had re- 
ceived information that a molo- 
tov cocktail was thrown at the 
stockroom from outside of the al- 
leged drug lab's compound. 

However, Bernabe did not dis- 
close the source of the informa- 
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Metro Manila Dealers: 
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Digital interface (082-2258151) ғ Tacloban :Е95 ЕДЕ 


Ай Electronics 


162-480-6512) 


Denver Gempuler (052-820-0663) € Laeag = Dashma Gamp System (077: Pad 
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NO BOUNDARIES 

Ayoung girl shows her male friends in their 

neighborhood along Agham Road, Quezon. 

City, that playing marbles is not only for boys. 
RUDY ESPEAS, 


Old Tullahan 
bridge will not 
be replaced 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


A NEW bridge over the Tullahan River along 
MacArthur Highway in Valenzuela City may 
be out of the question for now. 

"We are gearing toward just repairing ће 
bridge,” project director Gil Villanueva told 
the Inquinex last week. 

Instead, he added, the plan to build a de- 
tour bridge parallel to the old Tullahan bridge 
will push through. 

А month ago, officials announced that the 
construction of a new Tullahan bridge would 
begin in December. 

But delays and obstructions for the con- 
struction of a new bridge simply just popped 
up. 


No MMDA permit 

Villanueva said the latest cause of delay 
was the refusal of the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA) to issue a 
permit for the construction. The MMDA 
wants to change the design, he added. 

Sought for comment, MMDA chair Bayani 
Fernando said the construction of a new 
bridge would still push through. But not so 
soon. 

Fernando said the detour bridge should be 
completed first before the construction of a. 
new Tullahan bridge could start. 

‘The public works and highways reponed a 
year ago that the 64-year-old bridge on the busy 
MacArthur Highway had already exceeded its 
lifespan and therefore had to be replaced. 


Girl carries on 
father’s fight 
against cancer 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


HIGH school student Alyssa Velasco does not 
want her father to give up his fight against the 
cancer in his neck. 

‘And to help him in his battle, the 14-year- 
old student, the eldest of three children, is ap- 
pealing to kind souls for financial help forher 
father’s oral chemotherapy sessions that 
would cost P220,000. 

Alyssa's 52-year-old father Antonio is still 
working as an engineering professor at the 
Technological Institute of the Philippines in 
Manila so that he could provide for-his family. 

Antonio has been batiling cancer for the 
last four years. But treatment is not cheap, 
and the family has already been forced to 
pawn their house. 


P110,000 for a month's session 

Муза mother Leceria, a housewife, said 
her husband had spoken against undergoing 
the three oral chemotherapy sessions that the. 
doctors recommended. She said each session 
lasts a month and costs P110,000. 

Without her parents’ knowledge, Alyssa 
wrote to Olivia Demingoy her principal at the 
Paco Catholic School, for financial help. 

Inthe letter, she told Demingoy that herap- 
peal was the only thing she could think of to 
raise money. 

Alyssa's teachers were able to dorate 
P10,000. The generous gesture surprised 
Leceria and Antonio and overjoyed the whole 
family, but the amount was not enough for all 
three sessions. 

"The family was able to raise enough to fund 
Antonio's first oral chemotherapy session that 
began last month, but they are now at a loss 
оп where to get the P220,000 for the next wo. 
sessions, 

‘Those who wish to help Antonio may call 
890-1658 and look for Leceria. 
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MMDA ready for strike 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


METROPOLITAN Manila Deve 
opment Authority (MMDA) offi- 
cials yesterday assured the pub- 
lic that they were prepared to 
provide commuters with trans- 
portation if the planned trans- 
port holiday pushes through this 
week. 

MMDA Traffic Operations Cen- 
ter Executive Director Angelito 
Vergel de Dios said that, to ensure 
that any strike would not disrupt. 
commuter flow, they would begin 
deploying service vehicles begin- 
ning today. 

“We still have no information 
as to when these transport lead- 
ers will hold the strike," Vergel de 
Dios said in a phone interview. 


Reporter gets 
taste of crime 
in Manila 


By Ruth L, Navarra 


sidewalk 
units, 


‘THE FUNNY thing about statistics is that you 
never fully understand it until you become 
one. 

Т know because on Friday 1 was added to 
the long list of people held up for their cell 
phone. 

Tt was a quarter before midnight. I was on my 
way home from a friend's birthday party, driv- 
ing alone with my windows rolled down. 

1 stopped at the corner of Quirino Avenue 
and Plaza Dilao for а red light. Out of 
nowhere, a man in à bonnet squeezed half of 
his body into.my car. 

He semi-hugged me, pointed a gun at my 
temple and demanded for my cell phone. 


An earlier incident 

With the killing of Today newspaper assis- 
tant business editor Jose Luis Villanueva for 
refusing to hand over his cell phone to rob- 
bers still fresh in my mind, fighting off the 
gunman never became my option. 

began searching for the phone in my bag. 
He probably thought that I was taking a long 
time so he demanded for my bag instead. 

1 tried to haggle for the identification cards 
in my wallet, but he became agitated and be- 
gan cursing me. 

1 thought that he could be high on drugs 
and I did not want to excite him any further. I 
figured that it was not worth it. 

Thanded him my red shoulder bag contain- 
ing my wallet with P2,000 cash and my Nokia 
3650 cell phone worth P15,000. 1 saw from 
my rearview mirror that he casually walked 
away from my car as if nothing happened. 

It all happened in less than two minutes, 
butit felt like an eternity. looked around and 
there were cars on both my sides and nobody 
tried to help, 


A surreal feeling 

As soon as the stoplight turned green, I 
drove away. I was functioning on reflex. I was 
still in shock and thinking of what I was going 
to do next. It felt too surreal and felt like it 
happened to another person instead of me. 

After some of the shock wore off, 1 looked 
fora police station and found a small precinct 
near Pedro Gil. The station had no vehicles so 
Thad to drive two lawmen to the crime scene. 

We briefly scanned the area. We also ap- 
proached a group of people near a bridge. 1 
begged those people to help us but they de- 
nied having seen any man in a bonnet carry- 
ing a handbag. 

1: was then that the police officers dis- 
missed the case and said that searching for 
the suspect would be futile 

1 insisted that they try looking for him. I 
asked that maybe they could look behind 
some trees. So maybe to appease me, they 
took me to a barangay station and told them 
‘what happened 


Precinct-hopping 

The officers then took me to another 
precinct where they wrote up my account in 
the blotter before another officer escorted me 
to the police station in Ermita. 

T tried to look for him in the gallery of sus- 
pects in the police station but they all looked 
the same to me. I did not want to pinpoint 
anybody because it was dark and I could not 
remember any of his facial features clearly. In 
fact, all 1 remember was his colorful bonnet 
and dirty fingernails, and that he was wearing 
hiphop shorts. 


Atthestation, some of the police joked that. 


maybe the gun was fake. They could be right. 
A good quality toy gun probably scared me 
out of my wits. But 1 consider myself very 
lucky that I wasn’t given the chance of finding 
ош whether it was real or not. 

Lots of people assumed that my windows 
меге down because I was smoker. l'm not. It 
has just been my habit to let the cool night 
breeze in. Plus, it saves gas. 

On a hindsight, he had a gun. He could've 
easily tapped my window and asked for me to 
open it. But the fact that it was rolled down 
made me extra vulnerable. 

1 discovered later that the area was notori- 
ous for cases like mine. I was not the first vic- 
tim, and I doubt 1 would be the last. 


“Apparently,. they could not 
generate enough support to push 
through with 
strike,” he added. 
Vergel de Dios said they had 
about 100 vehicles that they 
could deploy to ferry affected 
commuters. These vehicles in- 
clude prison vans and those from 
their flood contiol, landscape and 


the three-day 


clearing operation 


Protest over ticket scheme 
‘Transport groups, led by the 
Philippine 
Drivers and Operators-Alliance of 
Concerned Transport Organiza- 
tion (PCDO-ACTO) and the Fed- 
eration of Jeepney Operators and 
Drivers Association of the Philip- 


Confederation of 


Old folk 
find ally 
in mayor 


By Tina б. Santos 


CALOOCAN City May- 
or Enrico Echiverri is 
threatening to close 
down business estab- 
lishments аг wil 
refuse to honor the 20 
percent discount for 
senior citizens. 

Echiverri said they 
were receiving com- 
plaints from resi- 
dents that some own- 
ers of small pharma- 
cies were refusing to 
honor the senior ci 
zens card. 

Pharmacy owners 
reportedly argued 
that they had not 
been getting tax re- 
bates in exchange for 
the discount they 
were giving the se- 
nior citizens. 

But Echiverri in- 
sisted that business 
owners should con- 
tinue giving di 
counts to senior citi 
zens. 
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pines (Fejodap) are threatening 
to hold a transport holiday to 
protest the implementation of the 
Metropolitan Traffic Ticket 
(MTT) scheme and the anticolo- 
rum drive. 

The traffic chief added that the 
transport leaders were also call- 
ing for the immediate resignation 
of MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando 
and Land Transportation and 
Franchising Regulatory Board 
chair Ma. Elena Bautista. 

"The transport leaders appar- 
ently misunderstand the MTT 
scheme," Vergel de Dios said. 

He added, “They think they 
have to pay for the fines first be- 
fore they could question ће ap- 
prehension.” 

Vergel de Dios explained that 
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3 alleged car thieves: 
slain on expressway , 


THREE suspected car thieves 
were killed yesterday in a report- 
ed shootout with policemen 
along the North Luzon Express- 
way in Barangay Tabang, Guigu- 
into, Bulacan. 

Reports said a police team 
from the Philippine National Po- 
lice headquarters in Camp Crame 
chased the suspects as these sped 
northbound in a Mitsubishi L-300 
van. 

The chase reportedly began af- 
ter the suspects entered the Bal- 
intawak toll plaza at 3 a.m. 

When the suspects reached the 
NLEX section in Barangay Ta- 
bang, they allegedly opened fire 
on the the pursuing policemen. 

A shootout reportedly ensued 


motorists are given three days to 
protest before the agency's adju- 
dication board. Drivers are also 
given seven days to settle their 
fines. 

MMDA Deputy Chair Cesar La- 
cuna said the agency “is bent on 
implementing the single-ticket- 
ing system which is part of their, 
mandate.” 

“We could be accused of dere- 
liction of duty if we do not imple- 
ment the MTT,” Lacuna said. 

Vergel de Dios also stressed 
that there was no reason for the 
transport leaders to protest the 
agency'santicolorum drive. 

"This only means they are us- 
ing illegal vehicles which is obvi- 
ously against the law,” the MMDA 
traffic chief said. 


and resulted in the killing of the 
three men, 

Report from the Philippine 
National Construction Co., the: 
operator of the NLEX, said police-.- 
men recovered three 38-cal. n 
volvers from the slain suspects. 

Supt, Ferdinando Sevilla, Bula- + 
can police investigation officer, 
said they had yet to identify е, 
Suspects at press time, 

The shootout is the latest in a* 
string of at least three other al- 
eged shootouts involving police: 
and suspected criminals. 

In the earlier incidents, rela-. 
tives of those slain accused law-". 
men of summarily executing the 
suspects. — Carmela Reyes, PDI- 
Central Luzon Desk 
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Barangay 
tanods join 


= tax drive 


An aerial photograph shows fishpens arrayed in Laguna de Bay, which an environmental study says has continually deteriorated over theyears, ВУ Nelson F Flores 


Sa halagang P30 lang maaari ka пайа maging SMART Milyonaryo! 
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BARANGAY tanods can do more than watch 
over communities. 

Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes believes so 
as he announced that his department has 
tapped the more than 30,000 barangay watch- 
men of Metro Manila for tax collection. 

Under the "Suyod Buwis sa Barangay” pro- 
ject, Reyes said, village watchmen would be 
mobilized to gather information concerning 
taxes and revenues at the barangay level. 

Hesaid the watchmen would be tasked to con- 
duct house-to-house interviews of local house- 
holds and business establishments to determine. 
‘whether residents were paying the correct taxes. 

As part of the project, a thorough inventory 
of all business establishments and/or taxable 
sources throughout the metropolis will be > 
conducted. Collection will include fees on 
barangay clearance, business permits and li- 
censes; building inspection, fire safety inspec- 
tion clearance and zoning clearance, includ- 
ing real property taxes, he added. 


Barangay revenue codes 

Metro Manila barangays shall also be encour- 
aged to pass their respective revenue codes. The 
project was undertaken in cooperation with the 
Metro Manila Liga ng mga Barangay. 

Meanwhile, Reyes said a system that will 
check the performance of the provincial gov. 
ernors, city and municipal mayors in the de. 
livery of basic services and in managing the 
affairs of their respective localities has been 
recently launched by the department. 

Dubbed as the Local Governance Perfor- 
mance Measurement System (LGPMS), Reyes 
said the system was part of the "10 to 10 Deka- 
da ng Reporma" campaign which advocates 
critical governance reforms within the admin- 
istration's 10-point agenda and commitment 
to achieve the millennium development goals. 


Internet-based system 

Reyes said the LGPMS was an internet- 
based self-assessment system that would al- 
low provinces, cities and municipalities to 
monitor and check their level of performance. 
and productivity. 

Under the LGPMS, the performance of the 
province, city or municipality will be mea- 
sured in the following service areas: gover 
nance, administration, economic develop- 
ment and social services. 
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Ex-Ginebra 
player yields 
‘marijuana’ 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A FORMER basketball player was arrested for 
allegedly using marijuana while driving in 
Makati City yesterday morning 

Former Ginebra San Miguel player Antero 
Saldana Jr, 45, of Citiview, Valle Verde, Pasig 
City, was apprehended at about 7:30 a.m. on 
Ayala Avenue near Herrera Street, 

According to Makati Station Antilllegal 
Drugs-Special Operations Task Force (SAID- 
ЗОТЕ) agents, a mobile police unit seized a stick 
of suspected marijuana from Saldana after he 
was initially apprehended for a traffic violation. 


"I'm only human’ 

Saldana admitted in an interview that 
while on his way home from a “night out," he 
fell asleep while driving his car. 

“Tm not perfect. I'm only human,” Saldana 
said, adding that the alleged marijuana stick 
was given to him the night before, 

‘Saldana, who said he was a sports instruc- 
tor in a private school, stressed he was "re- 
pentant about what happened." 

Police said scene of the crime operatives 
were conducting tests on the suspected т 
Juana stick, 

Saldana would undergo rehabilitation if 
found guilty ofthe offense, police said. 
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Hairpin curve. 
Slippery path. 
.Extremely precious cargo. 


No problem. You're driving а 
Ford Everest. 


Would you entrust your loved ones to anything less secure? Only a full SUV like a Ford Everest can make you feel at ease 

even as you face the worst road conditions. That's because its the only one in its class that’s loaded with a reassuring 

number of safety features like dual airbags, disc brakes with ABS and side impact bars. When you drive a Ford Everest, 

you and your family can take your minds off the dangers on the road, and focus on the great journey ahead. 
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опе deserves a treat. j 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE RED Bull Barakos are in serious 
trouble. 

With the Department of Justice set to 
announce today its recommendation 
that six foreign-born players in the 
Philippine Basketball Association be de- 
ported for having faked their citizen- 
ship, coach Yeng Guiao admitted yester- 
day that his team will suffer the biggest 
blow. 

‘Three of the six cagers—Davonn 
Harp, Jon Ordonio and Mick Pennisi— 


Tigers display 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


2s SPORTS... 


Red Bull braces for impact of DOJ decision 


are playing for Red Bull 

"IF its true, it will be a big loss to us. 
Everyone knows that our Fil-Ams are the 
pillars of our game. They are the founda- 
tion of our offense and defense. But my 
job now is to soften the impact and find 
some adjustments that will lessen the ef- 
fect of their loss in our performance,” 
said Guiao. 

"On the personal side, my heart bleeds 
for these people. Matagal na namin 
silang kasama (We have been together 
for so long). They have contributed a lot 
tothe team and we've developed person- 


al friendships,” he added. 

Also to be deported under the DOJ rul- 
ing are Talk “М Texts Asi Taulava, last 
season's Most Valuable Player, Coca-Co- 
las Rudy Hatfield and Barangay Gine- 
bra's Alex Crisano. 

Guiao said his embattled squad still 
went through its regular routine during 
its practice at the Reyes gym yesterday. 

“We're trying to keep things as nor- 
mal as possible. We actually don’t talk 
about it in the team. First of all, we 
don't want to give them added pres- 
sure,” he said. 


DALE Singson of SMB 
is forced by Coke's Reynel. 


lidefonso. 


Hugnatan to pass off to Danny 


“But starting today, I know we have to 
formulate some adjustments and pre- 
pare for the worst case scenario. There's 
a very big possibility that they're not go- 
ing to play on Wednesday,” added Guiao. 

1а an emergency meeting last month, 
the PBA board agreed to immediately 
suspend players who will be recom- 
mended by the DOJ for deportation. 

Red Bull's next game is set on Wednes- 
day against Alaska. 

Guiao said the Red Bull management 
will most likely appeal DOJ' decision. 
"Tm sure this is not the last of it. If the 
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players really feel they have been ag- 
grieved, there are options and courses of 
actions they can take. I know there are 
steps being taken by our managers and 
officials to help them out,” he said. 

But whatever happens in the next few 
days, the 45-year-old mentor remains 
optimistic. 

“We're not giving up. After we get over 
it, ГП pose it as a challenge to the players. 
People will think na hihina tayo, pero 
patunayan natin na kaya pa rin natin (we 
may have grown weaker, but let’s prove 
them wrong)," he said. 


Barbers hails 


resolution 


deadly poise, 
maul Beermen 


By June Navarro 


WHEN he's in top shape, Rob Wain- 
wright can be very deadly. 

Coca-Cola rode the hot shooting of Wain- 
wright in the last quarter last night to tum back 
‘San Miguel Beer, 92-84, in he Gran Matador PBA 
Philippine Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Wainwright drilled 10 of his 14 points in the 
fourth period, including a pair of three-pointers 
that helped repulse the Beermen and allowed the 
‘Tigers to chalk up their third victory in four games. 

Tn the second game, Ren-Ren Ritualo fired 23 
points and John Ferriols added 20 as FedEx 
trounced Alaska, 98-90. The Express improved to 
2-1, while the Aces sank to 0-3. 

"The Beermen, who fell to their second loss in 
four outings, gave up a 71-62 lead as Wainwright 
and Jeffrey Cariaso began hitting their strides, 

Cariaso finished with 20 points, while Rudy 
Hatfield didn't allow any distraction to get in his 
way as he registered a double-double of 13 points 
and 10 rebounds for the fourth straight game. 

Hatfield is among six players recommended by 
the Department of Justice for deportation. 

“Ts really disappointing, but ГЇ take whatever 
the result is. Im a Filipino, Fm proud to say itand 
Tm not going to back out of anything if they ques- 
tion me face-to-face,” said a teary-eyed Hatfield, 

Coca-Cola coach Chot Reyes attested to his 


had met the mother of 
Hatfield a couple of 
times. “ a big thing 
for us but we have to 
find a way to squeeze 
out of this distraction," 
said Reyes. 

Hatfield aims his 
grandmother һа 
fom la Union, while 
his grandfather, who 
passed away when he 
"wasnt even bom yet, 
came from Leyte. 

He plans to make an 
appeal when he re- 
ceives the official com- 
munication from the league. 

The scores 

Firs Game 

COCACOLA 2—Сэйно 20, Weigh 14, Had 13, 
Азат 13, Huson 10. Revs S. uro n3, Oia 2 

SAN MIGUEL 4— Peso 2 kone 15 Pea 13, Panda 
12 Horr Gaal 8 бах? Garbo Mere. 

Quarters 1821, 4257 6268 84 

Second Game = 

FEDEX S2 aso 2 Fe 20. Pis 13 Se, Gorza- 
кєз, tels B De Ocampo 5 Yap 5, lines 2 Cea 2. 

ALASKA S0 Toss 17, Gy 16, Hanns 13 Cortez 11, A- 
1, Fano ToS, Alado S Fel, Data. 


[ 
1 STANDINGS W 
Talk'NText 3 
Coca-Cola 3 
Purefoods 2 
Shell 2 
| SanMiguet 2 
FedEx 1 
Ginebra. 1 
Alaska 0 
Sta.Lucia 0 


GAME TOMORROW 
(Dumaguete Clyy 
6 p.m—Talk'N Text vs 
Purefoods 


players claim to Filipino citizenship, saying he 


on ‘Fil-sham’ 


A TRIUMPH over injustice 

This was how former Sen, Robert Barbers de- 
scribed yesterday the decision ofthe Department 
of Justice upholding his committee's recommen- 
dation for the summary deportation of some for- 
eign-bom players in the Philippine Basketball 
Association. 

‘The Barbers committee found the players to 
have falsified their documents to make it appear 
that they have Filipino roots. 

The DOJ decision, expected to be released to- 
day, recommends the deportation of six of the 
original eight foreign-born players. 

‘Those recommended for deportation are Asi 
“Taulava of Talk ‘N Text, Mick Pennisi, Davonn 
Harp and Jon Ordonio of Red Bull, Rudy Hat- 
field of Coca-Cola and Alex Crisano of Barangay 
Ginebera. Cleared were Dorian Рейа of San 
Miguel Beer and Andy Seigle of Ginebra. 


Lapid finished the job 

1 commend the DOJ and Secretary Gonzales 
for acting with resolve over this matter,” said Bar- 
bers, "I likewise thank Sen. (Manuel Lito) Lapid 
for finishing what 1 have started on this issue as 
the new Senate chair of the committee of games, 
amusements and sports. Without him, this issue. 
might have been left in the backbumer:” 

Barbers stressed that his panel even went to 
the countryside and asked the people to verify 
claims by the foreign-born players that their rela- 
tives lived in their communities. 

“If the DOJ thinks that Seigle and Peña's pa- 


_ pers are in order, I respect that. But with regard 


to the other Fil-Am players named in our report, 
ме can't go wrong there,” Barbers said. 

"Our committee connected the puzzles to- 
gether to see if they fit. The documents they pre- 
sented did not match the testimonies of the peo- 
ple living in the said communities.” 


THE “DONE deal" that was promised last 
week did not come. 

Of course, you've read it here and in 
practically all other dailies. 

Manny Pacquiao, assured a $500,000 
purse, would square off with a certain Gary 
St. Clair at the Global City in Taguig on Dec. 
а 

‘That major announcement naturally made 
Pacquiao fans, many of them poor hungry cit 
izens who speak the champ's dialect, very 
glad and quite excited. 

Sony, nothing came up last week, and 
these fans were left wondering again when 
Pacquiao would really be fighting. 

Not to worry assured fight publicists yes- 
terday, the deal would be done this week. 

Again? Look, it had been noted that the 
scheduled Pacquiao fight against а certain 
Gary St. Clair would be coming in as an emer- 
gency. 

It was being assembled at the last minute, 
with sirens wailing, because Pacquiao needs 
опе big workout to send him off for stellar 
bouts in the USA next year. 

Now, the ambulance has had to make а 
complete turn-around, 

After the promised bout hit a major road- 
oe block, the promoters had to swerve. 


q Y al Next heard of, they were turning to Pac- 
И f 1 М quiao himself for the necessary funding. 


——— No, don't get it mixed up; although the 
emergency situation has started to be truly 
muddled, 

The latest is that Murad Muhammad, Pac- 
quíaos glib US promoter, В now in town and 
would link up with the Ring Magazine world 
featherweight champion today. 

“This only meant there was actually no deal 
yet when Murad agreed to the inital “done 
eal” announcement 

Look, when Mured bragged that a mon- 
eyed group would be bebind the event, it was 
made clear that Pacquiao would be geting 
$5 million (P28 milion). 

Murad said the identity of this group 
would also be made public. 

Repeat: No announcement could be made 
because there was no deal yer in the first 
place. 

Yes, the ambulance has had to make a 
digital tum-around after it was discovered to be run- 

ning on an empty tank. 
exchange Obviously, the moncyed people originally 
set to suppor the event suddenly discovered 
they were sure to lose the shirts on their backs 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer’s Guyito! 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquirer. 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designated drop 
boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 
по less than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 


Seo posters and print ads for more details. 


invent 


All products aro available at Digits! Exchange Glorietta 3 


Will Pacquiao fund his own fight? 


Bare EYE 


Recah 
Trinidad 


if they had agreed on the original proposal. 

Initial estimates pegged the big card to cost 
atotal of close to P80 millon. 

Even Major General Carlos Garcia, despite 
the enormous sums he has amassed, may not 
have the guts to gamble on the venture. 

So, it now appears promoters are left wit 
по other option but ask Pacquiao to agree toa 
cutin the purse. 

Weve asked around and insiders agree 
that Pacquiao's cooperation would be vital if 
the fight were to push through. 

"The proposed bout, considering its price 
tag, was a ready stunner 

But ithad readily puzzled those who know 
boxing business because the original expen- 
dicures had already appeared ош of reach. 

The main revenues would be dependent 
on television commercials, which could be 
ranked super if they totaled P20 million. 

Selling the fight to international television 
‘was out of the question, considering the cre- 
dential ofthe obscure contender. 

In short, money, a lot of them, is again the 
big problem, 

So far, there has been no word from the 
camp of the most famous sports patron in 
town today, First Gentleman Mike Arroyo. 

Malacafiang is, of course, aware that a 
fight involving Pacquiao could do wonders to 
panly assuage the growing  restiveness 
around. 

But would the Palace be both bold and 
blind to spend for Pacquiao after the dismal 
aftermath of the very expensive May election 
circus? v 

Fight fans, many of them members of the 
poor, hungry breed, had expressed displea- 
sure after nothing came out of the promised - 
"done deal" last week. 5 

"They continued to stare at the sky wonders 
ing if Pacquiao would ever fight this year. 

If Pacquiao agreed to take a drastic cut off 
his purse, that would be equal to the champ 
paying for his own fight. 

Thats indeed sordid and silly. 

But knowing Pacquiao, he's bound to mak « 
the sacrifice, 


à 
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One tough job 


АТЕШ; 


WATER JUG 


к ү 


Satisfy yourself with every drop of cold water 


А кері cool in Penguins Water Jug. 
CARDONA 


ICTSI-La Salle — seers E SL, € ILU BEES i 


climbs mountain PRE 8 fio"we ^^  Kebac 
in PBL action PEERED Eg SEER) млеко at temone neruinnce drones wationwos LIFE GETS BETTER EVERYDAY, 


AFTER weeks of 
celebrations, the 
ICTSI-La Salle 
Archers are set- 
tling down to pre- 
pare for another 
tough mission: 
winning the PBL 
Open Champi- 
onship. 

The Archers have. 
уе to play competitive 
basketball since bag- 
ging the UAAP crown 
at the expense of Far 
Eastern U almosta 
month ago. 

"The boys аге їй 
on cloud nine because 
of the many invitations 
from the alumni who 
want to honor them,” 
said assistant coach 
Gee Abanilla, the man 
expected to take over 
from coach Franz 
‘Pumaren next season. 

"They have to for- 
sgetabout the UAAP 
because the PBL isa 
much tougher 
league." 

But Abanilla is not 
wonied tall. 

"Our basketball 
program has been 
there for seven years, 
зо оз easy for us to go 
back and play serious 
basketball again,” said 
Abanilla, 


On the short side. 

Although they're 
one ofthe shortest 
squads in the league, 
the Archers can't be 
taken for granted. 

‘They are hoping to 
bring their college 
spirit to the league 
which opens shop on 
Saturday And the 
team is intact, which is 
a builtin advantage. 

‘The dynamic duo of 
UAAP Finals MVP Mac 
Cardona and buddy 
Joseph Yeo will again 
Jead the Archers, who 
tooka leave of ab- 
sence in the last con- 
ference, 

Providing firepower 
support are rookies 
Jerwin Gaco, Jayvee 
Casio, Ryan Arana, 
Mark Benitez and 
Allen Gatchalian, who 
all played key roles in 
their conquest of the 
highly favored Tama- 
raws in the ШААР 


Rivalry’s revival 
Others in the cast 
are Jun-Jun Cabatu, 
TY Tang; JR Aquino 
and Mike Gavino who 
all have played for at 
jes one conference You'll be unforgettable. 


in the PBL. 


The retum of the P Imagine you giving her Passion-filled hours. It's Ene 'once ‘you've discovered | 
Archers to the league | 


paves the way forthe the fast and sure way to improve: erection. Ask your doctor how to "live it up". 
revival of the rivalry 

among UAAP's top. 

three teams, with the 

Tamaraws playing as 

Magnolia Ice Cream- 


FEU and the Eagles as 
‘Ateneo-Addict Mobile Bayer HealthCare GSP. 


МВА 2004 -2005 SEASON 


MONDAYS 


: [ЮМ 16 
THURSDAYS dL. LANI 


DAYS TO GO 


na 


Els arranges match play 
showdown vs Westwood 


VIRGINIA WATER, England—Title- 
holder Ernie Els moved within sight 
of a record sixth World Match Play ti 
tle on Saturday by solving a putting 
problem to overcome injured Irish- 
man Padraig Harrington 5 and 4. 

Standing between Els breaking the 
record of five wins he shares with Gary 
Player and Severiano Ballesteros is Lee 
Westwood, who withstood a late come- 
back by Miguel Angel Jimenez to win 
the other semifinal -up. 

Westwood was S-up with eight to 
play but the Spaniard won three in a 
Tow and the 16th to make it close. 

On his 35th birthday Sunday, Els 
will be‘out to collect the biggest golf 
Jackpot of a million pounds ($1.8 mil- 
lion). 

He has also set a record by reach- 
ing the final for the seventh time. His 
only defeat in a final was to Vijay 
Singh in 1997. But he has lost his only 
two matches with Westwood in this 


event, 2 and 1 in the second round in 
1998, and 1-up in the 2000 semifi- 
nals. 

“Ёз one thing making the final, an- 
other thing trying to win it,” Els said. 
“Tm sure Lee will have a lot of confi- 
dence. Из a new game, a new 
match." 

In the morning, Els missed six putts 
of between five and eight feet, includ- 
ing successive five-footers at the 15th 
and 16th for losing bogeys. 

“They really annoyed me,” he said. 
“I had gotten а grip on the match. I 
had done the hard work.” 

His lead was down to two, but he 
won the 17th and tightened his 
putting in the afternoon, never being 
less than three holes ahead. 

“I just tried to stay patient,” he 
said. 

Harrington said the injury to his 
right thumb, sustained Friday when 
his hand hit a tree in a follow- 


through, prevented him from having 
his thumb on the club in the morning. 

‘Westwood never led Jimenez until 
an eagle at the 12th, then he birdied 
the 15th from 15 feet, the 16th from 
12 feet and the long 17th with two 
putts to lead 4-up. 

He was four or five up all afternoon 
until the 28th. Then Jimenez won 
three in a row and the 16th, two of 
them with putts of 27 and 15 feet. 

If Westwood was shaken, it didn't 
show as he secured halves at the 35th 
and the last, where Jimenez drove in- 
toabunker. 

Jimenez had to finish off his quar- 
terfinal against Bernhard Langer be- 
fore taking on Westwood. 

"Т played 44 holes today and 1 am 
proud of the way I battled back and to 
take it to the last hole was a good ef- 
fort,” he said. "I ave never played 44 
holes before and | don't want to 
again." AP 


Sorenstam puts pressure 
on Korean Park’s title bid 


DESERT, California—South Korean 
Grace Park held onto her lead in the 
Samsung World Championship Satur- 
day, but Swedish superstar Annika 
Sorenstam was closing in with one 
round to play. 

Sorenstam fired a three-under-par 
69 to pick up two strokes on Park, 
who still boasted a three-shot lead in 
the elite $850,000 event. 

Park, who dominated the first two. 
days, began the third round with a 
four-shot lead over England’s Karen 
Stupples and South Korean Shi Hyun 
‘Ahn, both of whom stumbled in the 
third round. 

But Park bogeyed the last hole and 
managed just a one-under 71 for a 


NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas~Shaquille 
O'Neal was on the bench, Larry Brown was 
back in Detroit, and the Miami Heat beat the 
Pistons 83-74 Saturday in a preseason game 
that lost its luster with two stars from last 


year’s NBA Finals out of commission. 


S4-hole total of 16-under 200, allow- 
ing those chasing her to remain with- 
in striking distance. 

‘Among those chasing is Soren- 
stam, the best golfer in the world who 
is gunning for her LPGA Tour-leading 
sixth tide of the year. At 203, she was 
tied for second with Cristie Kerr and 
will be in the pairing directly in front 
of Park on Sunday. 

"Hopefully 1 can get off to a 
(quick) start tomorrow and put the 
pressure on Grace,” Sorenstam said. 
[think that's going to be the key" 

“I need all of the help 1 can get,” 
Park admitted. 

‘While Sorenstam leads the tour in 
wins, Park may lead in also-rans. She 


In Memphis, Tennessee, Jermaine O'Neal 


won the Kraft Nabisco Championship 
in March but has a staggering eight 
other finishes of second or third, in- 
cluding last weeks second at the 
Asahi Ryokuken International Cham- 
pionship. 

“Tjust have to hang in there for one 
more round,” Park said. "Hopefully, 1 
will shoot the lowest number again 
and finish at the top, which will be 
great, to lead for four days.” 

Park could have kept her fourshot 
lead but for a wayward tee shot at 18, 
where she nearly lost her ball. She 
took a one-shot penalty and relief 
from a scoreboard before knocking 
her approach on the green and two- 
putting. AFP 


Knicks 98, Spurs 84 


scored 22 points, and Indiana's dominant front 
line led the Pacers over Memphis. 

O'Neal shot 7-of-12 from the field and made 
all eight free throws, and Ron Artest added 19 
points for indiana. 


The game would have been O'Neal's first 


against Detroit since the Pistons beat the Los An- 
geles Lakers for the NBA championship last year, 
bur O'Neal strained his left hamstring in practice 
during the week and didn't dress for the game. 
Brown, who coached the Pistons to a title in 
his first year at Detroit, skipped the wip to 


Arkansas because of illness. 
Cavaliers 104, Bulls 88 


In St. Louis, Zydrunas Ilgauskas had 17 points 
and six rebounds to lead Cleveland past Chica- 


80. 


Reserve Dajuan Wagner added 14 points for 
Cleveland, and Jeff McInnis scored 13. Drew 


Gooden had 10 rebounds. 
Pacers 108, Grizzlies 91 


Em 


SACRAMENTO Kings’ Chris Webber (left) runs into a great wall in 
the Houston Rockets’ Yao Ming in the NBA's China outing. 


Hornets 105, Clippers 95 

In Lafayette, Louisiana, rookie J.R. Smith 
scored 22 points to lead New Orleans over Los 
Angeles. 

"The 19-year-old Smith, drafted 18th overall 
out of high school, started his third straight pre- 
season game in place«of injured guard David 
Wesley. 


Nets 95, Celtics 86 

In Albany, New York, Rodney Buford scored 
19 points to lead New Jersey to 2 win over 
Boston. 

Paul Pierce scored 17 points for Boston, which 
closed within four points in the fourth period but 
never took the lead. New Jersey was ahead 52- 
40 at halftime. 


In New York, Jamal Crawford made 10 of 12 
shots and scored 25 points Saturday to lead New 
York Knicks over San Antonio. 


Bucks 93, Nuggets 91 
In Milwaukee, Kenyon Martin made his Den- 
ver debut, but the Nuggets fell to Milwaukee. 
Martin had 10 first-half rebounds, then spent 
the second half on the bench in street clothes. 


‘Trail Blazers 111, Bobcats 85 

In Portland, Oregon, Darius Miles scored 20 
points in a reserve role and Damon Stoudamire 
added 18 to lead Portland over the expansion 
Charlotte Bobcats. 

Jason Kapono scored 17 points for Charlotte. 


Suns 99, Supersonics 93 

In Seattle, Quentin Richardson and Amare 
Stoudemire each scored 21 points to help 
Phoenix defeat Seattle. 

‘Seattle trailed by as many as 16 in the fourth, 
but closed to within two points at95-93. АР 


Sacramento leaves 
China with triumph 


BEUING—Bobby Jackson hit a 
pair of late baskets Sunday to lift 
the Sacramento Kings to a 91-89 
preseason victory over the Hous- 
ton Rockets, as the NBA wrapped 
up its first games in China. 
Chinesebom star Yao Ming 
scored 13 points for the Rockets but 
neither his effort—nor the sellout 
crowd chanting his name—was 
enough to rum back the energetic 


Kings offense. 


‘The Rockets were 10 points up in 
the second quarter, but the Kings 
swiftly caught up. They pulled 
ahead in the third quarter, as Sacra- 
mento guard Mike Bibby intercept- 
ей a Houston pass and shoveled it 
to Kevin Martin forthe slam dunk. 

Houston took a late lead, but 
Jackson nailed a three-pointer to tie 
the game at 89-89 with less than 
two minutes to go. Jackson scored 
again seconds before the final 
buzzer as the crowd erupted. 

"They were just a lot quicker to 
the ball in the second half than we 
were,” said Houston coach Jeff Van 
Gundy. “Yao had five of our 22 
Tumovers, so tumovers were а 
problem for everybody" 

Houston won the NBAS first Chi- 
na exhibition matchinShanghaion said. AP 


ah 


палив 


‘Thursday, beating Sacramento 88- 
86. 


In Beijing, fans packed the 
17,903-seat Capital Stadium, 
which was refurbished for the NBA 
visit. They waved Yao Ming banners 
and portraits and chanted his name 
even when he was on the bench. 

"These two games have provided 
Chinese basketball fans with a spe- 
cial opportunity to experience the 
passion of NBA basketball,” Yao 
said. “As for NBA marketing, 1 be- 
lieve that is something Chinese 
businesspeople should learn from." 

Basketball is hugely popular in 
China, and NBA commissioner 
David Stem says he would like to 
stage more games here. 

‘The league hopes the country's 
surging economy and swelling con- 
sumer class will make it a growing 
market for everything from NBA 
jerseys to video games. 

Van Gundy said that while the 
long trip to China took away pre- 
‘season practice time, it was worth it 
to hear the cheers of the country's 
surprisingly basketball-savvy fans. 

"1don't think anyone would have 
traded two more practices for the 
Cultural experience that we got." he 
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guered pitching 4 
time the long, lony 
with a devastatir| 
over the Red Sox, 
New Yorkers were 
away from a shock 
Gary Sheffield, Hidek 
Rodriguez tumed Game 
League championship s 
round of batting practic. 
"We feel like we hi 
momentum,” Rod 
doesn't matter v| 
Sheffield 


Р ean entia 
DEREK Jeter, running from first on a double by Alex Rodriguez, scores the first Yankees run against thy 
Red Sox at Boston’s Fenway Park. Covering the plate is Red Sox catcher Jason Varitek. 


Shaq sits out Heat win over Pistons 


Parnevik: Marriage 
good for Tiger’s game 


GREENSBORO, North Caroli- 
na—Swedish golfer Jesper Parnevik 
predicted marriage would provide a 
pick-me-up for golf superstar Tiger 
Woods, who wed his Swedish sweet- 
heart Elin Nordegren in Barbados 
earlier this month. 

* think its going to be good (for his 
game)" Parnevik said Saturday at the 
Greater Greensboro Classic, an event 
Woods is skipping as he and Nordegren 
sail the Caribbean on a honeymoon 
cruise aboard their yacht, Privacy. 

“She's a very solid wife he can lean 
on. It’s going to help him be more 
grounded, with all the chaos he en- 
dures every day" 

Parnevik and his wife, Mia, inro- 
duced Woods to Nordegren, but 
Parnevik said they did not attend the 
wedding. Ina bid to keep the plans se- 
cret, Woods issued invitations at the 
last minute, and Parnevik was already 


committed to a corporate outing 
‘Seattle the day before the ceremony. 
"We would love to have gone,” | 
said. "But it just wasn't right, becaus 
1,500 people were coming to watch t 
Seattle clinic. It would have been a bi 
hassle for them." And Parnevik scoff 
at those who say that Woods’ on-coury 
struggles—once seemingly invincibi 
he has fallen to No. 3 in the world—c 
be traced to the time he met Nord 


"You have to see the way he h: 
played this year. If his head had bec 
the problem, he would have missed 
lot of cuts,” Parnevik said, putting hin 
self squarely in the camp of those wh 
say Woods woes are technical, m 
mental. "His head is still there, m 
me. There were two tournaments in 
row that he was last in greens in regu! 
tion, but only missed both playoffs by 
shot” АР 


Real Madrid hammer 
out draw vs Real Betis 


MADRID, Spain—Ronaldo scored a 
second-half equalizer Saturday to earn 
struggling Real Madrid a 1-1 draw 
against Real Betis in the seventh round 
ofthe Spanish league. 

The draw at Betis’ Manuel Ruiz de 
Lopera Stadium extended Madrid's wi 
less streak to three games and left it in 
10th place in the standings with 10 points. 

Ronaldo, who scored rwo goals for 
Brazil last weekend in a World Cup quali 
fying match at Venezuela, got his first goal 
for Madrid since the season opener against 
Mallorea in the 66th minute. Ricardo 
Oliveira netted the first goal for Beis in the 
3st. 

In another match Saturday, Deportivo 
La Coruna beat Getafe 2-1 to win at home 
for the first time in the league this season. 

FC Barcelona, which was playing at 
crosstown rival Espanyol later Saturday, 
leads the standings with 16 points. Valen- 
да, which was hosting Sevilla on Sunday, 
has 14. Sevilla and Deportivo have 11. 

Madrid, which was lacking the injured 
David Beckham and right back Michel Sal- 
gado, entered the match with just four 
goals scored through six league matches- 
is lowest tally ever. 


Mariano Garcia Remonis side lo. 

ted and barely threatened in 
first half hour, despite the rerum of R 
do from injury. 

Madrid's situation worsened w 
Oliveira launched Betis into the lead 
asidefooted shot from the edge of the 
following a swift through ball by fon 
Fernando Fernandez 

However, Madrid staged an impi 
ment after Garcia Remon replaced den 
er Walter Samuel with Michael Ow 
halftime. 

Ronaldo leveled in rhe 66th after a 
pass with Zinedine Zidane, the Brazil 
ег then taking two strides forward 
sidefooting the ball home from the ed 
thearea. 

Boosted by its away victory over M. 
in its last match, Deportivo continuo} 
recent improvement even though it 1 
ed an understrength team with a vies 
‘Tuesday's important Champions Le. 
match at Liverpool. 

Midfielder Sergio Gonzalez. gave 
portivo the lead in the 17th minute w 
Jong, low shot which appeared to c 
Getafe goalkeeper Sergio Sanchez 
aware. 


es pummel Red Sox 


e — Yankees 
the bases, 
|ston's belea- 
кав. By the 
night ended 
= 19-8 rout 
the dreaded 
lust one game 
ng sweep. 
Matsui and Alex 
t of the American 
ries into one big 
Saturday night 
ve a whole lot of 
[шет said. “It 
ho were facing.” 
broke a 6-6 tie 
erun homer off 
Leskanic in the 
th inning, Mat- 
had five hits, five 
and five runs 
pred, and Ro- 
liriguez home- 


red and scored five times. 

New York, which has won six straight 
postseason games, had 22 hits in ali, more 
than enough on a night Javier Vazquez re- 
lieved Kevin Brown to get just his second 
win in more than two months. 

No major league baseball team has ever 
overcome a 3-0 deficit in a best-of-seven 
series, and 20 of the 25 that lost the first 
three games went down in four straight. 
The Yankees now have four tries to get the 
one victory they need for the seventh AL 
pennant in nine seasons since Joe Torre 
took over as manager, their 40th overall. 

“We knew going in that it was going 
to be a tough series," Torre said. “To be 
up3-0, I think we're surprised." 

"This game took 4 hours, 20 minutes, 
the longest nine-inning game in postsea- 
son history It was a tribute to the batters 
and an embarrassment to pitchers. 

Even when the Yankees took an 11-6 lead 
їп a five-run fourth, the crowd of 35,126 at 
Fenway Park remained, knowing the Red 
Sox had nearly overcome an eight un deficit 
in Tuesdays opener. But New York kept scor- 


ing and the fans grew quiet, ав if doom al- 
ready had descended on a town that wants 
nothing more than to shake “The Curse.” 

‘That may be tough. 

“It starts to look daunting if you look 
at too big a picture,” Boston manager 
Terry Francona said. 

The hits and runs came so quickly 
that it was hard to keep track on how 
many the Yankees put up. The person 
running the hand-operated board fell 
behind in the ninth inning, and couldn't 
replace the panels fast enough. 

Orlando Hernandez will try to close it 
out Sunday night for the Yankees, with 
Boston most likely starting Derek Lowe. 
Tim Wakefield, originally stated to start 
Game 4, was used in relief in this опе. 

‘There were 170 pitches in the first 
three innings, which took 1:45 to play. 
Brown and Boston's Bronson Arroyo 
didn’t make it to the third. 

‘Vazquez, with just one win in 10 starts 
since Aug. 6, wasnt particularly effective, 
but it was good enough. He allowed four 
runs and seven hits in four 1-3 innings be- 
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Myskina retains 


6-0, in the Kremlin Cup final on 


fore Paul Quantrill came inthe geventh, one SU 
оцгаћега two-run homer by Jason Varitek. in 

Boston, which finished with 15 hits, 
had taken the Yankees to the 11th in- 
ning of Game 7 last year and dominated 
the Yankees during the regular season, 
going 11-8, including 7-3 at home. 

The scoring began 13 pitches in, 
when Rodriguez doubled home Derek ОК 
Jeter. Matsui's two-run homer into ће Va. 
right-field bullpen then made it 3-0. 


nday to retain her Moscow title 
a rematch of their all-Russian 


French Open final earlier this 
year, 


‘After a close first set, with 


plenty of errors and poor serving 
from both sides, the third-seeded 
Myskina raced through the sec- 


d against a hapless Dementie- 
in just 24 minutes. 
In Paris in June, Myskina 


Sheffield threw out Ramirez at third crushed her close friend, 6-1, 6-2, 


base to end the bottom half following in 
David Ortizs single to right, but the Red 
Sox beat up on Brown in the second. They 819 
went ahead, 4-3, on Trot Nixon's two-run 
homer into the right-feld seats, an RBI sin- 
gle off first baseman John Olerud by John- 
пу Damon, and a run-scoring error by 
Jeter, who allowed Ramirez's hard 
grounder to shortstop to kick off his glove. 
Boston's lead lasted just four pitches 
into the third. Rodriguez, who gotintoa One 
brawl with Varitek after Arroyo hit him 


less than an hour to become 


the first Russian woman to win a 
rand slam title. 


With her third title of the year, 


Myskina will move up one spot to 
No. 3 in the world, behind Lind- 
say Davenport and Amelie Mau- 
resmo. 


Despite the defeat, the fifth- 


seeded Dementieva also jumped 


е place to number five, just be- 


hind another Russian, US Open 


with a pitch July 24, homered over the Svetlana Kuznetsova. 


Green Monster in left. AP 


Britains Greg Rusedski was 


Kremlin trophy 


MOSCOW—Anastasia Myskina 
trounced Elena Dementieva, 7-5, 


Wide 
MYSKINA 


Veteran Clemens 
powers Houston 


HOUSTON—Roger Clemens was not 
thinking he might have just thrown 
the final pitch of his stellar ca- 
reer on Saturday as he was 
walking off the mound to a 
thunderous hometown ovation, 
Fittingly for the greatest pow- 
er pitcher of his generation and 
perhaps any other, that last 
pitch was an 89mph split-fin- 
gered fastball thar struck out pinch- 
hitter Roger Cedeno to end the sev- 
enth inning, 

‘The Houston Astros went on to beat 
the St. Louis Cardinals 5-2 in Game 3 
ofthe National League Championship. 
Series. 

The 42-year-old Clemens said pos- 
Тежу was not on his mind, only beat- 
ing the Cardinals. 

"1 never thought about that at any 
point, and obviously, 1 hope that’s not 
the case,” said Clemens, whose effort 
narrowed St, Louis's lead in the best- 
of-seven series to 2-1 

Clemens is the likely Game Six 
starter for Houston, although the se- 
ries will not get back to him ifthe Car- 
dinals win the next two. 

He has not said whether he would 
come back for a 22nd season next year: 


Clemens, who had to overcome a 
sore right leg and lingering after-ef- 
fects from the stomach flu two weeks 
ago, gave up two early solo home runs 
to Larry Walker and Jim Edmonds be- 
fore settling down and seemingly get- 
ting better as the game wore on. 

He retired 12 of the last 14 batters 
he faced, and his seven strikeouts 
came in the final 11 batters he set 
down. 

Clemens threw 116 pitches before. 
giving way to closer Brad Lidge, who 
earned a two-inning save. 

The veteran pitcher admitted this 
trip to the playoffs was special com- 
pared to the nine previous postseason 
drives he had made with the Boston 
Red Sox and New York Yankees. 

“Is a different situation because 
it's my hometown,” Clemens said. 

Both managers, Houston's Phil Gar- 
ner and St. Louis’ Tony LaRussa, said 
Clemens threw exactly the kind of 
gritty, well-pitched game they expect- 
ed. 

“think its how you define a win- 
mer or а champion,” Gamer said. 
"When he sees that finish line, no 
one's going to cross it ahead of him." 

Reuters 


ROGER Clemens points 


Game3 


ofthe NL Championship. 


Hotshot Rossi bags Áth world bike crown 


PHILLIP ISLAND, Australia—ltaly's Valentino 
Rossi won his fourth successive world cham- 
pionship with a narrow victory in Sunday's 
Australian MotoGP Grand Prix over main ri- 
val Sete Gibernau. 

“Every world championship has another 
feeling, another story,” Rossi said. 

“For sure, the first one was incredible, The 
‘emotion is incredible. But this one for me is 
the best" added the 25-year-old, who 


switched from top team Honda to Yamaha 
this year. 

Rossi held a 30-point lead over Spain's Giber- 
nau with two races remaining in the season and. 
needed a top-two placing to clinch the title. 

Rossi staged a two-man duel with Gibernau 
from the start of the 27-lap race, and the two 
men exchanged the lead several times in the 
final stages. 

Rossi's winning margin was 0.097 seconds 


over the Honda rider with Italy's Loris 
Capirossi in third. 

Ducati's Capirossi was more than 10 sec- 
onds behind Rossi. 

Gibernau sat stony-faced and with his arms 
crossed beside Rossi during the news confer. 
ence, unable to conceal his disappointment, 

I tried my best, even though 1 had this 
problem with the bike. Valentino did a great 
race,” the Spaniard said. Reuters 


playing eighth-seeded Russian 
Nikolay Davydenko in the men's 
final lateron Sunday. — Reuters 


Healthy Mauresmo 
eyes top spot anew 


ZURICH—Frenchwoman Amelie 
Mauresmo, returning after a one- 
week injury break, will attempt to 
regain her No. 1 ranking when 
she competes as the top seed at 
the Swisscom Challenge in 
Zurich here this week. 

Although American Lindsay 
Davenport returned to the top spot 
last week in Moscow, she is seeded 
two for the $1.3-million event, be- 
ing played for the final time at the 
Stadium Schluefweg before mov- 
ing toa new venue in 2005. 

‘But much of the early attention 
will be centered on seventh seed 
Venus Williams, who faces a chal- 
lenging first round battle with 
Karolina Sprem. 

‘The young Croatian came close 
to defeating Williams in the Ger- 
man Open semifinals in May this 
year, and then beat her in the sec- 
‘ond round at Wimbledon, 

Ie is rare that both Serena and 


DEMENTIEVA 


Venus Williams compete at the 
same event outside of the Grand 
Slams, but Serena is seeded five. 

Returning once again from a 
knee injury, she faces Japan's Ai 
“Sugiyama in the first round.. 

There are five Russians in the 
draw, and four are seeded. Elena 
Dementieva, the only woman to 
have reached two Grand Slam fi- 
nals in 2004, is seeded three, and 
Wimbledon ^ champion Мапа 
Sharapova is seeded four. 

All four top seeds have a bye into 
the second round. 

Sixth seeded Russian Nera- 
Zvonareva faces Bulgarian veteran 
Magdalena Maleeva in the first 
round, and eighth seeded Russian 
Nadia Petrova plays American wild 
card Lisa Raymond. 

If the seedings go to plan, Mau- 
тесто should play Dementieva and 
Davenport can expect to face 
Sharapova in the semi-finals, AFP 
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itonio lifts RP past Colombia 


MALLORCA, Spain—The Philip- 
pines found Colombia a tough cook- 
ie and had to lean on Grandmaster 
Joey Antonio's victory at the top 
board to secure а narrow 2.5-1.5 
victory in the second round of the 
World Chess Olympiad Saturday. 

Intemational Master Mark Paragua flirt- 
ей with defeat at Board 2 before escaping 
with a draw, the same result posted by IM 
Jayson Gonzales and Darwin Laylo. 

ith 6.5 out of a maximum 8 points, the 

nos settled for a share of 12th place 
=the best among Asian countries. They are 
tied with defending champion Russia, Ar- 
menia, Estonia, Sweden, Cuba, Latvia, 
Greece and Macedonia. 

"The win also earned the Filipinos an early 
collision with fith-ranked India, led by world 
No. 2 Viswanathan Anand, on Sunday. 

"The Indians bounced back from a not-so- 
impressive debut by routing Costa Rica, 3.5- 
0.5, Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine and the Czech Re- 


JOEY Antonio posts RP's only victory. 


public surged on top of the field with identi- 
са] 8 points following 4-0 wins over Spain B. 
and Bangladesh, respectively. 

‘Tied for third with 7.5 points each were 
Serbia Montenegro, Israel, Bulgaria, Slo- 
vakia and Canada. 


Anvil shuttlers 
join Alabang 
in nat’l finals 


By Musong R. Castillo 


members as the grand prize, with 


Philippine Airlines awarding them 


ANVIL won its semifinal clash 
with The Palms Country Club yes- 
terday and advanced to the na- 
tional finals of the Battle of the. 
Courts: Platinum Inter-Club bad 
minton championships. 

"The team made up of the Villarin 
clan dealt The Palms its only loss of 
the tournament in Group B to join 
Alabang Country Club in the grand 
finals next month. 

‘Anvil later won the South Elims 
of the tournament backed by Globe 
Platinum and INQUIRER BabwuwrON 
when Alabang conceded the final 
match at the Olivarez Courts in 
Parafiaque. 

‘Alabang topped Group A and 
went on to clip Speed Badminton 
Club, 2-1, in the crossover final four. 
Speed finished second to The 
Palms’ 6-0 slate with a 4-2 card, 
beating Alabang Racquet Club via 
the tiebreak. 

While everything went well in 
deciding the tiebreaker between 
Speed and Alabang Racquet Club, 
confusion marred Group A hostili- 
ties after Alabang County Club, 
Anvil and Intramuros Badminton 
Club all wound up with 4-1 cards. 

"Tournament director and former 
national coach Jun Tupas gave top 


Mabuhay Miles credit of 20,000 
each. 

Mizuno Badminton and L Time- 
studio are the other major sponsors, 
with Gosen as the official shuttle- 
cock, Nestlé as the official drink 
provider and Derflor-Taraflexas the 
official mat sponsor. 

Alabang GC, which fielded play- 
ers in only the men’s doubles and 
the mixed doubles categories, easily 
conquered Speed in the semis. 

Paul Martinez and Amie Brizuela 
los just four points in a 15-2, 15-2 
romp over JM Sengco and Alvin 
Zafra, before Fisher Chua and Thea. 
del Rosario prevailed over the 
mixed team of Alden Sese and Beh 
Montilla, 15-3, 15-6. 

Anvils Marose Santiago ond 
Marivic Villarin easily disposed of 
Coy Cortez and Marge Delfinado, 
15-1, 15-1, in the ladies’ doubles 
before Maroses husband. Boyet, 
and Noriel Andrade fashioned outa. 
15-9, 10-15, 7-5 win over Jojo Lee 
and Rico Anonas. 

Alabang CC begged off from 
playing the championship match 
because of team members’ prior 
commitments, 

Meanwhile, 
stages its Central Elims this coming 


the tournament 


Colómbia is ranked only 59th following 
the absence of long-time king Grandmaster 
‘Alonzo Zapata who is here as coach of the 
Puerto Rican team. 

Still, the Filipinos had to draw strength 
from Antonio, an eight-time Olympian, to 
getthe job done. 

"The 42year-old veteran, playing white, 
scored his second straight win at the ex- 
pense ofthe untitled Miguel Mosquera. 

‘Antonio handled the Alekhine defense of 
Mosquera with the skill of matador to give. 
the Philippines an early 1-0 lead 

“7 woke up with a headache, probably 
caused by too much sleep or eye problem. 
Tm happy to contribute to the team despite. 
the inconvenience,” said Antonio whose 
stint here is backed by Tagaytay City Mayor 
Abraham Tolentino. 

Gonzales, playing white at Board 3, failed 
to sustain his positional advantage against 
Jaime Alexander Cuartas to settle fora draw 
141 moves. 

‘While Laylo had IM Dario Alzate on the 
ropes at Board 4, Paragua struggled to get 


pr dE 
IN FRONT TO STAY 
Veteran Tim Gosnel (54) makes a decisive passing maneuver at the curve to wrest the lead from Mike 
Tuason (25) of Tuason Racing-Addict Mobile en route to victory in the Formula Rotax Max Expert 
class of the recent PCSO-Shell Superlarting Series leg at the Boom na Boom Kart Track, Trailing 
Gosnel and Tuason are Lee Bumgarner of M&M Racing, Maico Angeles, Archie Rubio of Bosch Intelco 
and Manny Sy of the Primus Racedevils, 


Lyceum, Miriam, St. Scho 
share WNCAA volley honors 


LYCEUM of the Philippines, Miriam College and St. 
‘Scholastica’s College bagged the championship in their 
respective divisions yesterday in the 35th WNCAA vol- 
Jeyball tournament at the St. Scholastica gym. 

Lyceum made mincemeat of the University of the 
Assumprion-Pampanga, 25-17, 25-15, 25-17, to keep 
the seniors title. 


by beating Universi 


ош of the hole against Fide Master Sergio 
Barrientos, 

Laylo, the reigning national champion, 
appeared in control in the early going, 
spending more time standing and watching 
the games in nearby tables. 

t was only when Laylo won а pawn did 
he remain glued to his seat. But instead of 
pressing home with his pawn advantage, 
Laylo opted to go for a quality exchange, al- 
Jowing Alzate back into the contest. 

In deep time trouble, Alzate, four seconds. 
away from defeat at one point, found a way 
to even up things in a bishop-against-rook 
ending. The draw came after 66 moves. 

Paragua, the country's top-ranked player, 
dug deep into his bag of tricks to foil an up- 
set by Barrientos at Board 2. 

Defending with the Sicilian, the 20-year- 
old GM-candidate found himself in an unfa- 
miliar terrain, a victim of Barrientos splen- 
did opening preparations. 

But Paragua, edgy in his seat, kept on 
blocking and weaving until he pounced on 
Barrientos’ overconfidence to force the 


midgets basketball crowns. 

St. Scholastica took the midgets’ tide after stopping 
host school San Beda College of Alabang, 23-25, 29-27, 
2523. 

‘On Saturday, RTU finished third in senior volleyball 
of Asia and the Pacific, 25-17, 25- 
14, 25-20, while Miriam likewise wound up third in the 


draw with a pawn sacrifice in the endgame. 

"The game against india is no joking mat- 
ter, however. The last time both nations met 
in Bled, Slovenia, the Filipinos lost, 1.5-2.5. 
Anand wasn't even around then. 

GM Eugene Torre and National Master 
Emmanuel Senador see action for the first 
time, joining Antonio and Paragua against a 
team of four GMs, 

In women's play, the Philippines bounced 
back with a 2-1 win over Finland. 

‘Woman IM Beverly Mendoza nailed the 
lone win at Board 2, whipping WIM Kanta- 
nen Tanja in 27 moves of a Closed Sicilian. 

„Two-time RP champion Sheerie Joy 
Lómibao, playing black at Board 1, posted 
her second straight draw, this time with 
WIM Niina Sammalvuo in 73 moves of a 
French defense. 

In Board 3, rookie Loreshyl Cuizon drew 
with Heini Puusca in 42 moves of a Caro- 
Kann. 

The Filipinas now have 2.5 points, 3.5 
behind frontrunners Germany, Kazakhstan 
and Latvia, They face Malaysia Sunday. 


| Diliman 

! Prep stops 
^ Rizal High 
+. spikers 


DILIMAN Preparatory — School 
stunned favored Rizal High School 
in straight sets, 25-18, 25-20, even 
as Colegio San Agustin: and ICA- 
Dasmarifias continued their winning 
‘ways recently in the First Greenwich 
Girls Volleyball Invitational Tourna- 
ment at the Southville Intemational 
School in Las Piñas City. 

Colegio San Agustin strolled to a 
253, 25-3 victory over Emilio 
Aguinaldo College for its third 
straight victory in Group A. 

ICADasmaras subdued Oli- 
varez College, 25-23, 25-20, and 
then recovered from a firstset loss 
to repulse hard-fighting Hope Chris- 
tian School, 12-25, 25-19, 25-197 
Group B to match CSAs streak. 

Diliman Preparatory  Schgol 
evened its record to 1-1 as it stopped 
the two-win run of Rizal HS in the 
tournament featuring the country’s 
leading high school girls teams. 

Sponsoring the toumament is 
Greenwich with support coming 
from Fruittella Cream Lollypop, 
Mikasa, Accel, Sunkist Juices, Swift 
Hotdogs, 2Bul and AquaBlue Miner- 
al Water. 

Caritas Don Bosco opened its 
campaign with a thrling 25-22, 14- 
25, 26-24 win over host Southville. 

‘OBM-Las Piñas and JASMS post- 
ей their second straight wins by out- 
playing OBM-Sta. Ana, 22-25, 25- 


seeding to Alabang Country Club 
"because of a superior quotient and 
ruled Anvil as the No. 2 qualifier by 


‘weekend at The Zone in Makati and 
The Yonex Club in Mandaluyong 
for teams coming from the Makati, 


"This is the ultimate reward for ll the hard work we 
put into the league," said Lyceum mentor Emil Lontoc. 
Miriam College, which also swept all its 10 games in 


midgets’ division by subduing De La Salle Zobel, 21-25, 
25-19, 25-11. 
The individual awardees: Selors—Aleon Chua, RTU (best serv- 


23, 25-7, and St. Mary's Academy, 
25-13, 25-6, respectively. 
Other matches: Intemational Christan 


virtue of a bener ses winloss 

record compared to Intramuros. 
The tournament stakes а 

Bangkok trip for the winning team 


Mandaluyong and San Juan areas. 

The grand finals is set Nov. 20-21 
at the Market! Market! at the Boni- 
facio Global City. 


the eliminations, went on to win the junior crown via a 
25-13, 30-28, 19-25, 24-26, 15-13 win over Rizal Tech- 
nological University It was Miriam's third title this sea- 
son after winning the junior indoor football and 


а), Reina Romero, ОАВ (best receiver]; Mary Grace Babalo, Lyceum 
(best seter), Angelica Bigcas, Lyceum (Most Valuable Payer and best 
attacker), Mayee Espinosa, UARP (best blocker), Shela Marga, 
Lyceum (best bero опу, Lyceum (best coach). 


HIGH-PROFILE sports leader Go Teng Kokand 
Grandmaster Eugene Torre should be congrat- 
ulated for taking positive steps aimed at ending 
the controversies bugging local chess. 

Also known as GTK, Go was recently unani- 
тошу chosen to head the touble-wracked 
National Chess Federation of the Philippines 
in recognition of his long and splendid work as 
president of the track and field association. He 
is also nota bad chess player. 

In my opinion, GTK has so far done a good 
job of patching up the differences between 
Torre and his ally, lawyer Sammy Estimo, and 
former Fide president Florencio Campo- 
manes, GM Joey Antonio and now-you-see- 
him, now-you-don't Casto "Toti" Abundo. As а 
matter of fact, GTK was able to persuade Amo- 
nio to stop attacking Estimo for the sake of the 
country’s bid in the ongoing World Chess 

piad in Mallorca, Spain, where the 
Philippines scored an opening 4-0 shutout of 
hapless Malta on Saturday (Manila time). 

^I had a long talk with Joey before the 
team left for Spain and I told him to forget 
his problems with Estimo until after the 
Chess Olympiad and he agreed,” GTK said. 
Antonio had raised several issues against Es- 
timo and the NCPR mostly about money 
matters. 

The 52-year-old Torre deserves our double. 
congratulations. Not only has he kept his word 
not to run in the last NCHP election, but—con 
trary to all precedents—he also stepped down 
from playing board one in the Olympiad. He 
gave the No. 1 slot to Antonio and the No. 2 
board to GM-elect Mark Paragua. Torre opted 
to play board three instead even though he 
had anchored the Philippine team since 1972. 
"This will be Torres 18th consecutive World 
Chess Olympic stint. 


‘The 42-year-old Antanio made his maiden 
appearance in the Chess Olympics in 1988 in 
‘Thessaloniki, Greece, where the Philippines 
scored its best finish ever—seventh. Paragua, 
20, made his debut in the Olympiad in 2002 in 
Bled, Slovenia. 

"Torre also called on Campomanes, who had. 

previously criticized him during his term as 
NCEP president, to "help the association and 
start the healing process so that we gan work 
together for a common goal.” 
BACK IN THE GROOVE. It won't be long be- 
fore Red Bull returns to contention in ће РВА 
again. In need of a quick fix after badly losing 
its first two games (to FedEx and Shell), conch 
Yeng Guiao's Barakos bounced back by mak- 
ing mincemeat of the Purefoods TJ Hotdogs, 
101-81, last Friday. 

Stacked with experienced and explosive 
shooters, Guiao's charges went to town in the 
second half behind his old reliables, led by 
Lordy Tugade and Rico Villanueva, who 
scored 25 and 24 big points, respectively. As 
an avid basketball follower, { can say that 
when he's waxing hot, Tugade is one of the 
best in the business and, if anyone can im- 
prove overnight, is Villanueva, 

“The 6-foot-3 Tugade first played for Nation- 
al University in the UAAP and for Red Bull in 


Go, Torre deserve a pat on the back 


the PBL. A native of Alaminos, Pangasinan, the 
26-year-old Tugade is a good outside shooter 
‘who can penetrate as well. Не has great leap- 
ing ability and isa good offensive rebounder. 

Plucked from the draft last season, the 24- 

year-old Villanueva is a 6-foot-5 banger off 
both boards, who has proven his true worth in 
the slot rotation, Signed to a multimillion 
three-year contract, Villanueva joined the 
Photokina franchise with impressive creden- 
tials: 2002 PSA Amateur Basketball Player and 
UAAP Most Valuable Player (for his spectacu- 
lar performance in leading the Ateneo Blue 
Eagles to the championship). 
STEP IN RIGHT DIRECTION. Dance athletes 
of the Dance Sport Council of the Philippines, 
girding for next years SEA Games here, re- 
cently made their presence fet in the interna- 
tional dance scene. 

‘At the International Dance Sport Federa- 
tion-Asian Championships in Scoul, veteran 
intemationalists and PSA awardees Reynato 
Rener Mereado and Judith Anne Melencio 
(youth Latin) and John Erolle Melencio-Dealie 
Gerodias (amateur Latin) won the silver 
medal. Sharing the spotlight by barging into 
the finals were Melvin de la Sema-Carol Bac- 
era (6th place, amateur Latin) and Emanuel 
Reyes-Maira Rosete (semifinalists, amateur 
Standard), DSCP president Becky Garcia and 
treasurer Gloria Alcala also did the country 
proud by serving as members of the elite panel 
of international licensed adjudicators. 

Meanwhile, preparations have started for 
the Nov, 12 competitions at the Philspons Are- 
ma to select ће national team that will see ac- 
tion in the 2005 SEA Games and the 2004 
DSCP National Championships on Nov 13, al- 
so at Philsports. 


Schon d. Emilo Aguinaldo College, 25-15, 25- 
& Poveda Leaning School d. Reedley itera 
tional School, 25-22, 25:23; Омат: Collega d. 
8. Jude, 16-25, 25:22, 25-16. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Borromeo new NCR football head 
BUSINESSMAN Jose Vito Borromeo was recently elected president of the 
National Capita! Region Football Association (NCRFA). He was unanimously 
chosen to serve the remaining two years of the four-year term of Santi 
Elizalde, who had to quit due to pressing business commitments, The 52- 
year-old Borromeo, who owns a sports nutrition products company, was 
endorsed by NCR Youth's Charles Bates, UAAP president Danny Jose of La 
Salle and NCAA's Henry Atayde of St. Benilde. The other board members 
who supported Borromeo were Hans Smith of the Metro Manila Giris Foot- 
ball Association, Fil-Chi's John Chua, Armed Forces Capt. Arnel Fernandez 
and United FC's Chris Hagedorn, Borromeo said the NCRFA will focus ts ef- 
Torts in organizing super leagues and an indoor event called futsal. The new 
NCRFA head is expected to appoint the association's other officers shortly. 


Santiago posts double La Naval victory 
ANGELES CITY—Regina Santiago made a twin kill at the close of the La Naval 
‘Junior Tennis Championships here by topping the 12-under girls division over 
Clarice Patrimonio, 6-0, 6-1, and the 14-under Gass over Martina Rivero, 6-1, 6- 
1. Mark Васе outclassed Ken Patrick Arevalo, 7-5, 8-7(5) 6-4, to win the 14-un- 
der crown and Akio Sy whipped Roman Floreza, 6-1, 6-4, for the 12-under title in 
the tournament organized by Villa Gioria Tennis Club and supported by Mayor 
‘Carmelo Lazatin, Toby's Pampanga and Dunlop Balls. Santiago, Balce and Sy 
shared the might with Angelo Rivero, who outclassed Мака Tampoco, 6-1, 6- 
4. in the unisex 10-under, Ryan Daza, who ripped Рейх Assad, 6-3, 6-0, inthe 
boys’ 18-under, and Jerry Calcita who edged Daniel Bautista, 5-7, 6-4, 6-3, in the 
boys 16-under 


Grand Championship derby today at LPC 
DERBY enthusiasts can look forward lo superb cockfighting action today when 
the Gentlemen Cockers Association of the Philippines (GCAP) presents the Grand 
Championship -Slag Derby at the air-conditioned Las Piñas Coliseum, with 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000 and Pagcor-Casino Filipino as event sponsors. САР 
president Patrick Antonio said all participants will field winners of past stag der- 
bles. Today's event is the seventh and final GCAP stag derby of the season. The 
winnar ofthe frst GCAP Stapfghter of he Year tile, who stands to receive a 
guaranteed prize of P300,000, will also be known today. The runner-up gets 
P100,000. The top contenders are Antonio (Sagupaan Complexor 3000) and 
partners Ramon Mancenares and Tony Faustino (EDL Farms) who have so far 
{aed 21.5 points each. Within striking distance are Benje Lm (Love U Papa) 
with 18 points, Pol Estrellado and Boy Royo (РЕВА), 17; Eric de la Rosa (La~ 
banan sa Pasay), 16.5; Rep. Rudy Albano (Mulawin А), 16; Gerry Ramos (Ка 

inda) 16; Blandy Tolentino (San Pablo Heat), 16; Sonny Lagon (Blue Blade), 
15.5; Mayor Ashley Arayata (Agilahas), 15.5; and Riyochi Saito (Super Ninja BL), 
15. For inquiries, сай 8731040, 8743910 or 0920-5609404. 
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Taguig draws first blood 


Nips Laguna Spring quintet via 25-0 third-quarter run 
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AGE-GROUP SERIES 


Gonzales, Lim 
dominate Clark 


triathlon stage 


PETER Gonzales and Sean Lim 
shared top honors in the fifth leg 
of the National Age Group 
‘Triathlon (NAGT) series yester- 
day at the Clearwater Country 
Club inside the Clark Special Eco- 
nomic Zone in Pampanga 

Gonzales, an assistant coach of 
the national triathlon team, won 
the overall title in his own age 
group on his 35th birth anniver- 
sary by clocking one hour five 
minutes and 13 seconds for the 
750-meter swim, 20K bike and SK 
run event. 

Asian Development Bank exec- 
utive and veteran triathlete Rune 
Stroem was second in 1:05:52 
while topping the 40-44 age 
group. 

National triathlon head coach 
Abet Alon-alon finished third 
overall in 1:07:32 though he 
placed second to Gonzales in 
their 35-39 age group. 

“It was my first time to join the 
МАСТ and 1 just wanted to see 
ourathletes perform. I did not ex- 
pect to win the overall in my age 
group but it was a nice birthday 
gift for myself,” said Gonzales, 
the running coach of the national 
team. 

In placing fourth overall, the 
23-year-old Lim, a former mem 
ber of the national training pool 
and now aspiring to become a 
regular member, earned enough 
points to clinch the 2004 NAGT 
series championship with still a 
leg remaining. 

"Actually | expected to lose 
here because 1 have very limited 
training the past two weeks be- 
cause of an injury. [just wanted to 


SPORTS TALK 


ear points. But I will still com- 
pete in the last leg in Ayala Ala- 
bang next month even if Tm 
ready assured of the champi- 
onship," said Lim after the event 
sponsored by Clearwater Country 
Club as host venue, Speedo and 
Reliv, and supported by the PSC 
and the POC. 

А former University of Santo 
Tomas swimmer, Lim exploited 
the absence of closest rivals Ger- 
rie Calinawan and Mark Yamoy- 
am to secure the title in the race 
that attracted close to a hundred 
entries. 

The age group champions 
were Joash Serrano (15-17), An- 
gel Gueco (16-19), Renzi del 
Rosario (25-29), Earl Medina 
(30-34), Jesus Ronquillo (45-49, 
lawyer Rudy Dizon (50-54) and 
Nicanor Nicdao (50-above). The 
relay race was won by Robby Afe- 
lius, Laurie Lee, and Rolly Lising. 

In the women’s side of the 
event, 13-year-old Kim Man- 
grobang from Sta. Rosa, Laguna, 
finished third behind guest en- 
tries and national athletes Sandra 
Araullo and Mimi Lucas to take 
both the overall championship of 
the leg and the 15-below age 
groupin 1:24:55. 

Chari May Onyangeo took the 
20-29 age group crown and Sonia 
‘Chua was champion in the 30- 
and-over class. 

Present at the awarding cere- 
monies were Clearwater's presi- 
dent Nino Sinco, Speedo's Emy 
Buccad, TRAP officials Tom Car- 
rasco and Dong Sarmiento, and 
local race organizer Melvin Faus- 


STA. CRUZ, Laguna—For- 
ward Taguig dropped a 25-0 
bomb in the third quarter 
and then survived a blister- 
ing Laguna Spring rally to 
win, 58-56, and grab a 1-0 
lead in their best-of-three 
series for the NBC (National 
Basketball Conference) 
North division pennant at 

the RECS Complex here. 
Taguig trailed 27-40 at the tum, 
but it fueled that 25-0 run to post a 
48-40 advantage at the 1:08 mark. 
Then Mayor Freddie Tinga's boys 
held off the Springs despite being 
limited to four points in the fourth 

EXPROOgeGumataygrabsthe quarter 

reboundtosecureTaguig'swin. “The boys played their hearts 
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out,” said Taguig coach Danny 
Gavieres. “Laguna is а strong team. 
Tr can still bounce back.” 

Taguig shoots for the title at 6 
p.m. today at its homecourt, the CP 
Tinga Memorial gym. The North 
champion will face the winner of the 
OzamizTrbu Sugbu battle in the 
South division for the national title. 

Ozamiz stunned the Cebuanos, 
93-87, in Game 1 of the series spon- 
sored by Panasonic, Spring Cooking 
Oil, PCSO, Sulpicio Lines, Natures 
Spring Mineral Water, Cebu Ferries, 
Air Philippines, Supercat, Skygo, 
Trans-Asia, Accel and Molten. 

The host team of NBC president 
Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla and Laguna. 
Gov Teresita “Ningning” Lazaro 
fought back from 42-56 to 53-56 


behind the sallies of Nani Epondu- 
Jan and Danny Capobres. 

After Taguig made it 58:53, 
Epondulan fired a triple to threaten 
at 56-58. Robin Mendoza muffed 
an attempt to send the game into 
overtime, with Taguig’s Ogie Gu- 
matay grabbing the rebound to en- 
sure the win. 

‘Taguig’s Jimboy Robillos led all 
scorers with 13 points, seven re- 
bounds, three assists and two seals 

The scores: 

TAGUIG 58—Robilos 13, Gumatay 11, 
clare 11, Ойто б, De биа б, Viar 4 
Magsambal 4, Alberto 4, Reyes 2, Roldan 

LAGUNA S8—ponduan 11, Capobres 
10, Nicdao B, Serrano б, Manue! 6, Corbin 6, 
Reyes 5, Caceres 2, Mendoza 2, Kalaw 0 

Carers: 16-19, 27-40, 54-42, 58-58. 
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‘Three former top sports officials—Julian Malonso, Gonzalo “Lito” 
Puyat ll and retired general Rene Cruz (from left) tall about the 
local sports situation Saturday when they got together for the reunion 
of Colegio de San Juan de Letran athletes and officials at the school 
auditorium. Malonso and Cruz were former POC heads while Puyat, 
who represented his late uncle, ex-amateur boxing president Eugenio 
J. Puyat, was Fiba (International Boxing Federation) chief from 1976 
to 1984. Gene Puyat was mainly responsible for Anthony Villanueva’s 

| siver medal fishin the 1964 Too Olympics, 


STA. LUCIA TOUR 


Eagle Ridge shows 


up Alta Vista by 


DAVAO—Eagle Ridge failed to win 
any of the three divisions but rode 
its two runner-up finishes over the 
‘weekend to still inch ahead of Alta 
Vista in the overall standings after 
the first leg of the Sta. Lucia Tour 
2004 at the Rancho Palos Verdes 
Golf and Country Club course here. 

The giant club in Gen. THas, 
Cavite, brought home the runner- 
up trophies, worth 10 points each in 
Group I and Group П, then placed 
third in Group П for eight points to 
finish with 28 points, just a point 
clear of Cebu's Alta Vista. 

"The Cebuanos ruled Group I be- 
hind the quartet of Ramontito Gar- 
cia, Carl Almario, Joseph Stevens 
and Edito Tirol for 15 points. They 
also earned eight points fora third- 
place showing in Group II and four 
points for fifth place in Group Il. 

‘The opening leg could not have 
been any tighter with Palos Verdes 
and Royale Tagaytay staying within 
five points of Eagle Ridge in the 
tournament which has Globe Plat- 
inum as major sponsor. 

Also sponsoring this years Tour 
featuring major clubs operating un- 
der the umbrella of Sta. Lucia Real- 
ty are Samsung, Omega, Titleist, 
Footjoy, Cobra as hole-in-one spon- 
sors and Cebu Pacific, Unirock, 


Readycon, Marco Polo (Davao), 
Marriot (Cebu) and The Bellevue 
Hotel (Manila), Philippine Airlines, 
Pisanti, Kodak Express, Purefoods 
Comed Beef, Red Bull Barako and 
San Miguel Corp. 

Palos Verdes relied on its victory 
in Group Ш through Ronald Galicia, 
Jing Tan, Jong Tan and TJ Brodeth 
for 25 points, while Royale Tagay- 
tays Denis Raymund Rodriguez, Os- 
car Ordinario, Billy Sta. Maria and 
Luis Cruz ruled Group П to boost 
their team’s output by 23 points. 

Orchard was off to a lethargic 
start with just 16 points to show. 
"Tour debuiante Summit Point had 
10, while undermanned Caliraya 
Springs brought up the rear with 
five. 

Summit Point's Allan Edgardo 
Мере averted a Palos Verdes 
sweep in the individual race by top- 
ping Class C by just a point over 
Royale's Sta. Mari 

Scoring in the individual competi- 
tions for Palos Verdes were Marceli- 
no Tibor in Class A and teammates 
Bobby Wee and Jong Tan in Class B. 
and Class D, respectively 

The Tour moves to Cebu for the. 
second leg at Alta Vista. The first 
batch plays on Nov. 4-6 and the sec- 
‘ond batch on Now. 18-20. 
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When is the right time to 
seek help for hair loss? 


If you're bothered by early or advanced hair loss, there's no 
better time to solve it than right now at Svenson International. 
We offer expert solutions to meet your particular need for effective. 
hair restoration results. Our Total Hair Revitalization Program is 
a comprehensive system of treatments that will eliminate the main 
cause of thinning, receding and falling hair. It will also accelerate the 
re-growth process by increasing the amount of cells for longer 
stronger-growing hair. For baldness, Svenson's advanced hair 
replacement technology will re-create the natural texture and 
appearance of more hair that will blend in with your own. 


Don't ignore hair loss. Don't suffer from baldness. Get more 
hair at Svenson. Call us right now. 
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YOUR CHOICE NOT TO BE BALD 
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LAMBORGHINI, ridden by Pat Dilema (right) and Ocean Deep, ridden by JB Guce underscore the dominance of the 
Hermie Esguerra stable in the Philtobo Grand Championship Day. 
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Esguerra entries 
sweep Philtobo’s 
juvenile races 


Real Spicy, Lamborghini crush rivals 
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By Edwin Villanueva. 
Contributor 


EAL Spicy and Lamborghini 
Ка their respective ri- 

vals to sweep the juvenile 
divisions in the Sth Philtobo Grand 
Championship Day and put Her- 
mie Esguerra into the history books 
of local horse racing yesterday. 


Proving he was too classy for the field, Re- 
al Spicy stormed to an easy victory in the Mi- 
tra Cup Juvenile Colts, while Lamborghini 
ruled the Mitra Cup Juvenile Fillies in an- 
other Esguerra Stable show of force that had 
the jampacked Sunday crowd at the Santa. 
Ana Park roaring in delight. 

Esguerra thus became the first owner- 
breeder in Philippine racing to win both ju- 
venile brackets of the annual racefest in 1-2 
fashion as War Alert finished five lengths off 
Real Spicy and Ocean Deep lost by a neck to 
Lamborghini. 

“Tm so proud of my horses. tm sharing 
these victories with all the racing fans who 
continue to support them," said Esguerra, 
the prominent sportsman-businessman 
from Plaridel, Bulacan, who bagged a total 
of PB50,000 with those 1-2 finishes. 

Actually, Esguerra also distinguished him- 
self as the first owner in RP racing to register 
three 1-2 results in one racing day because 
Marque and Suppressed also wound up in 
that order in the Klub Don Juan Cup. 


Champion jockey Pat Dilema engineered 
the wins of Real Spicy, a son of Real Quiet 
out of Spicy Tale, and Lamborghini, a 
daughter of Mr. Sutter out of Always Royal. 

“Angat sa laban sí Real Spicy. Si Lam- 
borghini naman mas magaling pag nakauna 
(Real Spicy is way above his class. Lam- 
borghini races well when she sets the 
pace)," said Dilema, a strong candidate to 
bag his fourth PSA Top Jockey award this 
year. 

Real Spicy covered the 1,500-meter race 
in 1:34 (18.5-24.5-24-27) although he 
could have clocked faster if Dilema did not 
restrain him nearing the wire. Lamborghini 
covered the same route in 1:36.4 (18.5-24- 
24.5-29.5). 

Lamborghini got a big scare down the 
wire from the Jesse Guce-handled Ocean 
Deep but Dilema’s riding savvy and his 
mount's big fighting heart spelled the differ- 
ence. 

"Real Spicy, real classy" was what guest 
Australian caller Peter Morrison blurted out 
as Real Spicy crossed the wire six lengths off. - 
the Ronald Baldonido-partnered War Alert 
in the Juvenile Colts. 

"He runs as if he knows what business he's 
into. He's a thrill to watch," said Morrison. 

Four other featured events making up 
Philtobo's racing festival—the 3-Year-Old 
Fillies, 3-Year-Old Colts, Classic and Open— 
were still to be flagged off at presstime. 

Meanwhile, Being There topped the sixth 
leg of the Philracom Imported Stakes series in 
wire-to-wire style under Antonio Alcasid Jr. 


Stage set for Milo Marathon 
national finals on Nov. 14 


‘THE STAGE is set for the grand finale of the 
28th National Milo Marathon. 

Afer enjoying a record season, the biggest 
and longest-running footrace in the country 
‘wraps it up with the 42-K national finals at the 
Quirino Grandstand in Manila on Nov. 14. 

The top three finishers in the men's and 
women’s 21-K regional races join last year’s 
champions Crisanto Canillo and Liza Yambao 
as well as the qualifiers from the 42-K Metro 
Manila elimination run in a battle royale of 
Philippine long-distance running. 

"This years winners will each pocket the 
grand prize of P75,000. The runners-up in 
both divisions will take home P50,000 and the 
third placers P30,000 each. 

Organizers will shoulder all the expenses of 
the regional elimination leg qualifiers from the 
provinces. 

‘As an added incentive, a P25,000 cash 
bonus will be given to the first runner to break 
the 2:20:00 time barrier. Another P10,000 
cash bonus also awaits the first runner to 
break the course records of Eduardo Buenav- 


ista (2:22:52) and Cristabel Martes (2:32:58). 

Aside from the full marathon, there will al- 
so be races in the 10-K, 5-K and 3-K distances. 
Cash prizes, trophies and medals await the top 
10 finishers in each category. 

Additional cash prizes are up for grabs for 
the biggest delegation and the winners of the 
cheering and team competitions of participat- 
ing schools. 

The 13 regional races drew a record 
97,000 runners in weekly races held in Li- 
pa City, General Santos, lloilo City, Metro 
Manila, Cagayan de Oro, Olongapo, Cebu 
City, Tacloban, Naga City, Davao, Laoag, 
Butuan and Baguio City. 

Cebu City posted the biggest number of en- 
tries with 17,866, also the biggest in the histo- 
1y of the Milo event. It was followed by Metro 
Manila with 12,975, Olongapo City (10,555) 
and Cagayan de Oro City (10,445). 

Over 10,000 entries are expected to see ac- 
tion in next month's finale. 

Last year, a total of 86,200 runners joined. 
the regional races and the National Finals, 
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have moved beyond 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


ORMER husband and v 
Martin Nievera and Pops Fer- 
nandez are getting along well LIVING LOVE. The love story of Martin and Pops “has taken a life of 
with each other but that doesn’t its own,” says someone very close to both of them. 
mean they're back in each other's 
arms, according to the “concert 
queen.” 
“We're happy that we're getting along 
well,” said Pops last week. “Remember that 
for the longest time, we were not talking. But 
that doesn't mean we're together again.” 
Someone very close to both Martin and 
Pops confirmed that they are “having a very 
nice relationship, but there is nothing to get 
excited about yet. They've moved past the 
pain.” 
"Their love story has taken a life of its 
insider said. 
mot back 


ation at the moment.” 

“I hear about their 
going out,” the insider 
added. "But Pops has 
always been part of 
the (Nievera) family.” 


Living with mom 

А couple of days af 

ter the interview with 

Pops, Martin said he is 

not involved in ат M 

lationship пом, "so 

there's not much to 

BAD talk about my love life. 

1 will not talk or brag about it until I'm sure 
thatthe person I'm with is really the one.” 

"Right now, I live with my mother (Conchi- 
ta Razon) and I sleep alone,” he added. 

He mentioned that two Sundays ago, 

Watched a movie with Pops, who he 
"loves unconditionally,” and their sons. 

“Pops and I have reached a certain level in 
our relationship wherein we are more ma- 
ture,” Martin said. "We're there for each other 
But we're afraid of commitment.” 

“We had a good relationship even when she 
was committed to someone,” he added. 

ie're still very close.” 

Pops said their sons Robin, 17, and Ram, 
16, are happy about the new closeness be 
tween her and Martin. "They're happy for us 
because we're not fighting anymore," she 
said. “It’s also very hard for them when we 
fight. ts as if they were walking on eggs. It's 
better if everyone gets along." 


Small fight 

But as in any other relationship, Pops said 
petty quarrels are still part of her relationship 
with Martin, 

She admitted they had a small fight just re- 
cently. “I told him, ‘you've crossed the line. 
You've got to respect me,” 

Pops said it was wrong to think she and 
Martin are back in each other's arms, four 
years after their marriage was annulled 

"Thats a wrong notion,” she said. "Martin 

re remained friends for a long time 
now.” 

Pops’ two-year relationship with Australi 
commercial model Brad Turvey ended la: 
August. 

She admitted that she would always be 
concerned about Martin, especially if another 
woman would break his heart. 

“I would feel hurt for him, too," she said. "T 
don't want anyone to hurt him. We didn't 
spend all those years together for nothing. 

People who know them have been saying 
that Pops and Martin grew closer to each 
other when they spent a monthlong v 
tion with their sons in the United States last 
June. 


Okay with everyone 

But Pops insisted last week that they had a 
vacation together simply to spend time with 
their sons. 

“For almost a year, 1 hardly saw my kids," 
she said. “I was always sleepless because of 
the soap and sitcom I was doing for GMA 7. 


hue КИ Conquer MU for one month, free. Only at www.pldtplay.com | 

Pops was in "Twin Hearts" opposite Rudy 

Fernandez and the sitcom “All Together Now" 
ith Christopher de Leon, Edgar Mortiz and 

Johnny Delgado on GMA 7. 

“When I finished the soap, we planned the 
US vacation," she said. “When Martin heard 
about it, he asked if he could join us. I don't 
want to alienate him, it's not fair. That would 
mean depriving my kids of time with their fa- 
ther, So he joined us after finishing his com- 


mitments." 

“Basta now I'm just happy that I'm okay * : Иле we? YO 
with everybody," Pops added. "I'm happy with R my? A28. 
my life. I have work and Гоп so grateful." ти Ve Hy өен кин нетте — ОТУ o 


PLDT Play gives-you the first crack at MU, Continent of Legend - one of Asia's most talked about on-line RPG's 
You can be one of the first to create your own battle tested character with thousands of weapon combos at your 
disposal. Choose to be the bad guy if you're tired of pursuing evil all the time. It's a battle experience definitely like 


no other. You can play MU at home or at internet cafés but slots are limited, so register now at www.pldtplay.com. 


Martin last week said he got a call from 
Brad, who warned him that “negative” wri 


РОННИ Cail 171 or visi www-pldtplay.com for details. 
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CLEAN AND FRESH. She likes things white, best worn during warm weather, 


By Marinel В, Cruz 
Photos by Raffy Lerma 


3 M really very conservative 
when it comes to dressing 
up," says Kyla, also known as 

the R & B princess. 

“I make sure that my outfit matches the oc- 
casion or the place," she says. “But when I 

- perform, I show more skin. 've worn every- 

thing—backless dresses and plunging neck- 
lines. What I haven't tried is wearing a bra 
top. 

"Once, I wore a Darna costume on ‘SOP’ 
with Karylle and Jolina,” she adds, laughing . 
Mukha raw akong nene. Akala nila bata akong 
naligaw (They said I looked like a little girl. 
They said they thought I was a little girl 
lost)." x 

"Tops. “I like this green asymmetrical to 
from Bum because irs bright, colorful and 
very feminine. I like anything that's white, it's 
so clean and fresh. It’s best worn when the 
weather is warm, 

"On normal days, 1 wear comfy shirts like 
this white and pink printed shirt. Cotton 
sleeveless shirts are also fine. They're very 
simple, You can never go wrong with being 
simple. 

“Outfits for shows have to have something 
that shines. Use beads, sequins and other glit- 
ters to catch attention. White also looks good 
оп stage because it reflects the light from the 
spotlights. When I buy stuff for shows, I some- 
times search the Internet for designs and I 
have them copied.” 

Jeans. “I love wearing all kinds of jeans. 
My favorites are the worn-out and faded kind. 
My oldest pair is already five years old, but I 
still wear it up to now, I'm more into the 
straight-cut type because it makes the legs 
look longer. I also like the bootleg-type be- 
cause it emphasizes the hips. 

"When it comes to fabric for jeans, I love 
stretch, [like the way it hugs the body. You 
look sexy without feeling uncomfortable.” 

Skirts. “I like denim skirts because they can 
be paired with anything. Match a mini-skirt 
like this faded denim with a regular shirt and 
a stylish belt, and you'll look fabulous. 

"Actually, I started wearing skirts just last 
April. it was a fashion pictorial for Bum that 
was printed in the InquineR. The production 

2 people made me wear a white A-line super 

mini-skirt. But first, they had to talk me into 

wearing it. When I did, I found out it was okay 
after all. Гуе been wearing skirts ever since.” 
Bags. "I love buying bags but 1 hardly use 
them, I don’t know why. Maybe because I just 
like looking at them. But the bags 1 like the 
most are those big enough to carry all my 
things, like baby powder, cologne, lip gloss, 
2 etc, My current favorite is a red cylin 
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GIRL AT HEART has 
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collection of 


ey Mouse items, 


cluding gifts from 


Ў PUMP IT UP Her green pumps add four inches to her 5-foot-2 frame. 


leather bag. В 

“This yellow bag is okay, too. It’s made of d 
soft fabric and is very fashionable.” 

Shoes. "I love this pair of green pumps 
from Skechers because it makes me look sexy. 
This looks good with jeans. I's 
about four inches tall. I'm 
only “S-foot-2. When 1 
wear it, | become 5- 
foot-6 tall. Ang saya! 

“I also have a 
couple of wedges. 1 
bought one pair at 
Shoe Salon. It’s 
very colorful, 1 
wear it almost ev- 
ery day and every- 
where—even dur- 
ing shows. The other 
pair is a transparent J-Lo 
inspired pair that a friend 
bought for me in the States, From 
afar, you look like your feet ate floating. 

“[ also have the usual pointed sandals, slip- 
ons and stiletto boots.” 

Perfumes. "I love perfumes. My current fa- 
vorite is from Burberry. It makes me feel fresh 
as a baby. Гуе consumed three bottles of this 
thing. I bought the first one in Singapore a 


SHE WEARS skirts now, following an INQUIRER pictorial last April. 


year ago. 

“Т also like Bulgari because of its powdery 
scent. I wear Escada at night because its 
strong smelling, f want to smell sweet, 1 use 

Issey Miyaki." 
Watches, "I'm really not into 
accessories, but 1 love col- 
lecting watches. My 
current favorite is a 
Tissot. 1 like it be- 
cause its band is 
changeable, Ies 
like the Tommy 
Hilfiger Tm 
wearing now. It 
has three differ- 
ent styles of 
bands." 

Earrings. "Thi 
ver pair I'm wearing is 
the first set of jewelry that] 
bought from my own earings, 
two years ago. I don't like wearing too 
much accessories. Earrings and a nice watch 

suit me well.” 

Stuffed toys. "I love Mickey Mouse, I col- 
lect all kinds of Mickey Mouse items. I really 
look for interesting Mickey memorabilia 
wherever I go, like the 1925 Mickey figure 1 
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BAGGED. She likes colorful stufflice her yellow 
bag and this asymetrical Bum GI shirt. 


SIMPLICITY'S KEY. She likes wearing cotton 
shirts and denims on “normal” days. 


bought abroad. When my fans heard of it, 
they started giving me Mickey Mouse gift 
items. The Minnie Mouse is a gift from my 
mom.” 


Unfair treatment to Pinoys 

Kyla was not spared from the exaggerated 
security measures carried out for foreign 
artists like Alicia Keys and Jasmine Trias, who 
both came to Manila to perform. 

Kyla, who performed as front act for Alicia 
Keys' Araneta Coliseum concert last Oct. 9, 
says she experienced "unfair treatment" from 
Alicia's security personnel that night. 

“I understand that the American pro- 
moters have a set of rules and that these 
people (security men) are just following 
orders," she says, while rehearsing in а 
‘Quezon City studio for her own concert on 
Noy, 12 at the Araneta Coliseum. "I just 
wish they'd be fair in handling peopie. I 
think they were too strict for the wrong 
reasons," 

According to Kyla, the guards ordered ev- 
erybody to stay about gne yard away from Ali- 
cia. Because the guards did not allow her to 
go to the Araneta backstage, she had to line 
up with the rest of the audience, Kyla says. 

“I wouldn't have minded if Thad not seen 
special treatment given to someone who 
didn't even perform that night," she says. “I 
don't want to say who that was. That person 
probably didn't even know what went on.” 

A source close to Kyla said the "someone" 
was actually Filipino-American singer Jas- 
mine Trias, Many people saw Jasmine coming 
in and out of the backstage area without any 
hassle from Alicia's bodyguards. 

“I know the security personnel and the 
people behind the show were just doing 
what they were told to do," says Kyla. "But 1 
wish they had been more considerate. 
They're also Filipinos. Tayu-tayo rin dapat 
magtulungan (Filipinos should help each 
other). I'm also an artist, and they saw me 
perform that night. 

“гт okay about it now, 1 was very happy 
that I saw Alicia Keys perform. Nawala lahat 
ng sama ng loob ko (All the resentment went 
away), And I got to meet her, too. We said hi 
to each other. 1 was so stunned I wasn't even. 
able to ask for her autograph.” 

Aside from Alicia Keys, Kyla-also admires 
R&B singers Beyoncé and Brandy, But Kyla 
grew up listening to jazz greats Ella Fitzger- 
ald, Aretha Franklin as well as Jennifer Holli- 
day, 

^In my Araneta concert, people will hear a 
little of everything, not just R&B and jazz but. 
also some standard songs and pop,” Kyla says 
of her Nov. 12 show titled “Куа... Not Just 
Your Ordinary Girl.” 

Her guests that night are Martin Nievera, 
Regine Velasquez, Ogie Alcasid, Luke Me- 
jares, Nyoy Volante, Keith Martin and The 
Manoeuvres. 

‘The show is produced by Bum Equipment 
and Bum G! which Kyla is endorsing. Free 
tickets will be given away for every purchase 
of Bum apparels. 

‘To prepare for the show, Kyla says she goes 
to the gym regularly. "I work out for more 
Jung power,” she explains, “І also want to look 
fit. The clothes ТЇ be wearing will be more 
mature and sexier. Bum and designer Randy 
Ortiz are making my costumes," 
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FOR THE first time in her acting carees, 
‘Alessandra de Rossi stars in a suspense-horror 
“The Maid,” currently filming entirely 


"is produced by Boku Films, the 
makers of “The Ring,” "The Eye” and “The 
Grudge.” 

Alessandra bagged the title role after the 
filmmakers saw a tape of her performance in Gil 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Alessandra in Singapore-made ‘The Maid’ 


back that they were ай satisfied.” 

“The Maid” will be released in all of Asia 
and other parts of the world, according to 
Aguiluz. 

‘Alessandra went to Singapore for the shoot 
from Sept. 19 to 30. She returned to Manila to 
finish her Metro Manila Film Festival movie, 
"Spirit of the Glass," directed by Jose Javier 
Reyes under Canary Films. 


Alessandra went back to Singapore on Oct. 
9 to finish her scenes up to Oct. 29. 

“For the first time, I get to work strictly for 
only twelve hours a day" says Alessandra. 
“The cast, staff and crew are very professional. 
Director Kelvin Tong is young but very good. 

The young actress is hopeful that when 
"The Maid” is shown in Singapore and the rest 
of Asia, it will be a hit 


Portes’ internationally 
acclaimed, award- 
winning movie 
“Munting Tinig." 
"The Singaporean 
producers were so 
impressed мі 
Alessandra еу 
didn’t need to come 
to Manila for audi- 
tions," recalls direc- 
tor Tikoy Aguiluz, 
the producers’ repre- 
sentative in the 
Philippines. 
Alessandra plays 
the role of a Fil 
domestic helper in 
Singapore who expe- 
riences strange hap- 
penings in the house 
of her employer. 
“Director — Kelvin 
Tong of "The Maid! is 
very happy with 
Alesandras асі 
adds Aguiluz, "While 
she was shooting, Lim- 
mediately got feed- 
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EXPERIENCE ALL THESE IN А VAST 


| 


Bener Grabs Coy 


її WAS A MASTER OF WAR, HIS STRUGGLE WAS WITH LOVE. 


cinemas! cinemas! 


CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE : 886-7515 
Ladder 49 
Sky Captain & the World of Tomorrow 
House of Flying Daggers 
Shark Tale 
Three 
Open Water 
Resident Evil: Apocalypse 


Movies are subject to change without prior notice. 
Developed and managed by Ayala Land, Inc. Another retail innovation. 
ivoveyevevrvi ve ve veve ve vevv ve veveweve vvv vvyevewvvew. 


STARRING: CHRISTIAN CLAVIER, ISABELLA ROSSRUNI, 
GERARD DEPARDIEU AND JOHN MALKOVICH 


ҮҮҮТҮҮҮҮҮҮҮТҮҮҮҮ 


PREMIERES: 
PART 1: OCTOBER 7, 9PM 
PART 2: OCTOBER 14, 9PM 
PART 3: OCTOBER 21, 9PM 
PART 4: OCTOBER 28, 9PM 
Watch this exciting 4 part mini-series, 
NAPOLEON at the Hallmark Channel 


ЕҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮ 


БА ДАДАДАДАЛАДАДАДАДА 


Join Hallmark's NAPOLEON Trivia Contest 


Your chance to win one of three Samsung DVD Players 


Watch ail four parts of NAPOLEON fo answer these questions. 


1.In Part 1, Napoleon tried to conquer which country in Africa? 
A. Egypt 8.Morocco C. Ethiopia 


2. in Part 2, who crowned Napoleon as the Emperor of France? 
A.Napoleon B. Josephine - C. Napoleon's Mother 


i Faces of Stews 


Celebrating 25 Years in Aesthetic Service 


TOP OF THE LINE PRODUCTS: 
WHITER SKIN IN JUST ONE WEEK 


Miracle Whitening Cream 
кх бе lace, underarms, паре. gron and 
"ober dark spots of he body 
SERVICES: 
+ PERMANENT COSMETICS 
pemanen Eye Eyeing tn pat 30m) 
Thesm Ups pa pst ticas 
-Laser MR REMOVAL 
ündeam. Upper Lgs Lgs 
rect asc 
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3. in Part 3, Napoleon remanied a woman from which country? 
A. Russia 8. France C. Austria. 


4.In Part 4, what was Napoleon's las! gift to Betzy? 
ir B. Hair C. Gun 


Send all four correct answers with your complete name, 
address and contact number by texting to 0927-4477744 
or send it via email to napoleonGbuensalido.com.ph 

All entries must be sent by épm on November 15, 2004 


Samsung DVD Player, 
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MASSKARA FESTIVAL 


; 3 days of 
‘inBaco 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 
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JENNYLYN Mercado 


Final 4 
on ‘Eat 
Bulaga! 
this week 


Saturday, it was the turn of the “EAT Bulagal,” the 
tribes from different Bacolod country’s longest- 
barangays to perform. Yesterday, it ле Ф с ? j running noontime 
was the battle of the open-category show on GMA 7, will 
tribes. É Sd M be made even 

The Bacolod City National High brighter as GMA 
School dominated Fridays street- Artist Center talents 
dancing competition and grabbed appear as guest co- 
three other awards for best costume, hosts for the week of 
mask and choreography in the school Oct, 18-22. 
category. The competition was held at Joining the show 
the Bacolod city plaza. are the Final Four of 

BCNHS was followed by the Luis the first “StarStruck,” 
Hervias National High School, which led by Ultimate Sur- 
also won the prize for best in concept. vivors Jennylyn Mer- 
The Luisa Medel National High cado and Mark Her- 
‘School took third place. as Tas, with Yasmien 

The Sum-ag Elementary School эы Kurdi and Rainier 
topped the elementary level and gar- Castillo, 
nered special awards for best in con- Watch Jennylyn as 
cept and in choreography. Second she continues to live 
place was the Don Jose R. Torres Ele- her dream and prove 
mentary School , and third was the ġ that she is truly a sur- 
Dofia Corazon Montelibano Elemen- В vivor. 
tary School. Also joining the 

ETCS. III won the prizes for best in lunchüme show are 
costume and in mask. Starstruck Avenger 

Also on Friday, April Tesorero, 21, 8 Katrina Halili and 
bested 15 other young women to win ё “30 Days” finalist Bi- 
the title Silver MassKara Festival boy Ramirez. The 
Queen 2004 in a pageant held at the 3 sassy, sexy Chynna 
University of St. La Salle Coliseum. evening gown and also Miss Bobson made her farewell walk. uses ani the 
Tesorero is a graduate of Hospitality Jeans Wear. _ 3 ‘Supermodel and former Miss Inter- beautiful Iza Calzado 
Management at the USLS and sem. _ Ricarnie Biadog was Miss Tele- national Melanie Marquez, Binibining will also charm you 
ployed at San Miguel Corp. genic-Samsung and Miss Photogenic. Pilipinas runner-up Tracy Javelona, this week on "Eat Bu- 

First runner-up Marinelle Binca| Yvony Ledesma was Miss Friendship, Carmi Durano, wife of Tourism Secre- lagal" 
маз also adjudged best in swimsuit, and Lilybeth Geronga was SMART tary Joseph Ace Durano, and Epi Dont miss this 
Rizza Liz Catigan was second; Czari. Texter’s Choice. s Quizon made up the panel of judges chance to watch this 
па Mae Gidlayan, third;and Joaquina Presidential son Rep. Mikey Arroyo headed by Anton San Diego. special lunchtime 
Porter, fourth. gave an inspirational speech during Тһе Festival Queen show was host- treat from СМА 

Сапар also bagged the bestin fes- the show and Mayor Evelio Leonardia ed by beauty queen Nina Ricci and Artist Center on “Eat 
tival costume award. Gidlayan was gave the welcome remarks. МаѕзКага Hans Montenegro. Guest performers Bulaga!” Oct. 18-22, 
Best in talent Porter was best in Queen 2003 Jan Nicole Puentevella were Marissa Sanchez andJay-R. ^ onGMAT. 


BACOLOD CITY—Downtown Ba- 
colod City became a giant dance hall 
over the weekend as dancers filled 
Araneta Street in the three-day 
MassKara Festival street dancing that 
started Friday. 

On Friday students from 14 
schools gyrated down the city’s 
streets to the beat of the Caribbean- 
inspired music of “Sigue lang, Sigue 
na, Bacolod Bato Kita.” 


MERRYMAKER in full glory 


Р 


SILVER MassKara Festival Queen 2004 April Tesorero (center) with 
(from left) Czarina Mae Gidlayan, Marinelle Bincal, Riz2a Liz Catigan 
and Joaquina Porter 


STARRY-EYED festival queen pageant 
contestant (second from left) is 
interviewed by (from left) Jericho Rosales, 
Candy Pangilinan and John Lloyd Cruz. 
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CARNIVAL air is brought by the beauties 
and their colorful costumes. 


By Ansel Beluso 
Contributor 


preened and prettified herself for this years 
25th Pasalamat Festival, a whole week of mer- 
rymaking where both residents and visitors 
alike had loads of fun. 

"To ensure the success of the festivities, the 
city government commissioned Kitchie Bene- 
dicto-Paulino's Blue Monster Crew to take 
charge of most of the events in the seven-day 
fun marathon. They planed in not just produc- 
tion people and technical facilities from Manila 
but also movie stars whom La Carlotefios previ- 
ously only saw in movies, on television and in 
theirdreams. 

Sen. Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr. seized the op- 
portunity to make good his campaign promise 
to return to this bucolic city Where he won the 
No. 1 slot in the senatorial race in the May elec- 
tions. He officiated in the ribbon-cutting that 
formally opened the festival, and inaugurated 
the newly built fountain at the plaza fronting 
the capitol. 

‘The gay beauty pageant, playfully dubbed 
Reyna Engkantada, was the highlight of the 
first-day festivities. Joy Ortega and Gio Alvarez 
were the energetic hosts. Pageant judges Gary 
Estrada and Carlo Maceda hammed it up in an 
impromptu drama improvisation with the audi- 
ence, which left everyone in stitches. 

‘The search for the Pasalamat Festival Queen 
2004 was a glinering affair not only because of 
the fabulous costumes and headdresses of the 
contestants in the opening parade, and the pro- 
duction numbers dished out by the Cesar 
Reynon Dance Co. but also because of the pres- 
ence of Jericho Rosales, John Lloyd Cruz and 
Candy Pangilinan as hosts, and Melanie Mar- 
quez, Eric Quizon, Renee Salud, Paolo Balles- 
teros, Alvin "Lee" Alfonso and Maricar Balagtas 
as judges. 

Aside from the two pageants, there was the 
drum-beating competition with bulilit and adult 
divisions. Unlike the mesmerizing cadence of 
Kalibo's Ati-Atihan, the Pasalamat rhythm has a 
danceable samba beat. Former Mayor Luis 
“Nonoy” Jalandoni Jr. invented the exuberant 
rhythm 25 years ago, and it is now an integral 
part ofthe life of this city. 

There was also the Awit Sayaw hosted by 
Pepe Pimentel. So good were the contestants 
that Jeffrey Hidalgo, one of the judges who also 


COLOR AND MUSIC fill the streets of La Carlota (top and above) 


with participants in eye-candy costumes. 


One week of merrymaking in La Carlota 


performed to the star-struck throng, couldn't 
help but quip, "Parang Metro Pop: 

Other events in the weelclong fiesta in- 
cluded the garden fair, boxing match, dog 
show, shootfest, chessfest, bandfest, cheer 
dance competition, painting contest, risikad 
and motoreyele drag race, mass wedding, 
float parade, street party, pawasak merry- 
making, fireworks, gift-giving for children, 
ec. 

Newly elected Mayor Jeffrey Ferrer was 
very happy with the success of the Pasala- 
mat. "It was fun and a good way to rally 
the people to unity" he said. "These are 
very challenging times and we need the 
cooperation of everyone to overcome our 
problems and to surpass our best expecta- 
tions in laying the framework for a pro- 
gressive future.” 

‘The mayor is right. Seasons of adversity 
arealso times of opportunity. As the refrain of 
the La Carlota hymn composed by Joel 
Macanaya of The Rainmakers says, "Let's go, 
1а Carlota. This is our moment, this is our 
chance." 


— em mm reser PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. mem 


MONDAY OCTOBER T2004 ENTERTAINMENT... 
Local viewers are clueless no longer 


TIME was when most Filipino into a movie board and a TV „+ speak up against viewing thats musical evening. Sale" at О Music Video (О Green- 
viewers accepted everything board? VIEWFINDER harmful to young people and fails Call 421-7764. belt and OMV Rockwell) and 
thrown at them on the TV screen — "At the moment, it looks like um) to meet your standards? Odyssey outlets (Robinson's Er- 
without a whimper. These days, the MTRCB's attention is on '* ‘Write on. ‘All-Out Sale’ mita, Park Square, SM City 
however, TV fare has become so movies, while neglecting TV This. Nestor 3 E UP TO BO percent discounts оп Megamall, Sta. Lucia, etc. 
shoddy and reprehensible that is unfortunate because, to our [] Torre Sneak previews CDs, VCDs and cassettes are of- — Feels like Christmas in Octo- 
even heretofore clueless local mind, TV merits more attention THE “POLITICAL romantic сот. fered in the ongoing “All-Out berl 
viewers are writing us letters to because it's like the silent edy, “First Daughter,” will hold 
complain-—and, in no uncertain thief—it's already sneaked into fect om the child. The story devel- sneak previews on Oct. 25 and 26 
terms. our homes." opment shows how negatively im Metro Manila theaters. 

This should serve notice toour From Rosine V Huvines: "I these problems affect the studies Katie Holmes plays the only 
‘TV people that they can no longer would like to commend SM man- and growth ofthe child, as wellas offspring of the US president 


ride roughshod over viewers’ sen- agement for their efforts to show parent uM ат ШӘ (Michael Keaton). Аз a college ANOTHER "TALICOF-THE-TOWN" ROMANTIC 


sibilities, family« oriented movies in their freshman, she hopes to finally be 
Wie e protestations, e Pee ies kke a beathoffeah harder at thet marriage for the free from the consrainsoFbeng LOVE STORY FROM THE COMPANY THAT 


objective is to protect young and air. These days, people are more good of their children. the First Daughter. Г i 
is vulnerable viewers from ТУ intelligent in thelr choice of en- “Although some actors’ perfor- But, everywhere she turns, GAVE YOU “THE NOTEBOOK’ 


images and language that they're tertainment. mces leave а lot to be de- there's a Secret Service agent 
too immature to adequately deal "бой will reward the people ас sired—they could be less hysteri: guarding her, and her fellow 
with: SM for their good deeds." cal and OA—the program is good freshmen won't let her stop being 
Rosie Taganas leads off with Finally, Meldy Pelejo shares, Overall because it projects posi- the most famous student in the 
this terse comment: "Our two “Pm an avid reader of your col. tive values. United States. What is a girl to 
leading channels, 2and7,showld umn. I find your comments and "Кайо to Channel 7. Hopeful. do? 
really think of scrapping those observations about current TV ly the program can be replayed a 
Seantily clad dancers im their programming very insightful and ол Saturdays and Sundays, so Entertainment at Ipanema 
noontime shows. helpful. Hopefully, our TV net- kids who are in school during IPANEMA Bar and Restaurant at 
"People are clamoring for a work executives read them. weekdays can view it.” Eastwood Citywalk spotlights 
change More positively, Ска is “Working as a youth program What about you, dear reader ` Rebekah on Wednesday, and the 
launching a Teen Synergy dance relations officer in a foundation and viewer? Have you also found She Said male quartet on Thurs- 
competition for female high devoted to the holistic develop- your voice, and realized that your day. 
school students. The tilts me- ment of young people, 1am natu- tights and duties as a member of On Oct, 20, “Mr. Acoustic" Pao- 
chanics stipulate that dance rou- rally concerned about the pro- the TV audience oblige you to Jo Santos returns for a special 
tines must be free from sugges- grams being aired on TV It's a 
tive choreography and offensive great relief to find some that are 
movements. commendable, 
“This is a laudable move. I "One of these is GMA-7's ‘Good 
hope it sets a new trend that will Morning Teacher (M-F after 
make TV dancing really enter- ‘Unang Hirit’). The stories in the 
taining, without sexual connota- program revolve around a school 
tions.” situation and the lives of the char- 
From Eddy and Jan Co Chua: acters there—the teacher, princi- 
"While recent news about the pal, handyman, students, etc. dj To become 
MTRCB's more vigorous applica- Positive behavior for young kids H H E jn 
tion of the law on movies is com- is encouraged, while mischievous \ H all you need is a little love. 
mendable, the state of the local conductis punished. S 
ТУ industry has gone from bad to Шеш сй Баа ы 
worse. Is it time to amend the touched on the problems of adul- 


MTRCB law to separate the board tery and separation, and their ef- 2 M WIMBLEDON 
THIRD WEEK! Í 


sU БҮЗ STRICTLY FOR 43 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 
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BREAKING BOXOFFICE rrt feci ters 
RECORDS IN MANILA ЙЫ 
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M 1 LLA ў | Laugh Qut Loud as FBI Agents Go Undercover ! me R-13 NOW $ н Ow N [c] 
J ovovic H, GERD ER BENDER COMEDY BEGINS OCT 20 | ^" ASIA'S TOP DIRECTORS TERRIFY AUDIENCES IN THE 


em MOST HORRIFYING GHOST STORIES EVER FILMEDI 
To рен ne white divas, they have to become them. WINNER! "RES, матовуматодн 
1 BEST DIRECTOR REST ACTOR 


Tatlong beses kang mamamatay 
sa sindak!!! 


a winner, 


= Г "m 


WHITE CHICKS |: 


FROM THE DIRECTOR OF “SCARY MOVIE" ТЕПЕ ii 9] й f 
HB cy VALE kh 
siet pn ОНА Н yu X i 


Distributed by TY COLUMBIA PICTURES] 


OP ENS OCT. 20! БОШ 


Stt PARENTS ARE CAUTIONED IN BRINGING ALONG KIDS OF 7YEARS AND BELO! 
BECAUSE OF SOME SCENES THAT MIGHT STRESS THEIR SEN: 


THESE PEOPLE NEED YOUR HELP! 


WHAT YOU ARE HOLDING 
COULD SAVE THEM 


KIM BASINGER CHRIS EVANS JASON STATHAM 


МИШ кш yatta eg AT н 
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‘Movie Theatres of the New Millenium. 
Cinema 2000 Tunet Mall 

D (Sta. Rosa, Laguna) tel (043) 637.0926 
mese 


RESERVED 
RESERVED. 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Calamba) tel (049) 545.7383 


PHILIPPINE DAILY 


Lianas MovieCity 
{Cala} tel (049) 545.7202 
LADDER 48 

СААТА IBAKA 
OPEN WATER 

SECRET WINDOW 
PUNISHER 


Mega Center Mall 
(Cabanatuan City) tel (044) 463.3283 


ASING HELEN 
CCRISANTA.. ВАКА 
PUNISHER 
FENG SHUI 


POPS and “Sweet” 
John Lapus, her co- 
host оп "Sing- 
Galing” 


Jade Cinema 
(Angeles City) tel (45) 667501 to 03 


lou LADDER 48 
2 SHARKTALE 
зза OPEN WATER. 
4 ‘THE NOTEBOOK 


Cine Nepo 

(Angeles City te 065) 87.0121 
SECRET WNDOW 
OPENWATER 

LADDER 49 

SHARKTALE 


ENTERTAINMENT 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2004 


‘Martin and Pops have 
moved beyond the pain’ 


10am 


1:30pm 


Oct l8 9 20 


I2nn 


бе nalional commission for culture & the aris with 
mowelfund fim insiute presents. 


PELIKULA AT KULTURA 2004 


NOW IN MINDANAOIII 


the national cinema 
audience development 


_ program 
"i GOES TO " 

CAGAYAN DE ORO 
experimental 


gama | SSM City 5 
vico seid “ohn aiid enor sens] Cagayan de Qro 
Sr Og, 8: 3205 } 


везана SEE YOU ШУ 


film 
appreciation 


animation 

lecture film panel 

animation, e 
films 


animation 
films 


animation 
films 


experimental experimental 


films films 


zamboanga edades riles 


hari sa hari cain at abel " 
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ups about all three of 
them would come 
out in the papers in 
the coming weeks. 

Already, a rumor 
said Martin was mad 
at Brad because the 
latter did “something 
bad” to Pops. 


Upsetting rumor 

“It’s not true that 
Ym looking for Brad," 
Martin told a group 
of entertainment 
writers during the 
launch of his "Unfor- 
gettable” album at 
the Discovery Suites 
in Ortigas. "I have no 


evidence that he hurt 
Pops in any way.” 

But Martin admit- 
ted he found the ru- 
mor “upsetting.” He 
said he is still con- 
cerned about Pops 
"because she is stil 
the mother of ‘my 
children.” 

Martin described 
Brad as a "gentle- 
ma 

"We're friends," he 
said. "I trust the guy.” 


‘OPEN WATER 
SHARK TALE 
LADDER 49 
SECRET WINDOWS 


Cine Nepo 

(Cagupan City) te (075) 515.8489 
THE NOTEBOOK 

OPEN WATER 

SECRET WINDOW 

THE EXORGISAT 


FOR INFORMATION PLS CALL 727 1915 /.727 196) 


Fiesta World Mall 


(Lipa) te (043) 90.0790. 
PUNISHER 

THE NOTEBOOK 
TAN TINGIN 

OPEN WATER 


(Gian) te (8) 412246 


SECRET WINDONS 
LADDER 49 
SHARKTALE 
OPEN WATER. 


Centre Plaza Cinema par 
(Balanga, Bataan) te (47) 237.7007 
THENOTEBOOK 

DODGEBALL 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Pride) te (0041735020 
SHARKTALE 
PUNISHER 
OPEN WATER 


AT THE CENTER CEBU CITY GOVERNMENT'S 
YALA CENTER ms. UNITED NATIONS 2004 CELEBRATION 
CEBU October 19, 2004 


(Al AYALA CINEMAS 
He said he and 


SKY CAPTAIN 
& THE RAISING Pops were saving up 
WORLD OF HELEN for Robins 18th 
birthday. “He wants a 


TOMORROW 
car" he said of his 


son. 

Pops is replacing 
Ai Ai de las Alas as 
host of the singing 
contest “Sing-Gal- 
ing” on ABC 5. Ai Ai 
was the shows host 
for six years. 

Ai Als exclusive 
contract with ABS- 
CBN no longer allows 
her to appear on 
shows on other chan- 
nels. Comedian John 
Lapus will co-host 
“Sing-Galing” with 
Pops. 

"Hs a reality 
videoke show," Pops 
explained. “The con- 
testants who pass the 
audition will under- 
go makeovers.” 

"Scout raiders” 
will manage the con- 
testants, give them 
tips and help style 
them, “The scout 
raiders are stand-up 
comedians from sing- 
along bars,” said 
Pops. 


Good or bad 

"les fun," said Pops 
of the show. "But it’s 
aserious singing con- 
test. When some of 
the contestants are 
mot chosen, 1 get 
stressed." 

“Tove to host,” she 
said. "For me, its 
never work." 

"You have to be ex- 
cited about life," she 
said. "Thats impor- 
tant, You have to take. 
the new things com- 
ing your way, good or 
bad. You have to leam- 
from your experi- 
ences. Thats the 
beauty about life, you 
never know where it 
will take you." 

Martin's “Unfor- 
gettable” album is set 
to hit the record 
stores today The 
songs were all ar- 
ranged and produced 
by Gerard Salonga, 
whom Martin de- 
scribed as a “kick-ass 
kid when it comes to 
arranging songs.” 

“Unforgettable” 
includes "Can't Take 
My Eyes Off You,” 
Sinatra — originals 
"Witcher" and 
"This Guys Not in 
Love With You," 
“Misty,” "All the Way" 
Gershwin’s "Some- 
one To Watch Over 
Ме" and The Way 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix | c 
Tumeur | бета 2000 Metotown 


seonerwinoows f} SAVE 
MNOHUNTERS |2, SECRET WINDOW 
MNDHUNTERS [Senn THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 
‘ore EXORCIST THE BEGINNING 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


ACC 


AYALA CENTER 
сево 


3 FAHRENHEIT 


ASA 4 GoDsEND 5 SHARK TALE 


EVERY HERO HAS A DESTINY. 


INEMA ACCESS FOR ALL BRANCHES 635: 5055 
Visit us: www.robinsonsmovieworld.coim. 


TOP MOVIE THEATER 
22nd Annual National Family Consumers. 
Consumer's Quality Award 2004 Choice Award 2003 


NOW SHOWING 


, LADDER у“ 


{By STA. ROSA 


resis 9 0498970907. 


1 THE PUNISHER 
2 THE NOTEBOOK 


1 LADDER49 
2 RESIDENT EVIL 2 
З TAKAW TINGIN 3 OPEN WATER 
4 SECRET WINDOW 


5 SHARK TALE 


4 FENG SHUI 


SM City Dasmariñas 5 OPEN WATER 


лепа? 
SM City Baguio 


SM City Marilao 


nena 4 


SM City Pampanga 


Cinema 1 


SM City Bacoor 


Croma 3 


DASMARIÑAS 


852.21251 4164392 
1 RAISING HELEN 4 


»IMUS 


е 


LADDER 49 


атаа 9755888 


OPEN WATER элаз 2 KRISANTA..IBA KA ш БЫУ СЙ 


ТНВЕЕ 
HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 


SM City Damariñas 3 LADDER 49 


Cinema 1 


‘SM City Marilao 


Croma 2 


SM City Pampanga 
попа! 


SM City Bacoor 
paula 


SM City Cebu 
per 


SM City Baguio 
Cinema. 


4 OPEN WATER 
SHARK TALE 


5 SHARK TALE 
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OPEN WATER. 


Ф STARMILLS 


SHARK TALE кттсзлнөрє 


SM City Cebu 
Cinema 3 

SM City Dasmariñas 
noma 4 


э ш» 


Фу ANGELES 


1 SHARK TALE 


оома 875.1927 19618270 


SM City Bacoor 1 OPEN WATER 
Cinema 4 

SM City Pampanga 
Cinema 2 


E i Baguio 


Cinema 


SM City Davao 
Cinema 6 


2 SYLVIA 
2 OPEN WATER 
3 SHARK TALE 
4 HAUNTED SPIRITS 2 


5 LADDER 49 


3 SECRET WINDOW 


4 LADDER 49 6 FAHRENHEIT 9/11 


@@ziLoiLo 


1 SECRET WINDOW 
2 SHARK TALE 


Ф BACOLOD 


444-0658 59 3364070178 


Зм 


THREE 
мове із 


1 RESERVE 


| волне supnemacr ' 
2 RAISING HELEN 


‘MINED йад? 


RESIDENT EVIL 
MIR ang. 13 


SM City Bac: 
Sey SM City Bacoor 
SM CityCobu Сапав 
(eam 
‘SM City Davao 
Cinema 5. 


FENG SHUI 
MFC Rug: PG 13 


жож ж ж kk ж ж ж к ж ож 


SM City Pampanga 
потай 
M Cily B 
= 
SM City Cobu 


Саспа? 


3 THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 
4 THE NOTEBOOK 
5 SAVED 


3 SAVED 
4 THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 


‘SM City Cagayan 
Cinema 1 
‘SM City lloilo 


Cinema 5 
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"She," "Ribbon in the 
ЗМ City Davao Sky" "Ive Got a 


Бае H 6 HAUNTED SPIRITS 2 6 FAHRENHEIR 9/11 сш шаш 
Ss 


by Paul Anka, 
MOVIES/SCHEDULEB/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


5 TAKAW TINGIN 


Movies aro subject to change without prior alice: For complete movie schedule, visit winsmcinema cont 
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ENTERTAINMENT [AS 
1st Cagayan de Oro-Misamis Oriental film education festival 


“SINE-SWERTE: Pelikula at Kul- Noted filmmakers, such as the (Ейт Panel), and Liceo de Ca- are rarely shown in commercial (4) “Zamboanga,” (5) "Hari sa ernment, and other government 
tura 2004," the first Cagayan de award-winning director Carlitos gayan University on Oct. 20 (Film movie houses. The screenings Hari,” (6) “Edades,” (7) “Mother agencies and non-government or- 
Oro-Misamis Oriental Film Edu- Siguion-Reyna, the experimental Appreciatio willbe held atSMCinemaon Ос. Ignacia,” (8) “Cain at Abel” and ganizations. н 
cation Festival, unreelson Oct. 18 animator Ricky Orellana, and the Тһе lectures.are open to the 18 (Monday) and 19 (Tuesday). (9) “Bagong Buwan.” (Please see This film education festival is 
fand lasts up to Oct, 20, 2004. pioneering documentarist and public free of charge on a first- А minimal admission fee of attached programming guide.) ай possible by the generous 
“gine Suerte” is a mix of lec- film scholar Nick Deocampo will come, first-served seating ar- PSO is charged per person per — "SineSwerte" is the initial of support of Mayor Vicente Y. 
tures and filmscreenings that will give the lectures. The lectures— rangement. program. The programs аге: (1) fering of the Cagayan de Oro Cul- Emano and Misamis Oriental Os- 
serveas anexciting and enriching all at 10 to 11:30 am—areheld Тһе film screenings wil Animation Films, (2) Experimen- tural Action Program. It is the саг S. Moreno, in partnership 
introduction toPhilippinecinema separately at Capitol University d tal Short Films, (3) Values-Ori- flagship program of the Promote with Capitol University, Xavier 
as art, as technology and as in- on Oct. 18 (Animation), Xavier ims th jal ented Short Films, and specially СРО Foundation, an initiative of University and Liceo de Cagayan 
dustry, University High School on Oct. 19 selected Feature Films, namely, the business community, city gov- University. 


Screen MFI SEM BREAK Mees NOW SHOWING 
writing - DIRECTOR'S LAB Н AMERICA's #7 MOvI 


there are no shortcuts to short filmmaking. 


DIRECTOR'S LAB | =" 


А9 day workshop on the 
basics of Film Directing 


OCT 23-OCT 31 


This workshop в fo new airectors & aspiring 
Tbressher who want to lear эол be firn 
гео устй. Emphasis on the creative process 
and practical skas with оой exercer 
of scenes chosen by participants. 
А Ў ENROLL NOW! 
THE UP Film Insti- ! Ому 20 SLOTS AVAILABLE! 
tute will be conduct- 
ing а screenwriting 
workshop for teach- 
ers, in cooperation 
with Cilect (Centre 
International de Liai- 
son des Ecoles de 
Cinema et de Televi- 
sion) or the Interna- 
tional Film Schools 
Association. 

‘The workshop will 
be held from Oct. 22- 

29 and will be con- 
ducted by Chris 
McGill—filmmaker, 

teacher and principal 
lecturer of the Victo. 
rian College of Arts i 

Melbourne, Аш 
tralia. 

The rationale 
workshop is to fur- 
ther improve the p 
methodology of #.Орел for advance screenings, theater rentals for production 
teaching screenwrit- — launches, concerts, school events and other organizational 
ing in the country by functions PLUS! Exclusive screenings of blockbuster fims. 
exploring new tech- 
niques and models Рот Interested parties, you may contact Marketing Services 
of storytelling thru Department 687-7945 to 47 + 683-0961 - 633-4446 » 636-2894 
the shared experi. locals 14/15 
ences of McGill and 
the teacher-partici- 
pants of the work- 
shop. 

During the seven- 


EE] 158, dalawa, tatlo.. Magtago na kayo. | 00 YOU HOLD A GRUDGE? FMD OUT ON OCTOBER 27 


35 Manyikang maganda, Nabubuhay pala! RSet eee Ss tet cons E ESENTA ONE 


jected to incisive 
evaluation. 

Workshop fee is 
P5,000. Student ob- 
servers are also wel- 
come for a minimal 
fee. Reading materi- 
als on the teaching of 
scriptwriting and a 
host of films will be 
discussed im the 
workshop. 

Call the UP Film 
Institute at 925-0286 
or 926-3640, or tele- 
fax 926-2722. 


Aliw 
life 
award. 
for RJ 
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other parts of Asia, 
proving that music 
transcends all ages 
and all classes of so- 
ciety. 

RJ has remained 
productive as a mu- 
sic man and is con- 


sidered the found- 

ing father of rock 'n* T 

roll and electric gui- z 

tar music in the 

Philippines. Не 

again set a trend in ; 


1986 upon return- 


pea They Walk. They Talk. They Kill 


when he popular- 
ized retro music. 


БИА Mel KOREA'S ALL-TIME BOX OFFICE HORROR CHAMP E vv] 
ШИА OPENS OCTOBER 20 "Е 


not just а passing 
fad. 


‘Punisher’ star 


~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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ERTZINM 


would be punished j 
in Manila if he shows up shirtl 


By Ruben V. Nepales 
ТА Correspondent. 


movie. After Kevin Nash threw 
the wall off that apartment at me, 


Tkind of blacked out. They told 


LOS ANGELES—It is a distinct. 
likelihood that if Frank 
Castle, actor Tom Jane's ~ 


me I had a great time making 
the movie. So I guess I 
had a great time and 


Marvel Comics character. INQUIRER often forgot to put on 


in “The Punisher,” were 
spotted in the streets of. ^ 
Manila, he would be the 

опе punished instead. 

In this latest Hollywood adap- 
tation ofa comic book series, Tom 
Jane—also known as Thomas 
Jane—often appears shirtless in 
public. That's reason enough, ас- 
cording to news stories, for Mani- 
la cops to fine him PS00, or $10, 
should he turn up, say, in Quiapo 
„or Roxas Boulevard. 

Jane also brandishes the bal- 
isong, that deadly Pinoy butterfly 
knife. Does this make the viola- 
tion worse? 

The actor, who played a male 
stripper in “Boogie Nights,” writ- 
er/director Paul Thomas Ander- 
son's acclaimed film on the porn 
world,  explains—tongue-in- 
cheek, of course—why his gruff 
vigilante hero likes to show off his 
washboard abs. "Ir was just a re- 
ally hot place,” he says, referring 
to Florida, the film's location. “I 
guess 1 just forgot to put on my 
shirt a lot of times. I can't remem- 
ber much about making the 


debut of 


gress. 


erful guy. 


1 3 
DA on 


Rn Ys 


TOUCHING SCENE, with co-star Rebecca Romijn-Stamos 


True to form 

Hensleigh addresses the top- 
less hero issue. “I asked Tom to 
look at the panels of the comic 
book. When he did—he read as 
much of the comic book series as 1 
did—he was intimidated. Be- 
cause Frank Castle in the comics 
isa huge man, an extremely pow- 


EXCLUSIVE" i100." 


Have we mentioned 


that knock-down, drag- 
out fight scenes are among the 
guilty pleasures in this directing 


Jonathan Hensleigh, 


who wrote such loud bloc 
busters as "Gone in 60 Seconds, 
"The Rock,” “Con Air" and “ 
mageddon"? An extended battle 
scene involving Tom and the 307- 
pound, almost 7-foot-tall Kevin is 
a showcase of sharp editing and 
impressive stunt work. On thisac- 
count, Los Angeles Times praises 
“The Punisher" as “that rare com- 
ic book movie that actually feels 
like a comic book.” But we di- 


Rebecca 


Tom was very intimi- 


bummed me out.” 


But she swiftly adds: "Tom did 
such a great job with his charac- 
ter. Someday he's going to be a 
great movie star” If this doesn't 
happen, the actress says, she and 
‘Tom are assured of another liveli 
hood. “I could make a career out 
of going to comic book conven- 
tions. You just sit there all day, 
shake hands and sign auto- 


graphs.” 


The lovely Laura Harring, 
the first Latina to win Miss USA 
(in 1985), who plays the wife 
of Frank Castle's 
chimes in: “Tom got all cut-out 
for the role. 1 was recently in 
Texas doing a press tour and 
the writers were all telling me 


dated by that" the director 
laughs. “He told me, ЧЕ 'm going 
to satisfy the hard-core fan base 
of the comic series, Га better look 
like that.” So he started training. 
Нез a fanatic. He trained every 
day. He went on a high-protein, 
low-fat diet. He just got huge. He 
was very proud of his physique, 
the condition that he got in. We 
‘wanted to shoot him that way as 
much as possible without making 
him look ridiculous.” 
“Ridiculous” is the last thing 
that Tom's female co-stars would 
use to describe him. Upon hear- 
ing Jane's L-forgot-my-shire quip, 
Romijn-Stamos 
claims, “Forgot!?!" The babe-li- 
cious actress who played Mys- 
tique, another comic book char- 
acter, in the two "X-Men" movies, 
feigns indignation. “That really 


how amazing Tom looks.” 


No super-powers 

In real life, though, the woman 
in Tom Jane's world is actress Pa- 
tricia Arquette, Nicolas Cage's ex. 
‘They have a baby girl. The actor 
himself is divorced from Rutger 
Hauer's daughter. 

When Tom remembers to put 
on a shirt, it is one of the most 
recognizable of Marvel Comics 
garments: a tee with a skull print. 
His Frank Castle is a deadly one- 
man army, very different from his 
fellow superheroes if only be- 
cause he does not have special 
powers. Instead, Frank Caste, 
who made his Marvel debut in 
1974, relies on guns, combat 
skills and a fierce vow to avenge 
the death of 30 members of his 
family. 

Asked about his character use 
of Filipino martial arts and the 
balisong, Tom says cheerful 
"The balisong is a wonderful 
knife. I worked with that sucker 
every day. I went through about 
five of them because 1 kept on 
breaking and dropping them. A 
guy named Mike Mello helped me 
every step of the way with all that 
stuff—hand to hand combat, the 
Filipino stuff, the balisong and the 
military training with weapon 
handling. He's an incredible guy.T 
plan on taking him with me wher- 
ever go.” 

Of working with John Travolta, 
Tom gushes, “I had only one 
scene with him, but from what 
Ive seen, he's an amazingly tal- 


ex- 


nemesis, 


Christina Aguilera sells shoes 


EMERGING from her media-induced 
teenybopper image, Christina Aguilera has 
finally found a sense of self: confident, 
‘courageous, and comfortable with her su- 
perb vocal ability and powerful sense of 
style. 
Tt is not surprising 
that Christina has ac- 
cepted the offer to en- 
dorse Sketchers USA, 
preferred footwear of 
Hollywood celebrities 
and trendy young- 
sters the world over. 
The brand brings 
out her fun side, says 
the pop diva. She be- 
lieves italso unleashes 
the форт in 
her—the woman who, 
to put it simply, wants 
toconquer the world. 
In the company's 
latest — advertising 
campaign — whose 
theme is "Naughty 
and Nice," Christina is 
shown twice in a single 
frame—as a svelte nurse 
brandishing a humongous , 
needle, and as a patient, ji 
sitting on a bed, feet in 
hot pink Sketchers. In 
another, she is the 
teacher in a classroom, 
sexy but a tad impa- 
tient; and as a student, 
holding a pencil teas- 
ingly at her lips. In a 
third, she is the cop ap- 
prehending —..  her- 
self—a disgruntled girl 
who seems to have vi 


lated a traffic regulation. 

‘The images simply want to show the two 
sides of Christina, the innocent girl from 
Pittsburgh, and the flamboyant world icon. 

Sketchers USA said in a statement that 
Christina is a worthy inspiration for the 

+ youth, by virtue of her music and fashion 
Sense that both keep evolving: "Sketchers 


is all about keeping up with the times, 
about being dynamic, and not being 
afraid of change—and Christina is the 
best example of this.” 

The singer evidently knows how to put 
star power to good use. She is joining 
MTV's “Choose or Lose: 20 Million Loud” 
campaign, which aims to get 20 million 
voters aged 18 to 30 to the US polls in 
November. 

She is currently pro- 
moting with Missy El- 
liot—whom she collabo- 
rated with in “Lady Mar- 
malade” of Moulin 
Rouge three years ago 
—the disco hit “Car 
Wash,” Rose Royce's 
1977 No. 1 hit, as part of 
the soundtrack of the an- 
imated film "Shark Tale." 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


ented, gracious, collaborative, 
gregarious human being. After he 
saw this movie, he called me up 
and we talked for half an hour 
about how much he liked my 
work and enjoyed the film. That 
was quite a compliment, coming 
from an icon. I was blown away 
bythat.” 


Bollywood excursion 

Going back to the unforget- 
table diner scene with the mari- 
achi assassin—Tom, who says he 
is influenced by quiet types like 
Charles Bronson, Steve Mc- 
Queen, Clint Eastwood and Lee 
Marvin, volunteers, "Thats one 
of my favorite things about play- 
ing this kind of character—find- 
ing a way to communicate com- 
plex human emotions without 
words. That really is the chal- 
lenge and the joy in my heart.” 

He is by no means a stranger to. 
unusual challenges. At 17, he 
went to India and learned to 
speak and sing in the dialect—his 
ticket to a Bollywood musical. He 
remembers his Indian adventure 
as “like going to another uni- 
verse.” Then he flew to Los Ange- 
les, where he spent some time as 
а homeless person, sleeping on 
benches in Santa Monica before 
acting breaks finally came. Billy 
Crystal directed him as baseball 
giant Mickey Mantle in the Emmy 
‘Award-nominated “61.” 

After "The Punisher” Tom 
starred in "Stande" where he 
plays a real-life character, a Robin 
Hood-type bank robber who be- 
came a folk hero in '70s South 
Africa. On account of this perfor- 
mance—where he reportedly 
does away with his pants, 
too—there's been talk of acting 
nominations for Tom. 

Our flesh-baring hero is on a 
streak, then, so to speak. 


Priceless moment 

An unknown actor, Mark Col- 
lie, figures in a Tarantino-esque 
scene with Tom which, by itself, 
is worth the movie admission 
price. As Tom eats breakfast in a 
diner, Mark, playing an assassin, 
walks in with a guitar case and 
sits down. Mark opens the case, 
Tom reaches for his gun. But 
there really isa guitar in the case 
and Mark starts to serenade 
Tom. The what-the-f-k look on 
Tom's face—he utters not a word 
and continues to eat his 
eggs—as Mark warbles a whole 
song, is priceless. Jonathan tells 
Inquirer Entertainment that 
Mark really is a country singer 
with several hits tucked under 
his belt. 

The resulting car chase after 
the scene is executed with- 
out—holy blasphemy.—digital 
effects. Hensleigh explains: "Be- 
cause of the nature of the Punish- 
ег character, 1 purposely wanted 
to doa film that was more like an 
action picture in the 1970s, when 
they didn't have digital effects. 
Tm very glad that we did.” 

At the film's climax, 37 cars 
were really blown up outside 


RJ receives the award from Aliw board members (from left) Jose 
Mari Chan, Charo Yu, Beth Tagle and Resty Vergara (partly hidden). 


Aliw life award for RJ 


RAMON Jacinto, known to music 
lovers as "RJ," received the Aliw 
Awards Foundations Lifetime 
Achievement Award during the 
foundations 17th anniversary 
celebration at the Westin Philip- 
pine Plaza. 

RJ was cited for his “contri- 
bution to the enhancement of 
live entertainment in the 
Philippines through his music 
which has endured over the 


years.” 

RJ started his musical career 
in 1960 asa high school student 
at the Ateneo. He put up his 
‘own radio station, dzRJ (now at 
100.3 FM), in 1963 and it be- 
came a prime catalyst in the de- 
velopment of Philippine talents 
and the cutting edge in music. 

RJ and his band have played 
in every corner of the Philip- 
pines as well as in the USA and 
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Ri shares the award with his wife Frannie and their children Natalia and RJ: 
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RP spending $4. 5B to service debts i in 05 


By Doris C. Dumlao next year. We'll watch out for the 
level of gross international re- 
serves because its very impor- 
tant,” BSP Governor Rafael Bue- 
naventura said 

‘The country posted a BOP sur- 
plus of $44 million in September 
after incurring monthly shortfalls 
for three straight months, trim- 
ming the year-to-date deficit to 
$178 million 

The September surplus was a 

ег windfall from the $1-billion 

global bond offering of the na- 
tional government. The govern- 
ment's latest bond offering in- 
volved the selling of additional 
Republic of the Philippines (ROP) 
bonds due 2015 and 2025. 

The $300-million ROP bonds 
due 2015 were priced at 98.00, or 
497 basis points over US treasuries, 
while the $700 million in bonds due 
tor—is an amount that would affect 2025 were priced at 106.25, or a 


Survey lists main Fa 
concerns of investors ' 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


spread of 492 basis points over 
“Treasuries. (One percentage point is 
equivalent to 100 basis points.) 

The BOP measures the foreign 
exchange transactions between 
the economy and the rest of the 
world. Its major components are 
the current account and the capi- 
tal and financial account. 

The current account records 
trade in goods and services as 
well as transfers while the capital 
and financial account records 
loan transactions, investment 
flows, short-term capital and oth- 
er related items. 

Any transaction which gives 
rise to a payment by a Philippine 
resident like importation or off- 
shore investment is a deficit item 
while any transaction which gives 
rise to a receipt like exporting or 
inward remittance and invest- 
mentis a surplus item. 


THE PHILIPPINES will spend about $4.5 billion to service 
its foreign debt next year, about $1 billion less than the re- 
quirements estimated for this year, the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas said. 

The lower debt servicing re- 
quirements is seen to contribute to 
the projected swing to a balance- 
of-payment surplus in 2005 and 
lessen pressure on the peso ex- 
change rate against the US dollar. 

"The projected level of foreign ex- 
change requirements next year ex- 
cluded debe payments to residents 
and the government's contingent li- 
abilities to independent power pro- 
ducers, BSP Deputy Govern 
‘Amando Tetangco Jr explained. 

The 2005 debt repayment lev- 
el—representing the combined lia- 
bilities of the public and private sec- 


CURRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE m 


yuntry’s foreign reserves and, 
AscfS pam, Oct 15,2004 ae : 


in turn, impact on the BOP 

But since the foreign currency 
requirements would be reduced 
next year based on projected ma- 
turities, Tetangco said the effect 
onthe BOP would be favorable. 

The BSP has projected that the 
BOP would yield a surplus of 
$570 million next year, а 
turnaround from the $505-mil- 
lion deficit expected this year. 

For its part, the BSP has ruled 
ош going to the global capital mar- 
ker for the remainder ofthis year. 

"Chances are, we won't have to 
borrow this year. We'll wait for 


Asof pam Oct | 
GOLD: $417.60-418.10 
par ounce Hong Kong Oct. 15,2004 


SEPTEMBER 


October 17, 2004 
Country Unit 


‘United States Dollar 
Japan Yen 
United Kingdom Pound 
Hong Kong Dolar 
Switzerland Franc 
Canada Dolar 
Singapore. Dolar 
Australia Dollar 
Bahrain Dinar 
Saudi Arabia Rial 
Brunel Dollar 
Indonesia Rupiah 
Thailand Bat 
UAE Dirham. 
Euro Euro 
Argentina Poso 
Brazil Real 
Denmark Kroner 
India Rupee 
Malaysia Ringgit 
‘Mexico New Peso 
New Zealand Dollar 
Korea Won 
Taiwan Mt Dollar 


OCTOSER 


Euro 
Equivalent 


0806972 
0.007363 
1.450613 
0.109573 
0.648483 
0.542443 
0.479342 
0589418 
2.140624 
0215192 
0477903 
0000089 
0019488 
0219716 
1.000000 
0271708 
0.282158 
0.134484 
0917615 
0.212389 
0070877 
0549859 
0.000705 
0.023826 


Dollar 
Equivalent, 


1.000000 
0.009124 
4.797800 
0.128348 
0.803600 
0796115 
0594001 
0730407 
2.652661 
0.266667 
0.592242 
0000110 
0.024149 
0272272 
1239000 
0230700 
0.349650 
0165553 
0021829 
0.263193 
0.087831 
0681385 
0.000874 
0.029525 


STOCK MARKET 


Lackiuster trading seen 


STOCK trading is expected to re- 
main lackluster this week as in- 
vestors await third-quarter cor- 
porate results, analysts said. 

Last week, the main stock in- 
dex fll sharply by 55 points or 
almost 3 percent on profit-taking 
to close at 1,781.41 

BPI Trade said telecom stocks 
led the selling. Ayala-led Globe бее stock market report on Page B6) 
Telecom fell by P75 to P1,040 while Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. dropped P60 to P1,425 at the end of the week. 

Also'among the losers were Bank of the Philippine Islands, San Miguel 
Corp., Manila Electric Со. and Equitable PCI Bank. 

Mall developer SM Prime Holdings Inc. was among last week's gain- 
ers after it declared a special cash dividend of 50 centavos per share. 


Peso 
Equlvalent 


56430. 
05150 
1014619 
72443 
453576 
44.0351 
33.5272 
41.2264. 
1487241 
150515 
334279 
0.0062 
13630 
153678 
69.9442 
18.0044 
187353 
94064 
1232 
14.8554 
49574 
38.4594 
0.0493 
1.6665 


Kam meme +, 


volatil 
costs. 
FOREIGN investors have ticked WBF chief Peter Wallace said 
off as their greatest concerns in these companies were least prob- 
the country the cost and avail-. lematic about cost and access to 
ability of electricity, declining foreign funds, availability of 
margins, exchange rate move- skilled labor, availabil 
ment, and high cost of imported cost of training workers, 
raw materials. availability of technical staff, in- 
According to the consultancy vestment incentives and avail 
firm Wallace Business Forum, ability oflocal raw materials. 
chief executives of multinationals inv WBF' latest update on the 
as well as major local firms were Philippine business climate, Wal- 
also concerned about difficulties lace said the problems lie in the 
in obtaining tax credits, market SURVEY/ ВЕ 


ity and increasing wage 


(right) is welcomed by Japanese Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura 
(lef) prior to their talks at Machimura's office in Tokyo. With Purisima is 
Philippine Energy Secretary Vincent Perez. 


Railroading of North Rail project draws flak 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


42232311561 100048 


for the project from the China Ex- 
porr-import Bank (Eximbank), 
and an eager contractor, the 
state-owned China National Ma- 
chinery and Equipment Corp. 

(СММЕС), has 


hands tied to a contract with the 
terms so skewed in favor of both 
lender (China Eximbank)- and. 
contractor (CNMEC) that ordi. 
mary home buyers would not 
even think of building their hous- 


only for the Chinese government 
and its handpicked contractor as 
critics point out that Philippine gov- 
emment officials practically sold 
ош North Rail to the Mainland. 

A top engineering consultant, 


THE ARROYO administration is 
touting the P1-billion-per-kilome- 
ter Caloocan-Malolos line of the 
North Rail project as 


Cumulatively, the company will release roughly PS billion worth of cash 
payout to stockholders, the biggest in its cash dividend history. 
Й BPI Trade added that the stock market's recent performance was af- 


the best idea it ever 
got. 
For the first time 


One 


come forward to 
build it. 
"Thats the best 


who requested anonymity, asked 
how could the government claim 
that the North Rail deal signed by 


eson these conditions. 
"Would you sign a [building 
contract even before objaining a 


ected by the sharp rise in oil prices near the $55-a-barrel mark. This has 
pu. investors over prospects of higher inflation and interest rates. 

il prices jumped to new record highs last week as news of a decline 
"in heating oil inventories rattled markets about tight supplies with winter 
looming in key markets. 


since the project was Ès- £ 
conceptualized nearly a decade 
ago, North Luzon Railways Corp. 
(NLRC) president Jose L. Cortes 
Jr. said the government has final- 
ly obtained “concessional” terms 


offer we've had for 
North Rail and we thought we had 
to grab this opportunity” gushed 
Cortes, whose family owns Pacific 
Cement Co. 

It may be a dream contract but 


President Macapagal-Arroyo in her 
China state visit in July was the 
best when there was no bidding 
and no detailed engineering plan? 

The source claimed that the 
government virtually had its 


loan or demanding a {detailed 
blueprint of the house or getting 
guarantees on cost escalation and 
project completion? 1 don't think 
so unless the sky is the limit in 

RAILROADING! B12 


LACKLUSTER/ 83 


Iam 


же 


CHEVROLET 


CHEVROLET NORTH EDSA 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


STINE AY INQUIRE 


С BUSINESS 2 
e аР Seaweed special 


wk = 
DID YOU know that one of the key 
ingredients in the low fat cheese 
you had for breakfast, or the beer 
you had last night, or even of the 
cold cream you spread across your 
face before going to bed was made 
from seaweed? Yes, that slimy stuff 
that sometimes brushes yourlegs at 
the beach and makes you think of 
Jellyfish is refined into carrageenan 
which is exported worldwide. 
 Carrageenan is used as a fat sub- 
stitute, thickener, emulsion, stabiliz- 
er caloreconol substance and 
gelling agent in food, drugs and cos- 
metis, It is in processed fod Ше 
ham, in jams and jellies, as well as in 
cough syrups, shampoos and lotions. 
Global demand for carrageenan is 
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Bian 


expected to grow at 6% in volume 
and 7% in value annually. 

“Today, the Philippines is the top 
supplier of Eucheuma seaweed and 
semi-refined carrageenan, and the 
number four supplier of refined car- 
rageenan. Last year, says the Sea- 
weed Industry Association of the 
Philippines (Siap), the 
local seaweed indus- 
пу grew by 3.57% in 
value and generated 
31436 million in ex- 
ports of raw seaweed, 
semitefined саг. 
rageenan, and refined 
carrageenan. The low- 
ly seaweed is helping 
to keep us afloat, 


GEM Program 

Mindanao accounts 
for 60% of the coun- 
try's seaweed produc- 
tion, the bulk of which 
comes from Western 
Mindanao where 
there are stretches of 
shoreline suitable for 
growing seaweed. In 
2002, production ar- 
eas covered 27,000 
hectares across Min- 
danao, more than 
24,000 of which were 
in the island provinces 
of Basilan, Sulu and 
Tawi-Tawi, all part of 
the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Min- 
danao (ARMM). 

Most growers are 
in the poorer areas of 
Mindanao and Sulu. 
Some 180,000 fami- 
lies depend directly 
on seaweed culture 
for their livelihood. 
Through the past few 
years, the USAID's 
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ber surged 96 cents to $54.60, the ВРІ Trade added that the 
highest in the contacts 21-year weakness of the peso has added 
history. In London, Brent North Sea ќо investor jitters. FAX REPAIR 
crude oil for November delivery _"Concems remain that consumer Г Tamar ASORAR CONNER 
climbed 50 cents to $50.55 in late consumption may be dampened Бу SS Panis ores, 
deals last week. high ой prices,” ВРІ Trade also | emn [oian] on! — Кур na: 0E Sew Siva i 
"World oil prices haye said Elizabeth L. Sanches ee [umts (ҮПҮ КИИЗ. ` lom: ЭА ane РЫ! Houma 1577 Chine Roses Ave.. fry 
more than doubled а RES 
fiom about $20 barrel 
fencers PREMIER? coron 
of 2002, soaring by = 
йош 65 pereon sce Ё «1100 ANS ames 
the start of this year. + Picture-in-pleture п. lor its ide Budgeting and Planning program, the country's bank- Consolidation in Minutes 
"The market will Ё «Remotemowe ing industry leader, Metropolitan Bank & Trust Company powerOL anon EHE d i 
кийм. o console” ft set nahi P (Metrobank), relied on Power. AP's dynamic Business Modeling func- common budget templates across the bank forthe officers (o ener their! 


date as investors f+ Compact Ha eT AOD a SH taal onran 
quickly take profits @ *Lightwelght tions, “PowerOLAP® is р Е тна чисел respective budgets using М: IČ as the front-end tool. 


‘on gains given con- + 2.8kgs х wre uploaded and cansoliduted by PowerOLAP® to the head of- 
cerns over record oil producing a wide range of budget analyse: 
prices, a sharp uptick Division " reports, 


in inflation and i t j| upto computation of complex func- 
prospects of slower Critical Reality Brunch Profitability. 


economie growth. The budget and control depart ft à i d Cost vs. Yield, and Financial Ratios 
On the brighter side, ment shouldersa lot of critical ro- [f охша technology 
investors will contin- BM sponsibilities. t must ensun duced time spent by 
че to position ahead | Sik timely, e c. accurate and rai (o prepare Uae bull. 


RÀ Panesonlo EPSON SHARE OM 
ҮШ «Gm ош uate 


of the release of B 

third-quarter corpo- I "Um 
rate earings later Ш ew tnt ЕД [over 500 branches nationwide Ш 
pim nar pase plus 100 users within the copo- 

PAMPANGA ROCK| Е Tate office, Related assumptions ing changes In йыйын cust 
QUARRY з CRUSHER| -mees pum" оп interest and growth rates are n t j| ronment” according to Marieel 
FOR LEASE OR adi z^ ds x inevitable t t go with the е А chez, another power user of 
JOINT VENTURE А E i PowerOLAP®. 

Е 


т " plicily understood e Preppnes tust bum. Metrobank. corer re серелеп ot t» Buca ant Panny system win 


dation of budget figures spanning 


То, the department to have а К оромо cerei wrayer diac our Sr C 


етот The Future Dimension 


үе) ЕНЕ Тылын ынс усы ы, 
үк deni rl КО eese тсе meen ecu Ип FOWerOLAF- 
: import asks f ply outdated. PowerOLAP ssuccessn Budgeting 
їшїн (ИШИБИ ji i т шй ac. derived yet another dimension in Mdctiebaml e decision-making. Maing 
i Micro Services (82) 2712308 e ii ing and pre. dita visibility now cnubled them to creato future 
ШЕТ н pe eres itive hover ing PowerOLAP'e sensitivity analy 
: P we developed flexible business models to determine 
CLARK COMPLETE | [i H й ized puckage system combined with a spreadsheet that proved lo be more Prospective el the corporate strategy establishi 
WI EEG AND К complex and cumbersome to implement. ships betwee bs T 1л 
p Sous | Вим Sid Ms. Nelly Mangan, Junior Assistant Miner 
LESSE a ai. PAO anri 2) = ў с budgetand оова! department stands 
ЕСНМО1ОС!Е$5 G SEN О pti. com.ph firmly behind the bank's pursuit of banking excellence ensuring its cus- 


116702 5359069 атн gansta PPS у "ore i god hand with Merc 


For your out-of- 


warranty Toyota, , 
where would <^ 


you bring your car? il 

І ^ 
NEIGHBORHOOD TALY " OR TO THE EXPERT? 
= à UM U^ =| 


Out-of-warranty Toyota vehicles deserve: nothing less than the best care and treatment they can get—Thunder Service. They have Toyota-trained | 
technicians to guarantee expert and specialized attention, and Advantex—affordable replacement parts for your Toyota. Plus, they have a comprehensive `2 
and affordable service menu and packages to choose from. Truly, the best service for your Toyota can come only from Thunder Service " 


| For a worry-free service for your 
2. Ч , out-of-warranty Toyota vehicle, 

| з A trust only Thunder service. EG [SERV 
| ` COMMENDABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE VALUE. 
| 

| 

| 


Thunder Service Outlets: i 5 Қ 
TOYOTA Alahang • TOYOTA Baguio » TOYOTA Balintawak « TOYOTA Ballntawak-North « TOYOTA Batangas City « TOYOTA Cabanatuan » TOYOTA Cagayan de Oro "Y H 
TOYOTA Cebu-Mandaue * TOYOTA Commonwealth « TOYOTA Cubao • TOYOTA Dagupan » TOYOTA Dasmariñas + TOYOTA ойо * TOYOTA Manila Bay @ toro’ 

ОҮОТА Marikina » TOYOTA Otis « TOYOTA Pasong Tamo + TOYOTA Quezon Avenue TOYOTAShaw * TOYOTA Shaw-Onigas | 
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‘Viganizing’ the Philippines 


SEEING first hand what the city 
df Vigan up in Ilocos Sur has ac- 
complished over the last 10 years, 
T. couldnt help draw parallels 
with the entire country as a 
whole. I was fortunate to be in 
that city late last week at the 
same time the Ms. Earth contes- 
tants were in town for a public 
fashion show featuring the re- 
gion's distinctive "Abel Поко" fab- 


ric. The fact that Vigan was cho- ments 
sen to host the contestants visit 

in the North was in itself recogni- 

tion that the city has indeed ar- 

rived. 

ч ~ Cielito Е 
Economictransformation дудро 
Tt wasn't very long ago when 
‘Vigan was an economic non-enti- 
ty. The days of the warring politi- 
cal warlords in the '60s to early 


homes, a 
renewed 
°70s drove a good number of its 
residents to settle elsewhere. The 
affluent ones owning the large 
old Spanish-era houses mostly 
fied to Manila, leaving their huge 
ancestral houses behind to decay 
in neglect and disrepair. The citys 
famed Calle Crisologo with all 
these old structures had become 
a virtual ghost town. Even with 
the relative peace in the latter 
70s to '90s, the town’s image asa 
political war zone persisted, 
keeping investments out. Thus, 
business was essentially at a 
standstill, people were getting 
more and more impoverished, 
and the town hardly merited any 
interest from anyone, including 
its own natives. Vigan languished 
for years as a second-class munic- 
ipality its revenue and budget at 
a mere P27 million in 1995, or 
justabout P540 per citizen. 

Fast forward to 2004, and we 
see a city that attracts numerous 
domestic and foreign tourists, 
with mew business -establish- 
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barangays energized with re- 
vived rural industries spurred by 
the surging demand from the in- 
flux of tourists, old-time residents 
returning and spending millions 
of pesos to restore their ancestral 


Philippine story 

The story of Vigan could very 
well be the story of the Philip- 
pines. We are a country torn by 
years of deep divisions manifest- 
ed in political conflict and rebel- 
lion, widening gaps in income 


widespread crime and more re- 
cently, terrorism. Our economy is 
slowed down by a general lack of 
confidence by both domestic and 
foreign investors alike. Our im- 
age abroad has been shaped 


negative reports of bombings and. 
kidnappings, violent and fraudu- 
lent elections, political rebellion, 


eryday crime. 

Thus, apart from turning offin- 
vestors, we only manage to at- 
tracta fraction of the tourists that 
our neighboring countries do. In- 


oflife have fled the country by the 


constantly sprouting, overseas—much like the Vigan 


houses. The mayor, an architect 
exodus of the past. 


by profession, sought to renew 
the landscape with a conscious 
effort to preserve the old Span- 
ish-era ambience. Ordinances 
were passed to provide guide- 
lines for both restoration work оп 
old houses and structures, and for 
new construction. By 1999, Vigan 
was declared a World Heritage 
Site by the Unesco. In 2001, 
through strong research and ad- 
Vocacy Vigan won status as a 
component city after proving to 
Congress that it had in fact been a 
city by Royal Decree of the Span- 
ish government since the 16th 
century, All these efforts had also 
attracted the Spanish govern- 
ment to provide grant funds for 
the city’s restoration and devel- 
opment efforts. In short, m 
sources snowballed after the ini- 
tial self-help efforts of the local 
government paid off. 


‘Turnaround 

For Vigan, the turning point 
came in the mid-90s. The symbol 
of the town's economy, its public 
market, was razed to the ground 
by a fire, driving its market ven- 
dors to the streets. The new polit- 
ical leadership in 1995 brought 
the various sectors of the commu- 
nity together for a participatory 
strategic planning exercise, and 
adopted a common vision around 
which the townspeople could ral- 
ly and work together to bring the 
town literally up from the ashes. 
And the rallying point was Vi- 
gan’s unique historical and cul- 
tural heritage, concretely mani- 
fested in the abandoned Spanish- 
era structures that were uniquely 
spared from destruction by the 
retreating Japanese occupation 
forces in 1946—thanks, 1 am 
told, to the love affair of the then 
Japanese commanding general in 
the area and a local lass. 

The municipal government, 
led by then newly elected young 
Mayor Eva Marie Medina, started 
by intensifying tax collection 
without raising any new tax mea- 
sures. Through simple improve- 
ment in collection efficiency, the 
town's revenues were nearly dou- 
bled within a year. The local gov- 


ind citizens attaining a 
pride in being Biguefios. 


ion, corruption at all lev- 
government and 


the years by constant Я 
Scaling up 

‘The parallels of the Vigan story 
with ош national chal- 
lenges—and opportunities—are 
to me quite apparent. The value 
and effectiveness of participatory 
strategic planning was manifest- 
ed in Vigan's rapid transforma- 
tion since 1995, just as it was for 
the whole country in the dynamic 
90s. More aggressive collection of 
taxes without imposing new ones 


n in high places, and ev- 


г citizens from all walks 


pushed both by the do- 
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эп accurate and reliable diagnosis to 
‘precisely dently their needed medical 
nion. Mer each executive checi. 
p, our cients can aval o atematve 
oonsutatons wih ox Tradlona Chiese 
Medical doctors for a holistic approach 
10 total health care and maintenance. 
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ernment rallied together with ће 
NGOs, local businesses and the 
academe to transform Vigan into 
a national treasure that now 
draws large numbers of domestic 
and foreign tourists. Proactive 
work was done to entice the ab- 
sentee owners to restore their old 


mestic social and po- 
litical strife and by 
the lack of opportuni- 
ties for economic ad- 
vancement, апі 
pulled by the much 
better opportunities 
they readily find 


Learn how to do business in a 
BILDON DOLLAR Industry! 


Special Seminar on 
How to Set Up Your own 


paid off well for Vigan; most of us 
would like to see the same for our 
national tax effort. Tourism de- 
velopment was the key to uplift- 
ing the rest of the Vigan econo- 
my; 1 also believe it would be the 
best and quickest way to reinvig- 
orate the entire national econo- 


my, as the inter-sec- 
toral linkages are 
quite strong and 
widespread. Our ef- 
forts, then, should 
have a conscious aim 


of drawing more for- 
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own country as well. 
Just as Biguefios 
have attained a new 
pride in themselves 
and in their city, so 
should we Filipinos 
eventually get away 
from our current ten- 
dency for self-flagel- 
lation, and actually 
begin to feel good 
about ourselves and 
take pride in being 
Filipino, 

Comments wel- 
come at chabito@ate- 
neo.edu 
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“Affordable! 
Reliable! 
Fast А.О! 


Call us for quotation. 
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* Users friendly features are made foc easy 
production ke pinch rollers, media holder 
phate, media feed/take up, deyes, media 
vacuum, and auto pánthead deaning 
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Introducing, InFocus X2 - the next 
level to the phenomenal Xil 


InFocus X2, the new and improved 
dual-duty digital projector that 
shines during the workday, and on 
into an entertaining evening. All 
youfll ever need for work and beyond 
packed in a powerful package 
guaranteed to give you twice the 
edge over your presentations even as 
it doubles the excitement of your 
home entertainment. 
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essorian machinations 


NOT content with her publisher-husband’s 


media blitzkrieg, Unesco Ambassador and 


Montessori School o 
has now spearheaded 
the Greenhills shoppi 
tostop a new Muslim 


COcKTALES 


wner Preciosa Soliven 
a "Christian" boycott of 
ing center in their battle 
prayer room from being 


built inside the Ortigas-owned shopping dis- 


trict. 


Prior to raising their opposition to the 


Victor C. Agustin 


"mosque"—as the Solivens insist on labeling 


the planned 400- 
sq.m.-prayer room in- 
side a proposed four- 
story — carpark—the 
ambassador had be- 
rated the Ortigases in 
an open forum for be- 
ing "greedy" as she 
called on them to do- 
mate additional park- 
ing spaces where, in- 
cidentally, the Soliven 
school building and 
their Italian restau- 
rantare located. 

Not to put too fine 
a point on it, the 
Montessori building 
and its adjoining sis- 
ter restaurant, both 
moneymaking busi- 
messes outside the 
Ortigas property, are 
asking their neighbor 
to donate parking 
spaces for their 
3,000-plus students, 
faculty members, 
and diners. 

More than the lack 
of parking, Ше 
Montessori "school, 
actually a building, 
has no parade 
ground for its stu- 
dents’ military train- 
ing and, for that pur- 
pose, has been using 
the- Greenhills shop- 
ping center for years 
free of charge, cour- 
tesy of the Ortigases. 

According to an 
Ortigas official, 
Montessori—the am- 
bassador is the 
school president 
while her husband- 
publisher is the 
chair—even wrote a 
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MYOB Accounting softwares the ulimato solution 
for your business ransacton. Tha s complete 
[Accouning package lor Phone standard account- 
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Integrated business management sofware. and 
Pramier, a power mut» user busness manage- 
meni software. 


RotallManager, an easy to set ир point-of-sale sott- 
ware thats eal for any relai business. Rotastdana- 
ger has a front-end and back-end package tat both 
Smiles те way you run your store and provides 
youth complete contol over your тый business ASH 
{. Indeed, ts more han just a cash regs! 


The Multi-awarded business software 
system that grows with your business. 
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Get genuine peace of mind. 


Get genuine Hyundai MOBIS parts. 


Wouldn't it be nice fo know that you'll fee! a sense of security every time you drive your 

Hyundai car? Experience this when you use only genuine Hyundai MOBIS parts. They 

don't break down easily and they last longer. This gives you real value for money. Plus, 
all genuine Hyundai MOBIS parts have a one-year warranty.* 


Now, doesn't that feel better? For real peace of mind, buy only genuine Hyundai MOBIS 
parts from authorized dealers of Hyundai Asia Resources, Inc. (HARI). 
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‘Authorized HARI dealers: ió ` 
HYUNDAI Alabang - Tels: (02) 800-1771, (02) 800-7344, (02) 802-3653, (02) 825-7208 • HYUNDAI - 
Commonwealth - Tels: (02) 951-2201 to 10 • HYUNDAI Edsa - Tels: (02) 882-2432 to 33 + HYUNDAI 
E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave. - Tels: (02) 411-4342, (02) 412-7816 + HYUNDAI Makati - Tels: (02) 830-0010 to 17 
HYUNDAI Ortigas - Tels: (02) 723-9101 to 07 + HYUNDAI Quezon Avenue - Tel: (02) 374-3911 = Provincial ; 
Dealers: HYUNDAI Bacolod - Tel: (034) 433-0565 / 67, (034) 434-8530 - HYUNDAI Cabanatuan - Tel 
(044) 464-8278 + HYUNDAI Cagayan de Oro - Tels: (088) 855-4406 to 07 * HYUNDAI Cebu - Tel: (032)" 
343-7102 - HYUNDAI Davao - Tels: (082) 235-2955, (082) 305-0000 * HYUNDAI Iloilo - Tel: (033) 320- 
2248 - HYUNDAI Laguna - Tel: (049) 520-8242 + HYUNDAI La Union - Tels: (072) 712-8881, (072) 71 
8888 - HYUNDAI Pampanga - Tel: (045) 961-3234 

Hyundai Asia Resources, Inc. (HARI) is the exclusive distributor of Hyundai vehicles and 
Hyundai MOBIS parts in the Philippines. 
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3 values in 1 


So premium you get more! 


Easy Tracking 

Comes with a Record Book that you can update іп any PSBank branch. Reconciling your transactions , 
is made easier as the check number you issued appears in the Record Book. It's like having a t 
statement of account anytime. i 


Accessibility 
Access cash day and night thru any Bancnet ATM nationwide and Cirrus ATM worldwide. Use it also 
as a debit card to shop and pay in affiliated establishments here and abroad. 


Convenience 

Quickly encash checks, make deposits, and do other transactions in any of our branches with our 
Electronic Signature Verification System. You'll get personalized service in all of our 

121 branches nationwide. 


What's more, it's a checking account that earns interest too. 
That's Premium Checking for you! 
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PSBank Center, 777 Paseo de Roxas cor, Sedero St, Makati Oy - www psbank com.gh 1 
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OPEN AN ACCOUNT NOW. 
Visit any of our 121 branches nationwide. 
Call (02) 845-0025 for inquiries or 
E-mail us at Infogpsbank.com.ph 
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PLDT sees higher profit in 3rd 
quarter on Piltel consolidation 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone Co.'s 
earnings in the third quarter likely surpassed 
the P5.24 billion posted in the first quarter 
this year due to a one-time gain from the con- 
solidation of its wireless business. 
Integrating the wireless business would 
mean that even the profits of Pilipino Tele- 
phone Corp. would be reflected in PLDT's 
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books through its wholly owned Smart Com- 
‘munications Inc. 

Smart is to own 92 percent of Piltel by 
year's end. Smart and Piltel’s Talk № Text sub- 
scribers have exceeded 17 million as of end- 
September from 16.1 million in end-June. 

Sustained growth in the mobile phone busi 
ness continued to drive PLDT's earnings up. 

PLDT president Napoleon Nazareno said 
that the third quarter income stood “in the 
neighborhood of the first quarter in terms of 
recurring income." 

PLDT had said that third-quarter perfor- 
mance would “normalize” and match the trend 
of the first three months. The unexpectedly 
strong second-quarter results were influenced 
byheightened spending due to the elections. 

PLDT's net income in the second quarter 
stood at P6.8 billion. 

“We have some non-recurring income that 
would come from the consolidation of the 
books of Smart and Piltel,” Nazareno said in 
an interview. Nazareno is also president of 
Smart and chair of Piltel. 

‘Smart, the country's largest wireless phone 
company, is acquiring 92 percent of Pitel 
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‘STATEMENT 


ASSETS: 


pom 


Cash and Cash Items 
Due from Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Due from Other Banks 


Loans, Discounts & Advances (Nel) 


Other Assets (Nel): ` 
Others 


TOTAL ASSETS 
Liagitities 


Savings Deposits 

Outstanding Checks/Payment Orders, 
Ünearned Income and Other Deferred Credits 
Other Liabilities 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 


CAPITAL ACCOUNTS. 


Capital Stock. 
Surplus 
TOTAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTS. 


Other Information. 


1. Deposits of 
a. Governments 
b. Banks 
с. Trust Department 
2. Compliance with Magna Carta Law: 
Prescribed 


‘Actual Compliance 
3. Amount of non-performing loans 


8. General provision for loan losses 
7. Specific provision for oan losses 
в. Return on equity (ROE) 

8. Amount of DOSRI loans/advances 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES ) 
MAKATI CITY )ss. 


1I WE, | Alex A. Pimento! 
solemnly swear 
best of our knowledge and belief. 


(508) ALEX A. PIMENTEL 
Presson: 


and 


‘and Community Tax No. 05923814 issued at 


Investments in bonds and Other Debt Instruments 


Bank Premises, Fumitures, Fixtures & Equipments (Net) 


4, Ratio of non-performing loans to total loan portfolio 
5, Amount of classified loans and other risk assets 


EIB SAVINGS BANK 


сеш Sou Асла Barangay Baca Танау Cabo Cty 


OF CONDITION 


(Head Office and Branches) 
“ Ав of September 21, 2004 


AMOUNT 


336.269 
972.844 
4,344,957 
60,983,204 
38224 
1.080268 


(Net) 


2,541392 


Р 67277158 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 


Ratio of Compliance 6% for Small Enterprises 2 % for Medium Enterprises 
000% 000% 


0.00% 


10. Ratio of DOSRI loansiadvances to total loan portfolio 
11. Amount of past due DOSRI loansiadvances 
12, Ratio of past due DOSRI loans/advances to total portfolio 


Benjamin P. Castillo. of the above-mentioned bank do 
FS сабиз за [o nthe above slate of condlion аге rue and correct to e. 


(Бо) BENJAMIN P. CASTILLO 


SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this _07 day of October .. 2004, affiant 
‘exhibiting to me hisieritheir Community Tax No. 


02867892, issued at Cebu on February 03, 2004 
Manila on January 08, 2004. 


EMMANUEL A. SILVA 


from PLDT. 

Nazareno declined to elaborate on the non- 
recurring income to be derived from the consol- 
{dation of Smart and Pilte!s books. Pilte! is tar- 
geting to post a net income of P1.2 billion this 
year following a strong first-half performance 
‘when it registered a profit of P810 million. 

PLDT had revised its profit target this year 
to P22 billion from P18 billion after it earned 
about P12 billion in the first semester. The 
telecom giants first-half results exceeded 
P11.2billion in the whole of 2003. 

"The May elections provided an extra boost 
and given that, we expect the third and the 
fourth quarter to trend more closer with the 
first-quarter performance,” Nazareno said 
last August. 

PLDT's returning strength would allow it to 
pay at least 10 percent in dividends to com- 
mon shareholders by the first half of 2005, ac- 
cording to officials. 

PLDT had set a four-year profit target of 
P110 billion starting 2004, which should raise 
the company's share price to P1,700 by the 
end of 2007. 

The four-year target, Nazareno said, would 
mean a growth of about 15 percent each year. 

On а 15-percent average increase each 
year, PLDT's net profit should increase to 
P25.3 billion in 2005, P29.1 billion in 2006 
and P33.5 billion in 2007. 

PLDT's share price closed at P1,425 Friday. 
Analysts believed the stock price of PLOT 
could hit P1,700 by year's end. 

“The target increase in the base PLDT share 
price is approximately 15 percent a year com- 
pounded for the plan period," the company 
said. PLDT's share price at the end of 2003 
was about P950. 


Cocktales 


From page BS 


letter in 2002 asking the Ortigases to contin- 
ue the school's free use of the shopping com- 
plex for their students’ use, after the shopping 
center management informed them of a 
planned redevelopment. 

"The husband, according to the grapevine, 
even added a “smoking gun" marginal nóte to 
the Montessori letter sent to Ortigas & Со. 

So as not to incur the ire of their powerful 
neighbors, the Ortigases relented, until their 
decision to go ahead and build the car park this 
year. Unfortunately, the car park-plus-prayer 
oom will be built right on the same parade 
ground that the Montessori had been using. 

With the construction going full swing, the 
Ortigas management decided to stop the 
school from using the area lest the students 
fall in harm's way. That was when all hell 
broke loose. 

Despite the poisoned atmosphere, the Orti- 
gases still think reason and sanity will in the end 
prevail and, for this reason, have now sought 
the intercession of higher Catholic Church and 
Muslim leaders to stop a commercial dispute 
from being blown into a religious war. 

But, if push comes to shove, the Ortigas 
lawyers have an ace. They think the Montes- 
sori letter and other related communications, 
taken together with the husband's attack 
columns, are proof enough to nail the ambas- 
sador for graft, or, at the very least, have her 
diplomatic credentials recalled, for bigotry 
with a capital “В.” 


Boorish relations 

DESPITE suffering a stinging electoral defeat 
after a much postponed elections, Winston 
Marbella and Luis Morales still insist on call- 
ing themselves president and chair, respec- 
tively, of the Public Relations Society of the 
Philippines. 

Even more daring, the two are holding on 
(Oct. 28-29 a PR congress supposedly under the 
sponsorship of PRSP inviting no less than Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo as guest speaker. 

Marbella and Morales have now been send- 
ing flyers for the P8,000/head seminar even, 
ironically, to PR colleagues who sued them 
before the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion for refusing to call the last elections. 


Missing ‘8’ plate 

A NUMBER "8" car plate issued to Iloilo Rep. 
Augusto Syjuco Jr. but lent to pollster Antonio 
Abaya has been reported missing. 

It is not clear why Abaya, husband of 
Ramos spokeswoman Annabelle Abaya, 
wanted the congressional rank attached to his 
RAV4, but apparently some bored kids in their 
Ayala Alabang neighborhood took fancy to 
the "8" plate and swiped it while the SUV was 
parked on the street. 

‘That, in any case, is the version of Abaya 
about the loss when he complained to the vil- 
lage security office. 

Syjuco, incidentally, is no longer a member 
of the House, the gentleman from Пойо hav- 
ing desisted from seeking reelection in ex- 
change for a GMA appointment as Tesda di- 
rector-general. 


Heard through the grapevine 
A STILL limping Bangko Sentral Managing 
Director Diwa Guinigundo is set to file this 
week a medical and injury claim against Sec- 
retary Michael Defensor, his UP frat brother, 
after Guinigundo and his driver nearly died 
when their vehicle was hit head-on last year 
by an SUV driven by a teenage messenger of 
Defensor. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com or cock- 
tales pdighotmaiLcom) 


Ed 


DL MN NE 
COMMERCIAL а INDUSTRI 
к 


3588588 

Бесе eSE гн 
SÉRCEBR-ÉRA 
— 
SBSSSBRRERN 


саб: 295 
Г 
E- 
s d 
EE 


Avot Trans. 


sis Б 
3 
B- 


x 
киер m 
por Б in 
EX k 
P, 
m 
EE 
шек бир, 


as 
Em 


[on 


aei 


03 
"HOLDING наме 

‘Abacus Con Ras & Hg A [r^ 

Abacus Con Res В Hog 


2j 
cci 


CES 
m 


Per a 
8 


ru 


88 


BCI наар. 
Ever- Gotesco Resources 
К 


Кена ies Oor 
‘Rist Phi Hidgs Corp. е 
‘Sota Epes ne 

Коли б тейлеп ne 


Ere t - 
aucHat&NzRSE ON seen 
а АЕ 
PERRET PEM в 
SRashsreelas.RBeRs E 


Qs 
MANUFACTURA, DISTRIBUTION 


T 


Sene Manufacturing 


Bete Com, 
amont Holdings Ine 
{ature & Resorts Corp. 
Bemart Ent rod Ine 


95-930 aes. Com, (Par 
КЫЙ sons 
PLDT (is Pret Seres w 
PLOT Vom Pret Senes ha 


RRR ae 
SEETI 


ГЕУ 
REFERRED & WAR 
2075 


Өз 22828, 
Paks leskers nos! 
S БЕБЕ 


BENE eeu 


ЕА 
Ecc. 


E EA EE 
[с=т сызса 
EI op E 


Bank 8 Pasw. 
oma & In 


иш. 


вокала. 
Сотта ndi. 
Pao 


p 
[d 


S 
At Sra inde. 
Composta. 


S828858 


ae 


p 
88 883 


БЕЗЕ 


RRS ШЫБЫН sec 


SE oum, 
S giai 


B. 


im 


88, 
8888883; 


EE 
PES ERITA 
53888888338; 


n 


ADING, 


БЕСШ 


ы 


Е 


5 

288 

BBS 
B 


BEE uug 
B Bazi 


s38 
838888 8888 


88 


emeeges 
E 


ТИЯ 


zi 
prece 


454 706 
"i Sia 


“DOWN 5.88 


NO. OF ADVANCES: 35: NO. OF DECLINES: 44; NO. OF UNCHANGED: 4; NO. OF TRADED ISSUES: 


SEO, NO.OF TRADES. 3216 


Survey lists . . . 


FrompagoBI 


their positive attitude. 


Foreign companies also appre- 


following: vested interest rather 
than national good was dominat- 
ing government; the population 
is growing out of control; the ed- 
cational system is weak; corrup- 
tion is still rampant; 

The agricultural system has 
not improved in the last 30 years; 
the judicial courts are in need of 
"major improvements,” there is 
need for good governance; the 
Church is “negative rather than 
positive”, and infrastructure is in- 
adequate. 

Wallace said the situation was 
a result of, for instance, the gov- 
ernment spending for infrastruc- 
ture only 3.3 percent of gross do- 
mestic product over the past 10 


mining, 


tions, 


з. 

Even then, he said foreign in- 
vestors still thought favorably of 
the Filipino? English-speaking 
skills, their adaptability to West- 
em culture and practices, and 


° 


ciated the availability, quality and 
reliability of workers as well as 
middle management and techni- 
cal people; the low-cost environ- 
ment and the potential, size and 
quality of the local market. 
Wallace said that for the gov- 
ernment to improve the business 
climate, it should focus on devel- 
oping the sectors of agriculture, 
tourism, 
technology and healthcare, 
Malacañang has been pushing 
for the promotion of the country 
as a favorable investment site for 
IT companies, mainly those in- 
volved in business process out- 
sourcing or call center opera- 


information. 


Government agencles have al- 
so been harping on the country's 
potential ro attract more forelgn 
tourists, especially those who are 
seeking more affordable medical 
and health services. 
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PCs, Printers, et al. 


jour IT rental needs with our 


THE BANGKO Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas has 
started an insurance 
coverage system for 
its officers who may 
face lawsuits in the 
course of performing 
their duties. 

Learning from the 
legal battles that 
erupt when problem 
banks are shut down, 
BSP Deputy Gover- 
mor Alberto Reyes 
said the institution 
recently tapped the 
state-owned. pension 
fund Government 
Service — Insurance 
System to insure its 
officers from the rank 
of director and up. 

In addition, he 
said the BSP would 
create a contingency 
fund for all its exam- 
iners—estimated at 
700—to cover litiga- 
tion expenses in case 
of lawsuits. 

He said these ini- 
tiatives should pre- 
vent BSP officers 
from being intimidat- 
ed in doing their du- 
ties, noting there was 
an adverse psycho- 
logical effect, for in- 
stance, whenever of- 
ficials were being 
sued. -Rihenlicates Dont. 

BSP Govemor 
Rafael Buenaventura 
and Reyes, for in- 
stance, had faced 
lawsuits from the 
management of the 
Urban Bank group. 

Similar lawsuits 
against top officials 
of the BSPs prede- 
cessor, the Central 
Bank, had likewise 
been filed following 

8SP/BI3 
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V-STATION ON-LINE 


Capacity from 3, 000 fo unlimited users. 

+ Responds to PIN, Proximity and Smart 
‘Cards or to fingers only. Speed and 
accuracy are maintained even when 
fingers are scarred, dirty or wet. 


mm 


(Plus, 


Mr: Lejano sat jaded and impatient in the corner: 

With him, fifty hard-nosed veteran bus drivers, 
conductors, and ticket inspectors. They normally spent 
their days inside tons of diesel-propelled metal, crawling 
through the traffic-fume laden streets of the metropolis. 
None of them relished the idea of being gathered 
together that day for, of all things, a seminar. 


But orders were orders. And not being inclined to 
disobey, Mr: Lejano and his companions settled for 
grudging compliance instead 


We were a team of trainers from iBank's Center for 
Learning. Our days were spent giving talks to bank 
executives, preparing training programs, and other 
developmental activities. Common ground, at that 

moment, was as rare as an empty seat on an MRT train 
during rush hour. 


Prior to this moment, the only words we had ever 
shared with bus drivers like Mr. Lejano were 


for rent! 


RENTesh 


Callus йом @ 727-7222 www.rentech.com.ph 
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Fingerprint Authentication System 


Eliminates fraud in 
IDentification, access, 
time and attendance. 


+ More cost-efficient than radtional 

* Records reaime personnel attendance. enrolment and authentication systems. 
+ Used by ght security organizations 

tke the US Army, NASA, NYPD, 

Canadian Anes, and NATO. 

+ Ideal for offices, goverment ID's, 

factories, hosplials, banks, schools, 

airports, өк. 

USA's No. 1 and World Champion in Fast and Accurate Biometrics 


8 Fingerprint Verification Competition (FVC 2002-2003) 


“Para po sa tabi!” or “Manor 


It was around this point that we stepped into the room. 


Т 18 г 
BSP okays insurance cover 
for officers, examiners 


“The fastest way to Europe?” 
“Non-stop on KLM's Boeing 777." 


The Air France-KLM Group has moved to its new office. 
Call or visit us at: 
39/F Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 


Sen. Gil Puyat corner Ayala Avenues 
Makati City 


Telephone numbers: 


Reservations 
Sales & Marketing 
Accounting & Administration 886-7580 


Hitec International Corp: 
1401 Annapolis Wilshire Plaza, 11 Annapolis SL, Greenhills; San Juan, ММ. 


bayad po” or perhaps at 
most "Pakibaba po ako sa Crossing” 


- Butour client, the owner of the bus line, asked us if we 


could help train his people. If we could smooth out the 
rough edges in their work attitude, help them work as 
a team and deliver better service. We were to help 
them see their job as something more than a means to 
make money. In a day, we were expected to make them 
fall in love with their work. 


We resorted to what we considered our top secret ice 
breaker: snack packs. 


Nothi 
fruit juice. 


But sip by sip and crumb by crumb, the room began 
to warm up. 


What they had all assumed would be a lecture was 
instead a dialogue. It didn't take us long to understand 


International Exchanse Bank 
TAKING RELATIONSHIPS TO HEART 


fancy, truth be told. Sandwiches, chips, biscuits, 


887-1202 
887-1144 


www.klm.com.ph 
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The bus line and the bankers 


a few words on the educational qualities of merienda) 


the frustration brought about by frivolous traffic 
ordinances and a daily diet of carbon monoxide. 

For their part, they saw how commuters would be 
rightfully indignant if a bus swerved irreverently in 
pursuit of more passengers. 


“The day progressed and through our battery of activities 
and exercises (and lunch of course!), they went from 
not caring whose toes they stepped on, to slipping into 
others' shoes. They werent griping about problems. 
They were exploring solutions. 


The session drew toa close, but not their enthusiasm. 
They &gerly posed for pictures, thanked us for our 
time, and looked forward to the next day. 


(Any bank can give you interest, but how many are 
truly interested in you and your business? 

If this doesntt sound like the kind of relationship you 
share with your bank, do give us at iBank a try 

We have a snack pack or two waiting for you) 


жш, TETTE vente tt Pp otn Mats Det ee bo Bc Dus FQ Det aC TS s rect ph De ser e i odo tne Soe dpe e pr nt es e oi 


Be 


m——— M 


THILIPHINEDARLYINQUNER — eren n ne 
— —— 


BUSINESS ..  .—. . 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2004 


RP urged to wind up economic deal with Japan ahead of time 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FEARING threats from possible free trade 
pacts between Southeast Asia and major 
economies, two groups of Japanese auto 
and auto parts makers are calling for the 
early conclusion of the Japan-Philippines 
Economic Partnership Agreement, 

Ina joint statement, the Japan Automo- 
bile Manufacturers Association (Jama) 
and Japan Auto Parts Industries Associa- 
tion (apis) said that winding up the 
JPEPA talks ahead of time would ensure 


that the business of Japanese manufactur- 
ers in the country would not be “placed at 
a competitive disadvantage versus their 
USandEuropeancountepars . 

"The two groups said they were mindful 
of the need to speed up the JPEPA talks 
considering that free trade agreements 
мете underway between the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations and the giant 
markets such as China and India. 

"(Such talks) create the potential for 
bilateral trade liberalization with these 
countries by 2010,” the automakers said. 


Jama and Japia said that for over 40 
years, they have worked to transfer tech- 
nology and business expertise to auto- 
mobile industries within Asean, particu- 
larly in the Philippines. 

"The EPA framework provides an insti- 
tutional framework that could fumish 
support on the business practices estab- 
lished in the region,” they said. “Such an 
agreement would accelerate integration 
between (Japan and the Philippines) 
and be instrumental in forging a more ef- 
fective infrastructure for cooperation. 


As for the Philippines, Jama and Japia 
said an EPA would help stimulate eco- 
nomic integration within the region 
through trade market expansion as well 
as bolster international competitiveness. 

“The crucial issue at this point is how 
the Philippine auto industry can mai 
tain its competitive strength both within 
the region and worldwide.” 

Jama groups Toyota, Nissan, Honda, 
Daihatsu, Fuso, Fuji Heavy Industries, 
Hino, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Mitsubishi and 
Yamaha. Japia groups the allied and sup- 


port industries of Jama. 

Last month, Trade Undersecretary 
Thomas G. Aquino said talks on the 
JPEPA would go for a fifth round in 
Manila even as the two governments 
agreed to hold in-between-round discus- 
sions on key issues. 

Aquino said the fourth round of JPEPA 
talks held in Tokyo last Sept. enabled 
both parties to gain a better understand- 
ing of some of the social, cultural and po- 
litical considerations that are inherent to 
the negotiations. 


Education system’s bright sides 


PETER Wallace, in his paper “Where to the 
Philippines?” cites the “sad statistics of the 
status of education” in the Philippines: 1.7 
million 7 to 12-year-olds are not in school be- 
cause of poverty, 60-110 actual class size 
against the ideal of 25, 10 years spent in ele- 
mentary (in other countries, 12), $170 aver- 
age govemment spending per student vs 
$450 in Thailand and $930 in Malaysia, P22 
billion lost in overpriced materials. He also 
lists the dropout rates: 33% in primary school, 
30% in high school, and 73% in college. 

As an incurable optimist, 1 will draw the 
bright sides of our educational system. In the 
current school year, the enrollment in public 
and private schools is 12,982,349 in elemen- 
tary, 6,270,208 in high school, 2,426,976 in 
college. Total: 21,679,533. How many coun- 
tries in the whole wide world have one-fourth 
ofits population in school? Singapore's entire 
population can be accommodated quite nice- 
ly in our colleges and universities. 

n 2002, 383,839 graduated from our col- 
leges and universities, earning degrees as var- 
ied as agriculture, engineering, mathematics, 
mass communications, law, medicine, nurs- 
ing, and so forth. Can any country nearby 
match that? 

In number of schools, there are 41,688 ele- 
mentary, 9,981 high school, and 1,735 col- 
leges and universities. Can any country near- 
by match this infrastructure? 

їп the public schools alone, there are 
337,082 teachers in elementary, and 120,685 
in high school. The total of 457,767 is more 
than twice the number of soldiers and sailors 
inthe Armed Forces. 

At the university level, the areas of study 
have expanded tremendously. For example, 
50 years ago, there were only two Filipino ac- 
tuaries. If you wanted to study actuarial sci- 
ence, you had to go abroad. Today, the course 
is offered in UR UST and La Salle. There are 
пом:160 members of the Philippine Actuarial 
Society, the women oumumbering the men. 

Of course, there has never been enough 
government money for education, leading to 
а perennial lack of books and equipment. 
There will never be enough. But since the 
Commonwealth era before World War Il, the 
‘budget for education has always been much 
bigger than for national defense. This statis- 
tic becomes more significant today when we 
consider that the government has to deal 
with two rebellions, the NPA and the MILE 
not to mention the Abu Sayyaf. 

If there is one word to describe our educa- 
tional system, it is "accessible. If the parents, 
no matter where they may be living, want 
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their child io getan education, there is always 
a school nearby. 

Take the case of the folk in Barrio Panicua- 
son, up in the foothills of Mount Isarog and 
14 Kilometers from downtown Naga City Be- 
yond Panicuason is virgin forest. In this edge 
‘ofthe world, all the kids attend a public grade 
school. The facilities are spartan, but the 
school is right next door and the tuition is 
free. Nearby, the Seventh Day Adventists have 
a small high school and agricultural college. A 
kilometer down the road, in the next baran- 
gay is a public high school. Halfway to Naga 
City, the Ateneo has just opened a spanking 
P400 million high school campus. In down- 
town, there are three universities, Ateneo de 
Naga, Santa Isabel, Nueva Caceres and Naga 
College. In all, there are 146 schools in Naga. 
Just outside Naga there is a private nautical 
School and a public agricultural college. 

Of course, a good education is expensive: 
Butin Naga, as in many parts of the country 
ifa child is bright enough, there are scholar- 
ships available all the way to the university 

My compadre, Atoy and his wife Ela, 
raised their eight kids in Panicuason. The ap- 
ple of their eye is Rolando who earned a col- 
lege degree in Naga. He san officer, probably 
a major by now, in the Philippine Air Force. 

I think the deterioration of the educational 
system is exaggerated. Eight million of the 
products of the system are working abroad. 
‘There are 250,000 Filipinos helping man the 
worldwide maritime industry. There is hardly 
a hospital in the US and Canada that does not 
have a Filipino nurse and a Filipino doctor. 
Our nurses are all over the world, and the in- 
creasing demand for their services has led to 
a mushrooming of nursing schools across the 
land. We continue to provide the world with 
all sorts of professionals and technicians. 

In return, the Overseas Filipino Workers 
will send back this year, through official and 
unofficial channels, an estimated $21 billion. 
No country in Southeast Asia comes close. 

Sure, there sa lotto be done to improve our 
educational system. Also, there is the challenge 


of information Technology But let us stop look- ^ 
ch 


ing behind our backs to see if anybody is 
ing up. Let us just keep our feet firmly on the 
ground and our eyes fixed on the future, 


175 RP goods included 
in China trade program 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


CHINA has approved the final list of 
175 Philippine commodities for inclu- 
sion in its Early Harvest Program, in 
line with the free trade agreement the 
Philippines is negotiating with China, 
an official of the Department of Agri- 
culture said. 

Agriculture Undersecretary Segfre- 
do Serrano said Chinese government. 
officials has accepted the country's of- 
fer to trim down the proposed num- 
ber of products to 175. The products 
include Philippine agriculture export 
winners such as coconut oil, bananas, 
‘mangoes and pineapples. 

But Serrano clarified that "vegeta- 
bles are excluded from the final list.” 

Beginning next year, a gradual 
phase down of tariff lines will be im- 
plemented by both China and the 
Philippines. By 2006, exports of both 


countries will be slapped a zero-per- 
cent duty. 

The Philippines did not include 
vegetable, pork, chicken, rice and 
corn products, to protect the local 
farmers and producers. 

China has come up with the Early 
Harvest Program to give members of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations advance low-tariff entry to йз 
market before free trade agreements 
come into effect. 

However, China has insisted on full 
reciprocity—that Asean countries 
give China the same privileged access 
to Asean markets. 

“The Early Harvest Package would 
definitely be beneficial to the big ex- 
porters, such as the bananas and 
pineapple plantations here,” Serrano 
said, “But we must emphasize that the 
small producers, like the vegetable 
producers, stand to risk much." 


Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap 
said Philippine producers now had 
a chance to catch up with their 
Asean counterparts after losing 
much of the Chinese market since 
the Early Harvest Program started 
in March 2003. 

‘The Cabinet-level Tariff and Relat- 
ed Matters Committee earlier voted 
to reject the Philippines’ entry to the 
Early Harvest Program because of 
China's insistence on limiting the pro- 
gram to Chapters 1 to 8 of its tari 
code. That section covers unpro- 
cessed agricultural products, 

The Philippines then resubmitted 
its list of products for inclusion in the 
Early Harvest Program last June. 

DA officials then successfully nego- 
tiated with China to widen the prod- 
wctsectors that would be granted pre- 
ferred duty access to the Chinese 
market. 


Stockholders recoup investments in ULCI 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


INVESTORS of the Universal Leisure. 
Club Inc. recently recovered a portion. 
of their investments after acquiring 
one of the club's land assets, sources 
told the Inquires. 

This was after the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) allowed 
the investors to collect from the com- 
pany. 

Maricel Lopez, legal counsel for 
the complainants told the Ingumer 
that under a writ of execution issued 
by the SEC on Aug. 3, the investors 
were able to acquire 140 hectares of 
ULCI land in Tanay, Rizal. The land 
was valued at roughly P280 million. 

said the investors, who num- 
ber between 898 and 2,054, would 
continue to run after the assets of ULCI 
and its affiliates after the company 
failed to fulfil its obligation. 

Last March 2002, 71 investors of 
ULCI wrote the SEC about “alleged 


massive fraud” that involved the sale 
of roughly P2 billion worth of ULCI 
securities. 

The complaining investors then 
asked the Commission to conduct an 
investigation and to file a criminal 
complaint against ULCI. 

In October 2003, the SEC's Compli- 
ance and Enforcement Department 
reported that, based on their investi- 
gation, the club was “guilty of fraud.” 
The CED learned that ULCI only com- 
pleted two out of five projects. These 
меге the Palm Bay Beach Club at 
Puerto Galera and the Universal Busi- 
ness Club in Equitable Bank Tower, 
Paseo de Roxas. 

Three proposed projects—the Uni- 
versal Sports Club, the Club High- 
lands Batulao and the Tanay Moun- 
tain Spa—were not finished. The SEC 
said that the club failed to disclose 
that some properties acquired for the 
development of the projects were ei- 
ther mortgaged or attached before it 


issued its prospectus. 

Such omissions in the prospectus 
were considered to be fraudulent, ac- 
cording to the Commission. The SEC 
unit then recommended that the 
club's permit to sell securities be re- 
voked. 

Last January, the SEC revoked 
ULCT's permit to sell securities. UL- 
CI failed to petition the SEC to re- 
consider its decision within a spe- 
cific period. 

On June 28, the SEC published a 
notice that the company’s permit to 
sell securities was revoked and that it 
should return all payments of buyers 
of its securities within ten days from 
the publication of the notice. The no- 
tice was received by the company on 
July5. 

After the ULCI failed to petition the 
commission for reconsideration of 
the order and the Court of Appeals for 
review, the SEC order became final 
and executory. 


MindanaWorld 


Still no takers for the treasurer’s post, says DOF 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Finance 
is having a hard time looking for 
someone to replace former Na- 
tional Treasurer Mina Figueroa, 
as candidates for the top Bureau 
of Treasury position, have either 
declined or ate cold to the offer, 
according to a DOF official 
Finance Secretary Juanita 


‘Amatong said she had not yet 
made any formal recbmmen- 
dation to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo because none of her 
candidates had accepted the 
vacancy in the Treasury, an at- 
tached agency of the Finance 
department. 

"Tm talking to several people, 
all of whom have a good back- 
ground on matters involving the 


clined the offer. 


‘Treasury, and whom I think can 
serve the office well," said Ama- 
tong in an ambush interview 
“But | cannot submit their 
mames for recommendation if 
they have not agreed yet.” 
Amatong earlier said that 
she had offered the job to a 
banker named Cesar Zulueta. 
She said that Zulueta later de- 


The finance chief said she 
had asked three more people to 
take the job, but none of them 
had responded. 

According to DOF officials, it 
was nota surprise that the gov- 
ernment is having difficulty 
looking for Figueroa's replace- 
ment because of the rigors that 
the job entails 

"Its not an easy job because 
you have to know how to deal 


(and) the salary is not very at- 
active. 

Figueroa, whose resignation 
took effect Oct. 16, had said 
she resigned because of “per- 
sonal deficit.” 

Figueroa, who used to work 
in private banks, declined to say 
how much salary she was re- 
ceiving. Bur she did admit that 
she needed a higher-paying job 
because her savings had been 
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with the marker,” said one fi- 
nance official. “The job is hard 


depleted since she entered gov- 
emment service in 2001. 


much sought-after Motivational Speaker ia the country today shares his 
POWERFUL & INSPIRING THOUGHTS abou... 


“Being The Best YOU 
Can Ever Be!” 


KEY TOPICS : 

4 Poverty sa choice! 

4 Mistakes are necessary 
to learning & экс. ай 

е Make your mind your frend, 
not your enemy! 

v Don't irrigate negative thoughts 
They grow incredibly fast 

There's so mach surance 
around you. Just look! 

< Wach how the Masters do 

Y Dare 1 be the "best" 
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Growth with Equity in Mindanao (GEM) Pro- 
gram has helped thousands of former Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) combat- 
ants tum to seaweed farming. 


Seaweed congress 

Main export markets are the US, France, 
Denmark, Holland, Korea, China and Hong 
Kong, but competition is growing and the in- 
dustry must continue to innovate. At the recent 
Sth Seaweed Congress held in Zamboanga City, 
over 200 producers, traders, processors and ex- 
porters, as well as concerned government agen- 
ies all vowed to work together to meet the 
growing local and global demand. 

At the congress, experts gave updates on the 
international markets, environmental concerns, 
technologies for cultivating new seaweed vari- 
etes and preventing disease. Siap Secretary 
General Oscar Monzales sounded minor alarm 
bells by saying that this years production in- 
crease is only 10 percent ofthe projected growth. 
То boost production, participants presented res- 
lutions directed at both government and pri- 
vate sector to develop new production areas and 
provide support facilities such as seaweed 
seedling banks and nurseries, The congress was 
organized by the Western Mindanao Seaweed 
Industry Development Foundation in coordina- 
tion with the Seaweed Inter-Agency task force, 
supported by the GEM program. 


Improving lives 

А week ago, the Export Development Coun- 
cil, where 1 also sit representing the Mindanao 
Region, had the opportunity to present to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo the job generation and 
export development plan. That plan calls for the 
allocation of 2 million hectares for seaweeds 
and this will be with the support of the LGUs 
and the Department of Agriculture. Indeed, the 
seaweed has come a long way and has become 
notonlya key ingredient in your food and drink 
but, more importantly, in improving lives and 
communities in Mindanao. 

(ой llagan-Bian is a strong advocate for Min- 
danao; she is a member of the Export Develop- 
ment Council and former chair of the Mindanao 
Business Council ; she is vice chair of the Min- 
danao Commission of Women and National Corn. 
Board; chair of the Mindanao TVET Association. 
Email comments to jojibian2@yahoo.com) 
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PAL, CebuPac 
to share new 
Japan flights 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE ADDITIONAL air rights to Japan, partic- 
ularly to Nagoya, will be equally divided be- 
tween Philippine Air Lines and Cebu Air Pacif- 
ic, according to the Civil Aeronautics Board. 

; „CAB executive director Tomas Manalac said 

‘there were enough new flight entitlements to 
Japan to be shared by the the two competing 
airlines. Both PAL and Cebu Pacific wanted to fly 

_ to Nagoya four times weekly starting February. 

“Out of the 14 coefficients that Japan had 

, granted, the board will likely give seven to 
PAL and seven to Cebu Pacific. There is 

* enough for both of them,” said the CAB chief. 

Manalac said the CAB was not likely to give 
‘any entitlementto the two cargo carters that also 

"asked the board's go-ahead to fly to Japan. These 
are Pacific East Asia Cargo of Lucio Tan's MacroA- 
sia Corp. and another firm called Asia Overnight. 

"The Japanese government requires a 

7 strong track record for those that will be given 

ntitlements. We prefer airlines that are not 
wet leasing. In this sense, the application of 

“the cargo carriers may have some problems," 

"said the CAB chief. 

Of the 14 Japan coefficients, seven are spe- 

+ fic for Osaka and seven are for other desti- 
nations in Japan, except Tokyo. 

“Japan is an important destination to local 

Airlines because it is the Philippines’ second 

largest source of foreign arrivals next to the 
>United States. 

PAL president Jaime Bautista said the flag 

"carrier would like to fly four times weekly to 
Nagoya once the new international airport 

"opens in February. 

*'' Cebu Pacific general manager Danilo Moji- 
са said the Gokongwei airline also wanted to 
mount four weekly flights to Nagoya and 
three weekly flights to Osaka. 

Cebu Pacific said it had been asking the 
САВ to allow it to fly to Japan but all the coef- 
ficients had been granted to PAL. 

PAL flies weekly to Osaka, Tokyo, Fukuoka 
‘and Okinawa in Japan. 

Close to 300,000 Japanese visitors come to 
the Philippines yearly. About 170,000 over- 

~iseas Filipino workers commute between the 
two countries yearly. 


CAP gets P50M 
in fresh funds 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


A MEMBER of the Sobrepeiia family, che major 
stockholder of College Assurance Plan Philip- 
pines, recently infused P50 million in cash into 
CAP's trust fund, sources told the INQUIRER. 

‘The amount will be used to partly address 
the company's trust fund liabilities. 

‘Asked whether the company was insolvent, Se- 

“curties and Exchange Commission Chair Fe Barin 
said: "I will not go as far as saying it is insolvent 
butitis able to meet its obligations this time.” 

In the first half of the year, CAP recorded a 
net loss of P1.68 billion, 398 percent more 

“than the net loss of P330 million in the same 
period last year 

CAP said the losses was due to the amorti- 

“zation of actuarial reserve liabilities. 

‘The company said its ARL amortization had 
reached P1.43 billion this year. The company ex- 

"pects to mitigate its losses by increasing its trust 
fund assets through the subscription by the prop- 
“erty investor to its preferred shares issuance, 

‘The SEC earlier said CAP was not able to 

. make adequate trust fund deposits from col- 

“lections from its old plans. The deficiency in 

„trust fund deposits based on actual collec- 
tions for old plans hit P111.5 million. The ac- 

cumulated deficiency including new plans 
stood at P201.8 million from March to June. 

‘The company said it would correct the defi- 

‚ ciency and deposit the equivalent amount in 
the trust fund. It has yet to report whether it 
, has met these requirements. 

САР earlier planned to increase its capital 
to between P6.2 billion and P6.3 billion to 
cover for additional shares to be issued to its 
Jocal investor. 


GOINGS-ON 
Singapore retail expo 


ASIAS most comprehensive event tor the retal in- 
‘dustry, RITE 2004, i al set for another impressive 
showing at Suntec Singapore on Oct. 27-29 this year. 

RITE2004 wil gather more than 8,000 trade 
visitors—including top international retailers, Im- 
porters, and distributors. Further raising the 
benchmark of the show is the strong support 
“irom Singapore Manufacturers’ Federation, 

PRING Singapore, and several retailers’ associ- 
ations from Malaysia, Indonesia, New Zealand, 
‘Thailand and the Philippines. 

The avent will provide manufacturers and sup- 

+ pliers a major platform to connect with significant 
buyers and seek out new markets. 


Smart in AIA finals 

SMART Communications Inc. made Itt the fl- 
hals of the 7th Aslan Innovation Awards (AIA) 
presented by Asia's premier business magazine, 
the Far Eastern Economic Review. 

‘Smart is the only Philippine company that 
made tto th top 12, out of B4 entries that came 
from Singapore, Hong Kong, India, Australia, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Taiwan and Thailand. 

The Far Eastern Economic Review's Asian Inno- 
vation Awards Is touted as Asia's premier honor 
for companies and individuals who come up with 
new deas, mathods or technologies, or apply ex- 
isting knowledge in creative, new ways to Improve 
the quality of life or enhance productivity, 
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" BUSINESS osonro a 
Global group meets conditions 


of NSC steel complex acquisition 


THE GLOBAL group, a unit of India's Is- 
pat steel industries, said it had complet- 
ей on Oct, 15 the requirements for the 
P13.25-billion acquisition of National 
Steel Corp.'s steel complex in Шап 
City. 

Special purpose vehicles Global 
Steelworks International Inc.—Glob- 
al group's operating unit—and Glob- 
al Ispat Holdings Inc.—the group's 
land-owning unit—completed the fi- 
mal exchange of documents as re- 
quired by two agreements signed last 
Sept 10. 

These are the asset purchase agree- 
ment or the commercial terms of the 
sale and purchase of the steel com- 
plex, and the omnibus agreement, 
which represents the security inter- 


ests of the creditors. 

Under the second agreement, Philip- 
pine National Bank-trust banking group 
was appointed the facility agent and 
collateral trustee for the entire P13.25- 
billion transaction. 

The first installment worth P1 billion 
was put in escrow in Sept. 10. 

GSII president Sushant Das said the 
Global group released to NSC credi- 
tors and liquidator the amount follow- 
ing the completion of the require- 
ments. 

The amount is to be paid in full with- 
in eight years with the next installment. 
due on Oct. 15, 200: 

‘The transaction is covered by the SPV 
Jaw, which grants tax exemptions privi- 
leges to SPVs that acquire or invest in 


‘non-performing assets. NSC shut down 
its Iligan plant in 1999 due to financial 
problems. : 

Aside from Global's obligations, 
other necessary approvals and com- 
mitments secured and met included 
those with the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, National Power Corp. 
and the logal government of ligan 
City. 

For instance, the transacting parties 
needed a certification from the BSP that 
they are eligible for SPV incentives. 
They also agreed with Iligan City on a 
schedule of payments of NSC's unpaid 
taxes. 3 

“With this development, full com- 
mercial operations will now start,” 


sts 
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Das said. 

The official added that the clo- 
sure of the deal paved the way for 
the release of the working capital 
funding that would enable GSTI to 
substantially build up the Шап op- 
eration. 

The Global group earlier said it 
‘wanted to reach in the next six months 
а production output level of a million 
metric tons and Бу end-2005 2 million 
tons. 

The Iligan steel mill hasa rated ca- 
pacity of producing 1.2 million tons 
a year steel products including hot- 
rolled coils and plates, cold-rolled 
coils and plates, tinplates and bil- 
lets. Ronnel W. Domingo, Elizabeth 
Sanchez 
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, BSP seeks 
Roland 85656 authority 


The No. 1 Choice of Signmakers around the World. 
over SLAS 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas is seeking 
ап amendment to its charter that would en- 
able it to penalize erring non-stock savings 
and loan associations, 

* - Ап official said the BSP institution had 


лен * talked to the Confederation of Non-Stock Sav- 
Vinyl sticker cutting business offers many profitable эш. тё: 723-0801 to 10, 726-3881 1098 | ings and Loan Associations, which agreed to 
жашка a I opere qe [Gr ai 3 pol para ERA E industry to the closer supervision 
— = — -— ou of the BSR. 
Stt спир etwas, E os NU арго, TEAM GRAPHICS Wwvtlgretcomph The BSP sought the expanded authority as 
it could not shut down or penalize savings 
and loan associations that go bankrupt. 

The BSP could only examine, but not im- 
pose sanctions. 

The BSP also has to go through a tedious 
process before it could close a troubled SLA 
and appoint a receiver. 

At present, the official said the BSP could 
only exercise “moral suasion” in handling 
erring savings and loan associations. 

‘The BSP used to have the power to sanction 
SLAs, but was removed in the 1990s. 

‘The non-stock savings and loan associations 
sought greater independence from the BSP on 
grounds that they were not like regular banks. 

There are about 80 non-stock savings and 
loan associations in the country, of which six 
are organized for the members of the Armed 
Forces ofthe Philippines. 

Non-stock savings and loan associations 
are corporations organized primarily for the 
mutual self-help of members that belong to a 
well-defined group. 

These entities are not authorized to trans- 
act business with the general public as they 
are engaged in the business of accumulating 
the savings of the members. 

Their role is to provide personal finance 
and long-term financing for home-building 
and development of its members. 

These entities are supervised by the BSP in 
accordance with the provisions of Republic 
Act No. 3779. 


PSALM to hire 
firm to value 
Transco deal 


By Abigail L. Ho 
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THE POWER Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp. (PSALM) has sought the 
services of an independent financial valuator, 
in preparation for the public auction of the 
National Transmission Corp. concession con- 
tract. 

‘The firm would be tasked to come up with 
an “impartial and independent” financial v 
uation that would be the basis for deter 
ing the value of the Transco concession, 
PSALM bids and awards committee chair 
Ruben Reinoso Jr. said in the bid notice for the 
revaluation contract 

Letters of intent should be hand-carried to 
the PSALM office by Oct. 27 аз а pre-selection 
conference would be held Nov. 3. 

Apart from the Transco concession,’ the 
third-party valuator should also come up with 
valuations for 17 power generation assets, 
which are producing more than 100 
megawatts of electricity, of the National Pow- 
er Corp. 

The business of managing and operating 
the country's national power grid had earlier 
been valued at $2 billion, not considering the 
current economic and political risks involved 
in conducting business here. 

But during recently scrapped discussions 
with four consortia interested in acquiring the 
Transco concession, the highest bid for the 
25-year agreement was placed at $3.4 billion, 
made by the Electricity Generating Authority 
of Thailand (Egat)-led Thai-Filipino group. 
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FirstPac in talks with potential 
partners in RP infra projects 


Ву Clarissa S. Batino giants Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co. and Smart Com- 
munications Inc. 

Talks about investors coming in 
Metro Pacific surfaced last week af- 
ter First Pacific sold about 5 percent 
of its stake in the Philippine sub- 
ssidiary. After the sale of the 5 per- 
cent, a block of Metro Pacific shares 
were crossed by the same broker 
that handled the first transaction. 

Pangilinan, however, said it 
‘was not First Pacific that sold the 
succeeding block. 

"It was not First Pacific. Other- 
wise, we would have disclosed 
it," he said. 

Pangilinan said in late August 
that First Pacific would like to in- 
crease its stake in the Indonesian- 
controlled company that operates 
the Skyway. He said his group also 
wanted to participate in the integra- 
tion of the South Luzon Expressway 
all the way to the Batangas port. 

The upgrade of the Slex and its 


IFIRST Pacific Co. Ltd is holding 
{talks with potential investors in 
"Philippine infrastructure pro- 
jects, particularly the upgra 

‘of the Skyway and the integration 
jofthe South Luzon road network. 
| The prospective investors may 
come in through investments in 
„Metro Pacific or in another First 
"Pacific affiliate, said First Pacific 
‘managing director Manuel 
{Pangilinan in an interview. 

1 ЭГ would like to see Metro Pa- 
cific realize its full potential,” 
!Pahgilinan said. 

Metro Pacific is also reportedly in- 
terested їп running the National 
Power Corp.'s transmission company. 

“We are considering various 
"options," said Pangilinan, when 
‘asked whether there were ongo- 
‘ing talks with investors for the 
‘said infrastructure projects. 

Pangilinan also chairs telecom 
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integration with the South Tollway 
Arterial Road or Star in Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas, isa joint venture project. 
of the Philippine National Con- 
struction Corp. and the Hopewell 
Grown Infrastructure Inc. 
Pangilinan said he wanted the 
Skyway project to be a joint ven- 
ture between First Pacific and the 
Indonesian company that operates 
the 9.3-klometer elevated high- 
way from Magallanes to Bicutan. 
The Skyway is a joint venture 
between state-owned PNCC and 
Indonesian firm PT. Citra Lam- 
toro Gung Persada through Citra 
Metro Manila Tollways Corp. 
Metro Pacific owns only 10 per- 
cent of Citra Metro Manila Toll- 
ways Corp. through Metro Strate- 
gic Infrastructure Holdings Inc. 
Pangilinan said the South Luzon 
highway project would entail three 
major capital expenditure items. 
He said P10 billion would be need- 
ей to connect the major arterial 


highways from Alabang to Calam- 
baand Calamba to Sta. Rosa. 

Another P25 bilion will be spent 
for the integration of Lipa to Batan- 
заз port, according to the First Pacific 
executive. And a still undetermined 
amount would be needed to upgrade 
the existing Skyway and Slex. 

“Metro Pacific will take a more 
active role in the project. We are 
looking at a bigger equity partici- 
pation,” Pangilinan said earlier. 

“You have to have a total busi- 
ness plan to make it work. You 
can’t just approach the project 
like salami where you slice every- 
thing up," he added. 

First Pacific, a company that 
Pangilinan founded in the early - 
80s using the capital of Indone- 
аб Salim clan, has been planning 
to expand in the region through its 
telecom or food business. 

Inthe Philippines, he said First 
Pacific’s interests would be in 
telecom and infrastructure. 
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Commercial banks’ 
lending up 5.5% 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


LENDING by the country’s com- 
mercial banks in August rose by 
5.5 percent from a year ago, the. 
fastest growth in at least two 
years, as the manufacturing sec- 
tors demand for loans picked up. 
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas reported that the outstand- 
ing loans extended by commer- 
cial banks amounted to P1.51 
trillion as of end-August, up 
from P1.43 trillion a year ago. 
The manufacturing sector 
gobbled up 27.5 percent of the 
loans during the period. The sec- 
tors borrowings grew by 15.6 
percent in August from a year 
ago, much higher than the 64 
percent annual growth in July. 
Lending to the manufactur- 
ing sector—which contributes 
about 70 percent of the coun- 
пуз industrial output and 
about a quarter of the domestic 
economy—grew by double- 


digit level for the first time 
since February 2002. 

Borrowings by financial in- 
stitutions, real estate and busi- 
mess services accounted for 
25.6 percent of the total. 

‘The community social and per- 
sonal services sector accounted or 
148 percent ofthe total while the 
wholesale/retail trade sector had 
ashare of 13.8 percent. 

Loans extended to the agri- 
culture, fisheries and forestry 
sector grew by 10.5 percent. 

The strong lending to the 
farm sector reflected the opti- 
mism fueled by the sector's ro- 
bust performance this year. 

The BSP report, however, not- 
ed а contraction in the banks" 
lending to mining and quanying, 
‘construction, transportation, stor- 
age and communication sectors. 

Опа monthly basis, commer- 
cial bank lending picked up by 
1.3 percent from P1.49 trillion 
in outstanding loans as of July. 


Railroading of North . . . 


building your house,” the source said. 


No bidding 

The most glaring aspect of the North Rail pro- 
ject is its award to CNMEC in December 2003 
without a bidding, which is mandatory for all 
public infrastructure projects under RA 9184, the 
Government Reform Procurement Act. 

National Economic and Development Au- 
thority director Ruben S. Reinoso Jr, in a pro- 
ject evaluation report dated June 10, 2003, 
recommended that North Rail "be subjected 
to a public bidding wherever feasible in line 
with the general policy of the government to 
encourage competition.” 

But a few months later, the Neda endorsed 
CNMEC's offer for North Rail without a bid- 
ding. NLRC said there was nó need to bid out 
the project since CNMEC had generously 
agreed to lower their offer price for the pro- 
ject from $696 million to $503.4 million 

Neda director-general Romulo Neri said 
that sincé North Rail would be bankrolled by 
a "tied loan" from China Eximbank, it was ex- 
‘empt from RA 9184. Neri explained thar this 
was normally a concession given to foreign 
lenders for the concessional terms they give. 

China Eximbank extended a $400-million loan. 
to the government at 3-percent interest rate to be 
paid over 20 years. (The balance of $103 million 
would be sourced from commercial banks.) 

The government found the China Exim- 


bank loan terms so generous that it has asked 
the bank to study if it could finance the sec- 
ond phase of North Rail that would bring the 
train system all the way to Clark. 

The terms might be soft compared to stan- 
dard commercial loans, but they were hardly 
concessional when stacked beside traditional 
lenders from Europe, the US and Japan. 

In 1999, the Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation offered the government 0.5-per- 
cent interest and up to 40 years repayment in 
the original North Rail project submitted by 
the Spanish Railway group. JBIC dumped the 
project after the government could not com- 
mit to clear the railroad path of squatters be- 
fore releasing the loan because of the lack of 
funds. Curiously, the government has ear- 
marked PS billion for right-of-way clearing to 
meet a similar demand by China Eximbank. 

The Inquinex source noted that Neri's argu- 
ment that a tied loan exempted a public pro- 
ject from bidding was only valid if the loan 
‘was obtained before the contract was signed. 

In North Кай case, ће loan was signed by Fi- 
nance Secretary Juanita Amatong and China Ex- 
imbank chair Yang Zilin in February this year ог 
two months after the project contract was inked 
between Cortez and CNMEC chair Ren Hongbin. 

Cortes said that the Chinese had insisted that 
the contract be signed before the loan agree- 
ment because they wanted to make sure that 
the government would go ahead with the pro- 
ject this time after negotiations with other inter- 
ested parties—such as the Spanish railway 
group and Cintec of China—bogged down. 

"The source said railroading the contract this 
way did not make good business sense for the 
government because it would be forced to swal- 
Jow all the terms to be imposed by the lender. 

Under the loan agreement, the Philippines 
agreed “not to seek from the lender any kind 
of comparable terms and conditions stated or 
might be stated in agreements with other 
creditors"; to pay $800,000 in management 
fee (unusual for a concessional loan); to get 
the consent of a Chinese Process Agent before 
the release of any loans, and give a waiver 
agreeing to make China as the venue of any 
legal action. 


No engineering study 

Signing a building contract without a bank 
loan is bad enough but signing one without a 
blueprint is worse. 

The source said the government not only 
glossed over the RA 9184 public bidding re- 
quirements, italso ignored a provision requir- 
ing all projects to have a detailed engineering 
study that would enable the government 
know what it was getting for its money espe- 
cially for North Rail which was being done on 
a turnkey basis. 

The source said that NLRC might have the 
wrong notion that building a railroad was no 
different from buying a toy train set off the 
shelves that can run smoothly on any surface. 

The source said a railroad project required 
careful planning such as site survey, subsoil 
investigation and engineering design, all of 
which have yet to be undertaken long after 
the ink had dried on the North Rail contract. 

Former Socioeconomic Planning Secretary 
Felipe Medalla said the government has to 
take extra care in jumping into railroad pro- 
jects not only because of the huge borrowings 
involved but also because any mistakes made 
would be borne by the next generation that 
would use North Rail in its 30-year project life’ 
(the train will start running by 2007). 

The source said that government officials 
were also sloppy in finalizing the North Rail 
building contract, which contained onerous 
provisions in the contract price, terms of pay- 
ment, and settlement of disputes that veered 
sharply from the Fidic (International Federa- 
tion of Consulting Engineers), which sets the 
global standards observed by engineering- 
based consulting companies. 

The source questioned why the government. 
chose to sign a hybrid contract for the North 
Rail deal instead of sticking to the pure Fidic 
model that ensures fairness on both sides. "Be- 
ing a hybrid, the North Rail contract leaves a 
lot of room for interpretation, which leads to 
conflicts and disputes leading to arbitration. 
As a rule of thumb, whoever drafted the con- 
tract always gets his way," the engineer said. 
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From page BO 


The source cited as an example the determi- 
nation of cost adjustments. Under Clause 10 of 
the contract agreement, the contract price of 
$421.05 million “may be adjusted and validat- 
ed... provided there is a significant change or 
variation compared with the existing technical 
scheme in terms of scope and quantity of works 
and if ever requested by contractor (CNMEC)." 

The contract, however, did not state what 
жаз a significant change or variation that 
would warranta price adjustment. 

Under RA 9184, cost adjustments can only 
be claimed over a 10-percent variance from 
contract price. For example, ifthe price of ce- 
ment goes up by 12 percent during the course 
of the project, the contractor would only geta 
2-percent rebate. 

“The source cautioned against the deliberate 
vagueness of the contract's wording which could 
lead to an unlimited escalation in the contract 
price at the behest of the contractor. The source 
said that the $503-million price tag for North 
Rail was just the starting point of how much the 
project would set back the government. 

The terms of payment of the contract have 
been be stacked in favor of CNMEC, which de- 
manded a 5-percent downpayment on top of 
the 25-percent advance payment, an arrange- 
ment which the source found unusual. 

"The source explained that a downpayment 
was considered a part of the full payment or 
principal and was non-refundable whether the 
contractor performs or not. The source said an 
advance payment was preferred because it 
served as a non-interest loan from which the 
contractor draws upon. 

‘The contract also compels NLRC to make 
payments on materials that were not even on 
the site and without any guarantees or condi- 
tions. Under Fidic rules, payments should on- 
ly be made if the materials are already in the 
‘country and marked as employer's property; 
and only after the contractor has provided 
sufficient insurance and bank guarantees and 
it has properly stored on site and protected 
against loss, damage or deterioration. 

"The contract gives the government only 15 
days to evaluate and certify these billings 
(Fidic allots up to 56 days, including pay- 
ment). The source said it was impossible for 
the government to verify these cost items at 
such a short period of time. Other perks grant- 
ей by the government to CNMEC are exemp- 
tions from taxes, duties, and fees and the au- 
thority to hire Chinese labor. 

The source also questioned why the govern- 
‘ment agreed to go under the jurisdiction of the 
Hong Kong International Arbitration Center in 
Hong Kong in settling all disputes or controver- 
sies regarding the contract. “Isn't the govem- 
ment aware that Hong Kong is part of China?" 
asked the source. 


All systems go 

But NLRCs Cortez merely shrugged off these. 
criticisms as he declared that the loan agreement. 
and project contract were thoroughly reviewed. 
by the government economic and legal experts. 
Аз far as the government was concemed, Cortes 
said North Rail was "all systems go." 

Cortes said the government has started draw- 
ing on the China Eximbank loan and part of the 
initial proceeds would be used for the relocation. 
of 19,000 squater families along the Philippine 
National Railroad North-bound route starting 
next month. Cortes said that the relocation ex- 
penses should not be counted on the tab of North 
Rail because the relocation would have been 
done by the government whether the project was 
pushing through or not. 

То silence its critics, Cortes boasted that 
North Rail would be one of the few railroad 
projects in the world that would run prof- 
itably even without state subsidies. Based on 
estimates submitted to Neda, North Rail plans 
to charge a boarding fee of P10 and P1 per 
kilometer or an average fare of P33.70 per 
passenger. Cortes claimed North Rail was de- 
Signed to pay its borrowings on its own. 

‘But critic says this is just wishful thinking 
оп the part of the government. In its project. 
evaluation report, the Neda warned that 
“should North Rail ridership projections 
prove to be more optimistic than can be in re- 

ity, the government would have to provide 

10 sustain train operations if there be 
increases in the assumed interest rates.” 
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THE GOVERNMENT decided to extend the Ата to continue assisting the agriculture and 


fisheries sector in its modernization efforts. 


momoTo 


EO to extend perks 
to agri, fisheries firms 


By Michelle V. Remo 


MALACANANG is set to issue an executive or- 
der that will pave the way for the implemen- 
tation of the new Agriculture and Fisheries 
Modernization Act (Afma). 

‘The law extends the grant of duty-free im- 
port privileges to the agriculture and fisheries 
sector until 2015. 

According to a government source, Presi- 
‘dent Macapagal-Arroyo will sign the EO to- 
morrow, following deliberations by the board 
of the National Economic and Development 
Authority (Neda). 

‘The EO, the draft of which was prepared by 
the Department of Agriculture together with 
other concerned agencies, will serve as the 
implementing rules and regulations of Re- 
public Act No. 9281, or the law extending the 
‘Afma until 2015. 

‘The first Afma, or Republic Act No. 8435, 
was implemented during the Ramos adminis- 
tration and expired last year. 

The government decided to extend the Ата 
to continue assisting the agriculture and fish- 


cries sector in its modernization efforts. 
tiie 


The decision to extend the Afma came de- 
spite objections earlier raised by the Depart- 
ment of Finance. 

‘The DOF earlier said that loopholes in the 
old Afma might have been abused and result- 
ed in foregone revenue for the already cash- 
strapped government. 

The EO of the new Afma, however, will con- 
tain safeguards to ensure that the duty-free 
privileges would not be abused. 

‘The EO, for instance, will require importers 
of agriculcure and fisheries products to be cer- 
tified by the Department of Agriculture before 
they are allowed to avail themselves of the 
duty exemption. 

‘The Bureau of Customs earlier had no way 
of confirming whether the imports were real- 
ly used for agriculture or fisheries activities. 

The EO will also require that so-called im- 
port consolidators be identified. 

‘These consolidators gather import require- 
ments of small agriculture and fisheries firms 
that cannot afford to import on their own. 

The source said a major flaw of the old Afma 
маз thatthe duty free exemptions were enjoyed 
mostly by big companies, like San Miguel Corp. 


Cityland to issue P750M 


in short-term 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


PROPERTY developer Cityland Development 
Corp. is set to issue P750 million worth of 
short-term commercial papers to pay debts 
and bankroll real estate projects. 

Cityland has sought approval from the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to 
register roughly P635 million in STCPS. 

Its subsidiary, City & Land Developers Inc., 
is registering another P115 million in short 
term debt paper. 

Cityland will use the bulk of the proceeds 
to pay P363.5 million in loans due Amalga. 
mated Bancorporation, China Banking Corp. 
and the Philippine Commercial Capital Inc. 

Part of the proceeds will also be used to 
fund its residential and commercial condo- 


DoF allows BIR 


THE DEPARTMENT of Finance will allow the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue to appoint a chief 
operating office, who will assume part of the 
responsibilities of BIR Commissioner Guiller- 
mo Parayno Jr. 

Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong said 
that if the BIR believed that it would function 
better with two heads, then Malacafiang 
should accept the suggestion and appoint a 
COO for the BIR. 

She agreed that the BIR should be allowed 
to implement changes to improve its efficien- 
су, especially now that the government is 
faced with a serious fiscal problem. 

“Не (Parayno) knows the BIR better than 
ме do. If he thinks the BIR could raise more 
revenue with his proposal, then the DOF will 
not oppose it,” Amatong told reporters in an 
ambush interview last week. 

‘The DOF is the head agency ofthe BIR. 

Parayno earlier expressed his desire to get 
some help with what he described as his over- 
whelming tasks at the BIR. 

He suggested that President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo appoint a COO for the BIR, who will han- 
die the task of collecting taxes. 

Parayno, on the other hand, will focus on 
developing systems and programs to improve 


debt notes 


minium projects, Cityland Makati Executive 
‘Tower I and II and Corinthian Executive Re- 
gency. 

Cityland’s subsidiary City & Land, mean- 
while, plans to use the funds to partly settle 
debts with Philippine Commercial Capital 
Inc. 

City & Land will also use part of the funds 
to complete its 34-storey Vito Cruz Tower 2 
project, a residential and commercial condo- 
minium along Malate. 

The project, launched in 2002, is a joint 
venture between City & Land and its sister 
firm, Cityland Inc. 

Cityland owns 50.6 percent of City & Land. 
City & Land developed residential units in 
Parafiaque, including single-detached hous- 
es, townhouses and condominiums. 


to appoint COO 


the BIR'sefficiency in tax collection. 

Parayno shared his suggestion of having 
two heads for the BIR months after he was re- 
ported to have submitted his resignation to 
Malacafiang, 

“Iam not proposing this because I want to 
run away from the government's fiscal prob- 
lems, but because I understand what is 
needed to make the BIR better,” he told re- 
porters. 

He earlier said he wanted to resign as he 
believed his capabilities were not up to the 
challenge of improving the BIR's revenue col- 
lection and rid it of corruption. 

President Arroyo, however, did not accept 
his resignation. 

The BIR accounts for about 80 percent of 
the national government's revenue collection. 
It is therefore hard-pressed to increase tax 
collection to help wipe out the government's 
gaping budget deficit. 

‘The BIR is tasked to collect P477 billion this 
year, or 12 percent higher than its collections 
lastyear. 

"The national governments budget deficit is 
expected to stand at P197.8 billion by the end of 
the year, while its debt has already reached P3.5 
trillion asofthefirst half. Michelle V Remo 


BSP okays insurance cover ... 


From page B7 


the closure of Banco Filipino. 

Reyes said these would complement the 
BSP's petition for improved authority to regu- 
late the banking system. 

‘The International Monetary Fund, in its lat- 
est country assessment, said Philippine bank- 
ing regulators must adopt a “more forceful” 
strategy to clean up the banking system. The 
components of this proposed strategy are: 

* Enhancing the legal and regulatory 
framework to enable supervisors to exert 
greater pressure on banks, such as ensuring 


adequate legal protection and enabling them 
to write down banks’ shareholder capital; 

* Making a thorough diagnosis of the 
banking system and applying these to individ- 
ual bank portfolios based on international ac- 
‘counting standards, with particular attention 
to the valuation of loans and foreclosed as- 
sets, connected lending and the condition of 
state-owned banks and 

* Implementing a restructuring strategy 
whereby non-viable banks are liquidated or 
merged with viable banks, while viable but un- 
dercapitalized banks are allowed ап adjust- 
ment period to come up with fresh capital. 
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5th Asean skills tilt gives [7 


RP bronze in IT category 


THE STH Asean Skills Competition 
held in Hanoi, Vietnam culminated 
Sept. 30 with the Philippines’ infor- 
mation technology representative 
Jonathan M. Mariano of AMA Com- 
puter Learning Center-Malolos suc- 
cessfully bagging the bronze medal 
for third place, while Renelou B. Es- 
peranzate got a diploma for Sth 
place. 

‘The performance of the country’s 
IT team was boosted by the full sup- 
port given by the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority 
(Tesda), headed by newly installed 
diréctor general Augusto “Boboy” 
Syjuco, as it strives tó fulfill its man- 
daté to encourage the full participa- 
Чоп of and mobilize various indus- 
tries, ‘especially technical-vocational 
institutions, in the skills development 
of the country's human resources. 

Mariano is a senior student of 
ACLC-Malolos taking up Computer 


System Design and Programming 
(CSDP). He bested 16 regional cham- 
pions to win the gold in the informa- 
tion technology (IT) software appli- 
cations event of the 11th National 
Skills Competition of the Tesda held 
March 2004 in Naga City, Bicol. 

“We are elated by the world-class 
performance of AMAS representa- 
tives to the Sth Asean Skills Competi- 
tion, especially Mariano. His latest 
accomplishment proves that, indeed, 
АСІС is on the right path in our pur- 
suit of providing excellent computer- 
based education to students nation- 
wide," said ACLC vice president 
Charles Sullivan. 

On hand during the competition 
were Augusto A. Capio, Tesda exect 
tive director, Fortunato M. Bosangi 
Tesda provincial director, Hilario Р 
Martinez, Tesda regional director, Fe- 
lipe T. Torres, GBFTTC director; Nelie 
A. Llovido, Tesda, Amel Е Hibo, AMA 


vice president; Zeus Р Ampuyas, Tes- 
da XII-OIC, regional director; Julio R 
‘Agarano, Tesda XII-provincial direc- 
tor 

More than a hundred contestants 
from other Asean member countries 
competed in the 9 trade areas where 
the Philippines participated. Among 
these were IT software application 
where the country clinched the 
bronze and Sth place, respectively, 
computer aided drafting and design 
(CAD), automobile technology 
where the silver and a diploma were 
won, welding, which produced a 
diploma, cookery, ladies’ dressmak- 
ing, which secured another diploma, 
commercial wiring, which clinched 
the gold and a diploma, electronic ap- 
plications, which bagged a silver, and 
restaurant service, which produced a 
diploma. International standards 
were used to measure the partici- 
pants’ performances. 


Obesity expert recommends 
behavior modification, drug therapy 


IN А world where undernourishment 
is still a big problem, it is ironic that 
clinicians are now baffled on how 
they can solve the problem of obesity. 

Professor John Foreyt, an expert on 
obesity from the Baylor College of 
Medicine, discussed the different 
methods by which obesity can be 
managed, focusing on the behavioral 
modifications on keeping the weight 
down. He was one of the invited lec- 
turers during the recent annual con- 
vention of the Philippine Association 
for the Study of Overweight and Obe- 
sity. 

“Behavior modification, although 
not an intervention in itself is a sys- 
tematic method for modifying eating, 
exercise of other behaviors that may 
contribute to or maintain obesity,” ex- 
plained Foreyt. He stressed that al- 
though patients are not always accu- 
rate in reporting their diet and exer- 
cise behaviors, the primary purpose 
of these is for patients to become 
more aware of their behaviors, which 
can be beneficial or detrimental to 
their weight management efforts. 

Obesity is primarily a lifestyle dis- 
‘ease associated with unhealthy diet 
and sedentary lifestyle. An obese in- 


dividual is at an increased risk of de- 
veloping serious health conditions 
like hypertension, diabetes, dyslipi- 
demia and coronary heart disease. 

Currently, nearly 65 percent of 
American adults are classified as 
overweight and 30.5 percent of these. 
meet the criterion for obesity. In the 
Philippines, the Food and Nutrition 
Research Institute estimates that five 
out of 10 adult Filipinos are obese. 

Behavior Modification strategies 
can be helpful for most obese pa- 
tients, However, to be able to guaran- 
tee long-term weight-loss maintes 
nance, Foreyt recommended the use 
of effective and safe drugs 

One class of weight-loss medica- 
tion is the noradrenergic drugs, 
which affect weight by appetite sup- 
pression. "When combined with di- 
etary program these drugs produced 
modest short-term net weight losses 
compared with dietary changes and 
placebo,” said.Foreyt. He added that 
the US Food and Drug Administra- 
tion has not allowed any of these 
drugs for the long-term treatment of 
obesity. 

‘Another drug is the fat blocker orli- 
stat, which has been approved by the 


US FDA for long-term use. In a study 
Foreyt participated in, published in 
the Journal of American Medical As- 
sociation, it was shown that patients 
treated with orlistat over a two-year 
period experienced significant im- 
provements in several health parame- 
ters. Treatment with orlistat was also 
associated with improvement in fast- 
ing-low-density lipoprotein. choles- 
terol (bad cholesterol) and insulin 
levels. 

In another study published in Dia- 
betes Care, obese patients with type 2 
diabetes receiving orlistat lost more 
weight than patients receiving place- 
bo. In addition, patients given orlistat 
plus diet-modification showed im- 
provements in blood sugar and 
cholesterol parameters. 

Foreyt emphasized that patients 
and physicians should focus on mak- 
ing lifestyle changes in small steps 
that lead to moderate and lasting 
weight losses. He also recommended 
that physicians develop continuous 
care programs emphasizing lifestyle 
modifications and use behavior modi- 
fication strategies in patients to have 
а successful long-term weight man- 
agement, 


NESTLE FOODSERVICES AT SM DASMARINAS OPENING 


Nestlé FoodServices, the ‘Total Solutions Provider’, 
Joined SM at the opening ofits newest mall in Das- 
mariñas, Cavite. Nestlé FoodServices was on hand 
to show its support to SM and to its business part- 


ners in the food industry. Show is Lani Mercado- 
Revilla (5th from left) together with Nestlé FoodSer- 
Vices executives headed by Manny Parroco, Nestlé 
FoodServices head, and other guests. 


PICS sets SME-IT Awards 
for int’l e-commerce event 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Internet Commerce Society 
(PICS) has kicked off its search for this year’s 
recipients of the prestigious SME-IT Excel- 
lence Awards, which will be conferred on the 
winners at the staging of the 3rd National E- 
Commerce Congress and Exhibit next month. 

‘The awards go to small and medium enter- 
prises (SMEs) that have adopted the best prac- 
tices in e-commerce and information technolo- 
gy (IT) to achieve various operating efficiencies. 
that improve their productivity and profitability. 

SMES are companies with assets ranging 
from P3 million to P15 million (for small enter- 
prises) and PIS million to P100 million (for 
medium). 

In terms of personnel, small enterprises are 
those with 10 to 99 employees, while medium 
with 100 to 199. 

Nominations for the awards must be emailed 
to PICS vice president for technology Robert B. 
Gantuangco through bgantuangcoQinq7.net 
Gantuangco heads the PICS' SME-IT Excellence 
Awards committee. 

“Assessment of nominees will be based on 
four major domains that comprise our balanced 
scorecard, or BSC, a recently developed strate- 
gic management system that enables businesses 
todrive their strategies in measurable terms and 
conduct follow-ups,” Gantuangco said. 

The four domains are financial measure- 

customer orientation, effectiveness and 
efficiency of internal processes, and innovation 
and leaming. 

The PICS-SME Excellence Award is one of the 
major highlights of the 3rd National E-Com- 
merce Congress and Exhibit, which is slated ас 
the Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Intercontinen- 
tal, Makati City, on Nov. 18 and 19. 

‘The two-day event showcases the intera- 
tional and national economic significance of 
SMEs, and the need to bring them into the glob- 
al electronic loop. 

Including micro-enterprises, the SMEs ac- 
count for 99.6 percent of the country’s total 
number of enterprises and 70 percent of nation- 


al employment, but contribute only 32 percent. 
tothe total gross domestic product. 

In contrast, large companies representing big 
business account for only 0.4 percent of the 
country’s total number of enterprises and only 
30 percent of national employment, but con- 
tribute 68 percent to the GDP 

"Itis this wide discrepancy in productivity be- 
tween large companies and SMEs that we are. 
trying to address through automation or use of 
TT in various aspects of business operations,” 
said PICS president Mary Anne D. Tolentino. 

“їп Asia, for example, our SMEs rank relative- 
ly low in terms of employment and value- 
added, trailing South Korea, Japan, China and 
Indonesia by a wide margin,” Tolentino pointed 
ош. 

“So we are bringing in the best minds from 
various parts of the world to this intemational 
event to help beef up our SMEs in the field of 
mobile and e-commerce so as to raise their pro- 
ductivity, efficiency, and even sales," said this 
year’s conference chair Ramon D. Lizardo. 

“With the theme "Mobile and E-commerce 
Meet - The Winning Formula,’ the two-day 
event will bring together all the stakeholders of 
the industy-the telephone companies, mobile 
telecoms, content providers, business sector, 
end-users, the government, and all other sec- 
tors," Lizardo added. 

‘The event comprises a two-day e-commerce 
conference, a two-day exhibition on e-com- 
merce products, services and solutions, PICS 
and exhibitors networking night on Nov. 19, and 
corporate presentations, product launching and 
free Internet surfing 

More details on the event can be obtained 
from Fiera de Manila (899-6893, 896-0639, 
896-0637; e-mail fiera@info.com.ph; or log on 
to wwwifmi.com.ph, wwwpics.org.ph). 

The event is organized by PICS, managed by 
Fiera de Manila Inc, co-presented by Globe Tele- 
com Inc and sponsored by PLDT, Globe Quest, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, INQ7.net, Business 
Worldonline, and IT Update. 


Veltrup Technik high-pressure cleaning tech in RP 


А STATE-of-the-art cleaning technology has 


been established in the Philippines. Veltrup 
‘Technik Philippines Inc managed to convince 
high-profile customers in the chemical and 
petrochemical sector as well as the power in- 
dustry to apply declogging of pipelines by 
means of water only. 

‘The Roto-Fan system removes soft to hard 
incrustation from tubes and pipelines of any 
material (even PVC pipes) ranging from 10- 
5,000 meters over a length of up to 600 me- 
ters using only water with a pressure of up to. 
1,000 bars. 

Heat exchanger tubes as well as big 
pipelines have been declogged from oleo 
chemicals, polymers, asphalt, sulphur ce- 


ment, sulphur or silica. Introducing new 
equipment especially for heat exchangers has 
turned out to be successful, especially for heat 
exchangers where 1 mm of silica reduces the 
heat transfer by 50 percent resulting in con- 
siderable energy costs for customers, 

The Philippines is the world’s second 
largest geothermal power producer (1,848 
MW) next to the United States. The steam 
from wells up to 2,500 meters is separated 
from the water once it comes out of the 
ground. The water (or brine) is then reinject- 
ed into the reservoir in order to keep it alive. 
However, the hardness of the water silica de- 
posits settling over the years in the reinjection 
lines cause severe clogging 


Veltrup Technik agreed with PNOC-EDC оп а 
demonstration project in Palinpinon, Du- 
maguete/Southern Negros, which is the second 
largest geothermal production field supplying 
steam to NPC's power plants with a combined 
capacity of 180 MW. Silica from a reinjection 
line of 860-meter length with 24-inch diameter, 
including a number of bends and steep inclines 
was removed during a period of 12 days. The 
deposits were harder than cement and resulted 
in up to 100 kg of silica per meter of pipeline. 
The Roto-Fan system managed to clean an aver- 
age of 7.45 meters per hour compared to the 
present one meter per hour using the long year 
rig. The savings, not only in time but also in 
cleaning costs, were obvious. 


MALAYAN INSURANCE LAUDS BUSINESS PARTNERS 


In its recent business partners’ 
recognition night, non-lfe insurance 
leader Malayan Insurance Co gave 
out individual citations to its top. 
brokers and agents based on pro- 
duction in 2003. Hosted by comedi- 
an Leo Martinez, the evening had for 
its theme ‘GMA (Get More Ac- 
counts) for 2004" and formed part of 
Malayan's 75th anniversary celebra- 
tions. This year's sales drive, with its 


Pre-Christmas CD sale 


THERE will be a pre-Christmas CD sale from Oct. 27 to 29 at the 28th floor. 
о! Riffles Corporate Center, Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. The 
saleshowcases original albums of the best рор, А and B, hip-hop and jazz 
artits, hard-to-find compilation albums and various singles foras low as 
P20: The sale includes albums of artists such as Eminem, Blink 182, Jimi 
Heniirix, Bryan Adams, Sting, Barry White, The Carpenters, Styx, The Po- 
lice; Bee Gees, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Lighthouse Family, The Cure, Abba, 
Eric-Clapton, The Cranberries, U2, Elton John, Nelly, Ronan Keating, Tears 
for Fears, Bob Marley, Bjork, Bon Jovi, AI Jarreau, Lee Ritenoir, Louis Arm- 
strong, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Nikelback, 50 Cent, INXS, and more. 
The CD sale is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m, For inquiries, сай 916-2504 and 


Tooktor Lucile. 
Pre-Christmas fair 


BARGAIN hunters and shoppers must not miss the 11th Philippine Gifts, 
Toys, Houseware, Christmas Decors and Shopping Mart ongoing until Nov. 
7 at the Greenhills Shopping Complex. The 24-day trade fair , organized by 


slogan ‘Drive for 75', offers various 
prize packages including holiday 
trips, a Honda Civic and Isuzu 
Grosswind to lucky brokers and 
agents in a three-stage гаће, 
Shown are Malayan Insurance 2nd 
vice president Ma. Teresa B. Tiu, top 
5 brokers for 2003 awardee David 
Jacob of Marsh Philippines and 
Malayan insurance executive vice 
president William Y. Cua. 


WHEN going on weekend trips, a 
small box like Ocean 80 or 
Ocean 100 is often enough. If 
youre a mountain climber, a 


 yoduct Fires 


Ocean: made for new 
discoveries 


I 
your holiday luggage. 
Whichever model you choose, 
youl have an extremely well 
equipped box that’s easy to han- 


E WEE 


trekker or an extreme off road 
biker, you certainly need a 
longer model for your gear, like 
the Ocean 700. Additionally, the 
slim style of the longer boxes al- 
lows them to be combined with 
bike carriers or water sport carri- 
ers on the roof! 

Consequently, theres an Ocean 
for every occasion - whether 
you're off to the day nursery, gro- 
cery shopping or camping out 
with the family whether you 
need space for your golf bag or 


THE ULTIMATE in driving support 
is her 


dle. Thule Ocean offers a design 
with a lowered base well inte- 
grated with the shape of the 
sedan, an SUV or AUV. A com- 
pletely new type of snap mount- 
азу Snap-makes fitting the 
box incredibly easy. The cover 
opens and closes gently thanks 
to Thule's patented special sus- 
pension-Dual Force. Are you 
ready to make new discoveries? 
Make them with Thule Ocean. 
For inquiries visit 
‘wwwithule.com, 


Sports tuned seats 


lightweight tubular steel frame for 


comfort during long drives and pro- 
vides ample lumbar support during 
aggressive driving, Side bolsters keep 
you firmly planted on to the seat 
avoiding slippage, which allows for 
better on-road concentration, 

Concept One's sport seats are fully 
reclinable making them ideal for both 
street and competition use and for 
four-door to two-door applications, 
All seats are shown with built-in 
adaptors and racing four-point seat- 
belt harnesses. 

Shown are the STS variants (fore- 
ground) Monaco, (second row from 
100) Corsica and Sebring (red), (top 


Prime Asia Trade Planners and Convention Organizers (Patepco), wil give 
the chance for buyers to select much cheaper Items. On the other hand, 
manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors and other traders are also given 
the chance to showcase thelr other products and services. 


Boasting of a design and 
construction derived from racing 
technology, Concept One's Sport 
‘Tuner Seats (STS) feature a full 


durability and safery. 
‘A wrap around impact memory 
foam conforms to the driver's body 


from left): Indy (carbon black), Monaco (carbon black) and Indy (carbon 
red). For more information on how to rev up your cars interior, visit 
Wheel Gallery at the Kartek Center, Santolan Road, Greenhills, San Juan 
physiology for optimum driver_or call 722-8154 or 726-0965 or log on to www.conceptonewheels.com, 


_ Nw NISSHO SHIPPING C0., LTD. 


Accreditation Certificate No. 25204 
No. 33 Mori Building 
8-21, Toranomon 3-Chome, Minato-ku 
Tokyo 105-0001, Japan 


AS PRINCIPALS 


is happy to announce thru it's sole Manning Agents in the Philippines, 


VIRJEN SHIPPING CORPORATION 


the expansion of its fleet of VLCCs, Product and Chemical Tankers, trading in 
Worldwide and Far East Ports to be manned by Filipino Senior Deck Officers, 
Marine Engineers and Petty Officers. 


NISSHO SHIPPING CO., LTD. founded in May 1943, owns and operates VLCCs, Product, Chemical, 
Asphalt tankers and dry bulk carriers. 


In November, 2002, NISSHO was the recipient of the Presidential Award of Distinction conferred by Her 
Excellency, President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, and the International Employers Award conferred by the 
Honorable Patricia A. Sto. Tomas, Secretary of the Department of Labor and Employment, for being a 
pioneer shipping company in the employment of Filipino seafarers thru VIRJEN SHIPPING CORPORATION 
since 1972. On the other hand, VIRJEN is one of the Pioneers and is an acknowledged Leader of the 
Philippine Manning Industry and is also the recipient of many awards from the Philippine Overseas Employment 
Administration (POEA). 


With it's newly adopted MY-CREW SYSTEM policy, applicable to top key officers such as Master, Chief 
Officer, Chief Engineer and 1st Engineer, NISSHO aims to continue the development of Filipino officers and 
engineers who are professionally competent and who adhere to NISSHO's strict standards of Safe, Economical 
and Active ship operation under it's motto "WE LOVE SEA". 


The MY-CREW SYSTEM encourages long term employment relationship through a programmed rotation 
schedule, and offers with attractive salaries and meaningful benefits which include automatic standby pay 
upon disembarkation, loyalty bonus, seniority allowance, longevity bonus, family hospital insurance and 
free specialized training, among others. 


NISSHO and VIRJEN welcorne the following qualified Deck Officers, Marine Engineers and Petty Officers to 
join the exclusive list of NISSHO's MY-CREW SYSTEM members: 


Senior Deck Officers (Masters, Chief Officers) 
Junior Deck Officers (2^4 Officers and 3" Officers, as well as Boatswains, Pumpmen and Able 
Seamen with 3" Officer License, with VLCC, Product or Chemical Tanker experience). 


Senior Marine Engineers (Chief Engineers, 1* Asst. Engineers) 
Junior Marine Engineers (2" Asst. Engineers and 3" Asst. Engineers, as well as Fitters and 
Oilers with 3 Asst. Engineer License, with tanker experience). 


Be a proud part of this elite seamen's pool of one of Japan's prestigious and fastest growing shipping 
companies. 


Contact VIRJEN today or better yet, visit us with complete documents and start a rewarding career with us. 
Our Company's full style: 


VIRJEN SHIPPING CORPORATION 

18'^ Floor, Marc 2000 Tower 

1973 Taft Ave. cor. San Andres Street 

Malate 1004, Manila, Philippines Contact Person: 

Tels: 536-2782, 338-9259, 526-2456 Capt. Tomas B. Cristino - Nissho Fleet Optn. 
Fax: 521-9538 Manager 

Email: emailbox@virjen.com.ph Capt. Angel A. Zambrano - Optn. Manager 
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Starting Salary: P35,000.00 
CARS FOR RENT Application form and additional information maybe obtained from the 


Institutional Development Department, 6th Floor, NEA Building, NIA Road, 
Diliman, Quezon City. Deadline for submission of application form is on 
30 October 2004. 
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Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
— Matthew 10:39 


Our beloved 


Congressman 
BENJAMIN A. CRUZ 


of the Partylist BUTIL 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on October 15, 2004 at the age of 70. 


His bereaved sons and daughters Ferdinand, Fides, Felix, Froilan, Frederick and Felecitas; 
daughters-in-law, grandchildren, relatives, friends and colleagues in the peasant and cooperative 
movement request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the BUTIL Headquarters at Km. 47, 
Doña Remedios Trinidad Highway, Tarcan, Baliuag, Bulacan. 


Necrological services will be offered today, October 18, 2004 at his residence at Km. 47, 
Dofia Remedios Trinidad Highway, Tarcan, Baliuag, Bulacan and he will be brought to Congress 
on Tuesday, October 19, 2004. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, October 20, 2004, 2:00 pm at Gateway to Heaven Memorial Park, 
Santo Cristo, Baliuag, Bulacan after the 12:00 noon Mass at Concepcion Chapel, 
Brgy. Concepcion, Baliuag, Bulacan. 


Offered by Cooperative Banks Federation of the Philippines (BANGKOOP), Small Farmers Development Center (SFDC), 
Cooperative Insurance System of the Philippines (CISP), Land Development Corporation, National Farmers Supreme Council (SANDUGUAN) 
and the BUTIL Farmers Party. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER  — 


7 CLASSIFIEDS T 


DBP 
(5. Development Bank of the Philippines 


MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 18, 2004 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is Inviting interested suppliers to apply for eligibily and 
to bid for the following items: 


ON PUBUC ESTATES AUTHORITY 


ЕУ ТТН FLOOR LEGASPI TOWERS 200, PASEO DE ROXAS, 
ES] CITY OF MAKATI, METRO MANILA 
= TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 817-471 * 817-4712 «817-4719, 
017-5017 «817-3018 + 017-8014 * 813-144144 = 
FAX (632) 816-2062 815-2660 + 817-3127 * ZIP CODE 1225 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘The PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY (PEA) is inviting interested parties to participate In the 
public bidding for the sale or lease of eleven (11) lots on a serviced land basis, located at the 
Central Business Park 1 A, Вау Cily (formerly known as Boulevard 2000), Pasay City, for mixed 
Use or commercial development purposes. 

1. Properties for sale or lease: 


Ed 


2004 


LoT 


MODE 
SALE 


AREA) 
31813 


"Description Quantity | Approved Budget 


3462 
2588. 


SALE 
SALE 


‘AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINES (АТМ) 18 units Р 25,200,000.00 


interior 2611 SALE 


UNINTERRUPTED POWER SUPPLY, 1.5 KVA 


MICR CHECK READER WITH 
-COMPUTER/PRINTER (HARDWARE/SOFTWARE) 


37 units 
14 units 


2,960,00000 
'6,510,000.00 


interior 
interior 


2573. 
3321 
2,800 

222 


SALE 
“SALE, 
SALE 
SALE 


MICR CHECK ENCODER 31 units 7, 585,000.00 


Portion 5:828 SALE OR LEASE 


PORTABLE MONEY COUNTER 


Expected Delivery Date: 
Expected Delivery Date: 


4 units 320,000.00 


March 22, 2005 AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE 
February 15,2005 — OTHER OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
Schedule of Activities: 


Pre-Bidding Conference: 
October 27, 2004 (Wednesday) at 9:00 a.m. 6/F, OPS Conference Room, DBP Main Building, 
Makati Ауе. Макай Cy. 

Submission and Opening of Eligibility Documents, Technical and Financial Proposals “On 
or before" November 10, 2004 (Wednesday) at 9:00 a.m. S/F, OPS, DBP Head Office 
‘Application for дый check is open to suppliers registered withthe Securities and Exchange 
GomissionDeparmenl of Trade and industy and has been engaged inthe Supply, Delivery 
Sind installation of the above office equipment for at least three (3) years, must be at least 60% 
Filpino-owned (ог partnership and corporations). Interested suppliers may secure the ЕМДЫШу 
Requirement Form from the Procurement Services Division, 6th Floor, ОВР Buling, Makati Ciy or 
you may download these forms at www,devbankphil.com.ph and at the Electronic Procurement 
елсе ofthe Department of Budget and Management 

‘The Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of Republic Act No. 9184 series of 2003 will be 
used inthe conduct of this Bidding 

“The Bank reserves the right to reject documents that do not comply wiih the requirements. 
Forturtheringuiies, please сай Mr. Manuel A. Tagalo at telephone numbers BI2-6375/815-1613, 


Bids and Awards Committee 


4,848 
18348 


portion 
portion 


SALE OR LEASE 
SALE OR LEASE 


"эоцен tal suo 
Qualified bidders: 
Sale: Any Filipino citizen, of legal age; any government owned or controlled corporations 
and any government financial Institution or any public corporation, which have 
‘complied with the requirements established by PEA for this bidding. 
Any Filipino citizen, of legal age; any partnership, association or corporation, public 
or private of which at least 60% of Ine capital stock or of any interest in sald capital 
slock belongs wholly to citizens of the Philippines and which is organized and 
constituted under the laws of the Philippines. 
Interested qualified parties may obtain the Terms of Reference and Bid Documents upon payment 
of а non-refundable fee of FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (P5,000.00) In cash or Manager's! 
Cashier's Check starting 28 Seplember to 27 October, 2004 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 РМ at the 
Marketing Department, 7th Floor Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makali MM. 
i. The first pre-bid conference s scheduled on 21 October 2004 at 10:00 AM at the PEA Conference 
Room. 
Required pre-qualiication documents and duly accomplished Bid Documents prescribed in 
the Terms of Reference shall be submitted to the PEA Real Estates Bids and Awards Committee 
(PREBAC) on 4 November 2004 on or before 10:00 AM. Public opening of bids shall follow at 
10:30 AM of the same day. 
For further information, inquiries may be made to the Marketing Department in the above address 


Lease 


| 
1 


(P01 ~ Oct. 11 19.20) 


a 


INVITATION TO BID 


The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) would lika to invite Non- 
Government Organizations (NGOs) to davelop and implement a study io. 
investigate the current behavioral, opdemiological and policy data on HIV/AIDS 
and existing information system in ine Philippines in order to improve the quality 
апа ulizaton of HIVIAIDS related data in the country. The NGOs shall submit 
SEALED BIOS to contrac he required services described below: 


OBJECTIVES 

T. Veriy ne curent HIV prevalence rato vis-à-vis behavioral data among groups. 
with high-risk behaviors 
Analyze vuinerabiity and risk factors present inthe country, Including social, 
фонга! and cultural norms, that could influence the pace of spread of HIV. 
{делу gaps in he data collection and management of information; and, 
Recommend action to improve the information system and quailty of dala. 
‘on the HIV/AIDS situation in the Philippines. 


SCOPE OF WORK AND EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

4) Areas of Research: Behavioral, Biomodic/Epidamiological, Surveillance 
Management Information System, Policy 
1вепцу and hire a Technical Team composed of international and local 
‘experts, in consulialion wit UN Theme Group on HIV/AIDS 
WII е responsible fo the following technical tasks: Ога! research design. 
‘and workplan tobe approved by the Clar of Ine UN Theme Group on HIV 
AIDS. Submit final report hat wil contain: (a) пе resus and analysis in 
teach area ol Ie study including gaps копие; and, (b) recommendations 
10 improve the information system and qualty ol data on tho HIV/AIDS 
situation in the Philippines. Serve as resource persons during the 
dissemination forum. 
Will o responsible for tho following administrative functions: Collect 
secondary cala аз required by the research team, Sot up appointments with 
key informants. Make travel and other administrative arrangomonts [or 
‘required lacus group discussions and out of town inps ofthe research team. 
‘Coordinate the printing ofthe tinal report Organize the dissemination forum, 

5) Ensure the timely conduct of activites including the submission of the 
Technical Team's dotverablos. 

6) Coordinate with UN Theme Group on HIV/AIDS, through the UNAIDS 
Secretariat, and regulary report onthe progress o ine project 


MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: NGO rust have at least eight (8) years of excellent 
tract record on HIVIAIDS research inthe Philppines. TIME TABLE: The study 
will be cariad out over a period of моме (12) months. 


Detailed Information is contained in the vavwcunfpa.oro.pb. Interested parties 
may secure Bid Documents, Instruction lo Bidders and Terms of Roleronco. 
from the folowing address: UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND, 6" Floor, 
NEDA sa Makati Building, 106 Amorsolo Street, Legazpi Vilage, Makati 
City. 


Bid documents wil be released to ай interested parties strictly trom 18 10 22 
Ociober 2004 only. The Bid Documents shall contan ай instructions on the 
rules, procedures, bid opening dates, other schedules and requirements. 


Bids must be delivered to the address no later than 6:00 p.m. of 29 Octobor 
2004. Late bids wil bo rejected. UNFPA reserves the righ to roject any or all 
bids, waive any detect or informality пого, accept ће bid and award the contract 
to the most advantagoous offer 10 UNFPA based on UNFPA cnleria. UNFPA 
assumes no obligation ог responsibil whatsoover to compensate or indemnity 
the bidder for any expense or loss that may be incurred for the preparation ol 
‘he bids, nor does Н guarantee tha an award wil be made for his contract 
(POL October 17 & 18,2008) 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SALE OF 


ONE-YEAR WASTE OIL GENERATION 
FOR EMB-DENR ACCREDITED WASTE TREATERS ONLY 
"AS IS, WHERE IS" BASIS 
DATE OF BIDDING: October 27, 2004, 2:00 PM, Solarium Hall, 
Bullding-1, NPC Head Olfice Agham Road corner 
Quezon Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 
This public bidding is for Ine sale of one-year waste oll generation from the 
following: 
NPO THERMAL POWER PLANT AND LOCATION 
PANAY DIESEL, POWER PLANT-1 
BRGY. TABUGON, DINGLE, ILOILO PROVINCE 
BOHOL DIESEL POWER PLANT 
DAMPAS, TAGBILARAN CITY (BOHOL ISLAND) 
NAGA POWER PLANT COMPLEX 
COLON, NAGA, CEBU PROVINCE 
BATAAN COMBINED-CYCLE POWER PLANT 
BRGY. LUZ, LIMAY, BATAAN PROVINCE 
ALL BIDS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THE FOLLOWING: 
PROPOSAL BOND DEPOSIT IN THE FORM OF CASH OR 
MANAGER'SICASHIER'S CHECK EQUIVALENT TO PhP 120,000.00. 
. LATEST INCOME TAX RETURN 2003 ORIGINAL (OR CERTIFIED 
XEROX COPY) FOR THE BIDDER OR AN AUDITED FINANCIAL 
‘STATEMENT (ORIGINAL) OF THE COMPANY. 
VALID ACCREDITATION FROM EMB-DENR FOR TREATMENT/ 
STORAGE/DISPOSAL (TSD) FACILITY AND FOR THE WASTE 
TRANSPORTER, INCLUDING PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PERMIT 
ТО TRANSPORT, WASTE MANIFEST FORM AND CERTIFICATE OF 
TREATMENT ALL ACKNOWLEDGED BY EMB-DENR. 
Interested parties who wish to participate in the public bidding must present 
the original accreditation from EMB-DENR and may secure the official bid 
forms at P1,000.00/sot from Mr. Samuel V. Lomuntad, Jr. at Ground Floor, 


[MIN 81D PRICE 


P440 


P440 


P440 


P440. 


Bullding-1, NPC Head Оисе, Agham Road corner Quezon Avenue, Dilman, 
Q.C. or call telephone no. 924-5384. Deadline for Issuance of bid forms 
1s 4:30 PM, October 26, 2004. 
For the Materials Management Department 
(804) FELIX B. TACATA, ЈА. 
mS OIC, ММО 
өш. оа 


at telephone numbers 817-4711 to 13 (\runk line) and 813-7103 to 7104 (direct tines). 


(PDI - Sept 27 & Oet. 2. 


POEA 24-HR HOTLINES 
722-1144 * 722-1155 


lie ofthe Philippines 
Province of Cebu 
BIDS and AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Cabu Capitol, Gebu Слу 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Provincial Government ol Cebu, thru its Bids and Awards 
Commitiee (BAC), invites al interested contractors to apply ог eliglbilty 
‘and о submit bids for ihe supply ої labor, toclsequipment and necessary 
‘supplies in perlorming and rendering the following services lor the Province 
ol Cebu covering he period January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005: 


1, SECURITY SERVICES ae 
A. Promnce-onned propertesiesalalons - (56 башт) Php 6:75824.00, 

1. Formerly Sudon Agia School, Lahug, Cebu Cty 

2. Formerly Cebu international School, Band, Cebu Сау 

З Department Agriculture Depot, M. Valor, Banawa, Cebu Cy 

^4. Engneerng & Legislative Bulling, Сар, Cebu Ciy 

5. Provecil Heath Buicing and premises, Lahug, Cebu Cly 

$ Provincial Capto! ung and premses. Сері, Cebu Ciy 

7. Мпа Dict Нова, Megan, Cebu 

8. Cebu South us Тетла, А. Bacalso Avene, Cebu Сау 


JANITORIAL SERVICES. 
1. Cobu Provacal Capo Engineering & Legislativo Buikings 
= (28 anion] Pro 224540400 
2. Cobu South Bus Terminal (CSBT)- (12 anos Php 146800000 

In order to quay for participation in the public ding, the bidders should 
conform to the віду criteria as prescribed under Section 23.6 of the 
approved IRR-A of Republic Act. No. 9184. 

Eligibility requirements and bid forms, tender documents and request for 
quotation shail be avaliable at the ВАС Secretariat, Provincial General 
Services Ollice, DepEd Вито, Capitol, Cebu Cily, within the government 
prescribed ойе hours, staring on Monday, October 18,2004, upon payment 
ога non-relundablo fee ol Two Thousand Pesos Only (Рр 2,000.00). per 
request of quotation. 

Closing date for issuance of the elgibilly requirements and bid torm, 
tender documents and request for quotation willbe on October 27.2004 Pre- 
bidding Conference wil be conducted on October 28, 2004 11 10:00 АМ for 
Security Services: апа а1 2:00 PM for Janitorial Services at the ВАС 
Conlerence Room, Осе ol he Provincial General Services, Dop-Ed Building, 
‘Capitol, Cebu City. 

Sealed envelopes containing the duly accomplished eligibility 
requirements, technica and inancial proposals shall be received by the ВАС 
Secretariat al the above-mentioned address not later than 10:00 o'clock in 
the morning, Tuesday, November 9, 2004, and shall be publcly opened 
thereatter. 

lt particulars relative to the eligibility process, bidding, evaluation of bids, 
post-qualificalion and award of contract shall bo governed by the 
implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR-A) of R.A. 9184, otherwse known 
as the Government Procurement Relorm Act 

"The Bids and Awards Committee o! tha Province of Cebu reserves the ight lo 
reject any or all bids, lo waive any delocts or formality therein and to accapt bids 
‘considered complying, responsive and most advantageous lo the goverment. 

For inquiry, please contac the Otic ol the BAC Secretariat at Telephone 
Nos. 253-9614 and 416-6065. 

These requirements are posted al the BAC Bulletin Board, PGSO, DepEd 
Building, Capito, Cebu City. 


(вов) EDUARDO T. HABIN 
nanman 
4PDI - Oct. 18, 2004) 9 


Republic of the Philippines 
Province of Davao del Norte 
City of Tagum 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEI 
‘bor 12,2004 
INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 
The Су Goverment ol Tagum invilos eroe Suppor o submit ir 
көрду propasais lor na hereunder oio tta lm 
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Tho Bis and Awards Como rores th ghi 1o reet any ora bids, 

тог loma. assumos no aangaan wiataover 1o compensata oF 

ө dcr) lor any expo ta hy may incur ла praparaton О 

v Dans io асср suen bó haer responsie complying and advaniegoous 
тоа govornmant 

Trauer ie BAC Saran Ot located at ino Ground Floor ol ty 

Man otc lormany CITY AGRICULTURE Olieo (084-219 3636. 004-218-2349) 


(Sgd.) LORNA L. RASAY 
‘Ac Слу Administrator 
Chairman, Blas and Awards Commitaa. 


(Sgd.) TEODORICO C. TAGUINOD 
General ManageriCEO 


9. 18 & 25,2008) 


Republic of the Philippines. 
Department of Finance 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 
Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bureau of Customs through the Bid and Awards Commitee invites local 
bidders to apply for eligibility who аге: 
а, Duly licensed Filipino ciizens/sole proprietorship; ог 
b. Parinerships duly organized under the laws of the Philippines of which 
at least seventy lye percent (75%) of the interest belongs to citizens 
of the Philippines; or 
Corporations duly organized under the laws ofthe Philippines, and of 
which at least seventy five percent (75%) of the outstanding capital 
stock belongs to citizens of the Philippines; or 
Cooperatives duly registered with the Cooperatives Development 
Authority (CDA); and 
For Lot Nos. 1-6, bidders should have a DTI Accreditation Certilicate 
ol a minimum "5 Star Data Processing Equipment Rating” for the 
current year. 


Gusnily lom Package Approved Budget 


(in pesos) 


[Branded New Desktop Computers 
(Workstation) 

[Branded Now Doskiop Computers (righ End 
Branded New Mabie Computes (10. LCD) 
Branded New Mobile Computers (12.1 LCD) 
Branded New Compuior Sowers (Backup) 
Branded New Computer Sarvors (Email) 
[Cisco Routers 

10/100 Swich 

|UPS = 10KvA 

|uPs soova 

APC Symalra Power Module 

[АРС Symelra Banery Pack 

Dor Mati Printer 

[Desk Jat Primar 

Laser Jot Primer 

Laser Jet Colored 

3HP Window Type Aircon 

(ЗН Split Туре Aircon 

Tenner Spit Туре 

165 КУА Gonorator 

[75kVA Generator 

Projector. 

TOU 1 


26.000.000.00 
750000000 
1400.00.00 
140000000 
500000000. 
1180000000. 
122600000 
300,000.00 
90000000 
300000000 
50000000 
10000000 
1,125,00000 
40300000 
104550000 
30000000 | 
9000000 
18000000 
100.000,00. 
1,500,000 00 
24000000 
22500000 
51113850000. 


‘Approved budget for the contract: PhP61, 135,500.00 sourced from 
the BOC approved budget for 2003. 


The prospective bidder may submit its Letter of Intent and buy Bid 
document during office hours on October 25-27, 2004 upon payment of 
a non-refundable fee of P5,000.00 at BAC Secretarial, General Services, 
Division, Bureau of Customs, Роп Area, Manila. 


The eligibility screening of bidders, evaluation of bids and awarding of 
contract shall be governed by RA 9184 and ils Implementing Rules and 
Regulations. 


‘The pre-bid conference for Lot Nos. 10-12 shall be held on November 
4,2004, 9:30am-11:00am at Multi-Purpose Room, 3" Floor, CRIC Bidg., 
Bureau of Customs, Port Area, Manila, The pre-bid conference for lot 
Nos. 1-9 shall be held al the same dale and place а! 1:30pm. 


All envelopes (Eligibility Requirements, Technical and Financial Bids) 
shall be submitted to the BAC Secretariat on November 22, 2004 at 
9:00am al the Multi-Purpose Room, 3° Floor, CRIC Bldg., Bureau of 
Customs, Port Area, Manila, Opening of the bids shall be on the same 
day and place а! 10:00am. LATE BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 


ВОС reserves the right lo reject any or all bids or any part thereof, Io 
waive any informality or minor defect, and to accep! the offer most 
advantageous іо the Government. 


ВОС shall in no case be held responsible or liable for any and all costs 
associated with the bidder's participation In the bidding process 
regardless of its results. 


Additional information shall be furnished upon request. All 
‘communications should be addressed to the undersigned. 


(S9d.) Atty. ROBERTO D. GEOTINA 
Deputy Commissioner, IAG 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 
(P1~Cetobor 1 & 18,2008) 
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o Bluetooth use still low in Asia 


E By Erwin Oliva аге currently limited to connecting de- Recently, Nokia has integrated Blue: sets. However, Edlund said that it 

demand in RP Contributor vices, the executive said. tooth into its NGage gaming device for would take several, years before this 
"То date, most of the products and ap- wireless peer-to-peer gaming. Ninten- technology becomes standard in all 

By Alexander Villafania BINTAN ISLAND, INDONESIA—Blue- plications available use Bluetooth as a do's latest Gameboy DS model.will also handsets sold worldwide. s 
oderat tooth adoption їп Asia remains low due replacement for wires, said Edlund. feature wireless multiplayer optionsus- , In Asia, Singapore is among the early 
tolackofeompelling consumer applica- — Bluetooth is a technology that uses ing Bluetooth. ‘adopters ОЁ Bluetooth technology, hé 

THE GROWING online gaming business in tions, according to a representative radio frequency to connect devices "Bluetooth adoption is stronger in said. Ў 
tha philipines is pushing demand forstorage (om the Bluetooth Special Interest wirelessly It is now being used to con: Europe than in Asia, Just consider that ^ Singapore has launched a service 
the Philippines pushing deman ur oral Group (SIG) during the TT Зошто Fo- neerheadsetsto MPS players orcellular mostofthelaptopssoldinEuropehave called BEDD that uses Bluetooth о seas, 
industries stave off acquisitions of storage-re- rum held here. phones. Some digital cameras are also Bluetooth technology incorporated а person's profile. The application al- 
Industries save ой асаа team executive of “Consumer applications wil help using Bluetooth to print photos wire. compared with, say, Taiwan,” he lows people to exchange profiles with 
software firm Computer Associates. drive demand for Bluetooth, However, lesly. added. anyone that matches their interest, thè 

APuilppins county manager Ley Salcedo we're seill addressing issues involving Саг manufacturers have also be. — Taiwan is the world's biggest manu- executive said. 
said the envy of new onne multiplayer games ease of use,” said Anders Edlund, mar- gum using this technology to wire- -facturer of laptop computers. Singapore was also the first to offer à 
add push the demand for physical storage ав kering director ofBluetooth-SiG ne. lessly connect gadgets found in Bluetooth, however, is now finding dating service using Bluetooth technol, 
operators look for ways to deliver high-capacity Applications of Bluetooth technology sports utility vehicles. its way into newer mobile phone hand- ову. 3 ы 
and high-quality games into the country. 

“This business is huge in China and Korea. 
‘There are games already coming into the 
Philippines and these are among the poten- | 
tial, non-traditional markets that CA is look- 
ingat," Salcedo said. 

He explained that online games are both 
bandwidth- and storage-hungry since the games 
have to be installed in servers and individual pro- 
files of players are saved in a storage disk. 

“Players can also pay online and their cred- 
it card profiles are also stored, The online 
gaming business will also push the telecom- 
munications and banking industries to use up 
storage,” Salcedo said. 

"The local dominance of the highly successful 
Ragnarok online multiplayer game has pushed 
upstarts and established service providers to i 
troduce new games. Among these are MU On- 
line, Skyblade, Khan and Tantra. 

The entry of new players is also pushing the 
demand for hardware, especially servers, used 
by the service providers. 

However, Salcedo said the online gaming 
business would still amount to a small market 
for IT vendors, though he expects it to grow 1CPU 
significantly in the future. (2 CPU OPTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE) 


More games bound | POWERED BY OPTERON 
for Sony Ericsson : 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 
Contributor 


MOBILE phone maker Sony Ericsson is bring- 
ing more PC-based game titles to its newer 
handsets, 

Apart from Tom Clancy's “Splinter Cell: Pan- i| 
dora Tomorrow”, пот pops computer 1 CPU сьо орток uso unn 
games are expected to become available on the i ig 
newer handsets this year, according to Dennis POWERED BY KEON 
Manzano, general manager of Sony Ericsson 
Philippines. 

Manzano, however, declined to name the 
computer games that are lined up for this year. 


‘The popular game “Splinter Cell: Pandora У ў 4b 
Tomorrow" has recently been released (for n 3 1 | || 
download) through Sony Ericsson's website a) Ed E 
Sonyericscon.cony/fun. 

Developed with Gameloft, a publisher of 
games for mobile phones, the game can now 
be played using the new Sony Ericsson K500i 2 CPU 


del. i = 
Mom Clancy "Splinter Cell: Pandora To- POWERED BY KEON 


morrow" is the first three-dimensional game 
to run on Sony Ericsson’s new handsets, ac- 
cording to Sony Ericsson. It was developed 
using Java 2.0 and the three-dimensional 
Mascot Capsule Engine Micro3D. 
“Pandora Tomorrow” is the successor of 
‘Tom Clancy's original "Splinter Cell" game. J 
Other games that are expected to be avail- МОВИТИ N 
able on K500i include the “Prince of Persi ü 
‘The Sands of Time,” "Rayman 3,” “Siberian 


Seite” Tom Clancy's “Rainbow Sx Raven + Up to 8GB of PC3200 memory (4 DIMM slots] 

: А + Worlstation-class high-performance graphics accelerators 
MS Office seminar + Multiple operating system on same platform 
INDUSTRY veteran and certified Microsoft * Native 32-bit & 64-bit OS and application support 


Office specialist Jerry Liao will conducta sem- 


inar on harnessing the functionalities of Mi \ 

crosoft Office applications on Oct. 25, 2004 at 1CPU 

ebd Shangri-La Hote sot (2 CPU OPTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE) 
"Titled “Harnessing ier of Microsof E 

Office the seminar i the frst ofa series of pub- E] POWERED BY OPTERON 


lic seminars called “PowerTips,” designed to , 
give the computing public tips on using IT appli- 
Cations. The Microsoft Office seminar will en- 


compass versions 2000, XP and 2003 and will 
enable participants to prepare professional- 
looking documents with Microsoft Office Word, 
create effective worksheets with Microsoft Of. | 


fice Excel and develop presentations that stand | 


out with Microsoft Office PowerPoint. ! 
“As with other innovative software, Mi- ' 
erosoft Office offers a wide array of function- a! 


alities that enable users to customize their 
documents based on their unique require- HURRY! LIMITED OFFER ONLY. PRICES ARE WAT EXCLUSIVE. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. 
ments, These tools are already at our finger- 
tips but we often fail to leverage them. In this 
seminar, we will cover the many practical fea- 
tures of Microsoft Office that will enable par- 
ticipants to work faster, better and more cre- 
atively by effectively harnessing the power of 
their Office applications,” said Liao. 

Liao has worked in the IT Industry for 22 
years and has been a media practitioner for 


eight years. He currently hosts the country's я 
first IT television program, "Infochat," co- microsystems 
hostsa mue program Eu over =n and is The Network is the Computer 
a regular columnist of the Ingumen and Mani- 
a Billet, He has interviewed IT luminaries | пе Work and technology corp. 
like Microsoft CEO Bill Gates, Sun Microsys- 
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‘Aside from farming, there are many other ways to nourish the soul. 
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tranquil, green landscape, Discover ^ 
the gift of the earth as you experience" 
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Former BSP head remembers the debt crisis 


‘People should not play around with concepts such as the ‘fiscal crisis’ 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


TWENTY-one years ago, the Philippines 
faced one of its most difficult battles. 

The country had just declared a debt 
‘moratorium on Oct. 14, 1983 because 
there were not enouglr funds to pay even 
the interest on loans. 

Gabriel C. Singson, former governor 
f the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, was 
senior deputy governor when he presid- 
ed over that fateful Monetary Board 
meeting two decades ago. 

“Those were troubling and stressful 
times. We should make sure that this 
country does not fall into the same situa- 
tion again, because it was really d 
cult," recalls Singson, who now advises. 
Filipino taipans* on’ their investment 
strategy. 

So difficult, he says, that people 
should not play around with concepts 
such as fiscal crisis." 


Lone country 

According to the former BSP chief, at 
that time, the Philippines was the lone 
country in Asia at that time that had to 
tell creditors it could not pay even the in- 
terest on its debt. 

"We asked for a standstill from our com- 
‘mercial banks and our Paris Club lenders 
In effect, we asked the banks not to collect 
from us because we had nothing to pay 
them. This was followed by a subsequent 
restructuring of our debt,” recounts the 


former central banker. 

Singson says his bosses, including then 
Central Bank Governor, the late Jose 
"оро" Fernandez, were out talking to the 
foreign banks, advising them of the bomb 
that was to go off in less than a week. 

But then, Singson says, banks and ev- 
erybody else had enough warning, as the 
tenor on the Philippines’ borrowings be- 
came shorter and the cost higher. 

‘Worsening the already tenuous situa- 
tion was the assassination of former sen- 
ator Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino on August 
21 of that same year. 


Capital flight 

What followed was a huge flight of 
capital that siphoned off the country’s 
dollar reserves. 

‘A host of economic calamities ensued 
as inflation shot up and the peso steeply 
depreciated. i 

“In January 1983, the peso was at9.17 
toa dollar. By June 1984, the exchange 
rate was at P18.20. It doubled in just a 
year and a half,” recalls Singson. 

Pressed for cash, the central bank was 
forced to issue very short-term, high- 
yielding treasury notes that people re- 
ferred to as Jobo bills. 

‘The interest rate on those bills that 
matured in less than a month reached 
more than 40 percent. 

“By 1983, the tenor of our borrowing 
became shorter and shorter while the 
spread continuously went up. These 
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were signs of a looming debt crisis; says 
Singson. 

He says the same signs reared their ugly 
head once in a while over the next 20 years. 

At the height of the impeachment crisis, 
for instance, the Philippines could only bor- 
том two-year money at a cost of a five4o- 
seven-year debt. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo also ad- 
mitted in August that the country was in 
a fiscal crisis. 

‘Singson, however, says that he sees no 
indications that the Philippines is near- 
ing a repeat of the 80s debacle, since the 
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government could still borrow long-term 
money, albeit at wide spreads due to the 
perceived risks. 

Back in 1983, the central bank had to 
draw on its meager dollar reserves to pay 
the country's maturing obligations. 

Then monetary and fiscal authorities 
asked the Philippine National Bank to use 
its credit line to borrow dollars and tum 
over the greenbacks to the central bank. 

True to its name, the Central Bank al- 
located the dollars to pay for the imports. 
Ajoint CB and Bankers Association of the 
Philippines committee, according to 
Singson, decided what items to import 
and at what volume, given the tight dol- 
Jar supply. 

"Suppliers at that time.won't atcept 
standby LCs (letter of credit) from the 
Philippines. We had to pay in cash. You 
could imagine the difficulty we were go- 
ing through in balancing all these,” says 
Singson. 

“We were denied access to the capital 
markets for 10 years. Banks were lend- 
ing to us just enough to pay our inter- 
ests,” he adds. 

During the course of the country's 
debt restructuring, creditors lent the 
Philippines about $900 million to pay in- 
terests, according to Singson. 


Brady bonds 

The Philippines’ outstanding debts 
were converted into Brady bonds from 
the mid-80s to the early 905, he says. 


It was only after the sovereign debts 
were restructured that the country was 
able to access the foreign markets again 
Vin the mid 905. 7 

"Once you lose access, you can no 
longer borrow. And where will you get 
the money to pay the maturing debt?," 
he says. 

Fortunately, those days are but a dis- 
tant memory. 

Singson says there are mot enough 
signs to make him worry, although he 
notes recent “pronounced selling of 
ROPs (Republic of the Philippines’ dollar 
bonds). 

“There appears to be more sellers than 
buyers, Investors are reducing theit 
holdings, which is why the price is going 
down. But the spreads continue to go 
up," he says. 

But Singson quickly adds that even as 
there appears to be no imminent danger, 
fiscal and monetary planners should not 
be complacent. 

‘There is high level of debt, low level of 
foreign direct investments, a deteriorat- 
ing exchange rate and rising inflation. 
‘These should be addressed immediately, 
he says. 

“The government should adopt an 
austerity program to resolve the problem 
earlier before it blows up. If you don't 
solve a fiscal problem, it would lead to a 
crisis of confidence on the part of foreign 
capital markets. Then much bigger prob- 
lemsstart," he says. 


Po DTHICR Perito: 5176 d 


256 3491 «Fax (032)2563492 PGA Cars BMW 201 EDSA, Mandaluyong Cty * ТЫ. (02) 727 
Mahan Cay Та. (02) 882 8127 to 29* Fax(02) B16 7325 


| Introducing 


Femier 


1» Higher Interest Rates 
+ Easy Reconciliation 


It's all you need ih a premium ch 


» Automatic Fund Transfers 
+ Special Discounts & Privileges _ 


ecking account! 


* FREÉ Personal Accident Insurance 


orsa rare Oop reve Coe 


For the Branch nearest you, сай 521-7451. Or visit us at www.maybank2u.com 


d cS 


B22 


BUSINESSMonday 


е PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 18,2004 


Opportunities abound in turbulent times Cyisig wins CEO 
ofthe year award : 


A QUICK scan of the headlines and 
business news of any news daily is 
all one needs to realize that there 
are forces operating very much 
against us. 

"The weak peso, soaring oil prices, 
the fiscal crisis about to grip us in 
slow-death fashion, more sorry reve- 
lations of corruption of the higher 
order, ad nauseam. Let's get real. 
‘Our country is in a rut like it has nev- 
er been before. Test it. Have a brief 
chat with your colleague over lunch, 
or better yet ask your household 
help or cab driver about their opin- 
ion on the current state of our nation 
and the response is predictable. 
Hopelessness. 

Of far more profound and serious 
consequence is that deep gnawing 
state of learned helplessness that is 
almost embedded in our marrow. 

So the die is cast? All is lost for the 
Filipino? Absolutely not! As always 
with great faith, 1 say, hope springs 
eternal! Yet if real transformation is 
to happen, it has first to happen in 
our minds. It is a matter of shifting 
‘our mode of thinking into one that 
accentuates the positive, as the old 
saying goes, and searches for oppor- 
tunities. 

Searching involves _effort—in 
short, work—and a great deal of 
imagination. It is an act of courage 
and leadership that moves from the 
core of what is right under our noses 
into the periphery of what can be. 

Winston Churchill once admon- 
ished that, “the farther behind you 
look, the farther forward you can 
see.” Only three or so decades ago, 
the Philippines was ahead of Thai- 
land and next only to Japan in eco- 
nomic performance. We can surpass 
and exceed that historic triumph if 
we accept the reality that the rules 
have changed and so has the game 
itself. 

‘The upside is that there are many 
games we can play. Success, howev- 
er, will rest on an invisible process 
that needs to take place within us. 

Looking forward from our present 
predicament entails unraveling the 
complexities of excuises—now well- 
entrenched in our minds—into al- 
lowing simple, new possibilities to 
germinate and grow. 

сіз these eureka moment of hope 
that will ultimately reverse the trend 
oflearned helplessness. 

Such is the beginning of innova- 
tion and ingenuity that the Filipino 
is known for. From lazy complacen- 
cy, we then actively start to look for 
opportunity. We move from a de- 
fense to an offense play. This is the 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


Susan Grace 
Rivera-Manalo „фу 


distinctive of 
trepreneur. 

Inspired by Foster and Kaplan's 
expansion of Joseph Schumpeter's 
concept of the "gales of creative de- 
struction” (McKinsey & Co., 2001), 
we find ourselves in the dawn of 
“new companies exploiting unmet 
customer needs and capitalizing on 
newfound capabilities, technolo- 
gies, and new ways of doing busi- 
mess" 

Aclear case in point of a peripher- 
al trend clearly moving into the core 
of doing business in a global econo- 
my is the “offshoring” of work from 
high to low cost locations. 

А 2003 study by global outsoure- 
ing and consulting firm Hewitt Asso- 
ciates shows that 50 percent of US 
Fortune 500 companies are perform- 
ing work off-shore. Jobs moved off- 
shore will roughly double in the next 
three years from an average of 13 
percent to 25 percent. 

Forrester Research further pre- 
dicts that by 2015, the total off- 
shoring of jobs by US companies will 
represent $135 billion in wages and 
3.3 million in jobs. 

This is definitely one great oppor- 
tunity we are currently leveraging 
on especially because work being 
moved is becoming more and more 
sophisticated—from manufacturing 
and IT of the 70s and 80s to voice- 
based customer support and out- 
sourced business processes in the 
area of finance, HR, logistics, pro- 
curement, and research, product de- 
velopment, engineering, animation, 
medical services and the like in the. 
905 and beyond. 

Sustainability will have chal- 
lenges and opportunities in the 
fields of education and infrastruc- 
ture. 

Drilling down closer to home, we 
find great successes of small start- 
ups just two or so decades ago mak- 
ing it big-time both in the local and 
international marketplace. 

There is the celebrated case of Jol- 
libee and CEO Tony Tan Caktiongs 
being adjudged “Word En- 
trepreneur of the Year.” And a host of 
other stories of great enterprise from 
Cecilio Pedro's Hapee Toothpaste to 
Martin Lorenzo's Pancake House. 


mark the em 


In the recent Asia-Europe Meeting 
(Asem), Trade and Industry Secre- 
tary Cesar Purisima remained bullish 
as he underscored the key opportuni 
ties in electronics, garments, furni- 
ture, processed food, autoparts and 
information and communications 
services. 

He strongly urged the business 
community to "seize these opportu- 
nities.” He did not say “waltz into op- 
portunities.” He said “seize!” Are we 
up to his challenge? You still need 
convincing? If you do, it is best that 
you revisit your own state of mind 
and heart. 

1 likewise urge you to exert some 
conscious effort to unravel the com- 
plexities borne out of learned help- 
lessness that might be оззйу in 
the very core of your being. 

If you are game about crafting a 
future with games and rules that are 
yet unknown, one step in the right di- 
rection you can take is to sign up and 
participate in the Nov. 11, 2004 3rd 
Management Association of the 
Philippines (MAP) International 
СЕО Conference. 

With the theme “Survive and Excel 
in Turbulent Times,” this year’s con- 
ference features, among others, ex- 
citing stories a clean sweep of the 
brutal facts of the business environ- 
ment approached differently this 
time from the point of view of a 
renowned broadcast journal- 
ist—BBC's Rico Hizon—and new 
business models emerging from the 
global sourcing phenomenon as told 
by Anupam Prakash; Hewitt Associ- 
ates Asia Pacific Global Sourcing 
Leader. 

There will be sessions on how 
small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) are moving "onward and up- 
ward," on how large organizations 
and diversified conglomerates, both 
local and "glocals," are strengthen- 
ing their fundamentals and refocus- 

i their businesses in ensuring they 
are "built to last," and most impor- 
tant to individual CEOs and en- 
trepreneurs—a session on what it 
takes to bea "21st century leader." 

Let us switch from waiting to an 
active mode. 

Real transformation happens in in- 
dividuals—in you, me, us. It is all of 
us boldly imagining the future, tak- 
ing stands, and putting our stakes on 
the ground as we seize the wealth of 
opportunity that come with turbu- 
lent but stimulating times. 

(The author is member of the MAP. 
CEO Conference Committee and coun- 
try manager of Hewitt Associates. Feed- 
back at mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 
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Catch Stephen R. Covey in Manila on November 19, 2004!! 
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THE PHILIPPINE American Life and General 
Insurance Company takes pride in its presi 
dent and chief executive officer, Jose L. Cuisia. 
Jr. for winning the distinction of Chief Execu- 
tive Officer of the Year in the first Raul Locsin 
Awards for Business Excellence. 

Ouisia was among high-ranking nominees 
from various industries and was chosen for his 
leadership qualities, management skills and in- 
valuable achievements both in government and 
the private sector. His balance of work, family, 
and spiritual life creates a plus point that made 
him stand out among his peers. The success of 
insurance giant Philamlife as one of the most 
trusted and most recognized names in the insur- 
ance industry is also credited to his leadership. 

His citation reads: “This gentleman does 
not confuse wealth with income. His afflu- 
ence is in the things that can not be count- 
ed—in the sense of family he has brought and 
nurtured to the companies he serves; in the 
steady leadership he has cultivated in his ex- 
ecutives and middle management; in the suc- 
cess of partnerships. with under-privileged 
communities; it is in having constant time to 
pray and reflect; it is in the smile of his wife 
and in the tight embrace of his daughters. 

“For these—the suceess of his company un- 
der his leadership, his public service as SSS ad- 
ministrator and Central Bank govemor, his con- 
tinuing effort in policy reform and advocacy, his 
support for the arts through the support for the 
Manila Philharmonic Orchestra, his contribu- 
tion to the community through the compony 
foundation, for his family and spiritual life.” 

For 11 years now, Cuisia has brought Phil- 
amlife to the pinnacle of success: In 2003, 
Philamlife registered a 46.796 increase in Net 
Income and posted Gross Revenues of P19.4 
billion, up 19.296 versus the previous year. 
Since 1993, Philamlife's Gross Revenues have. 
increased more than four-fold, while Net In- 
vestment Income and Total Investment In- 
come have increased by more than 400%. 
Philamlife recently became the first and only 
Philippine life insurer named a Platinum Su- 
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perBrand, according to Readers’ Digest 2004 
Asian SuperBrands Survey. 

in his speech, Mr. Cuisia accepted the award 
in behalf of his wife and five daughters, whom 
he described as his inspiration, and also his so- 
lace and encouragement during difficult times. 
"Simply put, they are my highest honors..." 

He also attributed the award to his colleagues: 
and staff in the company because he believes that 
leading an enterprise successfully can never be at 
tributed to just one individual. "It needs to be a 
collective effort of the most dynamic professionals. 
inthe business. I continue, therefore, to be blessed 
by such a fine team of individuals who share the. 
same vision and values that I believe n." 

n conclusion, he revealed that his goal is to 
emulate а successful and well-respected con- 
ductor who ensures harmony and synergy 
among all the different parts of the organiza- 
tion to be able to play beautifully together. It 
is because as a corporate leader, he believes 
that “ultimately his highest value lies in like- 
wise drawing out his people's best talents." 


ABOITIZ Transport System Corp. (ATSC) 
recently launched 2GO, its new brand, as it 
now takes a more integrated approach to 
moving goods more efficiently according to 
customer requirements. 

"2GO is more than equipped to meet the 
most stringent deadlines and the toughest 
requirements,” Endika Aboitiz, president 
and CEO, said in an interview. 

The new name, according to Aboitiz, in- 
vites association with action, precision and 
speed. These, he said, are factors which 
greatly help players in the supply chain 
achieve positive gains in terms of quality, 
cost, timeliness and efficiency. 

"2GO is implementing а faster, more effi- 
cient and cost effective system of moving goods 
through streamlined operations. t leverages on 
cour unsurpassed local knowledge from over a 
hundred years of experience in freight opera- 
tions with the passion that Aboitiz has always 


Aboitiz adopts new name 
for its freight business 


been known for,” Aboitiz said. 

The brand promise is anchored on the 
company's strengths, namely: relation- 
ships, network control, applied technology 
and a passion to deliver. With one-to-one 
relationships with customers, government’ 
and trade partners. 2GO understands, an- 
ticipates and'provides simplified solutions 
for the most complex requirements. 

“We have total control of our network 
from North to South, operating our own 
fleet of vessels, aircraft, trucks, and other 
delivery vehicles,” Aboitiz Said. With a plat- 
form of information systems, near real- 
time shipping data and track deliveries are 
pushed to any point in the country any- 
time. 

"We thrive on one culture—driving a na- 
tionwide work force of highly-skilled and 
dedicated people with a passion to deliver 
‘on our promises," Aboitiz added. 


Boom in construction 
and power sectors seen 


HEIGHTENED activity in the 
power and construction sectors 
are likely to boost the economies 
of the Philippines and many other 
Asian countries for the next 
decade, observe regional experts. 

Except for Hong Kong, which 
earlier in the 905 invested $20 
billion in infrastructure projects, 
all the other Asian nations will 
continue to build more railways, 
expanded road networks, air- 
ports, water facilities and power 
generation plants in the next 10 
to 20 years, forecasts Andrew 
Young, Asian regional director of 
global insurance broker Aon. Young is based 
in Hong Kong and manages construction, in- 
frastructure and rail-related projects for the 
Fortune 198th company. 

In the Philippines, $4.4 billion worth of in- 
frastructure projects are in various stages of 
preparation, according to James Matti, presi- 
dent and CEO of Ayala Aon Risk Services, 
Inc., Aon's subsidiary in the Philippines. Matti 
cites the figure quoted by the Trade Depart- 
ment. Local infrastructure investments in- 
clude expressways, harbors, cargo terminals, 
railways, water systems, electric power distri- 
bution systems and information technology 
network systems—which are now in various 
stages of preparation. 

He notes that power and infrastructure are 
likely to match telecommunications and relat- 
ей services as the industries offering vast busi- 
ness opportunities in the next ten years. More- 
over, project proponents are tapping Ayala Aon 
and other global insurance brokerage firms to 
ensure the continuity of these vital initiatives. 

Young foresees that the boom will be expe- 
rienced even by industrialized Asian nations 


like Japan, South Korea and Sin- 
| gapore. "The need for new in- 
frastructure is fairly endless in 
major Asian cities. A railway pro- 
ject barely finishes, when you 
need to start building another 

one," he observes. 

‘These ventures, with multi- 
lion dollar price tags, are large- 
scale undertakings. Most are un- 
der build-operate-transfer 
schemes or public-private partner- 
ships involving governments, the 
private sector and outside lenders. 
‘To help manage the risks usually 
faced by proponents and to reduce 

costs of securing insurance policies, Aon Asia 
has 20 construction industry experts and 10 nat- 
ural resources specialists in the region to pro- 
vide “value-added! risk management advice. 
Matti explains that in the Philippines, his 
company is one of the pioneers in helping pro- 
ject owners manage the myriad risks associat- 
ed with these massive undertakings. "We 
don't simply offer insurance as a means to 
manage risks. We likewise invite Aon's spe- 
cialist engineers and experts to the project 
site to provide an objective view of how inher- 
ent risks can be better managed and prevent- 
ed. Its a pro-active stance.” Since these large 
undertakings involve multiple parties like the 
owners, financiers, contractors, subcontrac- 
tors, tenants and the public at large, Aon rec- 
commends a holistic approach to effectively 
managing large and complex risks. Risk As- 
sessment experts develop a risk model where. 
financial, contractual, operational and pro- 
ject starus are plotted. The risk profile then al- 
lows the client and its insurance broker to 


identify which risks can be transferred from 
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Nike seen 
on hunt for 


brands after 
Converse 


SAN FRANCISCO—With their simple design, 
rubber soles and canvas tops, Converse's Chuck 
"Taylor All-Stars have long set the standard for 
retro cool—a counterculture brand embraced 
by rebels from James Dean to Kurt Cobain. 

So Nike Inc/s decision not to mess with a 
classic when the company bought Converse 
last year came as welcome relief to sneaker 
fans and a pleasant surprise to investors and. 
analysts who have watched it stumble when it 
tinkered with past acquisitions. 

And with Converse helping to drive up sales, 
indistry watchers say Nike is likely to duplicate 
thissuccess by acquiring other brands. 

John Horan, who publishes the trade maga- 
zine Sporting Goods Intelligence, lists youth 
sporting goods company Burton and outdoor 
clothing retailer Patagonia as two possibilities. 

In a mature market, the world's biggest 
athletic shoe company needs new brands to 
boost sales, he said. 

“Burton would be a fantastic fit because it 
would get them a terrific platform in that 
Generation X sports arena,” Horan said. 
“They would love to get their hands on Patag- 
onia because Nike has an outdoor division, 
but it has never really gotten the credibility in 
the specialty market" 

‘To diversify its product offerings, Nike paid 
about $305 million for the nearly 100-year- 
old Converse, So far the bet has paid off. 

For the quarter ended Aug. 31, sales from the 
companys non-Nike brands grew 64 percent to 
$434.5 million, with Converse making up about 
three-quarters of that amount. Total revenue rose 
18 percent to $3.6 billion, with Converse con- 
tributing four percentage points of that increase. 

"The fact they've got this under their belt and 
they probably did pretty darn well with it gives 
them a little bit more confidence to think about 
doing something bigger,” said analyst John 
Shanley of Susquehanna Financial Group. 

"They certainly have the financial re- 
sources to accomplish that not only here in 
the United States but also in terms of poten- 
tial international deals," he said. 

Nike spokesperson Scott Reames said the 
company is always assessing potential oppor- 
tunities, but he declined to discuss specifics of 
its acquisition strategy. 

However, Horan said Nike has talked with 
Burton and Patagonia about buying the brands 
that target young shoppers in the hip-fashion 
and specialty outdoor clothing markets, 

“The Converse acquisition will definitely 
lead to more acquisitions, if nothing else be- 
cause this is the way you grow" he 
said. Reuters 


Boom ... 


From page 82-2 
the owner to an in- 
surance company, to 
the contractor, or cor- 
rective measures that. 
must be put in place. 
The insurers also 
take great comfort 
from the knowledge 
that a client under- 
stands his risks and 
has a risk manage- 
ment plan in place. 
‘Aon Asia's head of 
engineering in the Oil, 
Gas and Power sector, 
Dr. Charles Lee, com- 
ments that "many of 
the region and world's 
O&G disasters can of- 
ten be pinpointed to 
human error” Dr Lee 
is involved with the 
major O&G down- 
stream and power 
projects and works 
hand-in-hand with 
the insurance special- 
ist. The risk identifica- 
tion process is particu- 
Jarly focused on iden- 
tifying and removing 
risk before it hap- 
pens—not just mitiga- 
tion, but prevention. 
“Staying actively 
involved through to 
the hot testing and 
commissioning phase 
helps to minimize the 
potential — disasters 
and ensures on-time, 
on-budget comple- 
tion. This is funda- 
mental to lenders and 
owners alike. 
“Training and 
Awareness is too often 
dangerously over- 
looked but should be 
part of a quality risk 
management strate- 
y" Dr. Lee adds. 
Local construction 
and power compa 
nies that want to 
avail of expert risk 
management — ser- 
vices can visit Aon's 
website at wwwaon- 
asia.com. 
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The best performers at the best value! 


Experience powerful performance advantage with Xerox Laser Printers. This means amazingly 
fast printing in real world use, no matter how complex your print job or your business. 
And, with Ив economical breakthrough price and stunning image quality, Xerox printers 
represent a smart choice, smart value for your office. 
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DocuPrint 240 
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DocuPrint 205 

Мотой» A3 paper ше and allows аве printing 
‘rae 1200 1200 dpl resolution 70 page per minute 
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‘eter ready 


Noworly $59,990.00 


Cut back on your marketing cost! Do your marketing materials in-house. With the versat 
Xerox Color Laser Printers, you are guaranteed quality output such as POPs, T-shirts, stickers, 
newsletters, brochures, business cards, banners, books, etc. 
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Take a break 


from coffee. 


Give your breaks a new twist. Treat yourself to a cu 

of Swiss Miss Milk Chocolate with Marshmallows, It's unusually 
exceptionally chocolatey, remarkably creamy and mage even 
distinctly delicious with sweet fluffy marshmallows. It's just what yo 
to enjoy a welcome break from coffee : definitely a welcome chal 


Now. that's pure bliss in a cup. 


iss Miss Mik Chocolate, Rich Chocolate and Sugar Free. 


All you need to put up your own business is a space 
a little bigger than the chair you're sitting on right now. 


Introducing the KODAK PICTURE MAKER G3 KIOSK. 


Think of it as a digital printing station in a box, 
It allows your customers to print 
„ТЕ. pictures from their mobile phones, 
digital cameras and CDs 
in as quick as 12 seconds. 
And as it is no bigger 
than an ATM machine, 
you can place it in 
any high-traffic location, 
Maximize your area , 
and earn from your 
one square meter space. 


For business inquiries, send us an e-mall at 
picturemaker.inquiry@ kodak.com 
Or contact tel. 810-03-31 and look for 
Gerlie Palma Gil (loc, 430) or Hedda Kison (loc. 420), 
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THE FORMER site of the world's 
largest garbage-dump, the Smokey 
Mountain of Balut, Tondo, Manila. 
will soon be the site of the most in- 
novative e-trading facility devoted 
to the poor of the metropolis. 
ў Dubbed “Malls without Walls" 
J|. program, the project isa daring ven- 
ture of the Smokey Mountain resi- 
dents into the brave, new world of 
electronic trading, networking and 
marketing. 

The ambitious program takes off 
from the various socio-cultural pro- 
grams of the Parish of the Risen 
Christ, headed by its spiritual lead- 
er the legendary Father Benigno 
"Ben" Beltran. Known to the public 
and his brethren in Tondo as the 
man who pioneered people empow- 
erment projects in the districr re- 
garded as the symbol of extreme 
poverty in the Philippines, Fr. Ben, 
also leads the Vicariate team of 
eight parishes in the Manila in a 
holistic program called Sam- 
bayanang Kristiyano Enterprise De- 
‘velopment Program or SKEDPRO. 

SKEDPRO is envisioned to imple- 
ment a comprehensive blueprint of 
developmental programs anchored 
оп spiritual empowerment, eco- 
nomic development and historical 
awareness; all in the spirit of sandi- 
waan or unity in spirit. 


Enough bread and fish 

The E-Trading program concept 
stemmed from an equally innova- 
tive and ambitious program aimed 
at utilizing elearning to help 
70,000 out-of-school youths earn 
their high school diploma, The pro- 
posal, presented by Fr. Ben himself 
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Smokey folks find e-trading; earning in the dumps 


eager 


SMOKEY permanent housing where the first environmental church is to be built. 


uring the 3rd National Conference 
оп E-Learning last August, was met 
by an overwhelming wave of sup- 
port from all sectors 

The program, spearheaded by 
Beltran’s Sandiwaan Center for 
Learning in Smokey Mountain, 
would use hundreds of old donated 
computers and digitized content 
based on 147 secondary level mod: 
ules developed by the Bureau of 
Nonformal Education under the De- 
partment of Education, 

The paper-based modules will 
then be encoded as interactive 
courses in animated Macromedia 
Flash. The modules cover basic edu- 
cation subjects as English, Science 
and Math. 

The response to the e-learning 
program was so awe-inspiring that 
Sandiwaan received some 400 PCs 
from the United States and a hun- 
dred more in pledges locally and 
from other countries, 

Tr. Ben's program, fueled solely 


se gre 


by his growing intimacy with 
Smokey Mountain and its people, 
envisions to go beyond the confines 
of the former garbage district and 
ол to the six distriets of Manila and 
in Lanao del Norte, where teachers 
trained in non-formal education are 
plenty. 

The energetic priests estimates 
the completion of 60 local-area net- 
‘works in different parts of the coun- 
try by the middle of 2006. 

With the rate donations and 
pledges are pouring in, a comple- 
menting, if not an entirely stand- 
alone program was aching to be 
born from the same fertile womb of 
compassion that had uplifted the 
citizens of Smokey Mountain, And 
the people are more than ready. 

Tr, Beltran is now eyeing solicit- 
ing help from locators in the area in 
the form of wood and cement and 
other raw materials for the commu- 
nity’s produce. 

Harbour Centre, 


the newest, 


most modern port facility in the 
area welcomed the priest’s proposal 
and is currently designing a comple- 
menting program to help in the in- 
frastructural needs of Fr. Beltran's 
program. 

"Through the years of interacting 
with the people of Smokey Moun- 
tain, we have come to treat them, 
not as helpless beneficiaries of gov- 
ernment welfare programs, but as 
empowered partners in making the 
area the hub of total human and in- 
frastructural development, said 
Harbour Centre СЕО Michael 
Romero. "We are always here to 
help," he said. 


Malls without walls 

Ka Minda Salcedo talks about e- 
networking with a smile. That is be- 
cause she has been around long 
enough to watch Fr, Beltran's efforts 
reach fruition. 

^ four year veteran in Fr. Ben's 
service team, Ka Minda recalls the 
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many projects that slowly trans- 
formed the lives of the people of 
Smokey Mountain. She cited micro. 
lending, day care services, mult 
purpose cooperative development, 
leaming facilities and certificate 
courses, livelihood opportunities 
and a host of other worthy pro- 
grams, Fr. Ben and his team intro- 
duced in more than a decade of liv- 
ing with the poor in Tondo. 

Ка Minda considers the e-trading 
program forefronted by SKEDPRO 
as the missing link that would tie to- 
gether all other programs currently 
Online. 

Ever since its soft launch last 
June, the SKEDPRO had gone full 
blast їп networking and marketing. 
To date, the project office bulk sup- 
plies some 30 residential buildings 
in the temporary housing area with 
rice, organic agricultural produce, 
earth-friendly soap and detergent, 
and bags made of recycled paper. 

Ka Minda is currently helping in 

the networking arm 
of the project that 
seeks out qualified 
suppliers from as far 
as Pangasinan and 
Nueva Ecija. 

Their efforts are 
about to be augment- 
ed and enhanced by 
Web-based technolo- 
gies and cutting-edge 
electronic — systems 
under the e-trading 
program of SKED- 
PRO, 


Best practices 
emulated „= 
jw ted, TUM 
ЫН Se. Fr 
Ben, "thé “e-trading 
concept currently:be- 
ing developed : by 
SKEDPRO is' pat 
termed after the high 
ly-successful system 
used by the farmers 
of India, The inter- 
net-based system, us- 
es what Hindus ‘call 
e-Choupals—a net- 
work of Internet-eon- 
nected kiosks that 
һай successfully: re- 
organized the role of 
middlemen in ‘the 
marketing process of 
agricultural prodücts 
inthecounty ; 
The  e-Choupals, 
according to SKED- 
PRO program imple- 
mentors, had re- 
placed the traditional 
mandis or market 
auction yards, and 
had reduced to a con- 
siderable extent the 
costs in facilitating 
different links in:the 
transaction ch of 
farmers. This result- 
ed in increased sav- 
ings and the disgov- 
ery of a growing mar- 
ket for farm produce 
through the Internet, 
Fr, Ben and com- 
pany hopes to repli- 
cate the Indian mod- 
el and replace manu- 
al procurement and 
trading that has been 
slowing down the 
pace of enterprise de- 
velopment in the 
community with a 
system aided by web 
and database tech. 
nology of the times. 
in the SKEDPRO, 
pipeline is the design 
of an e-trading web- 
site dedicated to the 
existing produce of 
Smokey Mountain. 


Government Warning: 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health 


‘The team prays that 
this new direction 
would accelerate the 
pace of the holistic 
program that, not on- 
ly aims to improve 
livelihood in the 
community, but also 
to create more shar- 
ing, caring and dar- 
ing citizens, aware of 
their significant con- 
tribution in a com- 
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BUY A STYLISH PIXMA PRINTER. 
GET A CHANCE TO DRIVE HOME A STYLISH PEUGEOT 206. 
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Photo Perfection. 


PHOTO PERFECTION BY Introducing the KODAK PICTURE MAKER G3 KIOSK. 


You have as many potential customers 
as there are owners of mobile phones 
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For business inquiries, send us an e-mail at 
picturemaker.inquiry @kodak.com 
Or contact tel. 810-03-31 and look for 
Gerlie Palma Gil (loc. 430) or Hedda Kison (loc. 420). 
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CEOs, brand leaders share success secrets in Pana confab 


THE PHILIPPINE Association of 
National Advertisers (Pana) is set 
to gather the country's leading 
brand’ building professionals for 
its biennial convention slated on 
Nov. 4 and 5 at the Isla Ballroom 
of the Edsa Shangri-la Hotel, 
Mandaluyong City. Dubbed “View 
From the Top: Leaders Perspec- 
tives on Brand Building”, this 
highly anticipated, “must attend” 
event is expected to draw huge 
crowds of participants from the 
marketing and advertising indus- 
try as well as from the academe 
over the two day conference. 

With the theme “Building 
Brands Through Inspired Leader- 
ship and Innovation”, the 2004 
PANA Convention will give the 
participants not only an exclusive 
look into the clout-building se- 
crets that make brands dominant 
but also a private access into the 
brand leadership insights of the 
personalities behind those suc- 
cesses. It is a well-rounded pro- 
gram with plenary sessions that 
talk about marketing, leadership, 
innovation, advocacy and adver- 


liances. 


WARNER Manning, HongKong and Shanghai 
Bank Corp (HSBC) СЕО 


tising. The best and brightest 
minds in marketing and adver 
ing today will conduct the ses- 
sions, consisting of CEOs and top. 
management 

steered their 
brands to great heights. Parti 
pants are even free to engage in 
‘open dialogues with the speakers 
at specified times for a rewarding 
encounter with the brand lead- 
ers. The event also makes for a 
great opportunity for marketing 
and advertising professionals to 
link up with each other and even 
possibly form professional al- 


executives who 
companies and 


‘Among the event's main speak- 
ers include industry giants like 
Globe Telecom president and 
CEO Gerry Ablaza, who will 
speak on the topic “Leadership 
through Pioneering Innovations 
that Expand the Limits of the 
Telecommunications 
and Jollibee Foods Corp EVP 
Ernesto Tanmantiong, on "Build- 
ing a Brand to Emerge asa Leader 
in а Multinational-dominated 
arena". Unilever chair and CEO 


Industry", 


Howard Belton will 
speak on “Managing 
Corporate Identity 
amidst Change to 
Build Stronger 
Brands’, while 
Hongkong апі 
Shanghai Bank Corp. 


HOWARD Belton, Unilever chair and CEO 


ing expert Dr. Ned Roberto of the Asian Insti 
tute of Management will speak about "What 
Makes a Winning Brand in the Eyes of the 
Consumers". ABS CBN Foundation Inc man- 
aging director Gina Lopez will share her ex- 
pertise on "Corporate Social Responsibility: 
Building Brands through Strategic Advoca- 
cles". Shopwise EVP and general manager 
Donnie Tantoco will let the audience in on 
how "Effective Customer Relationship Mar- 
keting Propels Brands to Leadership", while 
Publicis chair Minyong Ordonez will focus on 
"How Leading Brands Communicate: Case 
Studies of Market Leaders and their Success- 
ful Marketing Communications Campaigns". 
Keynote speaker is Sen. Manuel "Mar" Roxas, 
who will address issues that link brand-build- 


(HSBC) CEO Warner 
Manning will tackle 
the issue of "Global 
to Local: Making a 
Global Brand Thrive 
through Strategi 
Adaptation of Local 
Culture." 

Summit Media 
publisher Lisa 
Gokongwei-Cheng 
will share her in- 
sights on "Creating 
Successful Brands In. 
the Uncharted Terri- 
tory of Magazine 
Publishing”, "while 
Splash Corp chair 
and CEO Dr. Rolando 
Hortaleza will unveil 
his success formula 
for “Innovations that 
Build Competitive 
Advantage”. Market- 


ingto nation building. 


MINYONG Ordonez, Publicis chair 


DONNIE Tantoco, Shopwise EVP and general 
manager 


This rare gathering of business leaders is 
organized by Pana and is sponsored by GMA 
7, Smart, ABS-CBN, Globe Telecom, The 
Philippine Star, The Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
PLDT myDSL, Eat Bulaga (TAPE Inc.), Sum- 
mit Media, Ad Photo, and Strategic Works Inc 
(Stratworks). 


Jolllbee Foods Corp EVP + 


ventes 


DR. ROLANDO Hortaleza, Splash Corp chair and 
CEO 


Limited seats are available so register now. 
Interested participants may register online by 
visiting www.pana.com.ph/convention2004, 
Registration rate is at P7,000 per delegate. 
‘There is also a package rate of P6,500 each for 
three or more delegates from one company. 
For further details, call the Pana secretariat at 
894-0474. 


BERRY Ablaza, Globe Telecom president and CEO 


‘And with the unveiling of the custom-built 
122 sq. meter structure loft model unit right 
outside Power Plant Mall, Rockwell expects 
more inquiries to pour in as more people dis- 
cover the novel concept of living offered by 
Joya. 

"Loft apartments are the latest innovation 
in urban living. They are functional, practi- 
cal, at the same time chic,” Padilla said. Padi 
la led the opening of the Joya Loft model unit 
at the Rockwell Center before about 350 
guests, mostly tenants and investors. “The 
Tofts make the urban life on the East Side 
more exciting,” he added. Joya's lofts draw 
inspiration from San Jose, California's chic 
Santana Row. 

Located on the east side of Rockwell Cen- 
ter, the lofts are part of Joya at Rockwell, a 
twin tower residential condominium thats 
number six in Rockwell Land's residential 
projects on 15.5 hectares of land in Makati 
where a Meralco power plant used to sit 

‘The newly opened loft model unit is a cus- 
tom-built 122-sqm structure right outside 
Power Plant Mall. It is a two-bedroom unit 
with a handsomely furbished receiving area 
and floor-to-ceiling windows and glass wall 
panels. Above is a sort of balcony that over- 
looks the living room - it is actually a three- 
walled nest that serves as the master’s bed- 
room. This spot offers the best view of the 
house. 

“The lofts eater to those who want to build 
а home that will fit their needs and wants. 
‘These days home, for many people, is where 


No, not the distinctive works of Joya, the national artist for the vi- 
sual arts, but Joya at Rockwell, the latest posh twin tower residen- 
tial development at the east side of Rockwell Center in Makati. 


Je is hot. These days, more and more Filipinos are buying Joya. 


you could feel at home,” Padilla philoso- 
phized. He is convinced the A, B and upper C 
market of Rockwell will find the lofts the “ul- 
timate living space” and will truly appreciate 
the concept of "owning a home and такі 
your own.” The lofts are sold bare so buyers 
are free to design it to suit their needs and 
‘wants. One would therefore fee! at home in 
L3 
Padilla said they are pioneering the lofts in 
the Philippines. He believed the lofts could 
make for a new definition of home in the city. 
He was right. The market responded warmly, 
creating a niche among expats, overseas Fil- 
ipinos and local businessmen. “Rockwell nev- 
er sits on what's working," he said. 

The lofts are scheduled for completion in 
2007. But they are almost sold out. Accord- 
ing to Padilla, Rockwell has been selling one, 
unit a day since it started pre-selling in Jan- 
wary 2004. He said they had to find a way to 
add more loft units since 80 percent were 
sold right away. "Our buyers desire a home 
that's more about living and less about sur- 
vival, a home with space and light, which 
guaranteed them eight hours of sleep, a safe 
environment, as well as great shopping and 
recreational experience," Padilla explained. 

Joya at Rockwell boasts of its varied recre- 
ational amenities: outdoor swimming pools 
in a tropical landscape setting, a children's 
playground and sundeck areas, a club room 
with a view of the pool, a games and billiards 
тоот, a two story gym and fitness centes, 
badminton and multipurpose courts. 
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Filipino expressionist master now the by-word in posh living 
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BABY Paterno, Nene Lichauco, Paquito Lichauco, architect Willie Coscoluella, and Franklin Chan enjoy the ling room of Joya's 


loft model unit. 


INTERIOR designer Arlen de Guz- 
man (standing 4th from ieft) with fel- 
low architects. 


ROCKWELL Land Corp president Tong 
Padilla, Bettina Osmofia, Maritess Lopez, 
Nene Lichauco, an Paquito Lichauco lead 
the opening of Joya at Rockwell's Loft 
‘model unit. 
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A closer look at hunger in the Philippines 


By Dennis M. Arroyo nutrient is met. But only protein wasting are a special concern, as фе most remote areas. The land nets into waters not very far from оп public or private land and 
Contributor makes the grade for the average these may represent the cumula- cultivated is steep, so the soil the shore. Those who rent their build their makeshift settle 
Filipino; even energy intake is tive effects of a poor diet, under- erodes and its nutrients are boats are poorer than those who ments. 
‘THESWS poll last Augustshowed lacking. The following are the mining as well the long-term drained away. They are too high own them. At the bottom of the theirtenure insecure, they 
that 15 percent went hungry dur- mean daily nutrient health prospects of the malnour- for irrigation systems, so they rung are hired hands. The catch don't have legal access to public 
ing the last three months. This adequacy ratios: ished children,” say Brionesetal. һауе to rely on the rain. has been falling across the years utilities like water or power. 
piece will look more deeply into Protein 106.2 percent ade- ‘These’ add up to poor natural partly because commercial fishing Because of their limited educa- 
hunger in the Philippines. Whats quate Most vulnerable sectors resources and scant seasonal pro- ships ply into these reserved areas. tion, they find work mostly in the 
the general nutrition situation Retinol equivalent 88.1 Which work sectors are the duction. Worse, they can't really “Although fishing isa year-round informal sector, with its paltry in- 
here? Which sectors are most vul- Niacin 88.0 most vulnerable, the most inse- access markets, public services, activity, the volume caught and the comes. 
erable to bunger? Energy 87.8 cure. about their daily meals? or non-farm jobs. species of fish vary by season, re- “In times of high food prices or 
The source is a chapter from — Ascorbicacid 73.2 They are the upland farmers, Farm laborers have noassetsbe- sulting in income fluctuations with- low income, the urban poor often 
the book Food Security in the ‘Thiamine 68.4 lowland farmers who do not own sides their own muscles. They are in the year,” say the UPLB authors. have to forego the consumption 
Philippines, published by the In- Calcium 67.2 their land or have no irrigation, hired to work in others’ fields of 5 х of nonfood items,” say ће au- 
stitute of Strategic Planning and — Iron64.7 subsistence fishermen, and the rice, com, coconut, or sugarcane. Selling work animals thors. "Their unsanitary living 
Policy Studies. The ISPPSisbased Riboflavin 57.1 urban poor. With little education, they сапт The rural poor cope with food conditions make them and espe- 
at the University of the Philip- Source: Food and Nutrition Re- Here аге some FNRI ratios for find alternative jobs. Their incomes insecurity via barter and sharing cially their children more prone 
pings at Los Baños. The chapter search Institute (FNRI) survey of energy nutrient adequacy ac- аге seasonal, so they are vulnera- among relatives and friends. Іп to disease and less capable of as- 
onthe household's food security 1993. cording to the work of the fami- ble to food price hikes. This group the most extreme cases they sell similating nutrients.” 
маў written by Roehlano Briones, ^ lys main bread winner: is usually neglected in most agri- their tools and’ work animals, Тһе state should seek ways to 
Rolando Corcolon, Zenaida Malnourished preschoolers Farm laborers 89.7 percent ad- cultural and rural development which leads them to destitution. hike off-season employment in 
‘Sumalde, and Virgilio Villancio. About a tenth of rural pre- equate programs,” say the authors. ‘The urban poor arise from the these vulnerable sectors. 
x: school children are malnour- Share tenants 86.9 i т rural poor who migrate to the Comments to dennisar- 
Inadequate nutrition ished, as seen in their weight. Small fishermen 85.8 Waiting for rain cities in search ofjobs. They squat royo@yahoo.com 
“Nutrient intake throughout the Malnutrition is more serious in Hired fishermen 78.5 Lowland farmers make up a 
country was highly inadequate... the rural areas than inthe urban. No occupation 78.0 large and mixed group. Even 
The micronutrient situation is se- The following data on rural Kaingeros 73.2 among those who own land, 
rious, with severe inadequacies in children show how many are un- г 4, fields tend to be small, so in- 
calcium, iron and riboflavin,” say derweight, stunted, and wasted. Marginalizedinthemoun- comes are modest. Over time, 


Briones and company. ‘Taken from a 1993 FNRI survey, tains fields get more fragmented as 

In the table below, the passing they cover kids Oto6yearsold: Тһе protein intake of upland they pass to succeeding genera- 
grade is not а school’s usual 75 Underweight 9.5 percent farmers (70.9 percent adequate) tions. The most vulnerable are * 
percent. Rather, the passing mark Stunted 6.0 falls far below the national mean ` those with no irrigation and thus 


is 100 percent: that means the Wasted 7.0 (106.2 percent). They eke out a dependent on rainfall. 
daily minimum for the specific “Тһе figures on stunting and living with subsistence crops in Subsistence fishermen cast their 
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corn has been growing only by 
1.68 percent a year, which could 
have easily been matched as corn 
yields can actually be doubled, 
tripled or even increased five-fold 
with the application of the latest 
package of technologies. 

Unfortunately, the agriculture 
sector has not responded favor- 
ably to the advances in technolo- 
gy readily available. A study 
made by Economist Arsenio M. 
Balisacan, of the UP School of 
Ecgnomics, reveals how the 
coitntry's agriculture fares poorly 
compared to other Asian coun- 
tries. 


Laggard in Asia 
Jt noted that the Philippine av- 
erage corn yields for years 2000- 
2002 were surprisingly the low- 
estat 1.7 metric tons per hectare. 
Many corn farmers using tradi- 
tional varieties even produce al releases were as low as “Authority to Procure” to the"Au- all them. 
much lower at 12 MT per Р11.475 billion. Actual releases thority to Pay" Traditionally, Currently, there are strong 
hectare. for 2004 may also be lower giv- government does the purchasing moves to bring back the 
This is extremely way below en the current austerity pro- and direct distribution of pro- decades-old system of centraliz- 
China's average corn yields of 4.7 gram, thus making the 2004 duction inputs to farmers. Know- ing procurement. Secretary 
MT per hectare; Vietnam's and budget the lowest in real terms ing how the bureaucracy moves, Arthur Yap, who is used to cen- 
Indonesia's 2.8 MT. Even Myan- if the effects of inflation are fur- the inefficiencies and built-inde- tralized bulk purchases as for- 
mar posted a higher average therconsidered. lays made the system ineffective mer National Food Authority ad- 
close to 1.9 MT per hectare. East Supposedly, government and costly. It also reinforced the ministrator, seems to agree with 
and Southeast Asia recorded also should pump in more support for political patronage system. And some officials who want to get 
higher average yields of 2.5 MT, agriculture to achieve food secu- we are not yet talking about pos- back their power and authority 
while developing countries post- rity and price stability. Indeed, sible crooks in the system who to procure. 
ed also.an average yield of 2.9MT опе way to alleviate poverty isto divert resources reaching the There are smear campaigns 
per hectare for the same period. lower food prices through a big- farmers. against the new system claiming 
‘There are varieties that can even ger agricultural production. The Тһе new system removed the й results in higher seed prices, 
produce over 10MT perhectare. Agriculture Fisheries Moderniza- “power of bureaucrats to pro- when records show prices were 
tion Act (Afma) is supposed toal- сше" and negotiate business. In- stable. There are even ridicu- 
Cheap meat products locate an additional P20 billion a stead, it empowered the farmers lous reports accusing the ship- 
Itis no wonder imported meat year on top of the regular yearly to exercise their right to buy and ping sector led by Doris 
products like beef and chicken DA budget. Unfortunately, the Af- choose their product and brand — Magsaysay-Ho, who sits in the 
were extremely cheap for many та budget is now reinterpreted name. corn board, for allegedly bene- 
years. Even com from as far as to mean the maximum allowable. Here, “regulated market fiting from the new system 
the US is 30 percent cheaper. And since the law is silent on its forces,” which area contradiction when the shipping industry has 
Blaming imports solely for minimum, even a small alloca- of sorts, operate freely with farm- got nothing to do with corn pro- 
killing local corn farmers is bark- tion for capital outlay included in ers making their free choice. duction. Shipping firms, like 
ing аг the wrong tree. The prob- the regular budgets alreadycon- Under ordinary times, the truckers, are simply represented 
lem lies in the lack of the right sidered an Айтта compliance. farmer chooses the better hy- in the corn board as they form 
policies and programs that could brid seeds costing P2,500 to рап of the logistics chain in the 
bring down the right technolo- Seeds of change P2,800 per bag. The P1,200 corn trade. Of course they bene- 
gies to the farmers. But despite the low budgets, price discount cards therefore fit as volume trading increases, 
Corn may contribute a little to corn production surged only be- gives him a price relief. The but there is nothing wrong with By the time you finish reading this ad, 
the agriculture sector, but its im- cause of two controversial strate- dealer sells the seeds at less that. you could have already made one transaction. 
pact and linkages aretremendous gies. The first was subsidizing hy- Pl,200andcollectsthediscount Moreover, charges that the 
being vital to the entire livestock- brid сот seeds through the cards for conversion jnto cash new system is padded with cor- 
poultry sector, not to mention P1,200 discount cards, which withthe DA. DAS regional direc- ruption are. baseless as there is no 
their impact on restaurants and were distributed directly to tors redeem the discount cards way to pad on extra margins as 
food chains like Jollibee which farmer beneficiaries, Whether and pay the dealers. cg way toascertain which Introducing the KODAK PICTURE MAKER G3 KIOSK. 
consume so much chicken and this маза form of vote-buying or But certain DA officials want brand and what volume will a 
other meat products. not isa different story. to return to the "Authority to farmer buy. There is no way also " = 
n This strategy simply reversed Procure” system using the forgovernment to negotiate indi- _This Kodak digital photo printer in a box ank 
Declining support the market-oriented policy much-abused argument that by  vidually with all the hundreds of print pictures in as fast as 12 seconds. Multiply 
Why agriculture has not done regime prevailing over the past dealing directly with suppliers dealers nationwide. On the con- that with the number of minutes 
well is because of the apparent decade-and-a-half by shifting through bulk purchases, gov- trary, it is easier to make a “clean of operation daily and you can 
lack of support. Agriculture's back to direct subsidies. After all, ernment can negotiate for bet- cut” through negotiated bulk pur- 3 just imagine how many 
budget has been declining іл оуег the market, left alone, will notre- ter prices. chases. customers you can serve. 
the past few years. As early as ally do the trick, given all theim- Unfortunately, this is very vul- Apparently, DA people are With the mine 
1998, DA requested for P36.4 bil-  perfections in the market. nerable to corruption. Secondly, just squabbling about how to 3i ihe Qrowing 
lion, but Congress only approved ^ А Philippine Institute of De- і destroys the private sector’sex- share in the pie, when their , popularity of mobile 
P15.7 billion. In 1999, it asked velopment Studies (PIDS) study isting dealership and distribution main task is to increase the pie о phone cameras and 
for P53.9 billion, but only got says that even if prices of corn network as government com- by boosting production to bene- я digital imaging 
P15.08 billion. are high because of a shortage, petes in the market distribution fit the entire country The new plus the quick turnover 
Seeing the futility of bigger this is not enough incentive for business, which is not really its system is actually a blend of the 3, 3 time your business 
requests, DA steadily reduced farmers to produce more. But job. best features minus the negative V 24 vici 
its request to P45.47 billion in the price of production inputs , E aspects of two extreme system: 2 will surely click, 
2000, down to P36.76 billion in like fertilizers and hybrid seeds, “Why fix, ifitain’t broke?” centralization vs devolution or 
2002, and finally down to isa major factor, which farmers Thirdly, several records show decentralization; market liber- 
P20.85 billion іп 2003. havelittlecontrolofhavinglim- how some government officials alization vs — protectionis For business inquiries, send us an e-mail at 
Congress pared down these ге. ited resources and low purchas- even excluded in their proposed deregulation vs stringent regu- picturemaker.inquiry @ kodak.com 
quests further to P15.08 billion ing power. listing of accredited seed deal- lation. So why fix, if it ain't Or contact tel. 810-03-31 and look for 
in 1999, P20.8 billion in 2000, ers the more popular seeds sup- broke as one management guru Gerlie Palma Gil (loc. 430) or Hedda Kison (loc. 420). 
P20.03 billion in 2002, downto Crux of the matter pliers traditionally preferred by said. Why mess it up, when you 
P16.82 billion іп 2003, and fi- А second vital strategy intro- farmers, thus showing their un- are enjoying а production 
nally down to only P13.6 billion duced by former Agriculture Sec- usual preference and protec- boom? 
for 2004. Actual releases are retary Luis Lorenzo wasashiftin tionism favoring only afewseed (Тһе author is a member of the 
worse owing to compulsory sav- the system of distributing the suppliers. We prefer not to men- Philippine Agricultural Journalists Share Moments. Share Liter KA 
ings. In 2003, for instance, actu- government subsidy from an tion any of them to be fair with Inc.) 


‘YELLOW corn production, on which the P200-billion livestack-poultry sector depends on, has been 
growing from one percent in 2002, to 3.2 percent in 2003 and is projected to grow by 12.1 percent for 
2004, 
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What do I do when I can't remember the name of someone I met? 


Q: What should I do 

when ] meet some- 

one whose face looks Goopness 
familiar but whose GRACES 
name 1 know 1 will 

not remember in the |. 
nextfiveseconds? Lia 5, 

‘A: This happensto Bernardo 
me constantly and 1 
panic. The more I 
panic, the more I 
cannot force myself to remember the name(s) 
of these people T haven't seen for along time. 
Istherea trick to this? 

No one is ever pleased if you say, “I know 
your face, but I just can’t recall your name.” 
Tactful people who aren't infallible about 
names work out a technique for coping with 
these bad moments. If you are warmly greet- 
ed by someone whose name, or maybe 
whose face too, you can't remember—say 
something harmless such as "Nice to see you, 
its been a long time” or “You're looking well." 
Then while looking quite attentive let the 
other person do the talking until he or she 
gives a clue as to identify himself or herself. 
Let us hope he doesn't say, “You don't ré- 
member me, do you?" for your own expres- 
sion should indicate you remember hint or 
her well and favorably. If it is a business in- 
teraction, then you may request for a calling 
card to jump start your memory. That way 
you may refer to this person as Mr. Santos or 
‘Ms Santos (based on the last name on the 
calling card). Most calling cards carry the 
person's full names as such resist the tempta: 
tion to make up possible nicknames as you 
may find yourself in a deeper bind. Not all 
Franciscos are Pacos some may be Kikos. So 

its better to stick to Mr. 

If you have trouble remembering the 
names that match faces, always help out the 
other person who is probably suffering from 
the same thing. Never say, "do you remem- 
ber me?" or worst, “You don't know who T 
am, do you?" Instead, in greeting people 
you haven't seen for some time or whom 
you are meeting outside of your usual place 
of encounter, identify yourself quickly and 
gracefully. "Mr. Lopez, it is nice to see you 
again, I'm Tony Reyes from XYZ Company, 
we met at a cocktail party your company 
hosted last month.” It is certainly more 
modest and tactful to assume that you are 
not remembered. 

Please email your business etiquette queries 
to ctiquetteconsultants@hotmail.com names of 
senders will not be published. 
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realization of European versatility. Aside from 3 By Michael M. Alunan 
Contributor 


its beautiful, sophisticated design, which is a SER core соно oleae a 


The Tiptronic Prache gearbox А ing оп а production boom it never experi- 
lets yu ше eter anal or feast for the eyes, it is made more interesting иас id Molple 
but controversial change in the system of 
with its host of smart features. Like its six spending the P400 million a year corn pro- 
gram, which is unfortunately being reversed, 
" i : unwittingly, by the Department of Agricul- 

airbags, an Anti-Lock Braking System with ЕЕ 
д ie Yellow corn production, on which the P200 
Electronic Brake Force Distribution, a spacious z billion livestock-poultry sector depends on, 
ic sees and бе” The relrigerated glove box less А has been growing from one percent in 2002, 
ауе Һаген protect your” јог ате гитти *™¢* interior, an airconditioning system with pollen S d to 3.2 percent in 2003 and is projected to 
grow by 12.1 percent for 2004. Production for 
this third quarter alone is even expected to 
surge by 24 percent from 1.44 million metric 
817-9505 S i КЛ tons їп 2003 to 1.79 million MT, says а docu- 
а s ment entitled "The Philippine Corn Roadmap 

and Business Plan." 

This high growth rate is a complete con- 

emm. e dee " : в trast to the dismal average 0.23 percent annu- 
6 Ew | alinerease over the past 13 years with aver- 
age production stagnating at 4.3 million.MT, 
the same DA study said. 

But imports remain high. Rising corn pro- 
duction is a welcome development that could 
reverse increasing corn imports that are rising 
Exclusive Distributor: AUTOFRANCE PHILIPPINES, INC. = Email mypeugeot@peugeot.com ph heftly by 36.28 percent a year. Com imports 
Authorized Dealers: MAKATI Lion Motors, Inc, 2230 Don Chino Roces Ане, Makati City Teis: (632) 840 2809, (632) 840 2904 Emait peugeotssles@lonmotors.comph | are now hitting about one million metric tons 
ORTIGAS > O. N. Аза Premier Cars, nc. | Opal Road corner ADB Ave., Ortigas Centre, Pasig City Tels: (632) 637 0416, 632) 637 0417 * CEBU Cebuano | "YAE 


à Imports cannot be controlled as demand 
Motors Corp, 21 A. S. Fortuna Se, Banilad, Mandaue Сау. Cebu Tels: (032) 346 2724, (032) 343 7103 + PAMPANGA + Car Chy. Inc, 6-5-0 Road, Dolores, | for corn has been averaging at 5.3 million MT 


San Fernando City, Pampanga Tels.: (045) 861 2673, (045) 861'2674 per year, much higher than local production 
‘Authorized Service Center: 2230 Don Chino Roces Ave., Makati City Tels: (632) 840 2809, (632) 840 2904 of only 4.3 million MT. And yet demand for 
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Juan Luna ү 


masterpiece a top : 
seller in Singapore 


By Kitty Go = 
Contributor 


S INGAPORE—Originally esti- 


z m 


mated to fetch a total of 

about S$5 million, last Oct. 
10's South East Asian Paintings 
sale held by Sotheby's yielded a 
record breaking $$8,256,120. In- 
deed, it qualifies what Malaysian 
dealer Valentine Willie said in his 
talk sponsored by the Singapore 
Tourism Board, "Since 1993, when 
Sothebys held its first auction 
here, the market has gone from 
strength to strength, with some 
pictures quadrupling in value.” 

It is well-known that Indonesians domi- 
nate the South East Asian market in sales 
and in artwork. The first half of the 20th cen- 
tury was an exciting time for Western artists 
in Indonesia. (Mr. Willie maintains these are 
now exciting times for native South East 
Asian artists.) Their art developed in inter- 
esting directions as a result of their contact 
and experience with Indonesian culture of 
which they were spellbound. This reflected 
in their art, neither completely eastern or 
western in style, which illustrated impres- r 
sions that could have been taken for granted $e 
by locals. 4 
One such artist was Dutchman Willem [ERN 
Hofker, who was mesmerized,by the physical Ez ES 
beauty of the Balinese when he arrived on 
the island in 1938. He was overwhelmed by 
the talent of little children for channeling an 
enormous store of culture, grace and divine- 
like inspiration into the expression of his art. 
This auction’s top seller, Tjawan and Sadri, a 
rare oil painting by Hofker showing two 
young dancers juxtaposed on the same can- 
vas, was estimated at $$250,000 to 350,000 
but sold for close to $$600,000. Both girls 
were the artist's frequent subject matters but 
seldom were they placed together. 

Miguel Covarrubias was a caricaturist in 
Mexico who moved to Bali also in the '305 
and made his name as one of the masters of 
the Indo-European genre. His Balinesa was 
the third most expensive painting in the sale 
and bidding started at $$210,000, S$10,000 
over the high estimate. Someone in the room 
quickly upped the bid to $250,000, 
$550,000 more than the high estimate of 
$200,000. He lost to an American collector 
on the phone but it should be duly noted that. 
the maiden in the watercolor bore an uncan- 
ny resemblance to the bidder's wife, who sat 
next to him in a tropical floral print top in ће 
room, 

The second most expensive lot was “Steel 
Mills” (1893) by Juan Luna, which sold for 
$$518,000, within its estimate of S$450,000 
to $650,000. The two-part painting (not 
quite a diptych as each looks great alone) 
paid tribute to the hardworking laborers and 
was painted during the socialist realist phase 
oftheartist. , d i E 7 
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ARIS Bagtas' gleeful Filipino at Eiffel Tower “FRENCH Kiss," by Wilfredo Offemaria NORMAN Dreo's impressionist surprise 


Four 
fourC] 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor 


AST June, four 
award-winning 


artists boarded a 
plane bound for Berlin. 
They discovered that 
though their muses had 
flown with them to Eu- 
rope, home beckoned. 

The trip was the first ofa series 
of tours as a preparation for the 
publication of a coffee-table book 
to promote Philippine culture 
through the visual arts. 

Aris Bagtas, whose colorful 
pieces often depict town fiestas, 
was aptly chosen to paint Philip- 
pine festivals. Norman Dreo, 
known for his minimalist stil life, 
‘would render objects of Chinese, 
Spanish and American influence. 

Wilfredo Offemaria of the real- 
ist bent would paint about Fil- 
ipino workers and traditions. An- 
er Sebastian, savvy with land- 
scapes, would depict places of in- 
terest and scenic spots. 

Philippine embassies in Berlin, 
Belgium, Vienna and Luxem- 


R Sebastian’s European landscape 


Halili at West, 
Robillo van der Linden at Mag:Net 


THE DRAWING Room (Metrostar Buildin 
Metropolitan Avenue, Makati) is showing "Lush 
until ct. 19. It features the works of Noel Cuizon, 
Kiko Escora, Alfred Esquillo, Karen Flores, Tita. 
Lim and Clairelynn Uy. Call 8977877. 


THE ALCOVE features Retrotista's "Caught in the 
‘Act of Being a Woman," on Oct. 19-Nov. 12 at Fil- 
ipinas Heritage Library (Ayala Triangle, Makati 
Ave., Makati). The group brings into focus the 
‘many facets of womanhood in this exhibit of 
black-and-white photos. Call 7593371 or 
8921801 


"ABOUT Face 2" 
VISUAL ARTS ‘s the solo exhibit 
f Elaine Roberto- 
Navas until Oct. 
24 at Finale Art Gallery (SM Megamall А). The 
new works are ропгай of contemporary artists 
and friends who represent a cross-section of dif- 
ferent eras and sensiblties. Сай 6342410 to 11 


IN “WHIMSICAL Windows" at Galleria Duemila, 
Phyllis Zaballero returns to a favorite visual mo- 
tif—the window. The show runs until Oct. 27 at 
The Artwalk, 4/L, Megamall A. Call 6343261 


THE CRUCIBLE Gallery showcases Simeon Dee's 
36 watercolor drawings. The exhibit runs until 
Oct. 26, 4/L, SM Megamall A. Call 6356061 


ART Center (4/L, SM Megamall) presents Anto- 
nio Leafio's “Quiescens” until Oct. 19. The artist 
beckons viewers to engage the artwork as pres- 
ence as an incarnation ol consciousness. Call 
7229205 or 8132310. 


GREGORY Ray Найз art has always been 
‘marked by the memories of growing up and re- 
visiting the Philippines. This can be seen In 
“Homage to the People of the Philippine 
Cordilleras," on Oct. 21-Nov. 2 at West Gallery, 
Megamall. Call 6341284. 


GRAVITY, piginent and space all coalesce on can- 
vas in “Faint Descent," Mm Yu's latest exhibit at 
Mag:Net Gallery Paseo, Paseo Center, Paseo de 
Roxas cor. Sedeno Sts., Makati. The exhibit is 
from Oct, 21-Nov. 6. Call 8177895. 


“CONFESSIONAL Box" is the first collaborative 
project of multimedia artist Norberto Roldan and 
dance artist Donna Miranda. The works explore 
the feelings and emotions evoked by the act of 
confession. The exhibit suns until Oct. 22 at Al- 
llance Total Gallery, 209 Н. Garcia St., Bel-Air I, 


. 
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artists, 
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FLYER of Shangri-La show 


bourg, in coordination with Bill 
Perez, had arranged for the exhi- 
bitio 

Filipino communities such as 
the Knights of Rizal in Antwerp 
and the Philippine Society of Lux- 
embourg enthusiastically sup- 
ported the shows. 

The itinerary was tight, and de- 
spite the time given them to see 
the sights, the artists prioritized 
creating art. Strangely, fatigue 
enhanced their output. 

It was well worth it, they say, 
not only for the opportunity to aet 
as ambassadors of goodwill via 
art, but for the gratifying experi- 
ence. Overwhelming for them 
was the high regard Europeans 
have for artists 

Their esteem bolstered, they 
have mounted an exhibit, simply 
dubbed “Europa,” ongoing at the 
Artistree gallery in Shangri-La 
Plaza. 

In the show though, they devi- 
ate slightly from the assignments 


ee at Crucible, 


‘Makati, Call 8957441 or 8957585. 


THE DRAWING Room showcases Wire Tuazon's 
"The Whole World and an Entire Life.” on Oct. 23- 
Nov. 6, at G/F, Metrostar Bidg.. 1007 Metropoli- 
tan Ave., Makati. The exhibit presents black-and- 
white paper works and sculptural and installation 
pieces. Call 8977877. 


ЕВНА! Roxas presents “Continuance” until Oct. 
25, at Diliman Republic (46 Maginhawa SL, UP 
Уаде, Diliman, QC). The show features a suite 
of large monochrome acrylic paintings. Call 
4353110. 


THE "FAITH" exhibit features the works of Carlo 
Magno, Sherwin Tan and William Yu. The show. 
runs Oct. 22-24, at Elim Center for Renewal, New 
Manila, 0С. Call 7226749. 


ALLIANCE Total Gallery mounts a photo exhibit. 
‘on quotidian landscapes made up of criss-cross- 
ings. temporal and material stratifications and vi- 
‘sual compressions. The show is on view on Oct. 
25-Nov. 19, at 209 Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Air Il, 
Makati. Call 8957585. 


GALERIA de las Islas presents Jodam Allingam’s 
"Its alla jungle out there..." until Oct. 30 at the 
3/L, Silahis Center, 744 Gen. Luna SL, Intra- 
muros, Manila. The works are in ой, pencil, 
acrylic, watercolor and sculptures in stone and 
wood. Call 5272113. 


DPI Photography Center displays the photos of 
Toto Labrador, Erik Liongoren. Kal Huang, Albert 
Labrador, Paolo Pineda, Louie Aguinaldo, Aldwin. 
Aspillera, Eddie Boy Escudero, Pat Dy, Patrick 
Martires, Anton Sheker, Richard Perez, Edwin 
Toyay, Jo Avila, Richard Atrero de Guzman, At 
Maculangan, Tootoots Leyesa, Willy Saw, Wawi 
Navarroza, Ocs Alvarez, Jay Tablante and Jake 
Versoza. The show is ongoing until Oct. 31 at 2/L, 
Astoria Plaza, J. Escriva Drive, Ortigas Center, 
Pasig. 


“ART AND Peace" is ongoing until Oct. 30 al NC- 
CC Mall, Matina, McArthur Highway, Davao City. 
The exhibit showcases a collection of artworks by 
Mindanao's muiti-awarded artists headed by 
Philip Morris winners Saudi Ahmad and Joel Ge- 
olamen. 


DIDIT Robilio van der Linden unveils her solo 
show of "New Works in Oil” оп canvas until Nov. 
9 at Mag:net Gallery, OC. The exhibit features 
stli-ife paintings. Call 4100995 


trepidation that Dreo outs these 
picture book-pretty pieces, but 
that is understandable as he was 
moved to paint what he was visu- 
ally bombarded with for hours on 
end, day to day. They were on the 
toad for half the trip in Europe, 
motoring by land from city to city. 
Sebastian is in his element. 
With childlike wonder, he mar- 
vels at the colors of the vast ex- 
panses of the European country- 
side, gushing that it looks exactly 
like it does in pictures. This he 
has immortalized in what he calls 
his stylized manner. His rendi- 
tions are enlivened even more by 
the autumnal crispness. 
Offemaria's obras show every- 
day people and goings-on he ob- 
served in Europe and somehow 
for the book. They instead pre- identified with. “French Kiss” is 
sent visions and sensationsculled masterfully done, his curving 
For penarie of кере. wash-like strokes magnifying the 
intensity of the embrace. 
Greatest change “Hauptbahnhof” shows a fa- 
Perhaps the greatest change, ther and a son about to descend 
опе тау say improvement, could into a darkening subway stair- 
beseen in Bagtas'works. Hisusual Well He had obviously painted 
rotund figures are transported to the tender filial portrait since he 
the Eiffel Tower, the Arch of Tri- had missed his family for an ex- 
umph and other such postcard tended period. 3 
sights. He paints the gleeful Fi. _ Apart from homesickness, the 
ipino as a tourist, and in the pro- four lament not having caught 
cess has been inspired to adopt the Louvre and the Salvador Dali 
textures and colors he used to see museum open. They express awe 
only in books and travelogues,  ОРће grocery-like warehouses of 
Notable is his use of earthen high-grade art materials. 
tones and thick strokes that re- , All four agree it was an enrich 
mind one of grand architecture. ing tour. Not surprisingly, they: 
Against this he juxtaposes his discovered each other's quirks af- 
Pinoy traveler wearing a cheerful ter spending more than a month 
Noral shirt so typical of Filipino together at such close quarters. 
pas Tempers rose at times, but the 
Perhaps the greatest surprise is four tried to rise above it all, if on- 
Dreos impressionist landscapes, ly because they were bound to- 
quite a departure from his repre- ether by artand adventure. 
sentational minimalism. Iris with _ E-mail the author at je- 
jaro2002@yahoo.com. 


AAP contest now 
accepting entries 


THE ART ASSOCIA- Regular members who are 
TION of the Philip- 21 years old and above may 
pines has launched its join the major categories, 
Annual Art Competi- Which cover painting, mixed 
cane = media and sculpture. 

tion in cooperation Associate members who 
with National Commis- are 16-20 years old can join 
sion for Culture and the special categories, which 
the Arts and Govern- OE caine T sane дела 

Н igital art and printmaking. 

ment Service Insur- . Феде is on Nov. 0, 9 
ance System. The con- 55.4 p.m., at GSIS Museum 
test is open to all regu- of Art, Financial Center, Pasay 
lar members. City. 


гэ 


CLEAN UP THE WORLD ART WINNERS KNOWN 

In line with President Macapagal-Arroyo's vision of a cleanup 
culture to fight environmental pollution, an art tilt on the same 
theme tool place at the Manila Yacht Club. As part of Clean Up. 
the World month, the awarding was held at Malacafiang recently. 
Present were Art Association of the Philippines president Fidel 
Sarmiento, Presidential Adviser on Culture Cecile Guidote- 
Alvarez, Vice Commodore Pablo Bautista, Rep. Annie Susano, 
Earth Savers chair Heherson Alvarez, ААР officers Noel 
Catacutan and Dems Dela Cruz. Seated are winners in the 
professional category Samuel Penaso (third place), Jef Samonte 
(first place), with his winning piece "Bangkang Papel," and Rex 
Tatlonghari (second place). 
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Т . LIFESTYLE ... 


GREEN PERIOD. “Gleaners” (1975) by Anita Magsaysay-Ho is an exceptional piece from 
what is known as her “green period,” where colors were kept to a minimum and pictorial 
elements are repetitive—in this case, bundles of straw and wom 
ап empty canvas, | saw only my Filipino women,” wrote the artist in her memoir. 
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Carry on the Natural Wonder in You 


Reveal those wonderful curves you've always йай 2 

— the natural way... vh 
Wilh. gles 

gu "Kankunis «T. 


figuro, natural. 
Senna- 


booster wih essential lamins ond minerals 
that invigorates and reves (he бобу during’ 
Stress; and 
Malvae- aber neutralizer thal helps prevent 
dehydration by aiding the absorption of waler and 
бей. i 
Shape up without 
Шоо алуан Sweating it out! 
Bad ubu tg os peice тишти, 


soporte Bees of feod an rg н 
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Slow but high-stake bidding 

Unlike big ticket Old Masters and Modern 
or Contemporary art sales where a single 
lots bidding can be over in minutes (Picas- 
so's “Blue Boy" sold for 05100 million in 
seven minutes, Vermeer’s "Girl at the Vir- 
ginals” for US$30 million in about 10 min- 
utes), the South East Asian sales can be very 
slow, Two lots from the sale that took up 
some time were funny enough, Filipino 
paintings—one was Anita Magsaysay Ho's 
"Gleaners" (1975) which inched its way 
from its low estimate of $120,000 to the fi 
nal sale of $250,000. 

The other came from one of the surprises 
at the sale, Fabian de la Rosa's "Woman." Es- 
timated at $$9,500 to $12,500, two bid- 
ders, one in the room and another on the 
phone, battled slowly in the region of over 
5520,00 to reach a hammer price over 
$30,000 won by the phone bidder. As they 
say in the trade, "It takes two people who 
want the same thing to make prices rise." 

There are still few masters in South East 
Asian art—Manansala, Amorsolo, Affandi, 
Abdul Aziz, Hendra Gunawan, Walter Spies, 
Theo Meier—but that is because, except for 
the Philippines, the genre and painting tradi 
tions are still very young. Art dealer Willie, 
who is also curating the Fernando Botero 
sow in December with the 
"Tourism Board, said the only count 
art history courses are the Philippines and 
Thailand. At his talk here, questions abound. 
оп what else the Singapore government 
could do to promote regional or local artists 
who create work that is uniquely Singapore. 

To which Kim Chuan Mok, specialist in 
charge of the sale and deputy director of 
Sotheby's China and Southeast Asia com- 
mented, “The (Singapore) government is re- 
ally doing a lot but the arts scene involves so 
many other areas, not only painting.” 


Series 


of photography 
workshops 


` 
DPI Photography Center is pre- 
senting a series of photography 
seminars and workshops to be 
| handled by some of the indus- 
try’s best photographers. The 
course fee comes with two 8” x 
10” prints from DPI's Kodak 
Professional RP 50 LED printer, 
to serve as a souvenir of stu- 
dents' participation in the semi- 
паг. Applicants who enroll at | 
least a week ahead of the class | 
‘get a 10-percent discount. 
‘Schedules aré as follows: 

Studio Lighting Basic" covers basic 
lighting concepts and how to handle 
studio equipment, by Leo Castillo on 
Nov. 14, 1-5 p.m. 

“Female Nude Photography” by UST 
photography professor Al Dimalanta, 
on Oct. 24, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Portraiture Photography,” with 
haster of portraiture Toch Arellano, 
Nov. 21 and 28, 10 a.m-5 p.m. 

7. "Fashion Photography" by top maga- 
‘zine and fashion photographer Toto 
“Labrador, on Nov. 7, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

__ "Photoworld's (Basic Photography) 
Class" by Leo Castillo. This is com- 
"posed of six sessions and is designed to 
‘build a solid foundation in photogra- 
phy. 

DPI also offers short seminars for 
budding photographers. ‘These short 
courses are held on Thursdays, and all 
are priced at P300; “Taking better pic- 
tures for beginners” by Louie Aguinal- 
do, Oct. 28, 7-10 p.m.; and "Basic Color 
Management (or how to achieve the 
colors you want)" by Louie Aguinaldo, 
Nov. 4, 7-10 p.m. 

DPI Photography Center is at Astoria 
Plaza, Jose Escriva Avenue, Ortigas 
Center. Call 6336095 or 6360167, or e- 
mail dpiphotocenter@yahoo.com. 


Мол ту Diam 
UpgradelW/inners; 


Gold's Gym Gift Certificates 


RYAN V. AGPAOA 
St. Mary, ОС 


CORITO ROSE О. TAYAG 
Plaridel Street, Angeles City 


DANTE J. MIJARES 
Calamba City, Laguna 


DOLORES M. MADRID 


La Loma, Quezon City 


Mall Shopping Cash Credits 
MARION C. KOHCHET-CHUA 


New Manila, Quezon City 


MARILYN O. SEE 


Araneta Village, Malabon 


MA. LOURDES Y. VILLAROMAN 


Bocaue, Bulacan 


VICTOR R. ARTILLAGA 
UP Diliman, QC 


BIENVENIDO C. CESA JR. 
Palanan, Makati City 


MARIA LOURDES G. SHEKER 
Tunasan, Muntinlupa City 


Monthiybraw, 
grane Winners] 


Sports Shopping Cash Credits 


CHRISTINE L. GAN 
Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa 


JOSE ELMER S. LORENZO 
Bo. Kapitolyo, Pasig 


JOANNA C. KING 


P Sevilla Street, Caloocan City 


ROSARIO С. BALAGON 
Labangon, Cebu City 


Watch Shopping Cash Credits 


EMERICO О. DE GUZMAN 
Legaspi Village, Makati 


JOCELYN Р. MOTA 
BF inti., Las Piñas 


RICARDO CANDELA 


Sampaloc, Manila 


DELIA A. FLORES 


Imus, Cavite 


The Spa Gift Certificates 
EVANGELINE G. AGLIPAY 


Batasan, Quezon City 


SOCORRO A. LAZARO 
Cabangkalan, Mandaue City 


DIANE Z. SHENG 
Delgado St., QC 


LINDA T. CHAI 


* Binondo, Manila 
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Promo runs от Ари т] to August 1, 2004. 


Thank you for joining our Promotion. 
Keep using your MasterCard 
and watch out for our future activities! 
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ConucRelief ече 


BY BILLAMEND 


I NEED You 
To SIGN OFF 
ON MY 
PHYS-ED 
HOMEWORK, 


тн SAYS You'RE 
SUPPOSED To Do 
100 SIT-UPS. You 
REALLY DID THAT 


FoUR 


100, JASON. 


ALLOW ME 
To EXPLAIN 
THE TERM 


ww || Адом me 
то EXPLAIN 
THE сот “FAT > 
OF BINARY CHANCE.” 
NUMBERS, Ц 


, 
2 


GETTING OLDER 
SURE IS FUN/ 
= 


X CAN WALK, 
AND PRETTY 
SOON TLL BE 


TALKING 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


A.LIPIN 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


MUKHANG WALA 
NANG GOTOM 


DAHIL ВА 5А дор 


COUPONS Ма? 


ile coe eh 
HIDDEN WEALTIL 
NG MGA GENERALS 


'UGAD BABOY 


NAPANOOD NO BA 
‘YUNG GINAGAWA 
NGANON SA МӨА, 
BEAUTY CLINICS ? 


BY PM. JUNIOR 


/ meron Suo moa 

FACIAL TREATMENT. 

NA BABALATAN 'YUNG 
MUKHA MO PARA 


KUMINIS .. 


ME 


OW! 


Чоў бп. 
IN Tove, 
You prow, 


en er 
WAS THE 


‘pit Me 

IN THE * 
Ue! x 

OTHER 

ст 


pm 
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Нео EARL— 
HOW WAS 
OBEDIENCE 


SHCHOOL? 
@ 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO. 


DIVINE COMEDY 


NAG-AAMBAGAN NGA 
DAW NUNG NGA GSIS 
MEMBERS PARA BIGYAN NE 
GANYANG TREATMENT SI 
WINSTON GARCIA 

IPIS 
Ed 
MUKHA +”; 


No ONE 
DID A THING 
T. SAID. 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


[Ч'кмом wHAt, мев? 
I CAN’+ SHAKe OFF 
THe FeeLiNG +НА+ 


How MUCH WOULD 
You PAM to KNOW 
tHe MeANiNG OF 


HMM... A Lot, 
I Suppose. 


SometHin's MiSSiNG| Lipe ? 


боор. Now вімме 
YOUR CReDi4 CARD 
So І CAN CALL THE 
Рзчсніс HotLiNe 


HERE LIES 
FRANK 
SINATRA 
HE SHOULD 
НАМЕ DONE. 
TT THE 


OTHER 


2222 
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Horoscope 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You play an important role in the lives of others. You have many interests and hobbies. You 
invariably are the leader in your group. (You inspire people.) You're direct, honest and have ethical standards. 
Personally, you're independent. Increased solitude this year helps you to learn something important. 


Birthdate of: 


minister. 
ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This isa pret- 
ty easygoing day at 


work. However, staff 


shortages and minor delays are 


likely. Think twice before you vol- 
unteer for anything. 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You're very 
keen to accomplish а 
lot right now. You have. 
high standards for 
yourself and for others. remain pa- 
tient so that you can maintain har- 
‘mony with others as well. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): This can bea 
Wonderfully creative 


day for you! Matters re- 


lated to arts and crafts, and artistic. 


endeavors will go well. Be prudent 
about spending money. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): You'll feel bet- 
ter when you get things 
straightened out at 
home. There's a lot 
you're trying to do right now. Nev- 
ertheless, remember to take a little 
time out for play. 


an-Claude Van Damme, actor; Chuck Berry, musician; Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Canadian prime 


ae 


LEO (July 23 to Aug 
22): Because you're 
doing more shopping 
than usual, plus wheel- 
ing and dealing and negotiating 
with others, tread carefully today. 
The early morning is solid, but the 
afternoon is а bit loosey-goosey. 
6 charming and diplo- 
matic with everyone 


now. If you're hesitant about 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Venus in. 
your sign makes you 


MIKROKOSMOS 
SWERTE ANG MGA BATA 
SA PANAHONG ITO: MA- 
DALI ANG PAGKUHA NG 
IMPORMASYON TULAD NG 
PAG AWAS SA GM LOS 


PERD MAY MASAMA 
RING EPEKTO YuN- 


| 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


MAS MAY DAHILAN SILA 
PARA HINDI KUMAIN 
ме GUAY! 


"os opal 


GENETICALLY MODIFIED OREANISMS Z wnw: mikrokosmos: 


CANT USE THAT 
ONE, OUR ones 


нан I LOOK FAT- 
T WAS THINKING 


renes asooo one ў 


spending money today, then don't. 


Walt until tomorrow. 
high-energy time for 


7 you. Try to get more 


[узса exercise, You need a re- 
lease for a bulldup of tension and 
enthusiasm within you. (I's got to 


go somewhere.) 
scenes now. Workin 


alone allows you to do 


something that gives you satisfac- 
tion and greater peace of mind. 
You can accomplish alot. 


% 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): This is a busy, 


ACROSS 
1 Picnic problem. 
5 McGregor of 

“Mouin Rougo” 
9 Aluminum 
maker 

14 Lampbiack 
15 Corporate 10 
16 Unv. women 
17 Acres 

fagnani 

18 Twce ОХХМІ 
19 Tramps 

20 Remote 

locaton 

23 Actress Diana 
24 Swindles 
25 Dojo cass. 

28 Walloping wind 
28 Comic Philips 
32 Ancient 

marketplace 
эз Thwart 

34 Hoof sound 
35 Remote 

location 

зв Wallach and 

Whitney 

39 Song of the 

LPGA 

40 Sanctuary 
41 Halla score. 
42 Rabbits tile 
43 Bacrian and 

dromedary 

44 Karnal 
45 One and only 
48 Remote 

locaton. 

53 Fanatical 
54 Sandwch 

‘cookie 

55 Eva's grandson 
56 Asinine 
57 Naghboring 

planet 

58 Ben and Bobby 
59 More 

reasonable 

60 Lett stand 
61 Hawaan bid 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You're best 
off working behind the. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Your pop- 
ularity rating continues 
to be very high this 
week. Accept invita- 
tions that come your way. Be pa- 
tient with a friend who is a bit de- 


manding. 
wears on; By evening, 


By Pili J. Anderson 
Portland, OR 


6 Eais 
voraciously 

7 Opposed to, in 
Dogpalch 

в Denial 
anesthetic 

9 Sunllower seod 

10 Plundors 

11 Philippines 
island 

12 Scent 

18 Part of AARP 

21 Bottom tine 

22 Psychologist 
May 

25 Himalayan 
peak 

25 Lumber 

27 Franch sculptor 

28 Errand boy 

29 Sarro as a 
student? 

30 Kind of 
mushroom 

31 Unwraps 

33 Condemns 
botorehand 

34 Anolo 

38 Lie some 
soais 


s CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): This day 


Greatly improves as It 


T 
E 
| 


you're in the groove! 


People are definitely ready to listen 


to you this week. 
sign now (lor several 


i 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Because illu- 
sory Neptune is in your 


years), you tend to con- 


fuse others. its not intentional; 
people just don't get what you're. 
about right now. 

you. Whatever you do 


‘will attract attention to 


you. (You might want to taka extra 
‘care with how you dress today.) 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to. 
March 20): This is a bit 
ofa high-viz day for 


47 Mandikova of 
tennis 

ав Anba o israel 

48 Grook lator. 
gp 

во Concaming 

51 Мото goddess 
ot lato 

52 Cicero's boing 


37 Moby Dic, or. 
DOWN example 
1 Horrgup letters 
2 Kiddy tabo 
3 "Beloved" 
author Morison 
4 Стопа 
5 Novehst 
Leor 


42 Drinking spree 

43 Additonal 
этсе 

44 River of Rouan 

45 Cubic molor 

46 Speaker ol 
baseball 


‘MORE OF THIS ONE 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


THERES A 


STRANGER BEHIND, 


Wur m. 
‚ натиг 
NEVER SEND 
PICTURE 
CHRISTMAS 
CARDS. 


KIKO MACHINE 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


“Lam то, MOKONG mae 

AWAY TASO MANG DAHIL 

LANG SA KAKULITAN то! 
KAYA PLEEEASE 


Tag. MOLI, KATAHIMIKAN.. эй. 
ANG NAPAKASAKIT NA KATAHIMIKAN. 
MSAN MAS OKS PANG MAG- AWAS 
KANG MAGAYI KESA IUG GANTO- 
Piano ALAM WATS GOING ON 
ое KUMBAGA C. - 


(uA SINAPIAN бел, 
NANG TUNI NA'TO 


BY AMIEL RUFO 


PARA SA PE. NATIN NGAYON) 
MARTIAL ARTS? TUTURUAN 

KO KANONG MA FLYING Kick 
We € 


ҮААНННҢЇЇ: 


TULDOK 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


DI Ka PWEDENG JUTE, 
ММА ды Б MANINIWALA 
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Botong continues to inspire young Angono arti 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


N THE LAKESIDE town of Angono, art 

І and life, they say, are inextricably 
linked—the two entities becoming mutu- 

ally co-existent and seemingly inseparable. 

‘The home of the late National Artists Car- 
los V Francisco, aka “Botong,” and Lucio San 
Pedro, as well as veteran artists Nemiranda, 
Jose “Pitok Blanco and the late Perdigon Vo- 
calan, Angono is the country’s ‘Artists’ 
Haven.” It continues to cradle and nurture a 
younger generation of visual artists. 

The presence of two art groups—the An- 
gono Artists Association and the Angono Ate- 
liers Association—serves to inspire young and 
emerging visual artists, ensuring the continu- 
ity of this town'sartistic heritage. 


Torch-bearer 

‘One young artist among the many who have 
carried the torch and kept it buming is Nani (for 
Emani) Reyes, a resident of Bgy. Poblacion Iba- 
а and a chip off the old block. He has chosen 
по less than the original home of Botong as 
venue for his third solo show. 

А portion of Botong's old residence houses, 
the Second Gallery, where his grandson and 
namesake, Carlos “Totong” Francisco Il, takes 
care of his memorabilia, hoping that, in due 
time and with sufficient funding, the place can 
finally be transformed into a national heritage 
site, 

A third-generation Angono artist, Reyes had 
exhibited in the same gallery in 2003 and the 
Art Locale Gallery (in Pasig City) early this year. 
He studied architecture at the Far Eastern Uni- 
versity, but dropped out after a year, later mov- 
ing to the Central Seminary at the University of 
Santo Tomas, completing his AB Classical Phi- 
losophy in 2000. 

‘As early as high school, Reyes was keen on 
pursuing a painting career, joining and winning 
in a string of local and regional competitions 
and immersing himself in various group shows. 
His so-called artistic evolution has taken him to 
several turfs, starting from abstract expression- 
ism to representational art and vice versa, re- 
flecting his innate ability to shift and adapt 
styles. 


Returning to artistic roots 

The current show, which Reyes simply calls 
“Transfigure,” represents a conscious effort to 
finally id his art of the vestiges of the abstrac- 
tionises touch, This may well mark the artisťs 
rerum to his artistic roots, which have proudly 
been bome by the folk aesthetics of his Angono 
forebears and continually inspired by Filipino 
imagery. 

"The artist's gallery of characters are drawn 
from home and hearth, simple Angono folk 
"whose communal life is examined up close and 
personal, from mothers cradling their infants, 
‘women farmers with their bountiful harvest, to 
pairs of children at play—faces familiar yet re- 
markably idiosyncratic. 

What makes them endearing is not so much 
the delineation of face and body, as the manner 
in which parents and children intimately bond 
together, or the way groups of women com- 
mune with one another in the fields or by the 
Jake, or the means by which children indulge 
themselves with their own handerafied toys, 
nature a virtual playground." 

What is most endearing in Reyes" work is the 
quintessential portrait of the Filipino who lives 
close to the land and the wellspring of life thatis 
Laguna de Bay Though the threat of pollution 
and encroaching modernization have taken 
their toll on this once pristine landscape, the ru- 


| Art critic 
inducted to 
hall of fame 


ART Quarterly Manila, a publication of 
the Manila Times and the only magazine 
devoted to Philippine Art, has elevated 
Cid Reyes to the Hall of Fame for Art Crit- 
icism. For two consecutive years (2001- 
2002), AQM recognized Reyes as Critic 
ofthe Year. 

He is also a recipient of an Art Criti- 
cism award from the Art Association of 
the —— Philippines 
(AAP) 

Reyes is she au- 
thor of coffee-table 
books on National 
Artists Arturo Luz 
and J. Elizalde 
Navarro, now in 
production. He has 
also written books 
ол Malang and Ben- $ 
Cab (co-authored 
with Alfred Yuson), 

Pacita Abad, Valeria 
Cavestany and Dr. Gregorio Lim. 

Не is co-author of "rt Philippines" 
and"Southeast Asian Art Today.” 

Since 1994, Reyes has been writing a 
weekly art column, "Gallery-Hopping," 
for Today. His collection of interviews, 
"Conversations on Philippine Art,” has 
becomea standard reference book forart 
students, He is currently at work on the 
art of Charito Bitanga. 

Aside from writing art criticism, Reyes is 

- also an artist, He has held 10 solo exhibi 
tions. 

Cid Reyes is vice-president/Corporate 
‘Communications director at Ace Saatchi 
& Saatchi Advertising 
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Angono continues 

to cradle and nurture 
a younger generation 
of visual artists 


xal folk have kept their cherished values intact, 
and their faith in God, family and togetherness 
unswerving. 

The continuing cycle of life and the tri 
‘umphantly optimistic face of the Filipino, as en 
visioned by a worthy heir to this town's artistic 
legacy are emblematic of the same homespun 
virtues that keep this God-blessed town alive 
and well and vibrant. 

Nani Reyes’ 3rd solo show, “Transfigure,” is 
ongoing until Oct. 30 atthe Second Gallery, 217 
Doña Aurora St., Angono, Rizal. 


Email the author at gdormiendo@ya- 
hoo.com 


The innovative new Coca-Cola 
Ref Pack fits easily onto the shelf 
of any refrigerator. 

The long, slender carton, which 
holds up to 8 cans of Coke, is 
designed to make use of dead 
space in the ref. 


The Coca-Cola Ref Pack allows 
you to keep your Coke cans ice- 
cold! 

A small opening in the front 
dispenses the cans easily so it 
rolls out and slides right onto the 
shelf. 
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“LIGHTNESS of Being,” by Chigo 


Woven mats 
as art 


LAWYER-artist Bien Benitez 
presented his third solo last 
Oct. 6 at the Renaissance 
Gallery (SM Megamall). 

“Banig” featured various works in 
acrylic and mixed media. The show 
was inspired by the islands of the 
Philippines and the people who weave 
the lowly sleeping mats. The woven 
mats vary from region to region. 

‘The pieces in the show reflected the 
development of Benitez's skills at col- 
or, texture and composition. 


the extremes 


of emotion 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


 ALLERY-GOERS are familiar with Ly- 
dia Velasco's paintings of bosomy, big- 
boned, muscled women in incandes- 
cent hues and lurid lighting. In an ongoing ex- 
hibit, however, a pervasive angst has replaced 
the pastoral naiveté of those previous works. 

The artist is showing for the first time the 
subtle changes in her paintings, along with 
the artworks of her daughters Chie and Chigo 
Cruz, in “Mag-iina,” until Oct. 22 in Galerie 
Astra, 2/R LRI Business Plaza, 210 Nicanor 
Garcia St. (formerly Reposo St), Bel Air П, 
Makati City. 

“This is a new Lydia Velasco," says the artis. 
“My art has evolved. This is me. Hindi ko na. 
intiyende ang side ng buyers. Gusto ko lang 
abas what's inside of me. 1 don't worry about the 
commercial aspect anymore. I just paint what 1 
want fo paint.” 

She uses iridescent acrylic for an ultralucent 
effect, yet the tone is darker than in her previ- 
‘ous work. The pervading hue is no longer yel- 
lowish. Veering away from her Philippine naif, 
she arrives ata European expressionism. 

El Greco comes to mind, but also her other 
favorites Danilo Dalena and Onib Olmedo. As 
she herself illuminates, now she's not so much 
into the colorful as into the distortion of the hu- 
man body. 


Physical distortion 

Yes, she has set aside those beautiful women 
with fruits and flowers, diwatas amid tropical 
vegetation. ("I almost feel guilty I painted 
those," she laughs.) There is now agony in these 
paintings, loneliness, remorse, undefinable 
pain. 

The image is of a lone woman nude or in 
dishabille, in various attitudes of emotional dis- 
tress, bodily contortions, in near-monochrome 
thats predominantly blue-green, with accents 
of blazing orange, blood-curdling red, acid- 
green, noxious violet. 

Here, physical distortion reflects a psychic 


disturbance, some emotional or mental turmoil. 
In “Kayakap,” the figure appears to be clasping 
itself, in the despairing gesture of a self-e 
brace, the desperation of loneliness. 

Physical distortion is at its most stylized in 
“Alay sa Iyo, Ina,” where the woman's body is 
impossibly contorted into a ball 

‘The only ramrod-straight figure here is in the 
self-portrait “Kaugnay,” where the central im- 
age, warmer in color tone and gazing back at 
the viewer with serenity, seems transfigured. 
Even then, the multiple exposure of the artis’s 


“SINNER, 


Bucolic art, urban angs 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


‘TWO young artists had their debut shows in 
September at the lobby of The Podium, cour- 
tesy of the two galleries located at the lower 
ground floor—Art Circle and. Galerie 
Joaquin. 

Nilo Badajos, a figurative painter from 
Hagonoy, Bulacan, had participated before in 
group shows and has become familiar to col- 
lectors of genre art. Trained in the classical fig- 
urative tradition, he had spent many years as 
ап apprentice to Romulo Galicano, and it is 
from the Cebuano master where he learned 
the rudiments of the figure and the landscape. 

In his first solo, Badajos has undoubtedly 
mastered the human figure, the dramatic use 
of light and shadow, and the vital elements of 
the landscape. 

Wielding a Brush that has been rigorously 
subjected to the changing panorama of the 
countryside, Badajos has internalized the very 
life he seeks to capture, be it human, animal or 
botanical, judging from the masterly rendering 
of his subjects. 

A staunch impressionist who mixes his work 
with а dose of magic realism, Badajos shows 
an effortless, indeed mellifluous, style, with lit- 
tle—if any—distractions to offer. 

"What makes a Badajos painting doubly re- 
freshing is the vast space he conjures of the 
countryside. The eye is guided through a pris- 
tine landscape of grass and foliage, and is ulti- 
mately led to a waiting horizon, a band of 
aquamarine that is the sea, or the lush frontier 
atthe very end of the picture. 

Badajos certainly knows how to rid his work 
of cumbersome details, such as the finely-de- 
lineated face (his characters, both human and 
beast, are wont to turn their gaze backward) or 
the usual overwrought gardens that are the 
staple of many hyperrealist with litle knowl- 
edge of botanical life. His sense of composition 


"KALARO ng Aking 
Bunso,” by Badajos 


“PAUWI Mula sa 
Pastular 
Badajos 


"by 


his own master, and the horizon that beckons 
in his canvases bodes well for this hard-work- 


ing artist from Hagonoy: 


sings the 


Expressionist force 


pastorale, 
Pontillas 


In contrast, Marcial Pontillas, who has won 
a string of prizes over the last few years, has a 
markedly expressionist style that serves him 
well in his first show, "Genre of Expressions: 
Masa.” 

A native of Camarines Norte, Pontillas has 
chosen the claustrophobic and chaotic city as 


conjures 


subject. With his view of teeming, crowded 


the 


tive occasions like a re 


streets, Pontillas situates his subject from the 
vantage point of flyovers, overpasses and fes- 


ious gathering or a 
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“LAGING nasa Isip” (left); “KAYAKAP” 


(op) 


image and the violet strip dividing a third of the. 
pictorial framé could suggest a split personality. 


Expressive figures 

Both Velasco's daughters studied Fine Arts ín 
the University ofthe Philippines. Chie trained in 
oil painting, but she also does photo-collage 
and cast sculpture in plaster of Paris painted 
with acrylic then treated with emulsion, or in 
terra cotta coated with gouache. 

Favorite artists include her UP mentors 
Roberto Chabet and Gerry Tan, and Americari 
artist Kiki Smith (who does sculptures in plaster, 
paper, wax). 

For this exhibit, Chie has created about 10 
small bas-reliefs of nude figures in dolomite and 
red clay, and three life-size sculptures in plaster. 

One plaster figure isa cast of her son, the sec: 
ond that of an officemate. The third, “Sinner” is . 
a bronze-colored figure in orange shorts, sitting - 
in sorrow. The pieces are highly textured, allow 
ing light to skim the rough surface, H 

CChigo also does sculpture neoclassic in form: 
She works in resin and in plaster painted with 
acrylic then coated with transparent resin. #` 

Among her favorites are Van Gogh, Chag 
German expressionist Georg Baselitz. 

She won third prize in the mixed-media cate 
gory of the Art Association of the Philippines 
competition last year. 

For this exhibit, Chigo has created a series of 
faces and another of feet that express characters 
and feelings and tell stories. 

Her lone full-Figure piece, “Lightness of Be- 
ing,” is a headless and armless greenish-gold 
figure of the Crucified Christ mounted on a 
black wooden panel. A lighting fixture hidden 
in the hollow of the figure's back imbues it with 
an unearthly glow. i 

"This and her sister's “Sinner” work like com- 
panion pieces visually and thematically. Secular 
in look yet religious in tone, together they speak 
of sin and redemption. 


“MGA Sangkap ng Aking Sining,” by Badajos 
solid and unwavering brushwork. 

The places in his canvases are, of course, fa- 
miliar and all-too real: from the Quiapo 
Church during the Feast of the Nazarene to a 
traffic jam atop the overpass during rush hour, 
There are also scenes of overcrowded city 
streets during a santacruzan, a mammoth 
gathering of holiday revelers in "Ekskursyon," 
or the usual crowd of bargain-hunters in "Wag- 
wagan." 

Pontillas has appropriated some images 
from the early work of social realists Jeho Bi- 
tancor and Emmanuel Garibay, who have pow- 
erfully depicted urban squalor and misery in 
their oeuvre. Pontillas is closer in spirit to Fer- 
die Montemayor, though he zeroes in on peo- 
ple instead of structures. Dalena also comes to 
mind, particularly in the Pontillas' rendering of 
figures and color, though the mood in Pontillas 
is more jubilant, bereft of seething commen- 
tary, 

Ultimately, Pontillas will have to be on his 
own with his choking view of humanity, and 
with a city as helplessly congested as this 
metropolis, he will have more canvases to 


is unerring and, to a certain degree, finely cine- 
matic, with their play on the mise-en-scene. 
With his multifarious gifts, Badajos is now 


mall offering bargain finds. 
Pontillas, ike Bajados, certainly knows how 
toconceive his imagery, perhaps because of his 


paint for his next shows. 


metropolis 


E-mail the author at gdormiendo@yahoo.com 
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MALANG GOES MONOCHROMATIC 

WHILE color has become a strength, even a staple, in most of Malang's works, what sets 
him apartis his ability to adapt and articulate his ideas through c 

This becomes more evident in his show “Monochromatic Malang,” whi 

Oct. 28 to Nov. 9 at West Gallery, Glorietta 4, Makati. Call 7527028, 


"НАВАМА". 


18 Acala works 
at Galerie Joaquin 


MULTI-AWARDED artist Bayani 
Ray Acala holds an anniversary 
one-man exhibit starting Thurs- 
day, Oct. 21, 7 pm. at Galerie 
Joaquin at The Podium. Titled 
“Ligawan (The Courtship),” the 
exhibit will show 18 works done 
by the artist for the past year. The 
show runs until Nov. 4. 


take up painting, he has been a 
consistent prize winner. He was a 
finalist in the 28th Shell National 
Student Art Competition in 1995, a 
3rd prize winner in the UST Cam- 
pus Ministry On-the-Spot Painting 
Competition, a finalist, semi-final- 
ist and eventual 3rd grand prize 
winner in three Metrobank annual 
“Ligawan” is a more intense ex- competitions, and has participated 
ploration of the rial of inover 10 group shows and exhibi- 
courtship, lov and romance—a tions. 
theme very close to the artist's Galerie Joaquin at The Podium 
heart. is located at Unit B12-B13, lower 
Acala is from the University of ground level, The Podium, ADB 
Santo Tomas College of Fine Arts. Ave. Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong 
Ever since he decided to seriously City: Call 7239253 or 6347954. 


Ayala Hillside Estates holds 
‘Day of Art and Wine’ 


IT'S NEVER too late to learn to 
paint or to indulge in the crafts 
For this reason, lot owners of Ay- 
ala" Hillside Estates and their 
friends were invited to a Day of 
Art and Wine last Oct. 10, Sun- 
day, at Ayala Land, Inc/s latest 
residential subdivision in Di 
man, Quezon City. 

The Day of Art and Wine began 
at 9 a.m. with the celebration of 
the Holy Mass. Ayala Land execu- 
tives were also at the site to ex- 
plain how the site was developed 
from a portion of the original 
Capitol Hills Golf and Country 
Club. Planned around the views 
offered by the new Capitol Hills 
precision golf course, Ayala Hill- 
side Estates is one of the most pic- 
turesque residential locations in 
Quezon City. 

With golf course views as a 
backdrop, lot owners took art 


lessons from Cubicle, a group of 
young artists from the University of 
the Philippines. Cubicle also exhib- 
ited the works of its members at 
the event. Petty John Mendoza Pot- 
tery Schoo! likewise demonstrated 
how to make pottery. 

Meanwhile, bottles of all 
shapes, sizes and colors were 
showcased by Le Rosh. The spe- 
cialty shop demonstrated how 
these can be used in ornamental 
flower arrangements. The estab- 
lishment’s exhibit of exquisite 
bottles has been titled “Omate 
Bottling.” 

To cap the event, Santis of- 
fered cheese for the appreciation 
of culinary enthusiasts. It also of- 
fered an extensive selection of 
wine. 

Call 848500 or e-mail ay- 
alasales@ayaland.com.ph or visit 
wwwayalaland.com.ph. 
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Where simple joys take on 


Enjoy the comfort of your new hometown. Come to our Grand Open House on Oct. 23. 
For free tripping, please call Glenn Bangkok. 


{© iudad 


de Calamba 


Your new hometown. 


Keep in touch with the things that truly matter— 
ke you family and your future together. 
Aspire to livein the ight environment and inspire 
your children to growat Ciudad. Going south from. 
Metro Manila simply take the Batino Exit 
at the South Luzon Expressway. As you ext, 
turn right then go straight unl the end of the 
street (marked by Nestlé), Then tum left and just 
follow the oad ntl youreach Ciudad de Calamba. 
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Globalizing ‘kangkong’ 


O anywhere in the world 
and you are sure to find 


G them. Nope, 1 don't mean 


fellow Pinoys; | mean Tha 
restaurants. (Of course, you can 
say that there are also just as 
many Chinese restaurants.) But 
the difference is that Chinese eat- 
ing places spring up all over the 
planet because there are so many 
overseas Chinese communities. 
Yet even when there are only a 
few Thai people in a place, there 
are still Thai restaurants. Unques- 
tionably, Thai food is globally ap- 
preciated, unlike Filipino food. 
Why is this? Thailand is one 
country that is demographically 
very similar to the Philippines. 
We have about as many people. 
Our land area is about the same 
size, Yet why is Thailand able to 
project itself so effectively onto 


ASMINE TRIAS VISITED THE | 

Philippines very recently. Every- 

‘one was agog waiting to welcome 

her. The excitement was remark- 
able as the media and many of our 
“kababayans” flocked to the airport to see 
her. This scenario is typical of Filipinos. 
Sadly, it reflects our country's misplaced 
priorities. 


Contest of the Mind. Another young girl 
came back to the country just a couple of 
weeks ago. Her name is Faye (not her real 
name, for very sensitive reasons). 
Unknown to her countrymen, this eleven- 
year-old girl brought honor to the 
Philippines. She represented the country 
in the Intercontinental Science Quiz Net 
in Australia. Out of 57 countries represent- 
ed, Faye garnered First Place for the 
Philippines. Germany came in second 
while the United States came in third. 

In stark contrast to the hooplah 
extended to Jasmine Trias, Faye's arrival 
did not make any noise. Not a peep. 

In an earlier competition, “Mathema- 
tics for the Young Asians" in Indonesia, 
Faye also came out in the Top Five. But 
just like the Australian event, this feat did 
not receive any recognition in our country 
at all. 

Our interests seem to be set on other 
“priorities.” We are more interested in 
promoting celebrity quests instead of 
educational and intellectual pursuits. 
Indirectly and quite obviously we are 
teaching our children that development of 
the external image takes priority over 
educational achievement. 

Faye's story is inspiring. She comes 
from a broken family. Her father falsely 
claimed that he was unmarried when he 
married her mom, When her mom found 
out, she decided to raise up her daughter 
alone. 

Despite the difficulty, Faye in no way 
used it as an excuse for complacency in 
her studies. In grade school, she was a 
consistent honor student. She took every 
academic requirement as a challenge. And 
she delivered. At one time, she submitted 
a project thesis in Australia that won “The 
Best Physics and Science Award." The 
award qualified the Philippines to be one 
of the top 10 countries that would compete 
in Australia, among the 57 countries that 
joined. 

Considering her family's financial 
constraints, she and her mom asked help 
from our government for their trip to 
Australia to claim the "Best Physics"award. 
and to join the Science competition. They 
saw this challenge as.a rare opportunity 
offered to Faye and her country, 
considering that only two Asian countries 
qualified — Japan and the, Philippines. 
Unfortunately, our government had other 
priorities 

Mother and daughter then tried to ask 
help from individual senators and 
‘congressmen. АЙ turned them down except 
for one who was willing to help, on 
condition that Faye should give public 
credit to the senator for supporting her 
even in the earlier competitions she joined. 
Out of integrity, the mother could not 
accede to this arrangement. Thus, no 
outside help was found. 

Faced with this situation, Faye and her 
mom took out all their savings and went 
ош of their way to secure by themselves 
the additional finances needed. The only 
driving force behind them was their desire 
to give honor to God and to the Philippines. 


Bea Zobel Jr. 


the world market? Proofs of this 
are the amazing number of peo- 
ple who visit Thailand and the 
global popularity of Thai food. 

To answer this question, 1 
asked Colin Mackay. He is the 
proprietor of my favorite Thai 
restaurant in Manila, People’s 
Palace. (Hey, I can say that it ismy 
favorite Thai restaurant in the 
whole world!) I go there when 
ег 1 have a craving for Colin's 
Pomelo Salad. Yummy! Since 
fruit is involved, I kid myself that 
itis not so fattening! 


Complex 


Colin explained that Thai cui- 
sine is very complex. It marries 
many flavors: sweet, sour, spicy 
and salty in pleasing: harmony. 


experience. Thai 


cooking in 


sia. 


With the little resources they had, they 


went to Australia on September 17, 2004 | 


for thé competition. They claimed the 
trophy and cash award for the “Best 
Physics” thesis Faye submitted in Sidney, 
ind then flew to Brisbane for the quiz 


Мо’ kababayan welcomed them in 
Australia except for a kind Filipina they 
met in the plane who assisted them. As 
they were checking in at a hotel, the “kind” 
Filipina who volunteered to help them 
disappeared taking with her Faye's and her 
mother's bags, passports, and plane 
tickets. At that point, they literally had 
nothing left except for the few pieces of 
clothes and their faith in God. They had 
to sell the extra clothes left to be able to 
buy food. 

In need once again, they sought help 
from some of the Filipino officials in 
Australia but to no avail. Oddly, the 
Filipino officials there were too busy with 
other priorities, not minding to help a 
young girl and a mother who had no other 
desire but to bring honor to our country. 

Given a budget for only a one-night 
stay at the hotel, mother and daughter had 
to check out the following day. Leaving 
their luggage on deposit and without 
money for transportation fare, they decided 
to walk two kilometers to the competition 
venue on their native Filipino costumes 

If walking a two-kilometer distance 
was bad enough, how much more would 
be walking the distance on their native 


The other factor is freshness. 
‘Thailand's transportation and 
produce distribution system is so 
efficient that food items get from 
the farm to the table in record 
time. Things are also inexpen- 
sive. Thai chefs have their pick of 
temperate crops from the up- 


Misplaced Priorities Can Mislead The Nation 


“He who can take no interest in what is small will take false interest in whatis great." Jorn Ruskin 


‘The interplay and balance of taste 
is part of the wonderful gustatory 


ine owes 


much of its sophistication to the 
chefs of the Royal Palace. A friend 
tells me that the most interesting 

ia is rooted in Palace 
menus. This includes the cuisines 
of India, Turkey and even Indone- 


COOKIE Feria, the highly 
efficient Spanish consul, with 
Chema, Shanta and Javier from 
Vogue 


DETAIL of food offered in Ulan, 
Homok Chao Wang. 


| A Small Way To Greatness. Our concept of 
leadership in this country is pitifully 
skewed. We mistakenly think that 
leadership is about “lording” it over other 
people. Christ corrected this distorted 
thinking when He said, “You know that 
those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. 
“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants 
10 become great among you must be your 
servant, “and whoever wants to be first 
must be slave of all. -- Marx 10:42-44 

Sadly, we are far from the precept of 
this truth. It is no surprise then that we 
have a dearth of real leaders in this 
country—leaders who would set the 
nation's interests above their own. In the 
same way, our concept of.citizenship is 
damaged. Those seeking for social good 
for themselves are never willing to grant 
the same good to others. Hence, it is 
common for us to hear stories of Filipinos 
who take advantage of their fellow citizens. 
We want to be served, but we are unwilling 
to serve. 

We dream of becoming like Jasmine 
‘Trias. We want our children to be like her. 
We would rather spend on things that 
would make us look good instead of things 
that would make us grow in character. We 
prefer stardom glitter over service-oriented 
endeavors. 

Quite the contrary, Faye spent 
sleepless nights studying to win the 
competition because she knew her priori- 


Life is not a matter of intelligence . 
but of setting our priorities right. 


costume along the highways of Australia! 

Upon arrival at the competition site, 
Faye and her mom were very surprised 
when they discovered that the delegates 
from each of the other countries were well 
supported by a band, a cheering squad, and 
a flag, while Faye only bad her mother 
and the anxiety of lost passports and plane 
tickets. Worse, representatives of each 
country were required to decorate their 
booths. 

With only the three-piece costume 
they had on, Faye and her mom were even 
more surprised when the organizing 
committee awarded their booth as “The 
Most Creative” booth. 

In the early part of the competition, 
Japan, Brazil and Spain were eliminated. 
As the only Asian country left to compete 
against six Western nations, the 
Philippines was cheered on by Japan. Faye 
was encouraged by her Japanese cheering 
squad, but in her heart, how she wished 
that she had her own countrymen to cheer 
her on. 

When Faye finally won first place and 
the Philippine national anthem was being 
played, she prayed silently thanking God 
for making her a Filipina. Despite all the 
painful experiences she had with her 
country, her priorities did not waver. A 
Japanese diplomat was the one who helped 
Faye and her mom to secure a temporary 
pass so they could return to the 
Philippines. The money they won was just 
enough for their fare back home and their 
temporary passport. When Faye was 
relating this story before.a crowd, she said, 
“Let us love our nation, formobody else 
will.” 

Faye did not allow her painful 
experiences to tear down her loyalty to her. 
country. She is not a celebrity but a servant 
ош to serve her fellow 


ties. Unlike Jasmine Trias, Faye did not 
receive a hero's welcome when she came 
back, but, young as she is, she keeps 
calling on Filipinos to love the Philippines 
because every Filipino is a valuable gift of 
God. 

Life, really, is not a matter of intel- 

ligence buta matter of setting our priorities 

ht. The question is, what's our focus— 
on "grand" things that make us superficial, 
or on simple things that lead us to 
greatness? 

Faye's story reminds us all to look 
within ourselves. This eleven-year-old girl 
could have complained to the media, but 
she did not, She went out of her own small 
way to bring greatness to this land. 

Right priorities grant us wisdom. 
When properly set, priorities point us to 
the right people we need to invest in, the 
right use of our energy, the right resources. 
to draw from, and the right endeavors to 
support. 

From the words of Faye’s mother, "We. 
all wanted to win, but success is not 
measured by merely winning. It is 
measured through our hearts, if it is truly 
attuned with God all the time. It is all that 
really matters for we have only an 
Audience of One. Whatever we have 
achieved, big or small, remember one 
thing: it is for God and God alone, the 
King of the kingdom of a higher world." 
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lands of Loei or incredible 
seafood from the Gulf of Siam, 


-down to spices and coconuts from 


the South. 

Most important, the Thai gov- 
ernment actively promotes Thai 
food at the global level. The gov- 
'ernmentis obviously aware that a 
cultural element like food is defi- 
nitely a resource that can be mar- 
keted. This then generates great 
PR for the country while creating 
more jobs. Aren't there lessons 
theresomewhere? 

To see then how Filipino 
restaurants abroad are faring, 1 
decided to check one out in 
Madrid. Cookie Feria, a consul at 
the Philippine Embassy in Spain, 
was my guide. She asked to meet 
me at Ulan, which is located in 
Jorge Juan 54. The whole experi- 
ence was a lot of fun. I presume, 
of course, that the name comes 
from the Filipino word for rain 
and has nothing to do with the 
capital of Mongolia! 


Pinoy food in Vogue 

‘That afternoon, І was also in- 
troduced to Javier Fernandez An- 
gulo of Vogue Spain, and many 
interesting plans were hatched. 
Javier would eventually bring an 
entire team to the Philippines to 
feature our country in their mag- 
azinel 

Ulan is owned by Jose Maria 
(Chema) and Shanta Estrada. 
They decided to leave their suc- 
cessful restaurant in Manila, La 
Primavera, to make a go at anoth- 
er establishment in Spain. The 
Estradas were looking to take ad- 
vantage of the heavy tourist traf- 
fic. 

Iwas quite amused by Chema's 
introduction to Filipino cooking 
It seems that his mother, Doña 
Josefa, was very particular about 
food. She wrote her recipes down 
by hand. 

Knowing that the best way toa 
man's heart is through his stom- 
ach, she made sure that her 
daughters-in-law knew how to 
keep her sons happy. She person- 
ally saw to it that Shanta would 
be very well veised with the 
kitchen and even with shopping 
in the palengke. 

Ulan has warm, gold interiors 
filled with the lovely furniture of 
Ramon Castellano, who works in 
Cebu. Its menu features items 
such as manok na binakol, 
lumpiang ubod na sariwa, adobo 
and daing. 

Ulan also offers food from 
Thailand, Indonesia, and 
Malaysia. 

Since it was my birthday, 1 had 
a special menu devised for me. It 
included Sago at Gulaman, Tapas 
del Este, Homok Chao Wang and 
Pancit. 


Thai chef 


Among the biggest surprises 
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that day was findirig out that 
Ulan's chef was from Thailand! 
Chef Sua explained that, like all 
Thai children, he learned somé- 
thing about cooking and cutting 
fruits artistically in school: 

Doesn't this just show that 
cooking is really seen as another 
rich cultural resource? In fact, 
Chef Sua points out that chil- 
dren are taught that if one stud- 
ies to be a physician or a chef, 
one will always have a job and 
never go hungry! 

Writing all this, 1 couldn't help 
but again compare the situation 
of Thai cuisine with its Filipino 
counterpart. 

My friend Colin points out that 
the biggest customers of commer- 
cial Filipino food in Manila are 
from the C and D markets. The 
elite prefer foreign food when 
they dine out. I think that this is 
because we still have so much to 
learn about the sophistication 
and variety of the Philippine eat- 
ing experience. 

We are all only aware of the 
heavy, oily, very brown dishes 
like menudo, estofado and 
mechado. A friend of mine likes 
to explain that we are missing 
out on a whole cuisine of fresh- 
ness and subtlety. It is very rare 
to find on Filipino restaurant 
menus refreshing but oh-so-so- 
phisticated vegetable ensem- 
bles. 

Т wrote once about encoun: 
tering in an island carinderia a 
wonderful soup of monggo with 
sotanghon and malunggay 
leaves. 

Then there is the bulanglang, 
the delicious all-vegetable stew of 
Taal. 

Colin pointed out that in a re- 
cent cooking contest, he noticed 
that many of the young chefs 
were more comfortable using 
imported canned products than 
fresh local produce. 

Fortunately, there are now new 
establishments like Recipe in 
Greenbelt that are starting to ex- 
periment with creative items like 
kangkong with coconut milk and 
chicken cooked with kamias. 

1 ат also told that the Thai 
government even provides 
starter kits for anyone who 
wants to open a Thai restaurant. 
There are a lot of books (such as 
the one by David Thompson) in 
the market which provide wel- 
come information. 1 hope that 
our own government will take 
more aggressive initiatives in 
this area. 

The good news is that Doris 
Magsaysay Ho, together with 
Asia Society, has been working 
ona project to revitalize Fi 
cuisine and try to promote it in- 
ternationally. Let's hope she and 
her friends succeed. In the 
meantime, may the sauce be 
with you! 


INFANTA Doña Elena with chef Sua of Thailand 
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Make way for 


‘Cabaret’ 


By Gibbs Cadiz 


EW heroines of musical the- 
E ater are as instantly recogniz- 

able anywhere as Sally 
Bowles of “Cabaret.” Thanks to 
Liza Minnelli’s indelible iconogra- 
phy from the film of the same ti- 
tle—bobbed hair, black top and 
bowler hat, bee-stung lips, cheek 
mole, dragonfly lashes, fishnet 
stockings—the musicals imagery 
has become a pop-culture staple 
alongside Warhol's multi-colored 
Marilyn Monroes and James 
Dean’s emotive mug shots. 

Few Broadway heroines as well (with the 
exception perhaps of Eliza Doolitle) have had 
a richer or more convoluted provenance. Sal- 
ly Bowles made her first appearance in 
Christopher Ishenwood's “Berlin Stories,” а 
lyrical memorial to the crumbling Weimar Re- 
public the author had visited just before the 
Nazis’ rise to power in the 19305. 

John Van Druten turned these stories into a. 
play, "I Am a Camera," in 1952, starring Julie 
Harris as Sally Bowles. She won that years 
"Tony Award for Best Actress. Three years lat- 
er,"LAm a Camera" was made into a film with 


JAMIE Wilson as the Master of Ceremonies. 


Harris and Laurence Harvey in the leads. 

Eleven years would pass before Sally 
Bowles staged a spectacular resurrection, 
This time, she became the toast of a landmark 
musical directed by Harold Prince, from a 
book by Joe Masteroff and an electrifying 
score by John Kander and Fred Ebb. 


Legendary production 

The 1966 Broadway "Cabaret" became leg- 
endary for many reasons: It had Jill Haworth 
playing Sally Bowles and Lotte Lenya as 
Fraulein Schneider, the latter а much-es- 
teemed actress who brought genuine Old 
World gravitas to her role. Its brazenly adult 
choreography was by Bob Fosse. And it had 
for its Master of Ceremonies the incompara- 
ble Joel Grey, who laid definitive claim to the 
role much like Yul Brynner did for “The King 
and I" or Barbra Streisand for “Funny Girl.” 
‘This stellar version of "Cabaret" won eight 
Tonys, 

When it was next mounted in London, 
“cabaret” snagged the then-rising Shake- 
spearean actress Judi Dench (yes, the current 
Dame) as Sally Bowles and Barry Dennen as 
the MC. (Dennen would go on to play Pontius 
Pilate to great acclaim in both the Broadway 
апд film versions of “Jesus Christ Superstar,” 
but among Streisand fans he is chiefly known 
as her first acknowledged boyfriend, and the 
wise Pygmalion who set her on the road to be- 
coming a superb interpreter of Tin Pan Alley 
songs.) 

Finally, "the  book-turned-play-tumed- 
movie-turned-musical made a splashy return 
to film when Fosse took the material and re- 
shaped it to his singular vision in 1972. The 
veddy English Sally Bowles became an in- 
genue American, the aspiring American writ- 
ег Clifford Bradshaw was replaced by an En- 
glish stand-in called Brian Roberts (Michael 
York), and the songs—now all mounted on 
the Kit Kat Club's stage—became counter- 
point and commentary to the personal and so- 
cial reality happening outside the clubs 
doors. 

Fosse had created something new—he 
called it a "social drama with music." Critics 
like Pauline Кае! hailed it then as the death 
knell for the fast-curdling type of movie musi- 
cal (like the "The Sound of Music") whose 
chirpy hyper-reality and out-ofcontext 
singing were increasingly out of tune with the 
grittier, awdrier times. 

Minnelli's Sally Bowles—a needy, wide- 
eyed child-woman breaking into hurricane 
renditions in her club act—was an immediate 
and lasting sensation. (The film won Oscars 
for, among others, Best Director, Best Actress 
and Best Supporting Actor for Grey) 
“Cabaret” itself, the title song, would eventu- 
ally slide into that odious pit of show tune 
cliches where the likes of “The Impossible 
Dream" and “You'll Never Walk Alone" (and, 
soon, "This Is the Moment") share happy ten- 
ancy. 


Daring and original 

Given all that weighty pedigree, bringing 
“Cabaret” to modern audiences was, well, no 
cabaret, Fans had to wait until 1998 for an- 
other pioneering visionary—Sam Mendes, 
way before his Hollywood directorial triumph 
with "American Beauty”—to seize the materi- 
aland reimagine it from ground up. 

His first production at the Donmar Ware- 
house in London (in 1993, with Jane Hor- 
rocks of the film “Little Voice" as Sally 
Bowles) was praised for its daring and origi- 
nality—a peculiar description, you might say, 
fora show that was nearly 30 years old. 

‘American audiences got to see why when 
Mendes’ revival of "Cabaret" finally opened 
оп Broadway in March 1996, this time with 
Natasha Richardson as Sally Bowles and Alan 
Cumming reprising his brilliant London turn 
asthe MC, 

"An excitingly revisionist production" was 


how the New York Observer called it. And 
why not? Much like Fosse before him, Mendes 
had created a new "Cabaret" —darker, sexier, 
playful but also more sinister. In the former 
Henry Miller Theater (now renamed The Kit 
Kat Club), patrons entered and found them- 
selves in a seedy, smoky 1930s joint. They 
were seated in tables with vintage lamps and 
accoutrements, could order drinks from rov- 
ing waiters (some of them surly), and 

the show started, found themselves an inte- 
gral partof the production, cajoled to interact 
with the performers as in a real cabaret. 

The Mendes-stamped "Cabaret" would 
become the second longest-running revival 
on Broadway, closing only this January after 
2,378 performances, a host of Tony awards 
including one for Richardson, Cumming 
and Ron Rifkin (as Herr Schultz) each, and 
15 Sallys, among them surprising names 
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The celebrated Sam Mendes 
revival comes to Manila 

as New Voice Company’s 
10th-anniversary 


presentation 
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FATHER-AND-SON 
duo, Hiroshi and 
Masahiro Nitta 


PILITINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LIFESTYLE 


Japanese duo 
to perform Tsugaru 
shamisen in Manila 


THE JAPAN Foundation Manila is bringing 
over to Manila the Tsugaru shamisen father- 
and-son duo of Hiroshi Nitta and Masahiro 
Nitta for the show, “A Captivating Night of 
Tsugaru Shamisen," on Oct. 23 at the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines Little Theater (7:30 
p.m); on Oct. 24 at the same venue (3 p.m.) 
and on Oct, 25 at the Mandarin Oriental 
Manila (7 p.m., P1,100 net, inclusive of 
Japanese buffet dinner). 

"The shamisen is a string instrument ori 
nating from China. It has three strings and 
three feet in length, Japanese musicians 
through the centuries have modified it, using 
a bachi (large pick). It was primarily used asa 
background instrument in folk singing in the 
18th and 19th centuries. 

Since then, its popularity has grown so that 


it has become a staple in Japanese classical 
music and even become a solo instrument. 

Tsugaru refers to the Tsugaru district in the 
Aomori prefecture north of Japan. The Tsug: 
aru shamisen is known for its “bluesy” sound, 
much like American blues. It has been likened 
to the howling of the soul, a natural expres- 
sion of the strength of the people who have to 
live through the harshness of the region's cli 
mate and geography. 

Hiroshi Nitta hails from Sapporo, and has fo- 
cused on the shamisen for 35 years now since 
high school. His music is improvisatory and in- 
stinctive, revealing powerful depths of emotion. 

Hiroshi has won numerous awards and ap- 
peared several times on Japanese television. 
He founded the Kougenryu, which promotes 
shamisen. 
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His son, Masahiro, plays alóng with him. 
He started to play the shamisen in 1998 
when, as a junior high school student, his fa- 
ther won the National Tsugaru Shamisen 
Competition. 

The award inspired Masahiro, so that he 
started winning junior shamisen competi- 
tions. Now father and son perform as a duo, 
and the press always covers their perfor- 
mance wherever they go. 

‘To perform with Hiroshi and Masahiro Nit- 
tais the Makiling Ensemble, which fuses Afro- 
Latin rhythms with Celtic melodies, Indian- 
styled vocals, T'boli hegalong, guitar chords 
and improvisation. 

Call 8116155-58 (Japan Foundation) or 
7508888 local 2401 (Mandarin Oriental 
Manila). 


AN EXPLOSION OF TALENT 


Third quarter ‘report card’ 
on performing arts 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


HE THIRD quarter showcased an ex- 

| plosion of talent in the performing 

ars, as the major cultural groups 
revved up for the coming Christmas season. 

At the Heritage House in Blue Ridge, Que- 
zon City, outstanding young pianist Oliver Sa- 
longa breezed through an appealing but 
heavy repertoire (Bach, Beethoven, etc.), 
playing flawlessly to one’s untrained ears. But 
he tripped during an "easy" encore number, 
the Посапо folk song “Pamulinawen.” 

‘The Asian Youth Orchestra, celebrating its 
15th year (with seven Filipinos this year), per- 
formed at the Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines with their conductor, Richard Pontzious, 
who is something of a showman, The youths 
play as good as their elder colleagues (if not 
better). Their rendition of Mahlers "Titan" 
‘Symphony sent chills down one's spine. 

2004 is the birth centennial of National 
Artist (Col) Antonio Buenaventura. His 
daughters and granddaughters are all accom- 
plished performers, and the family marked the 
event with a commemorative concert at the 
CCP and a deluxe book which paid tribute to “a 
peaceful man whose chosen battlefield is art." 

‘The classical music station DZFE-FM 98.7 
celebrated its SOth year by reaching out to lis- 
teners, fund drives, and a special Maestro Fil- 
ipino concert, "Da Kapo,” with new Philippine. 
Philharmonic Orchestra music director Eugene. 
Castillo and soprano Aileen Espinosa-Cura. 
‘The first Maestro Filipino concert is now avail- 
able on CD. Call Bert Robledo (0918- 
9340776). 


Bernstein moment 

In an interview with this writer, Castillo said 
he has had his "Bernstein moment,” something 
every young conductor dreams of. The allusion 
isto Leonard Bernstein, who in the early 1940s 
became famous overnight in the US when he 
substituted for an ailing conductor of the New 
York Philharmonic Orchestra. 

The same thing happened to Castillo when 
he was assistant conductor of the Long Beach 
Symphony Orchestra, and suddenly called 
upon to pinch-hit for music director JoAnn 
Falleta. As in the Bernstein case, there were 
rave notices in the US press. 

Music and dance coalesced in Phi 
Ballet Theaters "Madame Butterfly” 
Ronilo Jaynario as a manly Pinkerton and 


CAST members of "Troyanas," with 3-year 
old John Zyke Galoso as the grandson of King, 
Priam 


REPERTORY Philippines’ “The Merchant of Venice” 


Adlawan, Ricky Dava 
Angela Garcia 


Faye Abigail Tan (in the matineé) as a tragic 
but heroic Cio Cio San. 

Over at the Far Eastern University Auditori- 
um, the UST (University of Santo Tomas) 
Liturgikon Vocal Ensemble, under the direc- 
tion of Eugene A. de los Santos, served notice 
that itis a group to be reckoned with: this in a 
country that has produced some of the finest 
choirs in the world today. 


Total theater 

‘And at the Ateneo High School's Tangha- 
lang Onofre Pagsanghan, the new home ofthe. 
famed Dulaang Sibol, the boys of "Mr. Pagsi,” 
one's ageless high school teacher, came up 
with intense, focused interpretations of two 
Paul ито! plays: "Ang Puting Tima- 
manukan” and the classic "Ang Paglilitis ni 
Mang Serapio." It was total theater, small- 
scale but gut-wrenching. 

Tanghalang Ateneo (at the College Depart- 
ment this time) restaged Ibsen's "An Enemy of 
the People.” As directed by Ricky Abad and 
the young Yan Yuzon, the production was ex- 
uberant, fast-moving and campy, sustaining 
the students’ interest. AJ Constantino was а 
standout as the whistle-blower, Dr. Stockman, 
‘The flora-and-fauna production.design (par- 
rots, symbolizing people) of Gino Gonzales 
was another plus factor. 

Ricky Davao and Irma Adlawan went to 
town with slam-bang performances in Andrew 
Bovell's "Speaking in Tongues,” an initially 
confusing but riveting Tanghalang Pilipino 
play directed by Herbert Go. Holding their 
own against the stage veterans were Angela 
Garcia and Alan Paule as the other couple, 

Lonnie Carter's brilliant "The Romance of 
Magno Rubio," when translated into Filipino, 
became even more affecting and effective 
(ССР' Tanghalang Aurelio Tolentino, direct- 
ed by Loy Arcenas for Tanghalang Pilipino). 
But one colleague remarked that the Tagalog 


used was not the Tagalog of the 1930s, the pe- 
riod of the play. One didn't quite know how to 
react to this, but maybe he had a point. 

As Shylock in Shakespeare's "The Mer- 
chant of Venice” (directed by Zeneida Amador 
for Repertory Philippines, Globe Theater On- 
Stage), Miguel Faustmann gave another blue- 
ribbon performance. And signature young ac- 
tress Lies! Batucan added Portia to her re- 
markable gallery of characters. 

In the imaginative hands of woman direc- 
tor José Estrella, Euripides’ "Troyanas" (an- 
other Tanghalang Pilipino production) was 
transported to the 21st century, with vivid im- 
ages of war and sassy, in-your-face dialogue 
(translation by Jose B. Capino). The concen- 
tration-camp atmosphere (Gino Gonzales 
again), lighting (Shoko Matsumoto) and 
sound (Jethro Joaquin), in particular, all en- 
hanced the production, 


Dazzling performances 

The FEU President's Committee on Culture 
also presented the Gintong Lahi Dance Com- 
pany of the St. Francis of Assisi College, Las 
Piñas City. And what wonderful dancers these 
youths are! Their skill was most evident in the 
difficult Singkil and Tinikling dances. 

Ballet Manila (BM) and Philippine Ballet 
‘Theater (PBT) came out with back-to-back 
productions of "La Bayadere." The set (Ricardo 
Cruz) and lighting (Dennis Marasigan) design 
of the PBT production was grand. Some 
mishaps in both shows underscored the perils 
of mastering the difficult art of classical ballet. 

In general, however, the dancing in the two 
versions was of high quality. PBT has fine 
soloists in Faye Abigail Tan and Katherine 
Sanchez, Ronilo Haynario and Lucas Jacinto, 
and Aileen Gallinera and Michelle Navarro. 

Prima ballerina Lisa Macuja and guest 
artist Maxim Chashchegorov of Russia made 
fora dazzling duo, with Chashchegorov wow- 
ing the audience with his leaning-tower leaps 
and footwork in midair. 

Another enchanting warhorse, "Le Cor- 

was restaged by Ballet Manila, with 
Macuja partnered this time by Jonathan 
Janolo. Keep an eye on this dancer, along with 
at least three other BM young dancers on the 
rise: Marian Faustino, Jerome Espejo and 
Gerardo Francisco, 

With the fourth quarter upon us, prepare 
for such treats as Repertory’s “The Wizard of 
Oz," BM's "Pinnochio" (Rep has a musical ver- 
sion ongoing at OnStage until December); 
Ballet Philippines’ "BP Goes Global,” PBT's 

allet and Divas" and PPO's "Holiday 
Nights," a free outdoor concert at Folk Arts 
Theater, with a 100-voice choir. 


CARA Barredo as Dorothy 
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Rep presents 
‘The Wizard of Oz’ 


A NEW version of “The Wizard 
of Oz" will be unveiled Nov. 13- 
Dec. 19 by Repertory Philip- 
pines at Rep's Globe Theater, 
Onstage, Greenbelt, Makati. 

Director Baby Barredo has 
gathered some of Reps most 
popular and versatile actors for 
the musical, which features mu- 
sic and lyrics from the original 
MGM motion picture score by 
Harold Arlen and E.Y. Harburg. 

This full-scale musical with a 
cast of 30 will provide families 
(and others looking for gentle 
relaxation) a fun and happy 
way to begin the Christmas sea- 
son. 

Leading the cast in the role 
of Dorothy (the role which 
launched Judy Garland to star- 
dom) is Lies! Batucan. Alternat- 
ing with Batucan is Cara 
Barredo. 

Other members of the cast 
include Ralion Alonso and Jejie 
Esguerra, alternating in the 
role of Scarecrow; Niccolo 
Manahan and Jeremy Aguado 
as Tin Nan; Oliver Usison and 
Franz Imperial as the Cowardly 
Lion; Christine Escudero and 
Tachie Billano as the Sorceress; 


Ama Bitong as the Wicked 
Witch; and Robbie Guevara 
and Miguel Zulueta as The 
Wizard. 

Jaime del Prado, responsible. 
for choreographing many Rep 
musicals and all recent Rep 
Children's Theater produc- 
tions, will do the choreography. 
Johann Quisumbing, responsi- 
ble for the magical set of Pinoc- 
chio currently running at On- 
stage, will design another ex- 
citing set for this production. 
Noted fashion designer Edgar 
San Diego is in charge of de- 
signing the costumes, while 
Martin Esteva will handle the 
lighting. 

"The Wizard of Oz" will have 
special performances on Nov. 
13, 26, Dec. 11 and 17 at 8 

; and Nov’21 and Dec. 19 
at 2:30 p.m.; Nov. 13 at 10:30 
ало; and Nov. 20 at 3:30 p.m. 

‘Some dates are still available 
for special organization and 
school performances and for 
fund-raising and group sales 
purposes. Call 8870710 or visit 
the Rep office at C2-A Building 
C, Karrivin Plaza, 2316 Pasong 
Tamo Extension, Makati City. 


Make way for ‘Cabaret’ 


From pageDI 


like Molly Ringwald, Deborah 
Gibson (the former pop star 
Debbie), Jennifer Jason Leigh, 
Gina Gershon, even Brooke 
Shields. 

Those who have donned the 
MC's androgynous persona in- 
clude John Stamos, Neil Patrick 
Harris (of "Doogie Howser” semi- 
fame), Jon Secada and Adam Pas- 
cal (of "Rent" and "Aida").. 


Manila version 

"This sexually blunt, politically 
acute “Cabaret” is the version 
that’s set to open in Manila on 
Nov, 5 at the Music Museum, 
courtesy of Monique Wilson's 
New Voice Company which is cel- 
ebrating its 10th anniversary. 

“We chose it for our 10th year 
because we think it's a very timely 
and relevant show, given its polit- 
ical ündertones and the times we 
live in," says Wilson. She is set to 
play Sally Bowles, and from the 
sneak peek presented to the 
press, this English flower is shap- 
ing up to be miles removed from 
the fragile Minnelli version or 
even Richardson's charismatic- 
but-defiant Sally. 

Wilson sings "Maybe This 


Time" (a cut from the movie, now 
incorporated into the stage ver- 
sion) in a rich, lovely alto that 
suggests robust reserves of 
strength. Hers seems to be no 
dim, desperate Sally. Only curtain 
time will tell whether this sort of 
Valkyrie-amazon interpretation 
will marshal a worthy local 
"Cabaret." 

Jamie Wilson takes on the MC 
role, Michael Williams is Clifford 
Bradshaw, Joy Virata (in a rare 
foray outside Repertory Philip- 
pines) is Fraulein Schneider, and 
Bonggoy Manahan and Leo Rialp 
alternate as Herr Schultz, Lynn 
Sherman, from the excerpts per- 
formed, makes for a vocally scin- 
tillating Fraulein Kost. 

Would life be a cabaret for 
Manila theatergoers this Novem- 
ber? Lets hope. For now, old 
chums, put down the knitting, the 
book and the broom and clear 
your calendars for a date with 
this true gem of musical theater, 


"Cabaret" runs Nov. 5-Dec, 4 at 
the Music Museum. Call 8966695, 
8965497, 8990630 or 8919999. 


nail the author at geadiz@in- 
quirercon.ph 
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‘THAT singing is an act of praying 

found poignant expression in the 

recent concert of the Ateneo 

Chamber Singers at the Church of 

the Gesu of the Ateneo de Manila 

University. 

иаа THE ATENEO Chamber Singers in “Pagsamba” 

program consisted of religious and 

sacred songs penned by romantic vineing flair, The ensemble re- of programming. He opened the until it finally ended in the origi- Definitely, choral singing is 

and contemporary Western and lo- vealed much polish and theblend- second part with another melodi- nal key it started. the most popular of all the forms 

cal composers. Aptly titled ing had much appeal. The singers ous piece, a Philippine work, to The late Jesuit historian, Fr. of musical performances in the 

“Pagsamba,” the concert evoked a stayed on pitch while going up or prepare the listeners’ ears once Horacio de la Costa, said the country today, As a chorister my- 

flavor that the late historian JONATHAN M. Velasco, Ateneo — down their particular ranges. moreforajourneytothecontem- country hid a jewel—music—in self, I can say that the great inter- 

Teodoro A. Agoncillo would have Chamber Singers musicdirector Vocal mixing was generally porary soundscape. This was her poverty. The truth of Fr, Dela est in choral singing today, pur- 

referred toas "amay simbahan.” апд conductor pleasing, although the soprano "Aba Ginoong Maria, composed  Costa's statement was affirmed sued relentlessly all over the 
‘The concert was unique, bring- section has room for improve- by the indefatigable religious Бу the stout tradition of choral country can rightly be attributed 

ing listeners to the exalted world lined-up for the concert, with the ment. With a mellower rather composer Fr. Manuel V Francisco, singing in the country This big to the internationally famed 

of religious songs so that they choir singing passages to make than a metallic projection in the SJ, and arranged by Gianpaolo tradition for singing wasalsorec- Philippine Madrigal Singers 

‘emerged from the church feeling his explanations understood. upper register, listening could be Eleria, who is now studying com- ognized by the late cultural an- founded some 40 years ago by 

like they acquired halos. This is known as “Informance,” more pleasurably engaging. position in the United States, ac- thropologist, Prof. E. „Arsenio National Artist Andrea O. Ven- 
"he venue was perfect—the from “information” and "perfor- — "Mitten wir im Leben Sind” by cording to Velasco. Manuel, who said Filipinos were eracion and of which Velasco 

aural in complete oneness with mance.” The live annotation was Рейх Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, the Тһе inclusion of the song was largely a singing people. was a member. 

the visual, both in substance and certainly most welcome. It wasa opener, was scored in the typical, timely, October being a Marian 

in form. The contemporaneous good indicator of the conductor's romantic manner and cast in the month. One cannot help glancing 

bent of the songs matched the knowledge of the program. traditional hymn mould. The atthe La Naval statue on the right 

‘contemporary look of the church, ‘Velasco showed great ease in majesty of the male voices at the side of the altar while listening 

‘The triangularshaped church isa essaying the works, some of beginning of the piece set at once and savoring the romantic, His- 

sample of contemporary architec- which were heard for the first а convivial mood for a prayerful panic flavor of the piece. 

ture and eloquently symbolized time: He definitely knows his listening, that is until Thomas 


‘Trinitarian unity. métier He displayed utmost pro- Jennefelt’s two anthems, “O Salu- Ethnic ‘Our Father’ 
ficiency with contemporary taris Hostia” and "О Sapientiae," ` The prayer of all prayers, the 
Irreverent? pieces some of whose composers, were intoned, totally eclipsing “Our Father" composed by John 


The songs were drawn from as he said in his introduction, he the consonant ambience of the Pamintuan, found expression in 
contemporary musical expres- met in international choral festi- previous work by their charming "Ama Namen" in Cuyunon text 
sions. Traditionalists would find vals where he served as juror. dissonance. and showed a distinct ethnic Па- 
them irreverent, and would ar- “Song of Athene” by the Polish vor. Tiring for both the singers 
gue that dissonance has no place Ample exposure composer, John Tavener, is partic- and the listeners was yet another 
in worship whatsoever. Burin the Velasco, one of the country’s ularly moving. All wrapped up in Philippine piece, "He Is Holy" 
spirit of Vatican 2, which allows emerging authorities in choral a transparent texture and shifting composed by Vladimir Betil. The 
dynamism in contemporary mu- music, has had ample interna- from major to minor mode, the piece was certainly а stunt, as 
sical world-view, the songs tional exposure both as per- song is elegantly simple and phrasing was extremely demand- 
achieved significant meaning. former or as jury member. makesa direct appeal. ing. 
Velasco prefaced the perfor- Тһе group, composed mostly of 5 a Velasco had said the notation lang kawala ang ubo at trangkaso sa bago 
mance with an explanation of the alumni of the Ateneo de Manila Intelligent programming was done in whole notes and ‘al mas pinalakas na Tuseran Fore. — 
peculiarities of the songs he College Glee Club, sang with con- Velasco has an intelligentsense added the work moved from one 


Germany-based Filipino 
musicians in concert: 


IN THE CONTINUING celebration cooperation with the San Miguel cooperation with the Embassy of 
of German Month, two Filipin Foundation for the Performing the Federal Republic of Germany 

rns marl JU Arts, and the endorsement of the іп cooperation with the German 
musicians based in Germany will Association of Hanns Seidel Embassy ABS-CBN, Myx, Cine- 
serenade Filipinos with renditions foundation Scholars of the maOne, Lifestyle Channel and 
of the classics. Philippines. ANC. 

Berlin-based Filipino violinist Justin Texon То celebrate . Germanys Ticket prices are P1,000, P600, 
and German-trained pianist Peter Porticos achievements, “Germany... 105 P450 and P300. Students and se- 
willbe featured їп а concert tobeheldon Oct. More Than You Think" will nior citizens may avail of the 20- 
19, 8 p.m. at St. Cecilia's Hall, St. Scholasti- showcase motorcades, car shows, percent discount. Call Sinagtala 
саз College. products and services exhibi- at 7261297 or 0918-9468252. 

Техоп will perform the Philippine premiere tions, cultural and gastronomic — Visit — wwwgermany-philip- 
of Conrado del Rosario's “Darungen.” А piece events, as well asa film festival. І pines.com ог call Fairs and More 
inspired by the Maranao culture, the violinso- is organized by Fairs and More, in 
Jo was first performed in Germany eight years 
ago. 

Bach's Chaconne for solo violin, Prokofiev's 
Sonata in D major for violin and piano, Sch 
bert's Rosamunde Overture, and Mozart's Vi- 
olin Concerto in A major (#5) will complete 
the program. 

Assisted by the San Miguel Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the concert will raise funds for the 
Philippine Research for Developing Instru- 
mental Soloists, a project started by Professor 
Billy Manalo and Sr. Mary Placid Abejo.. 

"The duo will be presented by Sinagtala in 


Аган o gabi, mayaman o mahirap, dito sa 'Pinas о saan mang bahagi ng mundo—- 
kanin ang nakahain sa hapag-kainan ng bawat pinoy. At sa bawat butil ng 

bigas na nagsilbing buhay sa bawat Pilipino, nandun din ang 

Kyowa Rice Dispensers para panalilhi 

sustansya at sarap nito. 


FREE TRIAL and CONSULTATION 
from September 6 - October 30, 2004 
For any inquiries call 6339173 / 6338991 
GERMAN-TRAINED Filipino pianist Peter 


Porticos We also offer Hair Extension 


Blog on with CubeBlog! 
The coolest online hangout 
for the barkada! 


FREE downloadable handset 
application for faster connection! 
Go to the wap site, 
:http/mohilegarnes.epldt.net 
to download! 


Create your own 
н online journal and gallery 
Share your latest pics, : to show your barkada! 
freshest ideas and exciting, 
new experiences via MMS, 


4 Easy access anytime, 
anywhere through mobile “7 
phone and Internet! 


Your instant photo and thought gallery! 


Saw your crush in school? Just got back from a great vacation? Share your thoughts and experiences 
with your friends! Use your PC or your mobile phone to create your journal anytime! You can even create 
your personal gallery taken from your mobile phone or digital camera, With a whopping 20MB of FREE 
storage, all you have to do is point, click and upload! 


If printed photos are your thing, go to any Netopia Cafe, access your CubeBlog account, choose a picture 
from your online gallery and print! 
Keep in touch with the barkada! é 


You can invite friends to become your BlogPal. You can send them Private Messages using your mobile 
phone. You Іп turn can recelve Message Alerts on your mobile phone every timé your BlogPal makes a new 
entry or posts comments on your blog. You can even send voice messages by dialing 1-908-CUBETLK, 
Which your friends can retrieve online! 


Be part of the CubeBlog Community! " ч 


"On the Web; CubeBloggers can soon choose from a selection of templates to personalize thelr own space. 
Т. "There are also contests and promos dpen only to members of CubeBlog, So what are you waiting for? Check 
out the hottest mobile journal to hit the whole barkada: 


'P5,00 per MMS / P2.60 por text sent (For Smart, Globe, Talk&Text, and Touch mobile subscribers), 
'P2.60 per minute for 1-908-CUBETLK (for PLDT subscribers only) 
‘Standard rates apply for printing photos, Please check with your nearest Netopia branch. 


Text MBLOG ON « 
to 483 for SMART and TALK N' TEXT 
or 
2219 for GLOBE and TOUCH MOBILE! 
Visit us at www.cubeblag.com 
BLOG ON! 
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From Russia, with death 


By Ruel S. De Vera. 


ROM Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle's Sherlock Holmes 

novels to Agatha Christie's 
Hercule Poirot adventures, a good 
murder mystery needs a perplex- 
ing puzzle that's not impossible to 
solve but also not too obvious as to 
be easy to solve. It also requires a 
memorable protagonist, a charac- 
ter with quirks as well as amazing 
powers of observation. 

A worthy successor to the mantles of 
Holmes and Poirot now comes from a most 
unusual place of origin: Russia. Moscow- 
based writer Boris Akunin has actually al- 
ready written nine novels featuring the unas- 
suming yet clever detective Erast Fandorin, 
making Akunin a best-selling author in his na- 
tive land, 

Now, translated into English by Andrew 
Bromfield, the Erast Fandorin novels are 
available in the other parts of the world for a 
new audience to enjoy. And that audience 
lapped up the first Fandorin novel, the inven- 
tive “The Winter Queen,” which introduced 
Fandorin, then a young Moscow police inves- 
tigator sent to study the seeming suicide of a 
wealthy student in 1876, 

“Murder on the Leviathan,” originally writ- 
ten in 1998, is the second novel in the series, 
and the latest to be translated and released. 
Set two years after the events of "The Winter 
Queen," it features an exotic crime to be 
solved and a complex web of events sur- 
rounding its solution that shows just how 
good Akunin is, and how interesting a protag- 
onist Fandorin can Бе. 

Itis 1878 and a grisly crime scene has been 
discovered in Paris. British aristocrat Lord Lit- 
tieby is found murdered in his own home. But 
while Littleby has been found bloodied, nine 
others living in the house have been found 
lifeless with nary a scratch save for a pinprick 
inthe arm. 

The motive for the crime: A small statue 
of the Indian god Shiva had been spirited 
away, wrapped in one of Littleby’s Indian 
shawls. 

But when the statue is found thrown into a 
nearby river, all of Paris is abuzz. What could 
the real motive have been? 

The gendarme assign one of their most 
experienced investigators, Commissioner 
Gustave Gauche, to get to the truth. The 
grumpy, grizzled Gauche, a veteran police- 
man with a deep belief in his abilities, traces 
the possible culprit to a most unusual place: 
the luxury ship Leviathan about to set seil 
for India. 

Once on board, Gauche quickly narrows 
down his list of suspects, among them an ap- 
parently disturbed British baronet, an appar- 
ently pregnant wife of a Swiss banker, a tight- 
lipped Japanese nobleman and a charming if 
slightly eccentric Russian diplomat named 
Erast Fandorin. 


More crimes 

As the Leviathan makes its way across the 
Indian Ocean, the crimes start to add up, with 
suspicion growing among the passengers. 
Gauche is sure he is close to solving the so- 
called “crime of the century.” Buta sharp-wit- 
ted Fandorin, at risk of inviting Gauche’s en- 
mity, is determined to solve the mystery cor- 
rectly. Will they come to the same conclusion 
ог come into conflict instead? 

Akunin can really concoct a heady mys- 
tery. The real crime at the heart of 
"Leviathan" involves a mind-boggling trea- 
sure in gemstones, hidden royal bloodlines, 
as well as the work of a ruthless and wily 
criminal mind. 

Yet along the way, the two investigators 
have to deal with individual secrets that the 
different passengers are intent on keeping 
hidden, 

For this purpose, the innovative Akunin us- 
es narrative points-of-view from different 
characters, as well as a variety of formats to 
tell his story. Thus we are treated to Gauche's 
grim files, Reginald Milton-Stokes’ flowery 
letters to his wife Emily and Gintaro Aono's 
poetic diary entries. 

Indeed, "Leviathan" actually keeps its pro- 
tagonist in the background most of the time, 
with Fandorin slowly unraveling the mystery, 
and the reader keeping track of his progress 
through the other passengers’ narratives. In- 
deed, itis crusty Gauche who is up front all 
the time. 

The puzzle itself, and the denouement, 
soars straight out of Agatha Christie—if not 
"Remington Steele"—with Gauche and Fan- 
dorin standing in front of the gathered sus- 
pects to explain their theories. 

‘The solution to the crime is sufficiently au- 
dacious and preposterous, just enough to be 
entertaining without being annoying. 

‘Taking the ever-present element of hu- 
man frailey into factor, Akunin does manage 
to throw a few genuine surprises into what 
is otherwise a pretty straightforward who- 
dunit, 

‘What will take getting used to is Akunin’s 
rather mannered and dense prose, Akunin ev- 
idently enjoys employing his vocabulary as 
well as painting every picture with detailed 


strokes. It is a treat for those who love lan- 
guage for Akunin just throws these old-fash- 
ioned, lush paragraphs at the reader. 

And no character grabs the reader's inter- 
est than the enigmatic Fandorin himself. Sly 
but sympathetic, impossibly intelligent yet 
scrupulously honest, Fandorin reveal 
tidbits about himself yet, with Akunin’s cat- 
and-mouse narrative, makes the reader want 
to know even more about this intrepid renais- 
sance man aboard this “Leviathan.” 

As the Leviathan comes close to its final 
destination, Fandorin and the readers come 
face-to-face with the awful and ingenious 
truth behind the crime in Paris. 

No fuddy dud period piece with airs, 
"Leviathan" is a novel 
to be enjoyed with a 


Russian novelist Boris Akunin 


gives us a neat literary sleuth 


to root for in a period whodunit 


dripping with offbeat 


suspects all out to sea 


thigh-slapping sus- 
pension of disbelief, 
for it does work hard 
to please the reader 
and also remain in- 
delible in its own 
way. 

With his uncon- 
cealed тей for 
dramatization and 
description, as well 
as an outandishly 
gifted detective, 
Boris Akunin turns 
"Murder On The 
Leviathan” into a 
great, old fashioned 
hoot, а whodunit 
that’s both ridiculous 
and fabulous all at 
once. 


Available from Ful- 
ly Booked. 
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“LOVE of Devotion” 
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“HAIL Mary Full of Grace” 


“VENERATION to Our Lady of Fatima” 


Bacalao, Fatima, wines, Magellan] 
and other things Portuguese 


first time in ће beginning of the 16th 

century after the conquest of Malacca 
by the governor of India, Alfonso de Albu- 
querque. They instinctively liked each other, 
but it took them almost five centuries to un- 
dertake concrete projects together. 

‘The Third Portuguese Festival in Manila, 
which is ongoing this month until the 26th, 
one of these projects. It is a Portuguese-Fil- 
ipio partnership between the Portuguese 
Embassy, Podium and Living Well/Gourdo's. 

Portugal and the Philippines share many 
things, Both have a common Latin heritage, a 
Catholic tradition, a strong maritime influence 
and big communities abroad. In terms of tem- 
perament, both peoples are generous, soft- 
tempered, hospitable, friendly and with an i 
credible capacity to adapt. For both, the family 


P ORTUGUESE and Filipinos met for the 


is the strongest pillar of social bonding. 

During the festival, the exhibit of Por- 
tuguese landscapes and sights by the Filipino 
painter Manuel Baldemor was opened. There 
Was also a fair of Portuguese products such as 
porcelain and ceramics of the group 
SPAL/Raul de Bernardo, which was also 
opened at Living Well. 

Portuguese pianist Antonio Rosado will 
perform for the first time in Manila on Oct. 20 
at the Hotel Inter-Continental, He will play 
‘compositions of Chopin, Debussy, Liszt and 
some Portuguese composers. 


Food and wine festival 

Ongoing until Oct. 21 is the festival of Por- 
tuguese food and wine at the Inter-Continen- 
tal. Codfish (bacalao) is the national dish of 
Portugal and is highly appreciated by Filipinos. 


Chef Luis Caseiro will serve some of the best 
Portuguese dishes. The Portuguese wines are 
from Caves Dom Teodosio, one of the biggest 
and most prestigious wine companies. 

The festival has a strong religious compo- 
nent. A replica of Our Lady of Fatima has been 
enthroned at The Podium. 

The festival will also provide science and 
history. The Portuguese were the first Euro- 
peans to arrive in South East Asia. Ferdinand 
Magellan was a Portuguese. 

À seminar between Portuguese and Fil- 
ipino historians will be held at University of 
‘Santo Tomas on Oct. 25-26 to discuss Magel- 
lan’s voyage as the first historical voyage of a 
globalized world. A book about the historical 
relations between Portugal-Macau and the 
Philippines and a publication about the rela- 
tions between Europe and Asia will be 


launched on that occasion. 

Portuguese Ambassador Joao Caetano da 
Silva said the festival seeks to bring Portugal 
and the Philippines closer to one another. 

“Itisabove all a unique opportunity to cele- 
brate together our affinities and to strengthen 
the relation between two peoples and two 
countries which have so much in common.” 
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AMBASSADOR 
Joao Caetano da 
Silva and wife 
Ulrike with the 
image of Our Lady 
of Fatima 


Unesco’s Hornedo keynotes 
campus press congress at UST 


UNESCO Commissioner Florentino 
Hornedo will keynote the opening to- 
day of the 2004 Inkblots: the UST Na- 
tional Campus Journalism Fellow- 
ship, organized by The Varsitarian, 
the 76-year-old University of Santo: 
‘Tomas student paper 

Hornedo, award-winning writer, 
scholar and language expert, leads a 
distinguished line of speakers in the 
three-day series of seminars on the 
campus press. 

Other speakers include Max Soliven 
(publisher and columnist, Philippine 
Star), Che-Che Lazaro (producer, 
Probe), Ruel De Vera (associate editor, 
Sunday liqumen Magazine), Sheila 
Coronel (director, Philippine Center 
for Investigative Journalism), Marites 
Vitug (editor in chief, Newsbreak), 
Romy Gacad (photographer, Agence 
France Press), Rina Jimenez David 
(columnist, Inqumen), Party-list Rep. 
Eugelio Magsaysay (Alliance of Volun- 
teer Educators), Quinito Henson 


CHECHE Lazaro 


(sports columnist, Philippine Star) 
and Nestor Cuartero (editor, Tempo). 
‘Among the schools that have regis- 
tered are the Isabela State University, 
Philippine Normal University, Quezon 
Lyceum of the Philippines, Tarlac State 
University, De La Salle-Lipa, Universi- 


ty of Batangas, University of Regina 
Carmeli, Chiang Kai Shek College, 
Philippine Women's University Bataan 
State College, Polytechnic University 
of the Philippines, University of Rizal, 
Letran-Manila, Mindoro State College, 
Angeles University Baguio Central 
University, Makati Medical Center 
Nursing School, San Pedro College of 
Business Administration, Far Eastern 
University, AMA Computer University, 
St. Louis University-Baguio, St. Louis 
University-Tugegarao, Sorsogon State 
University, St. Mary's University, Holy 
Angel University, Aquinas University, 
Mindanao State University, Unibersi- 
dad de Santa Isabel of Naga, De La 
Salle University-Taft, Sta. Isabel Col- 
lege, Colegio de San Agustin-Bifian, 
Occidental Mindoro National College, 
San Sebastian-Manila, San Sebastian- 
Cavite, St. Scholastica's College- Bula- 
сап, St. Paul College-llocos, Calayan 
State University, and University of La 
Sallete. 


Fatima opens campus gallery 


‘OUR Lady of Fatima University opens 
the Fatima University Gallery, located 
at the San Vicente Building inside the 
main campus in Valenzuela City, on 
Nov. 10, Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

The gallery, which showcases the 
school's collection of contemporary 


BUDGET PHOTO ALBUMS 
National Book Store introduces 
photó albums to its ine of TSIP 
(Tipid Specials Incredible Prices) 
products. These albums are 
available in a variety of attractive 
and high-quality designs, with 
varying photo capacities from 40- 
300. Prices are very affordable. 
Visit any National Book Store 
branch nationwide. 


Filipino art, was created to pro- 
mote the holistic growth of the 
school's students and faculty mem- 
bers. 

As an institution known for its 
medical and allied-medical expertise, 
Our Lady of Fatima University deems 


it necessary to expand the communi- 
бу exposure to the visual arts. 

The premier exhibit embraces the 
works of Arturo Luz, H.R. Ocampo, 
Ibarra de la Rosa, Federico Alcuaz, 
Juvenal Sanso and Renato Rocha, 
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BALLOON ART 


WORKSHOP 

Filstar Distributors Corp. 
invites all balloon enthusiasts 
toa two-day balloon art 
‘workshop that will touch on 
professional and cost-effective 
ways of creating balloon décor 


Spanish poet Miguel 
Hernandez memorialized 
in 7 Filipino languages 


INSTITUTO Cervantes, the Spanish Cultural 
Center, is launching today a poetic anthology 
of Miguel Hernández, the first time a poet is 
translated into seven Filipino languages. 

Miguel Hernández rose to fame but died 
young. In spite of his short-lived career—he 
died of pulmonary infection in prison at 31 
—Miguel Hernández became one of the 
greatest Spanish poets of the 20th century. 

He had written poems about nature, ani- 
mals, soldiers and wars, but most of all, 
about love: love for a woman, for a son, for 
his country and countrymen. 

One of his most known poems is the 
*Lullabies of the Onions" ("Nanas de la ce- 
bolla"), which he wrote in prison for his 
son, upon receiving a letter from his wife 
telling him that all she had to eat were 
onion and bread. This is a moving poem, so 
rich in metaphor and symbolism, that 
would easily affect every mother's heart. 

To make Hernández's poems more acces- 
sible to Filipinos, Instiruto Cervantes is 
publishing an anthology of his selected po- 
ems translated into English and into seven 
Filipino languages: Tagalog, Cebuano, 
Pampango, llocano, Bicolano, Ilonggo and 
Chabacano. 

It will be the first time that the works of 
the Spanish poet will be published in Asian 
languages. 

The Filipino poets who translated the 
poems into vernacular are Marra Lanot, 
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New spiritual titles К 
from Jesuit Communications 


Я. 


MIGUEL Hernández 


Marjorie Evasco, Salvador Malig, Herminio 
Beltran Jt, Francisco Pefiones Jr, Alice Sur 
Cua and Francis Macansantos. 

The book presentation and a poetry 
reading will be held at the RCBC Plaza 
tonight at 7:30 as part of "Fiesta. Spanish 
Festival for Culture and the Arts." 

Also, as part of the Spanish Festival, Du- 
laang UP—spearheaded by the director 
Jose Estrella—will be staging an original 
play on the life and poems of Miguel Her- 
nández on Oct. 20 at the RCBC Plaza. 
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for parties, stage 
presentations, company events 
and many other types of special 
events. The first workshop, 
“Basicand Intermediate 
Balloon Seminar,” was held on 
Oct. 15. The second workshop, 
“Basic Sculpture,” will be held 
on Oct. 29. Only 25 
participants will be 
accommodated per seminar, at 
Filstar Distributors Corp. 
Reliance Center Bldg, 99 
Rodriguez Jr. Ave., Ugong, 
Pasig City. Call 6710555 or 
6713171. E-mail 
gdferrer@fistar.com.ph or 
esgaurano@filstar.com.ph 


JESUIT Communications 
has just released several spir- 
itual books. 

"Contemplatives in Action: The Je- 
suit Way" written by Jesuits William 
А. Barry and Robert G. Doherty, is a 
concise but comprehensive guide t0 
understanding Ignatian spirituality. 

The book, which is addressed to 
laymen who may take after the Jesuit 
way explains in an accessible way the 
history and spirit of the vows and 
principles of the Jesuit order, showing 
that understanding Jesuits is not an 
impossible task. 

“With Byes Fixed on Jesus" is a col- 
lection of short reflections by Fr. John 


Chambers, SJ, a Jesuit who has spent. 
much of his life in the Philippines. 
Based on the Gospels for the Sundays 
and holy days of the year, these brief 
but powerful reflections give lay peo- 
ple something to chew on, before or 
after hearing Mass. These nuggets of 
wisdom, turned over and around in 
our minds, draw us into a deeper way 
of living and journeying, with eyes 
fixed on Christ. 

Fr. Walter Burghardt, SJ brings us 
back to the root of the social justice 
problem and discovers that Christ has 
already shown us a solution in “To be 
Just is to Love." Through these reflec- 
tions, Fr Burghardt reminds us that in 
order for true justice to be possible, we 


must love—love God above everything 
and love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Love is also the theme of "With ап 
Everlasting Love,” by Fr. Wiliam Bar- 
ту, SJ, who introduces us to an under- 
standing of God as a lover, joining the 
tradition discovered by saints and 
mystics of the Church. 

‘The books and other publications 
are available at Jesuit Communica- 
tions Foundation main office at 
Sonolux Bidg., Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity, and kiosks at SM City North 
Edsa, SM Megamall; the Tanging Ya- 
man kiosks at Robinsons Galleria, 
Robinsons Manila and at all leading 
bookstores nationwide. Call 4265971 
to 72 or visit www.jesuits.ph/jescom 
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Hagedorn 


POWERBOOKS Specialty Stores October 
Pinoy Pick of the Month Jessica Hagedorn, 

А novelist, poet, playwright, multimedia 
and performance artist who also dabbled in 
acting and was a lyricist and rock and roll 
band leader, Hagedorn is in a league all her 
own. 

Ske is of German, Spanish, Chinese and Fil- 
ipino ancestry. She moved from the Philip- 
pines to the United States at the age of 13. 
‘Three years after, her talent for poetry was 
discovered by artist Kenneth Rexroth. He 
eventually edited “Four Young Women,” the 
first book that featured her poem. 

In 1975, Hagedorn produced "Dangerous 
Music,” her first collection of fiction and poet- 
ту. Since then, she has come up with much-ac- 

ей works: "Pet Food and Tropical Ap- 
paritions," "Charlie Chan is Dead: An Anthol- 
‘ogy of Contemporary American Fiction," 
"Danger and Beauty,” "Gangster of Love" and 
1990 National Book Award nominee “Do- 
geaters." Some of these have been included in. 
16 anthologies of women's ethnic and Third. 
World writing. 

Hagedorn continues to grow as an artist, 
having now embraced the world of video and 
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filmmaking, as influenced by Argentine writ- 
erand scriptwriter Manuel Puig. She has writ- 
ten a screenplay, “Wasteland” (the title was 
changed to “Fresh Kill"), a feature film pro- 
duced and directed by Shu Lea Chang. 

She now lives in Greenwich Village with 
her husband and their two girls. 

PowerBooks Specialty Store is a full-service 
specialty bookstore with branches at Greenbelt 
4 (7576428/29), Megamall (6352898 to 99), 
Alabang (8505662 to 63) and Glorietta 
(7527075). 
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Metro tackles South Beach Diet 
takeouts, hydrogel implant 
and Baby Bueno-Coady 


NO time to cook your South Beach Diet 
meals at home? Having a hard time looking 
for restaurants that serve South Beach Diet- 
friendly cuisine? 

Consider your problem solved, as Metro magazine fea- 
tures chefs—from Manila to as far as Davao and Ge- 
bu—who sell take-out food conforming to SBD, the revolu- 
tionary good fat/right-carbs diet thats the talk of the 
town. 

From fit to bootylicious, Metro November also features 
the latest cosmetic technology in getting that ‘J.Lo butt”: 
hydrogel implants. The edition tackles the pros and cons 
and where you can have it done. And in the monthly Talk 
forum, four women hold a heart-to-heart talk and ask 
themselves, “Why am I Doormat?” 

Finally, an investigative feature on Baby Bueno-Coady, 
the former 7705 fashion model and international socialite 
Just released from a HK prison for killing her Swiss lover. Is 
she guilty as the courts have said, or is she innocent as she 
claims to be to this day? 

Catch Kristine Hermosa in her elegant best on the cover 
of Metro October, now out in newsstands. 

Call 4152852. Y 


Travel writing at its best 


THE UNIVERSITY of the Philip- 
pines Press recently released 
"Looking for Rizal in Madrid," a 
collection of travel essays by 
Gregorio C. Brillantes, one of the 
countrys most distinguished 
writers. 

The long-overdue collection gathers 27 
essays and articles written over three 
decades. The book is travel writing in the 
best sense of the term, the sort of travel lit 


erature which Carmen Guerrero Nakpil 
described as: “More than geography or 
natural history, it is the study of man and 
society, of the human condition and the 
fiction of social change that gives texture 
and depth to foreign travel.” 

Brillantes writes of sojourns in the 
Philippines, in Europe and in Latin Ameri- 
ca. But ultimately, it is the human condi- 
tion that Brillantes contemplates-with be- 
musement and nostalgia, with curiosity 
and wisdom, above all, with great good 


Gregorio Brillantes holds a Carlos 
Palanca Hall of Fame award. He has also 
won practically all the other major nation- 
al literary awards: Southeast Asia Write 
Award, Gawad para sa Sining from the 
CCR Gawad Alagad ni Bonifacio from the 
Writers’ Union of the Philippines, the 
Catholic Mass Media, ete, 

Не was executive director of the celebrat- 
ей Philippines Free Press of the pre-Martial 
Law days, and since 1972 has been an editor 
and writer for various other publications. 

Brillantes himself modestly calls these 


pieces “literary reportage.” Certainly it is 
reportage at its best, what Nick Joaquin 
was referring to when he said in his Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Lecture: "The literary 
snob's disdaining of journalism is a thing 
of the past, now that the greatest literary 
artists are producing reportage.” 

Looking for Rizal in Madrid sells for 
P440 at the UP Press Bookstores in Dili- 
man, Davao and Baguio, Aeon Books in 
Katipunan, Popular Bookstore in Morato, 
Solidaridad, and all PowerBooks and Na- 
tional Book Store branches. 


GREENWICH'S 
FASTER FAST FOOD 


The clamor for fast, tasty, and appetite sat- 
isfying meals served during lunch break and 
merienda has inspired Greenwich to come up 
with new additions to their already vast and 
delicious product line up that are sure to 
please the most discriminating and time con- 
strained palette. Greenwich, the number 1 
fast food chain in the Philippines has taken 
fast food to a speedier levePwith the introduc- 
tion of their new Fastbreak meals that are 
light on the pocket and are ready to be de- 
voured and enjoyed. 

Greenwich offers two new mouthwatering 
meals for those who are in for a quick lunch 
break. Fastbreak Meals consists of 2 pieces 
flavorful Wacky Wings, Java Rice, Petite 
Macaroni Salad, and a regular softdrink for 
only P59.00, while another includes a sump- 
tuous Petite Beef & Mushroom Baked Rice 
Melt, Creamy Mushroom Soup, both served 
with a regular drink for only P49.00! Fast- 
break Lunch promo is available from 11am - 
2pm, Mondays to Fridays till October 15, 
2004. 


The search for a quick and satisfying 
snacks for those short breaks ends in Green- 
wich. Fastbreak Merienda is a jolly mix of 
four delectable meals that are set to please, 
entice, and fulfill to your tummy's content. 
Fastbreak Meal A is a delicious duo of 2 
slices of delectable Hawaiian Pizza and Half 
Spaghetti, Fastbreak Merienda B has 2 slices 
of Solo Ham and Cheese Pizza and Macaroni 
Salad Plus, Merienda Fastbreak C includes 2 
slices of Solo Hawaiian Pizza and Macaroni 
Salad Plus, while Merienda Fastbreak D 
consists of 2 slices of Solo Ham and Cheese 
Pizza and Half Spaghetti. All these meals 
include a regular softdrink and are only 
P39.00 each! Now that's value for money! 
Catch these appetizing Greenwich offerings 
from 2 pm to 4 pm, Mondays to Fridays till 
November 15, 2004 at your favorite 
Greenwich outlets! 
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IN THE absence of national legislation, Batanes enacted provincial WITHOUT government protection, is there hope that heritage INSCRIBED in the Unesco World Heritage List, the historic City of 
laws to protect the traditional Ivatan housesin the towinofChavayan Һотез ке this one in Carear, Cebu, willbehanded over tothenext Vigan is one of the few places in the country with protective 
generation? legislation that was formulated and passed by the City Council. 
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DVD Home Theater w/ 5-speaker system ОМО Home Theater ш/ tallbou speakers DVD Home Theater wy 5-disc player 


Pioneer stirs up a revolution in DVD technology with the 3-Spot Surround Speaker System. It has Direct Diffuse Technology 
that delivers full-scale surround sound without placing speakers at the rear of your room. Designed to blend with Pioneer Plasma TVs, 
the 3-Spot Surround Speaker System is the ideal finishing touch to a totally stylish home entertainment system. Check out the new 
3-Spot Surround Speaker System from Pioneer and experience the latest attraction in DVD technology. 


Visit us at www.pioneer.com.sg or 
email us at mgme@compass.com.ph 


Conclusion 


HERE are other agencies that involved 
inthe protection and conservation of the 
nation’s natural and cultural patrimony. 

* The Department of the Environment and 
Natural Resources requires thatthe National His- 
torical Institute and National Museum give prior 
clearances to heritage zones before an Environ- 
mental Clearance Certificate will be issued to al- 
low development of the site. The Forestry Re- 
form Program exempts national historical sites 
from being classified as alienable, The Philippine 
Mining Act prohibits removal of materials "with- 
in the distance of one kilometer from the bound- 
aries of reservoirs estab- 
lished for... archaeo- 
logical and historical PRIDE 
sites” 

* The Housing and OF PLACE 

Land Use Regulation ^ 4 

Board exempts cultural 

and historical sites from 

the national urban de- 

velopment and housing ў 

program, stipulating 

thelr protection, al AS 

Examining existing LUNES 
Minn shows ћага Augusto Е 
webofoverlappingher- Y 
itage laws adequately Villalon 
protect heritage in the 
Philippines, There is great confusion in the dif- 
ferent government agencies and also in the her- 
itage sector regarding who is ultimately respon- 
sible for heritage issues. 

‘Attempting to correct the confusion and intro- 
duce a national system for heritage preservation, 
the Heritage Conservation Society (HCS) intro- 
duced the Landmarks Bill in 1997, which was 
filed in the Philippine House of Representatives 
and the Philippine Senate. 

The bill proposed that uniform guidelines and 
procedures based on the World Heritage Con- 
vention and the Icomos Venice Charter be na- 
tionally adopted for preservation of heritage. 

Tt further proposed that an overseeing body 
that included the agencies mandated to preserve 
heritage be formed in order that all efforts be co- 
ordinated. 

A victim of bureaucracy and opposing political 
agendas, the proposed law did not prosper. 

Still committed to introducing heritage legis- 
lation on a nationwide level, the HCS has con- 
centrated on working with provincial and local 
government officials to introduce the need for 
heritage legislation on a provincial and local lev- 
el. The program has successfully convinced a 
number of local governments to enact legislation 
to preserve their heritage. 


Local heritage laws 

"To date, the Society has participated in formu- 
lating heritage legislation in San Fernando (Pam- 
panga), Baguio, Carcar (Cebu), Dagupan, Lin- 
gayen, Bacolod, Batanes and Quezon province. 
Many more local governments have signified 
their interest in formulating their heritage policy. 

“The great advantage for introducing heritage 
legislation on a provincial and local level is the 
assurance of community involvement. As stake- 
holders become aware of their own heritage, 
they become proud owners of it and commit to 
participate in its protection. $ 

Community involvement on this level would 
be difficult to achieve if heritage legislation was 
handed down to provincial and local govem- 
ments from the national government. Heritage 
is, after all, for the people, especially the locais 
who will be involved in its daily maintenance, 

Heritage legislation is only as effective as its 
enforcement, which on the national government 
level has been poor. However with local commu- 
nity commitment to enforce heritage preserva- 
tion through laws that they have written them- 
selves, there is a greater chance that our heritage 
will live longer: 

Existing legislation that protects heritage on 
various levels is poorly implemented, even disre- 
garded as shown by the conduet of Richard Gor- 
don when he was secretary of tourism: He insist- 
ed on constructing the Lapu Lapu statue on Rizal 
Park without the approval of the National Histor- 
ical Institute that exercises jurisdiction over the 
site, 

“Laws and Jurisprudence of Built Heritage," 
Jointly written by the National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts and the Supreme Court of 
the Philippines, is an excellent resource to unrav- 
el the web of overlapping heritage legislation. 
Reading it underscores the need for a single, uni- 
fied Landmarks Law that identifies heritage wor- 
thy of preservation, designates responsibilities, 
and standardizes definitions and procedures for 
preservation, 


The book is available at Heritage Conservation 
Scie Secretariat (5212239) and NCCA 
(5272182). 

Email feedback to afillalon@hotmailcom 
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INSURANCE, 


AYGC Member 
Like two precious stones polished and 
refined through the years, Malayan 
Insurance Co., Inc and Great Pacific Life 
Assurance Corp. (Grepalife) stand out as 
‘gems of Filipino excellence in the insurance 
industry. 

On this day, the two companies — both 
acknowledged leaders in the Philippine 
insurance business - mark significant 
milestones as they jointly 
celebrate iheir 
anniversaries. The theme 
of the celebrations — 
"Diamond shines with 
Gold" - captures the spirit 
of this landmark event, 

‘Malayan Insurance — 
consistently ranked as the 
country's number one 
non-life insurer since "| 
1970 — is turning 75 next 
year, while Grepalife — 
опе of the leading life 
insurance companies in 
the Philippines —turned 
50 last March. 

‘The two companies trace their humble 
beginnings to a busy street in Binondo 
where Don Enrique T. Yuchengco put up 
the China Insurance and Surety, Inc. in 
1931 with a paid-up capital of P147,500. 
(See sidebar story) 

It was Don Enrique’s legacy of fair 
dealing and speedy settlement of claims 
that installed Malayan Insurance and, 
eventually, Grepalife as pillars of the 
Philippine insurance industry - driven by 
а common passion for excellence. 

“Taking over the reins shortly afler World 
War I, his son Alfonso carried on the legacy 
and embarked on a program of expansion. 

In his message for the joint anniversary, 
Ambassador Alfonso T. Yuchengco 
‘underscores his belief that "a million can 
be lost in a day but a good name lasts 
forever” — a tenet he inherited from Don 
Enrique, who believed that “the relationship 
between the insured and the insurers are 
based on trust.” These are the values 
commonly adhered to by Malayan 
Insurance and Grepalife. 

Malayan Insurance president Yvonne 
S, Yuchengco shares her father's belief and 
attributes the success of the company to an 
uncompromising attitude for service 
excellence. Under her leadership. a new 
corporate vision was formed: “Malayan 
equals non-life insurance," in an apparent 
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Wonne S. Yachengco 
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bid to equate the Malayan brand with 
leadership in the non-life insurance industry. 

Today, Malayan Insurance remains on 
top with gross premium of P3.609 billion 
and total assets worth P9 billion in 2003. 
Malayan Insurance insures over P100 
billion worth of properties of more than 
1,000 companies and thousands of 
individual clients. Risks covered range from 


fire, marine, motorcar, miscellaneous 
casualty and personal accident, to health. 
and travel as well as surety. 

Malayan Insurance pots a high premium 
оп serving the interests of its clients by 
constantly innovating its products to suit 
customers’ chahging needs. In 1958, for 
instance, it launched the first credit card in 
the Philippines - onc among countless 
milestoncs the company will mark over the. 
years. 

‘Among the notable firsts it introduced 
are the Express Claims Office (enabling 
processing and settling of motorcar 
insurance claims of up to P150,000 within 
ап hour or less) and the Call Malayan Live 


Adelita A Vergel de Dios 


Line or CAMILLE (an operator-assisted 
roadside towing and service emergency 
line), Loss of Use Cover, the Personal 
Accident Insurance Christmas Card, 
packaged insurance produits like Home 
Protect Golfer's insurance, and Automaster, 
as well as the country’s first insurance 
through SMS with Text Insure. 
“Established on March 15, 1954, 
Grepalife was the first 
life insurance company 
tobe formed in Binondo, 
Manila and the 12th 
insurance firm to operate 
inthe Philippines 
Grepalife is a perfect 
complement of is sister 
company Malayan 
Insurance which covers 
non-life risks. It is 
consistently one of the. 
top ranking industry 
players and the leading 
company im group 
insurance in the 
Philippines today. With 
its life insurance holding company having 
а total asset of almost P25 billion, 
Grepalife has a nationwide network of 
‘over 60 branches and regional offices, and 
more than 2,000 professional sales 
associates. Through the years, it has upheld 
the Filipinos" trust and confidence with 
more than а million lives insured through 
individual and group coverages. 

Because of the company's affordable 
products, which have been made even 
more accessible through its salary 
deduction and saving program, Grepalife 
may be deemed a lifetime partner by an 
ever-growing number of public school 
teachers and non-teaching personnel, 


А common passion for excellence aimed at enhancing peoples lives 


Malayan, Grepalife mark milestone years | „2°. 


members of the national police, employer 
and employee groups, barangay tanods, 
security guards, and associations and 
cooperatives. For these particular groups, 
it offers protection, education, retirement, 
estate conservation and hospital income 
benefits. ^ 
Grepolife's supervising director Adelita 
former insurance 
jeves that by helping 
publie servants and low-salaricd 
individuals, the company becomes a 
government partner in nation building. 
Ia 2001, Grepalife marked a milestone 
when it broke through the one-billion mark 
with more than P1 billion in total premium 
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income for the year. Last year, this figure 
rose to P1.25 billion. 

As the oldest members of the 
Yuchengco Group of Companies (YGC), 
Malayan Insurance and Grepalife have set 
the pace for the YGC with their integral 
philosophy and a shared commitment to. 
reliability and service excellence aimed 
at enhancing the lives of the people they 
serve. 

Tt is this commitment that will ensure 
the leadership of Malayan Insurance and 
Grepalife in the Philippine insurance 
business for years to come - proudly 
Filipino at par with the world's best. For 
a long time, they will shine .. like 
diamond and gold. 


We have always 
firmly believed that a 
million can be lost in 
а day but а good 
пате lasts forever. It 
isa tenet we inherited 
from the founder, Don 
Enrique T. Yachengco. 
and is a core value 
commonly adhered 
by Malayan 
Insurance Co. and 
Great Pacific Life 
Assurance Corp. As 
these nwo companies 
= both acknowledged pillars in the 
Philippine insurance industry ~ mark 
significant milestones in their corporate 
existence, the legacy of building a good 
пате takes on а profound meaning. 

Through the decades, Malayan 
Insurance and Grepalife have 
painstakingly built a reputation of giving 
their customers more than the worth of 
every peso or dollar they entrust to the 
fwo companies stewardship. It is what 


Philippines and overseas. 
The companies" unassailable integrity 
and their shared passion for excellence 
= in product innovation and in customer 
service - have installed Malayan 
Insurance and Grepalife in the league 
of world-class financial institutions. At 
all times, Malayan Insurance. and 
Grepalife have lived 
by a strong sense of service vocation 
that enables their employees to serve. 


‘Amb. Alfonso 


fias endeared them to their clients in the 


A good name lasts forever 


beyond customer 
expectations. 
‘More importantly, 
Malayan and 
Grepalife are 
conscious of their 
corporate social 
responsibility and 
have jointly 
undertaken socio- 
civic initiatives that 
underscore what we 
н call "social return оп 
SX [у investment 
Yochengeo On this day when 
we jointly celebrate our anniversaries, 
truly we can say that diamond shines 
with gold. More than external sources, 
the glitter emanates from an inner calling 
that yearns to enhance the quality of life 
of the people the companies serve. 
We salute the men and women of 
Malayan Insurance and Grepalife for 
living up to their vision of becoming 
leaders in the market and reliable 
partners for the advancement of society. 
We also salute the agents and partners 
Jor their steadfastness 
Most of all, we thank all the clients 
who have been with Malayan Insurance 
and Grepalife through thick and thin. 
To all of you, we dedicate all our 
achievements and all our future efforts 
We owe everything to you 
Finally, we thank the Good Lord for 
‘endlessly showering Malayan Insurance 
‘and Grepclife with His blessings. By His 
grace, we continue to serve. 


Expect fireworks when Malayan Insurance celebrates with Grepa 


Malayan Insurance at 75 years, Grepalife at 50. 


Two leaders in the non-life and the life insurance industries, respectively. 


Two glittering crowns of the Yuchengco Group of Companies. 


One febulous celebration highlighting thelr common vision of excellence: 


to provide the 


MALAYAN 
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ipinos the best and most affordable coverage for their ever-changing needs. 
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‘There is something more fulfilling than 
good-looking bottomlines. It is what 
Ambasador Alfonso T. Yuchengeo calls 
social retum on investment" - a tenet that 
inspires Malayan Insurance and Grepalife 
to look beyond profit margins and ROIs. 
‘The companies’ common adherence to 
the corporate social responsibility credo 
inspired them to lend their joint anniversary 
‘celebrations this year further significance 
by embarking on joint socio-civic activities 
In March, a group of volunteers from both 
companies traveled north to Cabanatuan 
City in Nueva Ecija for a 10-day dental and 
surgical mission facilitated by AY 
Foundation, the social arm of the Yuchengco 
Group of Companies, which was able to 
serve 188 indigent patients who could not 
afford proper medical attention 
‘A week after the last presidential 
elections in May, volunteers of Malayan 
Insurance and Grepalife literally took to 
the streets and — armed with spatulas, iron. 
brushes, brooms, ladders, pails and garbage 
bins — rid the surroundings of unsightly 
campaign materials. Clad in attractive 
yellow shirts, the companies’ volunteers 
took part in the clean-up drive dubbed 
“Linis Bayan” in eight sites nationwide: 
Binondo, Cubao, Caloocan and Alabang in 
Metro Manila; Baguio and Dagupan in 


The House 


Many years later, long after ће Malayan 
Insurance Company had become a 
recognized leader in the Philippine 
insurance industry, its founding pioneers 
‘would talk about having begun in a barung- 
barong — the humble shack patched 
together from scraps that is home to the 


No less than statesman and diplomat Gen. 
Carlos P. Romulo, for many years chairman 
of the board of both Malayan and its 
younger sibling Great Pacific Life 
‘Assurance Corporation, spoke of Malayan 
аз “the barung-barong insurance company, 
leading more or less a precarious hand-to- 
mouth existence in quarters in the old Calle. 
Rosario that bespoke poverty rather than 
affluence.” 


One can forgive the hyperbole, ` 


considering the prodigious leap that 
Malayan would make from being the upstart 
— the new kid on the block competing 
against the more established insurance 
giants — to being the market leader in non- 
life insurance. 
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“Through the years, that’s what banking with RCBC is all about. 
Because at the end of the day, thats the only way we want to grow: 
by growing relationships. 


But in point of fact, the Malayan story 
begins not in a barung-barong but in an 
accesoria — the two-storey house 
sometimes colloquially referred to in 
English as a "go-down." With shop space 
оп the ground floor and living quarters on 
the upper floor, the accesoria is the basic 
building block of many a Chinatown 
throughout the world. Many great fortunes. 
сап trace their beginnings to this practical 
accommodation, where the aspiring tycoon 
stayed on top of his business — literally 
and figuratively. But it is also the physical 
embodiment of a philosophical ideal: the 
two most important things in life — work 
and family — co-existing harmoniously 
under one roof. 

Tn any case, the Malayan story does not 
begin on Calle Rosario, then as now the 
main thoroughfare of the bustling 
commercial district of Binondo — that 
would come later: It was in the family 
residence on Gandara St. — a prime 
business address at the time — that Don 
Enrique T. Yuchengeo started the China 
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It’s beyond transactions. It's beyond a handshake or a smile. 


les all about doing things together. 
Ie’ about being straightforward and honest. 
Ultimately its about nurturing relationships. 
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Luzon, Cebu in the Visayas, and Davao in 
Mindanao, 

In August, the two companies initiated 
the “Alay за Bayan” — a technical education 
assistance program designed to help soldiers 
with various combat-related disabilities 
suffered in the line 
of duty. 

Close to 80 of these disabled AFP 
personnel undertook training courses in 
commercial breadmaking and basic meat 
processing at the V. Luna Hospital where 
they are in the process of recuperation and 
rehabilitation, 

The two courses are part of an ongoing 
program initiated by Malayan Insurance 
and Grepalife to help provide disabled 
soldiers with additional knowledge they 
can use to find livelihood when they are 
reintegrated into society's mainstream after 
some of them are discharged from service. 

AFP chief of staff Gen. Narciso Abaya 
hailed Malayan Insurance and Grepalife 
for embarking on the programs and enabling 
the participating soldiers to regain hope 
despite their: physical disabilities 

With these joint socio-civic activities, 
Malayan Insurance and Grepalife hope they 
are able to contribute something to the 
community. That should make the 
anniversary celebrations truly meaningful 


On 614 Gandara St. 


Don Enrique T. Yuchengeo 
(October 7, 1879 - October 14, 1953) 


Insurance and Surety Inc. on February 16, 
1930, with a paid-up capital of P147,500. 

The house on No. 614 Gandara may have 
been unassuming, but it was certainly no 
barung-barong by any stretch of the 


imagination. By then, Don Enrique had 
already built up many prosperous businesses, 
including rice mills in Pangasinan, a tobacco- 
leaf trading concem, and a thriving lumber 
company, which he later expanded into a 
‘contracting business. He could afford to 
send his youngest son Alfonso to De La 
Salle College, опе of the best schools in 
Manila, in а chauffer-driven Packard. 

But more than wealth, Don Enrique had 
one thing separating him from most of the 
other traders who made their homes in 
similar circumstances in Binondo: vision. 
Don Enrique foresaw a thriving economy 
and a prosperous future as the Philippines 
prepared itself for independence from the 
United States. It was this vision that 
‘prompted him to take a leap of faith — into 
the relatively uncharted waters of the 
insurance business. 

With only a handful of agents working 
ош of a small room in 614 Gandara, the 
fledgling company grew slowly but steadily. 
Soon, it had seven representatives in Manila 
and one in Nueva Ecija, Within a few years 


it bad fielded representatives in Cebu and 
ойо as well, 

More than most other businesses, 
insurance depends on the bond of trust 
between client and insurer, and what China 
Insurance and Surety Inc. might have lacked 
in resources in the beginning, it made up 
for with Don Enrique’s reputation as a man 
of honor who would settle claims quickly 
and fairly. Hard work and, above all, 
integrity, were the keys to success, he would 
often tell Alfonso. "A good name lasts 
Forever,” he would say. Truc enough, its 
good name would enable his fledgling 
insurance company to weather the setbacks 
of the Great Depression and the coming 
World War, and to flourish in the new 
Republic that was to come. 


This article is excerpted from the joint 
anniversary twin books: "Stories of Seven 
Decades" and “Stories of Five Decades". 
written by journalist Eric S. Caruncho and 
Jointly published by Malayan Insurance 
апа Grepalife. 
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JUST VISITING. Giselle Tongi is enjoying 
the best of worlds, and vows to keep оп 
singing, dancing and acting. 


Gibson 
rules 
EW’s 
‘power 
issue’ 


NEW — YORK—WMel 
Gibson, the maker of 
the controversial 
“The Passion of the 
Christ,” dominates 
Entertainment Week- 
ly's annual power is- 
sue. 

“What once 
seemed like a zealous 
bit of risky business 
(Gibson even said 
God was directing 
the movie through 
him) has proved to 
be one of the most 
successful power 
plays in Hollywood 
history,” the maga- 
zine says, “with $610 
million in global 
sales.” 

Though featured 
prominently, Gibson 
doesn't top Enter- 
tainment Weekly's 
15th annual power 
rankings because the 
magazine replaced 
its traditional numer- 
ical list with a run- 
down on “the movers 
and shakers whose 
careers and lives 
changed dramatical- 
ly in the last 12 
months.” 

Now on news 
stands, the issue of- 
fers a rundown of 
those who gained 
and lost power in 
films, music and tele- 
vision in the past 
year, with separate 
lists for creative fig- 
ures and “suits.” 

"We were interest- 
ed in the people who 
had the most inter- 
esting power stories 
to tell,” Los Angeles 
bureau chief Ben 
Svetkey told The As- 
sociated Press by 
phone Thursday. 

Gibson is featured 
on the cover, and the 
magazine proclaims 
his next project as a 
“Must-Have” — AP 
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De Niro 
snubs 
film fest 


VENICE,  Italy— 
Robert De Niro was а 
no-show at his sched- 
Шей appearance to 
promote a film festi 
val he founded. 

The American ac- 
tor failed to appear 
with Rome authori- 
ties Friday, hours af- 
ter he refused to ac- 
cept an honor from 
the city of Milan, an- 
gering the mayor. 

There was no ex- 
planation as to why 
he turned down the 
award Thursday, but 
the fury over his con- 
duct apparently led 
him to cancel his ap. 
pearance in Rome to 
promote an Italian 
showcase at the 
‘Tribeca Film Festival 
inNew York. 

“De Niro was еп. 
bittered by yester^ 
day's controversy and 
believed it opportune 
not to eclipse the im- 
portant agreement 
with the province of 
Rome" ^ Province 
President Enrico Gas- 
barra explained to 
porters. AP 
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sent along the ashes 
to Bagley without ће 
urn, said Brill, 

A — disappointed 
Bagley promptly 
poured the remains 
into a manila enve- 
lope and mailed 
them to Brill in about 
1979. The amount 
was so small that it 
was clearly not all of 
her remains, suggest- 
ing that Roos might 
have saved some of 
the ashes as a keep- 
sake. 

“I have no reason 
not to believe the 
ashes are Veronica 
Lake,” said Brill, 65, 
a graphic designer 
and Lake fan. "Ben- 
nys not going to 
dump some 
stranger's ashes in an 
envelope." 

Bagley died in 
1998, and neither 
Brill nor Bain knows 
what became of 
Roos. That leaves 
Bain as the last skep- 
tical voice. 

“How do you know 
these aren't the ashes 
of а dog from the 
ver?" wondered the 
author of more than 
80 books, including 
the "Murder She 
Wrote" mystery зе- 
ries under the Jessica. 
Fletcher pseudonym 
and the amorous ad- 
ventures of two 
swinging stewardess- 
es in "Coffee, Tea or 
Me?" 

Brill, who spends 
his weekends in the 
Catskills, brought the 
ashes to Levine's 
store this summer. 
‘They quickly found a 
place among the 
shop's garden 
gnomes, — vintage 
Clothing and paint- 
by-number art, and 
inspired the October 
tribute. 

Brill plans to take 
the ashes back to 
Manhattan after- 
ward, and said he 
was considering of- 
fers for the ashes 
from potential buy- 
ers. 

“What am 1 going 
to do, leave it to my 
13-year-old — kid?" 
Brill said. "My kid 
could care less. He 
doesnt know who 
she (Lake) is." 
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зон аи ENTERTAINMENT) El 
Metro Bar, the ultimate party venue 


CELEBRATE an anniversary, founda- 
tion day, birthday, reunion, orienta- 
tion or any other reason for celebra- 
tion in the ultimate party 5 
venue— Metro Bar, in Quezon City. Ж: ^ 

Metro Bar offers ample parking * 3 P. TOP MOVIE THEATER 
space with valet service. Inside, the BAY 
place is a huge 800-seater equipped 
with state-of-the art sound and light- 
ing systems, as well as a hydraulic 
and extendable stage. 

‘The food is prepared by rising culi- 
nary expert Ivyn Castaneda, a gradu- 
ate of the Center for Culinary Arts 
Manila (ССА). 

While enjoying the food and the 
cool venue, laugh and dance all night 
‘with your favorite band and stand-up 
comedians Шке Ethel Booba, 
Chokoleit, Vice Ganda, Anton Diva, 
Ate Gay, Kit-kat, Gabriella, Jeremiah, 
N Twine, Sheryn Regis, Divo, Retro- 
spect and Real Groove, among many 
others. 

Weekends йге even better as three 
bands and three stand-up comedians 
perform. 

Metro Bar is located at 47 West 
Ave, Quezon City. For bookings and 
inquiries, call 374-7505 or 412-6514, 
and look for Maureen or Peng. 


“CINEMA ACCESS FOR ALL BRANCHE: 
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Giselle: РЇЇ never leave this biz ~ 


A tes 
By Leah C. Salterio E x 
Contributor 


фу US in the hope of snag. 
FA ginga good movieor TV 
role. 


# 
“ТМ ENJOYING the best of both worlds,” = 
gushed Giselle Tongi two weeks after she 
arrived in Manila from the United States, 
where she has been based for four years now. 

“Tve done more work in the past two weeks 
Туе been here than in the past four years Ive. 
stayed in the US," Giselle sid. "Whenever Ire- 
tum to Manila, there's always work waiting for 
те” 

“This is what I want to do for the rest of my 
life, she said, “sing, dance and act. I 
know this is where I'm really good at, 


country 
(Philippines) has been 
good to me," Giselle 
said. "It has given me a 
lot of opportunities to 
do so many things in 
my life which 1 would 
.. never be able to do ina 
different place. 1 will 
always come back 
here. І will never give 
up on this market. I will 
never tum my back on my 
fellow Filipinos.” 
Giselle, who stared in 
show biz when she was only 16, 
© was among many upstarts who 
^ made it into the business because 
2 of her pretty face. However, she has 
been able to carvea niche for herself in 
Philippine entertainment. 


j Star, actress 
“I didn’t strive to become a star,” she 
maintained. “One of my early directors, 
Boots Plata, who directed me in ‘Siyempre, 
Tkaw Pa Rin’ with Eric Quizon, told me, 
‘Don't strive to be a star because stars fade, 
but actresses last a lifetime." 

"When I left show biz four years ago, 
1 was totally burned out. I guess I be- 
came greedy as an actor at that time, 
‘accepting projects left and right, even 
ifthe work didn't satisfy me. Some of 
the projects even made me compro- 
mise my integrity for money and I 
didn't feel good about doing that.” 
Leaving for the country at the 
peak of her career and living in 
another country was a hum- 
bling experience for her, as 
well as a big struggle, 
both personally and 

professionally. 


aly good to me. Ive been 4 

blessed beyond what I could 2 

only imagine, and that is a big Г 

thingtobethankfulfox” 00, 
Giselle arrived оп 

the first week of 

September and, 

thanks to Gene” ж 

sis Entertain- 

ment — which 


in Manila, she was 
immediately 
swamped with 
appointments 
for live TV guest 
appearances, Z 
tapings, perfor- “бш 
mances and even $ jd 
movie roles. i- 
Giselle expects to. Ё 
get her renewed US 
Working visa by the * 
end of October and ' 
hopes to retur to Los 
Angeles to work again. 
The past four years, she. э x. 
has tirelessly tried her. 
luck at auditions in the 
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“The hardships 1 went through in the US 1 
will’ never experience here,” Giselle said. 
"There, I do my own laundry, I drive, I look for 


“the cheaper place to get a sandwich, 1 live from 


paycheck to paycheck. But those things help me 
evolveasaperson” — 

She has learned to be more practical, even in 
buying clothes. “I don't buy trendy clothes there 
because 1 can't wear them since I'm not a 
celebrity" Giselle said. "I live a normal life in the 
US. Here in Manila, being in show biz is like liv- 
ing in a bubble. You have a set routine which is 
calculated and often stagnant. You can only go 
to certain places where there aren't too many 
people. In the States, I have the liberty to go 
‘wherever I want to, without thinking of anyone 
watching me.” 


‘Sensuality onstage’ 

She enrolled at the Lee Strasberg School of 
Acting in New York and for 22 hours a week, 
studied the principles of acting technique by 
Stanislavsky. The same school produced such 
Hollywood acting greats as Robert de Niro and 
Al Pacino. 

Giselle's auditions yielded a role in the play 
"Days When Cocaine Was King," which ran for 
six weeks in Los Angeles early this year. She 
played a Latina salsa dancer who falls in love. 
with a white boy. Of her performance, Variety 
wrote, “Tongi radiates sensuality onstage.” 
Giselle was thrilled. 

Giselle is also excited about working with Vic 
Sotto for the first time in the fantasy-comedy, 
“Enteng Kabisote,” one of the entries in the 
Metro Manila Film Festival in December. She 
reprises the character of the fairy queen Ina Ma- 
genta, originally played in the sitcom and the 
two earlier "Okay Ka, Fairy Ko" films by the late 
actress Charito Solis. 

“Lresearched on Tita Charito's role and Tm so 
excited because shes this character who gets to 
wear all these flamboyant and colorful cos- 
tures," Giselle said. 


For Peque 

She will also do a cameo role in the latest 
Peque Gallaga opus, "Nang Panahong Naging 
Blonde ang Pinoy" which reunites her with her 
erstwhile boyfriend, Epi Quizon. Epi played a 

lle-Eric Quizon starrer, "Lan- 
gitsa Piling Mo.” "Blondes" marks Giselle's third 
film with Peque, after "Delirio" and "Sa Puso ng 
Pasko.” 

To be bankrolled by Tony Gloria's Unitel 
Pictures, which also produced the award- 
wining "Crying Ladies" in last year’s Metro 
Manila film fest, “Blonde” also stars Boy 2 
Quizon, Ricky Davao, Jimmy Fabregas, Iza 
Calzado, plus cameos by more than 40 stars 
including Richard Gomez, Tonton Gutierrez, 
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really good at, 1 
never hada 
doubt about 
it,” she says of 


Joel Torre, Cherie Gil, Cherry Pie Picache, 
Tessie Tomas, Ian Veneracion, Gabby and 
Ryan Eigenmann, Richard Gutierrez, Ara M 
na, Mark Gil, Michael de Mesa, Vandolph 
Quizon and Eddie Garcia. 

“Laccepted the tole, no matter how short itis, 
because of Peque,” Giselle said. “I didn’t want to 
pass up this chance to be able to work with him 
again.” 

Her career remains Giselle’ priority, so that 
even when her friends—like Ruffa Gutierrez 
and Donita Rose— have married and have 
started having children, Giselle continues to 
look for her biggest break in show bi 

She admits the thought of marriage some- 
times makes her pause and think, but she 
doesn't look for any serious involvement that 
might eventually lead to marriage—or, at least, 
not yet. 


‘This 
country 
has been 
good to 
me. I will 
always 
come 
back here 


Where have all 
of Veronica Lak 


ashes gone? 


NEW YORK (AP)—With her peek-a-boo 
blond hairdo and sultry looks, Veronica Lake 
was the "it-girl" of the 1940s silver screen. 
When she died penniless three decades later, 
her ashes sat anonymously in a funeral home 
for nearly three years before they were scat- 
tered off the Florida coast. 
Orwere they? 

Far from the Hollywood 
hills and many miles (kilo- 
meters) north of Miami, 
Lake's reputed remains have 
resurfaced in a Catskills an- 
tique store. The quirky little 
shop planned a homage to the late star on Sat- 
urday, with a look-alike contest, “Peek-A-Boo” 
cookies—and a spoonful of the actress’ pur- 

ported ashes taking center stage. 

While questions about the ashes authentic- 
ity hang over the event like Lake's signature 
hairstyle, the boutique's owner is convinced 
they are the real thing. 

“e's strange little footnote to a fascinating 
legacy" said. Laura Levine, owner of Homer 
and Langley's Mystery Spot in Phoenicia, New 
York. “I'm a huge fan of Veronica Lake. I just 
think she's brilliant, gorgeous, incredibly tal- 
ented and under-appreciated.” 

Lake was once one of Hollywood's bright- 
est lights, a contemporary of Oscar winners 
Ingrid Bergman and Joan Crawford, a co-star 
with Alan Ladd in the film noirs “This Gun for 
Hire" and "The Glass Key" and with Joel Mc- 
Crea in Preston Sturges’ “Sullivan's Travels." 

Her hairstyle, with long locks cascading 
over her right eye, was so popular that US of- 
ficials asked her to change it during World 
War II, fearing the 'do might cause workplace 
accidents among women on assembly lines, 

Kim Basinger’s Oscar-winning call girl 
character in 1998's “L.A. Confidential” was 
based on Lake. 

But when the actress died in her early 50s 
оп July 7, 1973, she was an entertainment 
footnote. She was working as a New York 
cocktail waitress, drinking heavily and mar- 
ried to her fourth husband, a commercial fish- 
erman known as "Captain Bob.” 

Her sparsely attended Manhattan memo- 
rial service was paid for by a friend, veteran 
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ghostwriter Donald Bain, who penned 
Lake's autobiography. Not even her ashes 
made the event; they were stored at a 
Burlington, Vermont, funeral home in a 
squabble over money, as best Bain can re- 
member. 

‘The remains remained there until March 
1976, when two friends volunteered to bring 
Lake's ashes to Florida. Bain sent the funeral 
home $200 to cover the back storage fees, 
and the ashes were shipped to the Park Av- 
enue residence of Lake confidante William 
Roos. 

Roos and pal Dick Toman took the ashes 
south for their ceremonial deposit in the wa- 
ter off Miami, just as Lake had once request- 
ed. 

Mission accomplished. Or so Bain thought. 

‘The years passed, Toman died, Roos fell out 
of touch with Bain—and then, 28 years later, 
Lake's ashes reappeared, along with an odd 
story of ownership. 

‘According to Lake's current keeper, Larry 
Brill, off-Broadway producer Ben Bagley saw 
the urn with Lake's ashes while visiting Roos 
and became enamored of the attractive con- 
tainer. Roos, for reasons unexplained, later 
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HAIR APPARENT. 
Thefamous 
cascading hairstyle is 
recreated for Kim 
Basinger in “LA. 
Confidential,” where 
her character is 
based on Veronica 
Lake of the 40s 
(top). 


